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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Victor Alexander George Robert 
Bulwer-Lttton, Earl of Lytton, P.C., G.C.I.E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijat Chand Mahtab, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., I.O.M., 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, Vice-President, in charge of 
the following portfolios : — 

1. Laud Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Forests 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Excluded Areas. 

C. European Education. 

The Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, Kt., in charge of the following port- 
folios : — 

1. Judicial. 

2. Emigration. 

3. Immigration 

4. Jurisdiction. 

5. Legislative. 

G. Haj Pilgrimage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson, C.S.I., C.I.E., in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political — excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Jails. 

5. Ecclesiastical. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Don\ld, C.I.E., in charge of the following port- 
folios : — x 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Reserved Industrial Subjects. 

4. Marine. 

1 A 



IV 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, Kt., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios: — 

Local Self-Government and Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter, C.I.E., in charge of the- 
following portfolio: — 

Education. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali CHAUHHrRi, Khan Bahadur, 
O.I.E., in charge of the following portfolios: — 

Agriculture and Public Works. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 

President. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton, C.I.E. 

Deputy-President. 

Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 


Panel or Ciuiumen lor the Thirteenth Session. 

Kumar Siiib Shekiiaresvvar Ray. 

Mr. \V. L. Carey. 

Habu Jatindra Natii IUsi 
Mr. Syed Nasim Ali. 


Secretary to the Council — C. Tindall, C.I.E., I.C.S. 
Deputy Secretary — A. M. Hutchison. 

Assistant Secretary to the Council — K. N. MazumdaR. 
Registrar to the Council — J, W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LI8T OF MEMBER8. 


A 

Addy, Babu Aniulya Dhoue. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. [Dacca City (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. [Rajshahi South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Rafi Uddin. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Mr. M. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Aley, Mr. S. Mahboob. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Muksood. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Mr. Syed Erfan. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Syed Nasim. [24-Parganaa Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Amir. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Ayub. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. [Mymensipgh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 


B 

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. [Minister, 24-Parganaa 
Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Bai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. [Birbhum (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Banna, Rai Sahib Panchanan. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Bell, Mr. J. W. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce). 

Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. (Nominated Non-official — Labour- 
ing classes.) 

Birley, Mr. L. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M. [Mymebsingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


C 

Carey, Mr. W. L. (Indian Mining As&ociatiou.) 

Chaudiiuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. [Dinajpur (Nott ? Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. [Bogra (Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri (Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Sir Asutosh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[Minister, Mymensiugh East (Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Rahmatjan. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhurv, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Cooper, Mi. Charles G. (Indian .Tute Mills Association ). 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

D 

Das, Babu Bhishmadev. (Nominated Non-official — Depressed Classes.) 
Das, Mr. S. R. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. [Bakarganj North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Do, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Official.) 

De, Rai Bahadur Fanindralal. [Iloogbly cum Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

DeLisle, Mr. J. A. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald, the Hon’ble Mr. J. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Mr. Ajov Chunder. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan, [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadau).J 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Duval. Mr. H. P. (Nominated Official). 

E 


Emerson, Mr. T. (Nominated Official.) 
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F 

Faitjqui, Mr. K. G. M. [Tippera (Muhammadan'}.] ; 

Forrester, Mr. J* Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Ghatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmani. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghose, Mr. D. C. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. (Calcutta University.) 
Goode, Mr. S. W. (Nominated Official. 1 ) 

Gupta, Rai Sahib Mahendra Nath. (Expert, nominated). 


H 

Ilaq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan) ] 

Hornell, Mr. W. W. (Nominated Official.) 

Huntingford, Mr. G. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. [Murdiidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Md. Mada»sur. [Burdwan Division North (Muham- 
madan).] 


J 

Janah, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Jones, Mr. J. A. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. [Bakarganj, South (Muhammadan). J 
Khaitan, Babu Debi Prosad. (Nominated Non-Official.) 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali. [Rajshahi 
North (Muhammadan).] 


L 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Leslie, Mr. W. L. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

M 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon’ble. (Member, Execu* 
tive Council.) 

Makramali, Munshi. [Noakbali (Muhammadan).] 
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* 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Marr, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

McAlpih, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

McCay, Lt.-Col. David (Nominated Official.) . * 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. (Minister, Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Morgan, Mr. G. .(Bengal Chamber of Commerce). 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satigh Chandra. [Hooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhon. [Hooghly Municipalities (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. (Nominated Non-official — The Indian 
Christian Community.) 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Mullick, Babu Nirode Behary. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


N 

Nakey, Mirza Muhammad Ali. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 


P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Philip, Mr. J. T. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Poddar, Babu Keshoram. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

R 

Raheern, Mr. Abdur. (Nominated Nen-officieL) 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. [Rnngpur West (Muhammadan). J 
Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray. Babu Surendra Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-Parganas Municipal 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Tpendra Lai. (Chittagong Landholders.) 
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Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brojendra Kishor. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra, dominated Non-official — 
* Labouring Classes.) $ 

Ray Chondhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Rishi, Babu Rasik Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Robertson, Mr. W. F. (Nominated Official.) 

Rose, Mr. G. F. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Eshaunish Chandra. [Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. J. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).} 
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Salarn, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Shakespeare, Mr. W. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce). 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Stark, Mr. B, A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Stuart-Williams, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardv, Dr. A. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassau. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Burdwan Division South 
(Muhammadan).] 

T 

Travers, Mr. W. L. [Rajshahi (European).] 

V 

Villiers, Mr. F. E. E. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 


W. 

Willis. Mr. Arthur d* An vers. (Bencal Chamber of CommproA.V 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. ' 

(Official Report of the Thirteenth Session.) 

VOLUME XIII. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
n Wednesday, the 15th August 1923s at 3 p.m. 


Present. 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
f the Executive Council, two Ilon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble the 
^awab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur being absent), and 
( 7 nominated and elected members. 

Appointment of Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon r ble Mr. H. E. A, Cotton)! Gentlemen, — 
n accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 of the Bengal Legislative 
'ouncil Rules, 1920, I have nominated the following members of Council 
o form a panel of four Chairmen, viz. — 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, 

Mr. W. L. Carey, 

Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 

Mr. Syed Nasim Ali. 

Jnless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in the 
bov© order will preside over the deliberations of this Council in my 
bsence and in the absence of the Deputy-President. 

8tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Plague in the Daoea district. 

*1. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

he Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
leased to state — 

(t) the number of deaths which occurred from plague, and 
(«) the number of persons attacked with the disease, 
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within the Keraniganj police-station and Munshiganj subdivision in 
Dacca ^ince the plague broke out till the end of May, 1923? , 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that there were a few cases of plague in the very heart of the city of 
Dacca in the month of May last? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, have been taken by the Government to stop the epidemic of dropsy in 
Bengal ? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): (a) (i) Seventeen deaths 
reported in the Keraniganj thana and three deaths in the Munshiganj 
thana. 

(u) Seventeen attacks reported in the Keraniganj thana and three 
attacks in the Munshiganj thana. 

(b) Only one case of suspected plague was reported from Dacca town. 
Both the Civil Surgeon and the Municipal Health Officer declared that 
this was not a true case of plague. 

(c) Epidemic dropsy appears to be in abeyance at present. In spite of 
inquiries no report of the disease has been received from any district. 

Election of “ Srijukta '* B. N. Sasmal as a Member of the Midnapore 
District Board. 

*11. Babll NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government V pleased to state 
whether Sripikta B. N. Sasmal has been duly elected a member of the 
District Board of Midnapore? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble 8ir Surendra Nath Banerjea): Yes. 

Election of the Local and District Boards of Bakarganj. 

*111. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in oharge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether the last general election of the 
Local and District Boards of Bakarganj took place in July, 1922? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the new District Board has not yet (May, 1923) been constituted? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
the delay? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: ui) The general election of the Local Boards in 
Bakarganj was held in July, 1922. The election of members to the Dis- 
trict Board by the several Local Boards was held in November, 1922. 
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(b) Yes. The Commissioner’s notification constituting the Dialect 
Boar*! was published in the Gazette of 20th June. 1923 (Notification 
No. 2670-J., dated 14th June, 1923). 


(c) The Minister for Local Self-Government did not accept all the 
nominations submitted by the Commissioner of the Division. Some time 
elapsed while the question of the personnel of the Board was under dis- 
cussion and subsequently the powers of the Commissioner and Government 
as regards these nominations were under examination. 


Burning and burial ghats in Burdwan district. 

*IV. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY! ui) Are the Government 
aware that great hardship is experienced by the people in the subdivisions 
of Kalna and Katwa in the district of Burdwan for want of suitable burn- 
ing ghats on the Ganges: and that exorbitant fees are being charged by 
private owners of burning ghat sites in those place*? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
District Boards to start licensed burning ghats and burial grounds with 
the power to exempt the poor from payment for the use of the same? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) Government have no information. 

(b) Government do not consider it necessary to circularise the District 
Boards, who have power to deal with such a matter under section 100(4) of 
their Act. 


Medical schools in the distriots of Bengal. 

*V. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state what further steps he contemplates taking on the 
report of the Committee which was formed by him with a view to start 
medical schools in the districts of Bengal? 

Mr. 8. W. COODE : The establishment of a medical school at Myrnen- 
singli 1ms been approved and the Public Works Department Lave been 
requested to take up the work. Chittagong comes next in the order of 
priority and the Commissioner has been asked to have a detailed scheme 
worked out by a local Committee, but Government are not at present in a 
position to state when the Chittagong scheme, after it has been worked 
out, can be undertaken. There are also local proposals for the estab- 
lishment of medical schools at Berhampore and Jalpaiguu. 

Che initial cost of the Mymensingh School, including equipment, will 
be roughly Rs. 1,73,000 whereas the Ronaldshav School at Burdwan cost 
over Rs. 3,70,000. Government after careful inquiry are of opinion that 
it is not advisable to construct buildings of a cheaper type or smaller in 
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exltpt than those which it is proposed to provide in Mymensingh. Nor 
is it considered desirable to reduce the strength and quality of the staff 
below that sanctioned at Burdwan, although the recurring cost of that staff 
is over Its. 44,000 per annum. It is the heavy recurring charges rather 
than the initial expenditure, which renders it necessary for Government 
to proceed very cautiously at present with the medical schools programme. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Has not the detailed scheme 
for the Chittagong Medical School been yet received? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE" The leport so far received is incomplete, and we 
ha\e asked for further information. 

B&bu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: May I inquire why Government 
are not at present in a position to state when the Chittagong scheme, after 
it has been worked out, can be undertaken and what are the reasons that 
it cannot he undertaken if the scheme is worked out? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The scheme will not tie taken up this year, as the 
financial position of Government is yet uncertain. 


Registration of documents in the zamindari cutcherry of 
Mr. Caapersz. 

*YI. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) With reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. LXXI on the 14th March, 1923, will 
the Hon 'hie the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether any inquiry has since been made 
into the matter and, if so, with what result ? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, what steps are the Govern- 
ment taking in the matter P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

** ( a ) and ( b ) A further inquiry has been made and it has been 
ascertained that the facts are substantially the same as those already 
given in the previous reply. Mutations in the estate are allowed on pay- 
ment of certain fees and on registration of the documents at the landlord's 
sherista in accordance with the terms of the tenants' leases. Steps are 
being taken to bring to the notice of the proprietor of the estate the 
reported action of his amla in levying fines for non-registration of the 
documents, to ascertain whether the procedure adversely affects the regis- 
tration of documents at the sub-registrar’s office, and, if so, to acquaint the 
tenants with the f act that documents which are not registered at the sub- 
registrai's office are invalid in law. 
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8urvey and Settlement. 


•VII. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hobble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that as yet no survey and settlement 
has been made of the rent-free zamindari of Mr. Caspersz in Matbaria in 
the district of Bakarganj ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the survey and settlement of the said land was done 
privately by Mr. Caspersz and was sanctioned by the Government without 
any inquiry? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble the 
Member be pleaded to state why the records thereof have not been kept in 
the Barisal Collectorate? 

(d) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that the Barisal Collectorate 
f^ils to furnish the tenants of the same zamindari with certified copies of 
the settlement records? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the remedy of this grievance? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) It is a fact that Mr. Caspersz had a private survey and record-of- 
rights prepared of the estate, but it is not a fact that it was sanctioned by 
Government. The facts will be found on page XVII of the appendices 
to the late Major Jack’s Settlement Report of Bakarganj. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) Presumably this must be the case, as the record is not a Govern- 
ment record. 

(c) As the record is a private record, Government cannot undertake to 
take any steps regarding it. 

Nomination of members of the Midnapore District Board. 

•VIII. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’blo tho Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government bo pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Mr. A. W. Cook, officiating Commissioner of 
the Burdwan Division, nominated six salaried servants of Government as 
members of the Midnapore District Board in excess of his statutory 
powers? 

(6) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state in details 
the procedure adopted by Mr. Cook to rectify the mistake when tho late 
Chairman of the District Board of Midnapore poinded out to him that he 
had acted in excess of his powers ? 
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'r) Is it a tact that corrections and errata in connection with the 
publication of names of nominated members of the District Board of 
Midnapore were published no less than five times in the Calcutta 
Gazette ? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how 
many times the officiating Commissioner of the Burdwan Division altered, 
modified or rectified the notification containing the names of nominated 
tnemWs of the Midnni>oro District Board appointed by him? 

( e ) Is it a fact that the late Chairman of Midnapore District Board 
had fixed the 10th April for a special meeting to elect its Chairman? 

(J) Is it a fact that the Commissioner, Burdwan Division (Mr. A. W. 
Cook), wired to the late Chairman on the 8th April asking him to “ post- 
pone ” the meeting and that subsequently he wired to the late Chairman 
on the 9th April to u cancel ” the meeting? 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: (a) It is a fact that by an oversight, the Com- 
missioner nominated one salaried servant of Government to the Board in 
excess of the numl>er permitted under the law. 

(h) lie published a revised notification No. 940 L.S.-G., dated the 
7th April, 1928, correcting his notification No. (i‘J0 L.S.-G., dated the 
8th March, 1928, and cancelling his erratum published in the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 4th April, 1928. 

(C> and (d) So far as Government are aware, there wen' three noti- 
fications on the subject. 

(e) and (f) Government have no information on the subject 


Dates of meetings of the Midnapore District Board. 

•IX. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the IWble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
the dates of meetings of the District Board of Midnapore? 

(h) Is the ITon’ble the Minister aware that Mr. Beddie, Additional 
District Magistrate of Midnapore, saw Kumar l)el>endra Lai Klmn, 
m.i..c. , at his residence and pressed him in the name of Mr. A. W. Cook to 
record his vote in favour of the Public Prosecutor of Midnapore who was 
a candidate for the Chairmanship of the District Board of Midnapore? 

' (c) Is it a fact that subsequently Mr. II. Graham, District Magis- 
trate of Midnapore, asked the Kumar to vote for the Public Prosecutor of 
Midnapore but that the Kumar politely declined to do so? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Public Prosecutor of 
Midnapore posed as a candidate for the Chairmanship of the Midnapore 
District Board set up by Government and supported by the local execu- 
tive officials? 

(e) Is it a fact that the principal local executive and Police officials 
canvassed for the Public Prosecutor and did their level best to secure 
votes for him? 
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(/) Is tlie Hon’ble the Minister aware that on the 9th April, 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy, Chairman, District Board, Midnapore, saw the dis- 
trict Magistrate at his residence and pointed out to him the undesirability 
of official interference with the free and unfettered choice of members of 
the District Board in the matter of election of the Chairman? 

( g ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that on the afternoon of the 
9th April, 1923, the District Magistrate met l)r. A. Suhrawardy at the 
Town Club and expressed hi> appreciation of his friendly advice and 
assured him that official canva^ing and interference will cease from that 
date ? 

(h) Is it a fact that in spite of this assurance the District Magistrate 
sent for various members of the District Board between, the l(>th and the 
21st April and preyed them to vote for the Public, Prosecutor? 

( 7 ) Is it a fact that the Public Prosecutor and his partisans continued 
up to the last to give out that he was set up as a candidate for Chairman- 
ship* by Government and held out threats of dire consequences to members 
of the Board not voting for him and their relations? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: («)< iovernment are informed that they are held on 
the last Friday of the month. 

(b) and (r) Government have no information. 

(d) The Minister is aware that the Public Prosecutor of Midnapore 
stood for election to the Chairmanship of the Board. He was not “ set 
up ” by Government. The Minister is aware that the District Magis- 
trate considered lum a suitable candidate. 

(c) to (i) Government have no information. 


Court of Wards. 

•X. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

d) when the Department of Court of Wards for the protection of 
encumlieml estates, etc., was created; 

(ri ) how many Muhammadan estates are there now under the manage- 
ment ot the Court of Wards in the Dacca Division; and 

(in) whether any Muhammadan Manager or Assistant Manager or 
SuKManager or Circle ( officer was appointed under the Court 
of Wards since the creation of the Department? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( Hi ) is in the affirmative will the Uon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of such appointments; 

(ii) the time when those appointments were made; and 

(iii) the posts to which appointed? 


2a 
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(r) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the negative will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state — . 

( i ) the reason why no Muhammadans were appointed to such posts ; 
and 

(ft) whether any steps are being taken in this matter? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of — 

(?) Hindus; 

(it) Muhammadans; and 

(m) those who are other than Hindus and Muhammadans 
who are now serving in different capacities under the Court oi Wards in 
the Dacca Division ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(?) how many encumbered estates were taken under the manage* 
ment of the Court of Wards in the Presidency of Bengal since 
the creation of the Department ; 

(??') which of them have been returned to the proprietors after the 
liquidation of their liabilities? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Statements are laid on the table. 

(?) The Department of the Court of Wards was first created by the 
order of the (}<n ernor-Ueneral in Council on the 10th August, 1790. 

(??) Three (Dacca Navvab, Karat iya, afid Dasmina estates). 

(???) Yes. 

(h) (?) As far as information is available there have been 15 or 10 
such appointments. 

(??) The exact time cannot be given. 

(???) Four Managers, one Assistant Manager, one Sub-Manager and 
nine or ten Circle Officers. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (?) to (???) Particulars as far as available are: — 

Manager: Hindus 2; Muhammadan nil; others 3. 

Assistant Manager: Hindus 2; Muhammadan nil; others nil. 

Other executive and ministerial officers: Hindus 721 ; Muham- 
madans 258; others 2. 

Menials: Hindus 482; Muhammadans 970; others 2. 

Total — Hindus 1,207; Muhammadans 1,228; others 7. 

(?) Information cannot be collected without labour and trouble in- 
commensurate with its value. 

(t?) Since 1912, three indebted estates have been released from the 
management of the Court of Wards after liquidation of their debts. 
Appendix X to the Wards Report for the year 1328 B.S., will show the 
number of such estates at present under the management of the Court of 
Words and progress made in the repayment of their debts. 
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Transfer of certain political prisoners from the Alipore to 
Berhampore Jail. 

•XI. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state the 
reasons for transferring Babu Jitendra Lai Banerjee, Maulvi Muhammad 
Shafi and other political prisoners from the Alipore Central Jail to Ber- 
hampore Jail? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that some of the political prisoners are allowed the use of electric 
fans on payment of cost of electric installation? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member !>e pleased to state whether the cost 
of electric installation has been refunded to the prisoners on their transfer 
from. the Alipore Central Jail? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAIL8] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Berhampore Jail has now 
been selected and set aside for the confinement of special class prisoners. 

(b) Yes, while the prisoners were af Alipore. 

(c) The cost was not refunded, liecause the concession was subject to 
the condition that in case of transfers no refund of the money spent 
would be made. 


Effect of the recommendations of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee. 

•XII. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what is the total amount of reduction effected in public expendi- 
ture in Bengal, since the publication of the recommendations 
of the Bengal “ Retrenchment Committee ” ; 

(it) what further reduction is expected next year; and 

what reduction is expected (approximately) when the full efFect 
is given to such recommendations of the “ Retrenchment 
Committee ” as the Government contemplate accepting P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state when the public 
<*an expect to know the final decision of the Government with regard to 
the recommendations of the “ Retrenchment Committee ”? 

MEMBER in ohvgi of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): (a) and '(b) The member is referred to the 
statement which has been circulated to all members of the Legislative 
Council. 
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Assistant 8urgeon of the Barisal Hospital. 

•XIII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that it is proposed to 
abolish the post of the Assistant Surgeon attached to the Barisal Hospital 
for want of sufficient funds at the disposal of the Dispensary Committee P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the fact that the abolition 
of the post will cause the greatest possible inconvenience to the public? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that an Assistant Surgeon has 
been maintained all along since the creation of the District Headquarters 
owing to the consideration that one Civil Surgeon could hardly cope with 
even the vast amount of police cases ? 

( d ) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Dispensary Committee are prepared to pay for the services 
of a Sub- Assistant Surgeon, provided the Government agree to maintain 
the services of an Assistant Surgeon ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the Government to accede to the prayer of the Dis- 
pensary Committee in the matter of its contribution for the maintenance 
of the present staff, at its full strength? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) The dispensary has been on the verge of 
bankruptcy. The Committee are anxious to place its finances on a 
stable basis and in pursuance of a Resolution passed by them on 30th 
April, 1923, dispensing, as a measure of economy, with the services of 
their Civil Assistant Surgeon. This officer has been replaced by a 
Sub- Assistant Surgeon. 

(b) and (c) The public are not likely to lie much inconvenienced as 
there will be a Sub-Assistant Surgeon to work in the place of the Civil 
Assistant Surgeon. Besides, another supernumerary officer of the Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon class has been posted to Barisal to assist the Civil 
Surgeon in connection with police cases. 

(d) Yes. But owing to the present financial stringency Government 
are not prepared to undertake the additional expenditure which the pro- 
posal would involve. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister be pleased to state if Government would be pleased to post a 
Civil Assistant Surgeon as soon as the finances of the Dispensary Com- 
mittee improved or are in a position to pay for the maintenance of a 
Civil Assistant Surgeon P 


The Hon'ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Yes, certainly. 
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Finanoial difficulty of the Mymensingh Ananda Mohan Coll yjL 

•XIV. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYs (a) Is 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware 
of the financial difficulty of the Mymensingh Ananda Mohan College ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of affording any 
relief to the said institution? — 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’bie Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Government have no information. 

(b) In any case funds are not available this year. 

Clinical Laboratory at Tangail. 

• *XV. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Will the 

Hon’bie the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state how far the proposal to establish a Clinical 
Laboratory at Tangail for kala-aear has progressed and when the public 
may expect the fait accompli t 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The present state of the proposal is as follows : — 

The District Engineer has estimated that a suitable laboratory for the 
microscopic examination of blood in suspected kala-azar cases, could be 
constructed at a cost of Rs. 2,925. The Director of Public Health 
estimates the cost of equipment at Rs. 1,000 and the recurring expendi- 
ture at Rs. 2, GOO. 

The Honorary Secretary of the local Bar Association took the matter 
up recently and Government in May last inquired what contribution the 
District Board was prepared to make towards the scheme and whether it 
could obtain any help from the Bar Association. The reply of the District 
Board has not yet been received and Government are at present unable to 
state when the scheme will be proceeded with. 


Separation of Judicial and Executive and the Court Inspectors in 
the Presidency Magistrates’ Courts. 

•XVI. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEAf Will the Hon’bie 

the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there is complete separation between the Judicial and the 
Executive in Calcutta ; 

(it) whether a private line of telephone communication exists between 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate and the Commissioner of 
Police? If so, why? If not, since when has it been dis- 
connected ; 
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(tfe whether the Court Inspectors attached to the courts of the 
' Presidency Magistrates in Calcutta have any duties other than 
that of opnducting the prosecutions in the police cases, before 
the Presidency Magistrates in open court P If so, why; 

(iv) whether some of the Court Inspectors spend considerable time in 

the private chambers of some of the Presidency Magistrates? 
If so, why; 

(v) whether the Chief Court Inspector sometimes drafts important 

letters for the Chief Presidency Magistrate and even writes 
the order-sheets in almost all the police cases and keeps with 
him the original records of the police cases; 

(vi) whether it is a fact that the Chief Court Inspector often insists 

that he should be consulted as regards the Honorary Presi- 
dency Magistrates who should be invited to try the police 
cases; and 

(vii) whether it is a fact that the Chief Court Inspector often writes 

down on the order-sheet even the name of the Honorary 
Presidency Magistrate to whom a police case should be trans- 
ferred ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUPICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (i) Yes. 

(it) No. The line was dismantled in. February last. 

(iti) Yes. They have to keep the Process registers, the General and 
other registers. 

(iv) The Inspector of the Chief Court has many papers to put up to the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate. Other Court Inspectors attend magistrates 
in their chambers when called upon to do so. None of them spend any 
considerable time in the private chambers of magistrates. 

(r) No. Occasionally the Chief Court Inspector writes out routine 
orders in absconders’ cases. 

(vi) No. 
fan) No. 


Attendance of the Presidency Magistrates in Courts. 

•XVII. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a copy of the rule framed under section 21 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code with reference to the hours of attendance of the Presidency 
Magistrates? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
Presidency Magistrate attends the Calcutta Police Courts according to the 
Scheduled hours? 

( c ) If not, why not? 

(d) Why is their attendance not strictly enforced? 
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Thfi Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM. (a) A copj«Qf the rule ref#ed 
to is laid on the table. 

(6) The Stipendiary Magistrates ordinarily do so. 

(c) and ( d ) The time of attendance of Honorary Magistrates varies 
with the work they have in hand. 


Rule referred, to in the reply to starred question No. xvii (a) framed 
under section 21, Criminal Procedure Code . 

Presidency Magistrates’ Courts. 

1. The Chief Presidency Magistrate will ordinarily sit from 10 a.m. 
till 4-30 p.m., the other salaried Presidency Magistrates from 10-30 a.m. 
till«5 p.m. , and the Presidency Magistrates other than the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate or salaried Presidency Magistrates from midday till 5 p.m., 
on all days that are not gazetted holidays. On the last Saturday of each 
month one salaried Presidency Magistrate and a Bench of Presidency 
Magistrates only will sit. Special arrangements will be made for sittings 
during the Puja and Christmas holidays. 

2 . * •• • 

* • • * • i • 


Barrier gates it the Howrah Station. 

•XVIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Public Works Department aware 
that new barrier gates have been created at the Howrah Station for 
entrance of the third class and inter class passengers to the platforms to the 
great inconvenience of the public P 

(6) Are the Government aware that it will greatly inconvenience the 
purdanashin ladies and children who have to mix up in the crowd with 
men to go through those gates P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
authorities of the Howrah Railway Station to Erect separate barrier gate# 
for ladies and children through which they will be able to go safely with 
one grown-up boy or a near relation who would conduct them to the 
platforms P 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIO WORKS DEPART- 
MINT (Mr. C. €• Dey): (a) Yes. This was necessitated by the large 
number of passengers who constantly travelled without tickets. 

(6) Purdanashin ladies and children are much less likely to be hurt 
now than they were under the old system, when the crowding and the rush 
on opening the gates were very much greater. 
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The local Go^rnment are unable to compel the Railway Company 
to altefc their arrangements for regulating passenger traffic, and the Rail* 
way Company has pointed out that the present arrangements minimise 
the danger of crowding, which is the object at which they aim. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Has the Local Government 
no jurisdiction over the Howrah Station ? 

Mr. C. C. DE Y : Not that I am aware of. 

Daooities in the Kishoreganj subdivision, Mymensingh. 

•XIX. Mr. 8. M. B08E: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn to the frequent 
cases of dacoity in the Kishoreganj subdivision in Mymensingh, especially 
within the Bajitpore and the Kuliarchar thanasP 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many cases 
of dacoity have been reported in these thanas during the last twelve 
months P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps have 
been or are being taken to deal adequately with the matter and to protect 
the people? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) and (b) Twenty-two cases of dacoity have 
Wn reported in the Kishoreganj subdivision during the period 1st June, 
1922, to 31st May, 1923. Of these only three were in Bajitpur police- 
station and five in Kuliarchar; one of those in Kuliarchar and two of 
those in Bajitpur took place during 1923. 

( c ) Preventive action against the gangs responsible have been taken 
and the situation is well in hand. 

Babu INDU BHU8H AN DUTTA : May I inquire what is the nature of 
the preventive action that has been taken ? Is it by posting punitive 
police P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : No, not by posting additiopal 

police. It is by breaking up gangs of dacoits by the use of the preven- 
tive sections of the Penal Code and by the employment of police patrol. 


Oistriot Magistrates and Collectors and Additional District Magistrates 
and Collectors of the Midnapore district 

•XX. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state the names with 
the length of their services and the mode of their appointment, i.e., 
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whether by open competitive examination or u . jrcT er the 

Indian Civil Service Examination (Temporary Provisions) 2?vl915, of 
the District Magistrates and Collectors and Additional District Magis- 
trates and Collectors of the District of Midnapore during the last five 
years ? 


Th6 Hon’blo Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N* A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XX. 


Name of officer ftnl date of appointment. 

Magistrate and Collector , Midnapore. 

T. Emerson, C.i E., i.c.S., 2nd May, 1918 ... 

G. P. Hogg, l.c.s., 28th January, 1919 
A. W. Cook, c.i.e., l.c.s,, ICth June, 1919 ... 
E. M. Mannooch, i.cs., 19th February, 1923 
Hubert Graham, l.c.s., 27th March, 1923 ... 
J. Peddie, l.c.s., 18th June, 1923 


Approximate 

length of 

wrticc on the Mode of appointment, 

date In 
column 1. 


23 

years . 

.. Open competitive examina- 
tion. 

10 


.. Ditto. 

21 

,« • 

. Ditto. 

15 


.. Ditto. 

8 

1 i *' 

.. Ditto. 

3 


.. Nomination under the Indian 


Civil Service Temporary 
Provision*! Act. 


Additional District Magistrate , Midnapore. 


A. K JameSOn, l.c.s., 3rd January, 1918 ... 11 years ...Open competitive examina- 
tion. 


Rai Nikhil Nath Rai Bahadur, 4th July, 26 
1918. 

Srigopal Bhattacharji, 2nd December, 1918 28 

D. L. Vaughan-Stevens, i.e.s., 6th Decern- 7 
ber, 1919. 

E. M. Mannooch, l.c.s., 7th April, 1920 ... 12 
Debendra Kumar Mitra, 4th May, 1921 ... 27 

L. Birley, c.i.l., I.C.S., 27th August, 1921 ... 22 

A. H. Kemm, i.clB., 4th April, 1922 ... 6 

E. M. Mannooch, l.c.s., 3rd October. 1922 14 

J. Peddie. i c.s., 19th February, 1923 ... 3 

Saiyid Abdus Salik, 18th June, 1923 ... 27 


Promotion from the Pro- 
vincial Civil Service. 

,, ... Ditto. 

„ ... Open competitive examina- 

tion. 

it ... Ditto. 

m ••• Promotion from the Pro 

vincial Civil Service. 

„ ... Open competitive examina- 

tion. 

„ .. t Ditto. 

ti ... Ditto. 

„ ... Nomination under the Indian 

Civil Service Temporary 

Provisions Act.) 

„ ... Promoted from the Pro- 

vincial Civil Service. 
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Committee Meetings of the Calcutta Municipal Bill held 
at Darjeeling. 


•XXI. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(t) what was the expenditure incurred for payment to members of 
Council as travelling and other allowances for holding the 
meetings of the Select Committee of the Calcutta Municipal 
Bill at Darjeeling in September and October last ; 

<n) whether it is a fact that some of the members of the Select Com- 
mittee objected to the holding of the meetings at Darjeeling 
and that some of them did not attend ; and 

(Hi) for how many days were the meetings held at Darjeeling? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (i) Rs. 2,291-2-0. 

(it) One member is known to have objected. The average attendance 
of members in Darjeeling was, however, better than the average attend- 
ance in Calcutta. 

(Hi) Nine days. 


Abolition of the Moslem High School, Dacca. 

•XXII. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
to state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to abolish 
the Moslem High School of Dacca and to amalgamate it with the Armani- 
tola High English School? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the fact that great dissatis- 
faction and agitation are prevailing amongst the Muhammadan com- 
munity over this matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the said institution was started and maintained from the Mohsin 
fund and that it was provincialised in 1916 with the object of advancing 
the interests of Muhammadan students ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) It was originally established out of the Mohsin Fund as an integral 
part of the Dacca Madrassah which was subsequently taken over by Gov- 
ernment. In 1916 it was transferred to the quarters it now occupies and 
given its present name. 
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Equipment charges for dafadars and chaukidarl in the 
Burdwan district. 

*XXIII. Mr. BlilOYPROSAD 8INGH ROYS (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether the equipment charges for the dafadars and chaukidars are being 
regularly realized from the unions, Union Committees and Union Boards, 
in the Burdwan district, for the last five years? 

(b) Are the Government aware that the dafadars and chaukidars of a 
large number of Union Boards in the district of Burdwan are without 
liveries, though the Boards have paid their equipment charges regularly; 
and that repeated reminders by the Boards to supply liveries have not been 
responded to? Are the Government prepared to take steps immediately 
on this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Yes. 

( b ) Government have made inquiries. Delay in the supply of 
uniforms took place owing to the inability of the Midnapore jail to meet 
all the demands made on it. This has now been remedied by readjust- 
ment of work. The supply of all chaukidari uniforms for the district of 
Burdwan from the Midnapore jail has now been completed. 

Professor of Hygiene. 

•XXIV. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble- 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether there is a post of the Professor of Hygiene in the 
School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene and whether the salary of the 
post comes to about Its. 2,800 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said Professor has to deliver only about 20 
lectures or so in the course of the year ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are only 7 or 8 students for the D. P. H. 
training in the present session ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the previous arrangements for the course of Hygiene lectures to 
D. P. H. students before the Tropical School was started;; 
(it) who was the lecturer; 

(tit) the numerical strength of the students lectured to; and 
(it?) the salary drawn by the officer ? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is another professor of Public Health 
Laboratory Practice attached to the D. P. H. class with a salary of 
Rs. 2,100 a month plus house allowance? 
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Is it a fact that previously the D. P. H. class was under the Direc- 
tor of public Health? 

( g ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state why the 
Professor of Public Health Laboratory was not given a combined office as 
Professor of Hygiene and Laboratory Practice ? 

(h) Is it also a fact that besides these professors, two assistant profes- 
sors are maintained on salaries in the cadre of Assistant Surgeons for these 
six or seven students? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) The answer to the first part of the question 
is in the affirmative. The salary of the post ranges from Its. 900 to 
Its. 2,350 according to the rank of the officer holding it, the scale being 
the same as that sanctioned for I.M.S., officers holding professorial 
appointments in Bengal. A non-practising allowance of Re. 500 per 
mensem is also attached to the post. The salary of the present incum- 
bent, Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. Fry, i.m.s. c.i.e., d.£.o., is Its. 2,100 
plus Rs. 500, i.o., Its. 2, GOO per mensem. 

(b) The Professor of Hygiene gives the following lectures in the 
course of the year : — 

(1) D. T. M. class. — 10 lectures and 4 Field Demonstrations. 

(2) D. P. H. class. — 93 lectures and 8 Field Demonstrations and 62 
afternoons’ laboratory work assisting the Professor of Laboratory 
Practice. Also coaching classes of 5 days a week for a month during 
the vacations. 

(3) Short Course for School Certificate. — 10 lectures and Field 
Demonstrations. 

(c) Originally 9 students joined the D. P. H. class but 2 left at the 
end of the Winter session to sit for the I). P. H. examination in England. 

(d) ( i ) Prior to the opening of the School of Tropical Medicine and 
Hygiene, the course of instruction for the D. P. n. curriculum, including 
laboratory instruction, tutorial classes and demonstrations, was given by 
the officers of the Public Health Department. 

(ti) and (i’r) There was no separate lecturer. Ten officers of the 
Public Health Department delivered the lectures and received honoraria 
for their extra work at rates ranging from Rs. 200 to R$. 650 for the whole 
course. * . 

(Hi) 72, 22 and 2G students received their training during the years 
1919-20, 1920-21 and 1921-22, respectively. 

(e) Yes. There is a Professor of Public Health Laboratory Practice 
in the School. It is a part-time appointment held by the Director of 
Public Health Laboratory, Bengal, who is given an additional remunera- 
tion of Rs. 300 a month. 

(/) Yes. 
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(g) The question of combining the professorships of Hygiene and 
Public Health Laboratory Practice was carefully considered by Govern- 
ment. As it was not considered practicable for one man to discharge 
satisfactorily the duties of the two professorships involving lectures on 
different subjects, two separate posts were created. The Director more- 
over has responsible work in his important laboratory. 

(h) There are two assistant professors, but they do not belong to the 
Civil Assistant Surgeons’ cadre. One of them draws a salary of Its. 250 
and another Its. 350. 


Anti-malarial schemes. 

•XXV. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to enumerate the new anti-malarial schemes started since 1920, 
i.e., during the period of the ltefoimcd Government? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: No new major anti-malarial irrigation scheme 
has been commenced since 1920, but work 1ms proceeded on certain 
important schemes, such as the Anil Bil, Navi-Suuthi, etc., of which 
the Anil Bil scheme fulfils the criterion laid down for anti-malarial 
schemes. Two smaller schemes have also l>een started since 1920, viz., 
the Saraswati river scheme and the Budge Budge flood flush drainage 
scheme (central and northern sections), while the Kumarkhali Munici- 
pality has carried out a small flushing scheme with the object of improv- 
ing the public health which appears to be very successful. The survey 
Of the Bhairab-Matabhanga project has been completed. 


Daoca University. 

•XXVI. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Is the non’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Departmen? of Education aware — 

(i) that several members of the teaching staff of the Dacca Univer- 
sity have been served with notices that their services will 
fto lottger be required ; 

(it) that* it been deeided by the authorities of the Dacca 
University that the services of such members of the teach- 
ing staff as belong to the Indian Educational Service will 
not be dispensed with ; 

(ui) that ft has been decided to give Professor Jenkins an extra 
allowance of Us. 200 per month ; 

(vv) that the Univemty wiB henceforth spend Bs. 1,650 including 
allowances and contributions for Professor Jenkins; 
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( v ) that the University of Dacca has to spend Rs. 1*900 a month 
including allowances and leave and pension contributions 
for Professor Langley ; and 

(in) that several persons of the highest academic distinction and 
enjoying European reputation are employed by the Calcutta 
University as well as by the Dacca University on much 
lower salaries than the abovementioned gentlemen? 

The Hotl’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: (i) Government have been 
informed that this is a fact. 

(it) Government have been informed that this is not a fact. 

(Hi) Government have been informed that the ‘University paid 
Professor Jenkins an allowance of Rs. 100 per mensem in addition to 
his own I.E.S. pay, and in 1922-23 an allowance of R&. 100 pe®$^ 
mensem for his work as Dean of the Faculty of Science, but Professor ‘ 
Jenkins was unwilling to renew his agreement with the University 
except on condition that he should receive Rs. 200 a month in addi- 
tion to his •I.E.S. pay and this has been agreed to by the Executive 
Council and by Government. 

(iv) The amount payable will depend on the actual I.E.S. pay 
received by Professor Jenkins. 

( v ) During the last year the amount received by Professor Langley 
was Rs. 1,250 as pay and Rs. 390-10-0 as pension contribution and 
Rs. 100 as Provost’s allowance. 

(vi) There are several persons who receive lower salaries but as to 
whether they enjoy European reputation or not Government do not 
desire to express any opinion. 


Expenses of the Distriot Board of Mymensingh on dispensaries and 

sanitation. 

"XXVII. Mf. 8. M. B08E: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
been drawn to the fact that in spite of repeated requetets by ^the inhabi- 
tants of the locality the District Board of Mymensingh spends very 
little for dispensaries, medical relief, sanitation,' water-supply, and 
communications for the villages in the thanas of Itna and Mitamain 
in the Kishoreganj subdivision P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state for the last 
six years — 

(i) what is the total amount realized in cesses by the said District 
Board from the said villages ; ^ , . , 
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(u) what is the total amount spent by the board for improvements 

% on the items mentioned in (a) within these thanas^hnd 

(tit) what amount has the said District Board spent during the 
last six years for primary education within these thanas? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble th# Minister aware that the officiating Divi- 
sional Commissioner during his tour last month made, in his inspection 
note of the Itna District Board Dispensary, certain remarks to the effect 
that the dispensary is a i>oor one, more like that of an Union Board, 
than of a District Board, that more dispensaries are required, and 
that the District Board does very little for this backward areaP 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
early steps to ensure that adequate attention is paid by the District 
Boar4 to (Jie needs of the villages lying within the thanas of Itna and 
Mymensingh ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) The Minister has no information other than 
tfiat given below. 

(b) ( i ) The information is not available. 

(ii) Rs. 7,361 has been spent for the District Board Dispensary 
at Itna. Rs. 433 and Its. 12 for the epidemic relief purposes within 
the jurisdiction of Mitamain and Itna thana, respectively, and Rs. 3,4S1 
for communications within the jurisdiction of Itna thana. 

(lit) Rs. 4,477 and Rs. 4,177 have been spent on primary educa- 
tion within the jurisdiction of Itna and Mitamain thana, respectively. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It is not the policy of Government, unless grave abuses arise, 
to interfere with the detailed administration of District Boards, but a 
copy of the question has been forwarded to the Chairman of the District 
Board. 


Average annual expenditure for students and patients in the Caloutta 
Medical College and in the Carmichael Medical College. 

•XXVIII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Has the atten- 
tion of the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
SelMIotfernlnent been -drawn to the annual report issued by the Car- 
michael Medical College showing that the average annual expense 
incurred by Government for a student in the Calcutta Medical College 
.amounts to Rs. 591 per annum, whereas the corresponding charge in 
the Carmichael Medical College is only Rs. 200? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Govemittent are considering the desirability of reducing the expendi- 
ture in the Calcutta Medical College ? 


a 
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( c ) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to 
the kinual report of the Carmichael Medical College Hospitals shewing 
that the average cost of a patient in the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospitals is Its. 1,200 per annum, whereas the corresponding cost for 
a patient in the Carmichael Medical Colley Hospitals is Es. 598 only? 

* • 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The member is referred to the reply given to 

Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt’s unstarred question No. 64 of this session. 


Slaughter of cows. 

•XXIX. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadttf 1 ! (a) Will 

the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether his notice has been drawn 
to the notification of the Central Provinces Government No. 1236-953- 
VIII, dated the 31st May, 1922, by which the slaughter of all cows 
and animals up to the age of nine has been prohibited? 

(h) Are the Government considering the de suability of introduc- 
ing a clause in the new Bengal Municipal Bill prohibiting the slaughter 
of milch cattle and prime cows ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) Yes 

(b) No such proposal is before Government. 


Manufacture of salt for home consumption. 

•XXX. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of 
Finance be pleased to state whether there is a practice, on the part 
of the poor agriculturists, of the subdivision of Bhola, in Bakarganj, 
and the district of Noakhali of getting some salt, for home consump- 
tion, by a simple process of evaporation of the saline water accumu- 
lated in their fields (tending to destroy their crops if allowed to remain 
in deposit) P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
it is being done with the concurrence of the Department ooncerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. DONALD: (a) and (b) The information before 
Government is to the effect that no practice exists of manufacturing 
salt from saline water accumulated in fields and that such manu- 
facture is quite impracticable. Illicit manufacture is confined to 
iixmation from soil from the banks of waterways. 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Have Govenmient ever allowed 
private manufacturers to manufacture salt for home consumption 

The HOft’ble Mr. «l. DONALD: I would draw the attention of the 
hon’ble member to Question No. G8 (unstarred) which is an answer to it. 

The “ Servant ” defamation case. 

•XXXI. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Dojxurtment bo ideated to state-— 

(t) the amount of expenses incurred by the Government in the 

„„ Servant defamation case in the Police Court ftnd in the 
High Court ; 

, (u) whether it is a fact that Mr. P. W. Kidd, Dejmty Commis- 
sioner of Police, Calcutta, employed Babu Sukumur Baiter jee, 
Chief Court Inspector, and Inspector Hem Chandra Lahiri, 
to collect evidence on his behalf, if so, why were the services 
of public officers requisitioned in a “private case’'; 

(in) whether the Government had given any instructions to any 
police officer to assist Mr. Kidd in his case; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that Mr. F. W. Kidd applied for process 

against Kamendra Nath Ghosh, Printer and Publisher of 
the Servant in the “ Private Chamber ” of Mr. D. Swinhoe, 
Chief Presidency Magistrate, on 1st February, 1922, and 
that no part of the said proceedings took place in “ open 
Court ” ; 

(v) whether it is a fact that shortly after the Chief Presidency 

Magistrate had ordered the issue of summons against the 
said Itamendra Nath Ghosh, the petition of complaint, 
instead of being entered in the “ Complaint Register ” and 
instead of being sent to the “ Process Department 19 (as is 
done in the usual course), was made over to the Chief Court 
Inspector* 

/ 

(ri) whether it is a fact that although no process-fee was deposited 
a summons was written out immediately by Babu Sukumar 
Banerjee, Chief Court Inspector, and no entry thereof was 
made in the “ Process Register 99 and that the said sum- 
mons was served on Rarnendra Nath Ghosh on the evening 
of 1st February, 1922; and 

(vii) why did the Chief Presidency Magistrate allow the suspen- 
sion of the ordinary Court practice and procedure and even 
the operation of the Indian Court-fees Act in the case of 
Mr. F. W.KiddP 


3a 
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The Hon’blo Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (i) 

The total expenses are 

as follows : — 

r 

Police Court — 

Rs. 

First trial 

... 6,440 

Second trial 

510 

Total 

... 6,950 

High Court — 

6,018 

Grand Total 

... 12,698 


(it) Yes. The rase was non-cognisable, but was instituted under 
the instructions of Government and there was no objection to * the 
services of public officers being utilized in connection with it. 

(Hi) No. 

(iv) Yes. 

(v) It was made over to the Court Inspector then and entered 
later in the Complaint Register. 

(vi) Summons was written out immediately by the Chief Court 
Inspector. Through an oversight no process-fee was deposited that 
day, but the omission was rectified later. 

(vii) Government have no information, but understand that the 
application for process included also an application for a search war- 
rant and that it is not unusual to hear such applications in chambers. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: With regard to (r), is it 
the usual practice to make over the process to the Court Inspector and 
then to enter it later in the complaint register? 

The Hon'Me Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : I am afraid I have no infor- 
mation about it. 

8oaroity of drinking water in rural Bengal. 

•XXXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether he has made an extensive tour 
during the course of the last two years through the villages of Bengal 
to ascertain the real causes of the drinking water scarcity in rural 
Bengal with a view to solve the problem? 

(b) Has tbe Hon’ble the Minister visited all the District Boards hi 
Bengal and, if so, did the District Boards make any suggestions for the 
improvement of sanitation to the Hon’ble Minister? If so, how far have 
the suggestions been given effect to? 
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(c) Did the Hon’ble the Minister make any promises to 4he District 
Boaftds at their conferences? If so, how far have those promises been 
kept pending, awaiting execution in the near* future? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) and (6) The Minister for Local Self- 
Government attended local district conferences convened by cer- 
tain District Boards to consider what measures might be taken 
for the abatement of malaria and for improving the water-supply 
of rural Bengal. In the course of these conferences, the Minister sug- 
gested that minor schemes for the improvement of sanitation should be 
carried out by local bodies while in the case of major projects, Govern- 
ment would assist, consistently with their resources. The Minister 
pressed (in local bodies the desirability of adopting a loan policy for 
major projects. A large number of District Boards prepared comprehen- 
sive schemes for the re-excavation of khals and rivers with the object of 
improving the public health as well as the water-supply. These schemes 
have all been examined by Government but the data furnished in respect 
of the re-excavation of khals and rivers were not sufficient to enable the 
Irrigation Department to advise on the schemes without further inquiry. 
In most cases the District Boards asked for large grants from Govern- 
ment and the financial difficulties which ensued in 1922 rendered it impos- 
sible for Government to consider such applications. 

(c) The Minister promised that in the execution of major schemes 
Government 44 consistently with their resources ” would assist local 
bodies. The financial stringency has rendered it impossible for Govern- 
ment to join with the local bodies in initiating any comprehensive scheme 
for the improvement of public health and water-supply by the re-excava- 
tion of rivers and khals. 


Students of the Daoca Division and the Calcutta Campbell Medical 

8ohoof. 

•XXXIII. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that no student of the Dacca 
Division is allowed to be admitted into the Calcutta Campbell Medical 
School ? 

( b ) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of abolish- 
ing this restriction in regard to the said school P 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) The attention of the member is invited to the 
replies given to the unstarred questions Nos. 316 ( b ) and 439 (/) of 
Babu Annada Charan Dutta on the 8th February and 16th March, 1923, 
respectively, and to revised rule 10 of the Rules for the management of 
Government Medical Schools of which a copy is laid on the Library table. 

(b) Government do not consider that the restriction imposed by the 
existing footnote to rule 10 unfairly prejudices the Dacca Division. 
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Calcutta University. 

•XXXIV. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education 
be pleased to state whether in view of the proposal to form a representa- 
tive committee which he contemplates in connection with the Calcutta 
University, he has information that the University Bills, which have 
been introduced in the Council by private members, will be withdrawn? 

(b) Tf not, will the Hon’ble the Minister oppose them on behalf of 
the Government P 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when the said 
committee is going to be formed? 

(d) Will the Hon’blo the Minister be pleased .to state whether the 
non-official members of the Council will be given the opportunity to 
elect their representatives on the said committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The Bills have been with- 
drawn. 

(b) The qnestion does not arise. 

(c) It has sinoe been decided to drop the committee and to hold a 
conference on the lines announced by His Excellency the Chancellor in 
liis speech to the members of the Senate reported in the newspapers of 
the 3 Mil July, 1923. 

( d ) As the committee has been dropped the question does not arise. 

Water-ways of the 8ar*.8eraJganJ Railway. 

•XXXV. Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) With reference 
to the answer to clause (a) given to starred question No. XXVIII put 
at the November session of the Bengal legislative Council, 1922, will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be 
pleased to state whether he has received the detailed report on the water- 
ways of the Sara-Seraj^anj railway? 

(b) If the answer be in the negative, when does he expect to get that 
rei>ort ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan) : (a) No. The matter 
is still under investigation. 

(/ri The information will not be available till after the rains. 


Alleged irregularities in oertain elections of Pabna Local Board. 

•XXXVI. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the proceedings of the Pabna Local Board 
held on the 14th February, 1922? 
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' ^6) Is it a fact that on the notice of the special meeting (No. 324-41) 
issued by Pabna Local Board office and dated 1st February, 1922, to 
be held on 14th February, 1922, it was stated that the following items 
of business were to be transacted at that meeting — 


(i) to elect Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the nerw Board; and 
(u) to elect 7 members for the District Board, Pabna? 


(c) Is it a fact that the names of the persons who voted for and 
against the proposals of gentlemen as Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
have not been recorded as required by Rule 74 and Model Rule 33? 

(d) Is it a fact that the new Chairman of the Pabna Lnenl Board 
took the chair before the approval of the Divisional Commissioner was 
obtained under section 25 of the Local Self-Government Act of 
1885 (B.C.)? If the answer be in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the date of the receipt of approval of the 
proceedings of the said Board by the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division and the date of the new Chairman's assumption of office? 

(c) Is it a fact that in pursuance to the notice mentioned in (b) above, 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and also seven members of the Pabna Local 
Board were elected at one and the same meeting P 

(f) Is it a fact that in connection with the proceedings of the Alipore 
Local Board, did the Advocate-General of Bengal give his opinion that 
the election of the member^ of the District Board at one and the same 
meeting of the Local Board for the election of Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman waH ultra vires because it violated the provisions of rule 54, 
and hence that part of the proceedings of the meeting (election of the 
members of the District Board) was unsustainable? 

iff) Does the Hou’ble the Minister consider the election of the 
seven members of the Pabna District Board made at the meeting of 
the Pabna Local Board held on the 14th February, 1922, as irregular 
and defective and not in conformity with section 120 of the I^oc&l Self- 
Government Act? 

(h) If the answer to (g) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to aunul the proceedings of the Pabna Local Board 
held on 14th February, 1922, to secure conformity with law and with 
the rules in force thereunder, and to discharge the statutory obligation 
imposed upon the Government to see that the law and the rules are 
observed ? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) Yes. 

(b) Tee. 

(c) There being no other proposal and no other candidate for the 
election of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the Local Board 
except Babu Lai it Mohan Saba and Babu Hemanta Eum&r Sarkar, 
respectively, they were duly elected as Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
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following the procedure laid down in election rule 40. Rule 74 and 
Model Rule 33 do not apply to a case like this. 9 

(d) Yes; the second part of the question does not arise. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes, but in the Alipore case the irregularity lay in the fact 
that the Local Board — not the District Magistrate — should have 
convened the meeting for the election of the District Board members. 

iff) No. 

( h ) The question does not arise. 

Vocational education. 

•XXXVII. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 

(a) Will the Hon ble the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Education be pleased to state whether it has been decided to take no 
further action on the resolution on Vocational Education passed bv 
the Council and accepted by the Government so far back as 
23rd February, 1921 ? 

(b) In it a fact that a scheme for opening Vocational Institutions 
in more than one place in Bengal was sanctioned and advertisements 
were published inviting applications for teachers for the sanctioned 
institutions? 

(c) Has the scheme been abandoned ? 

(d) If the answers to clauses (a) and (c) be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon ’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? ’ 

The Hon ble Mr, P, C. MITTER. (a) No. The member is referred 
in this connection to the answer to the starred question No. LV asked 
by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur at the meeting of the Council 
on the 9th February, 1923. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. The member is referred to the answer to the unstarred ques- 

tion No. 15 on the same subject put at this meeting by Babu Amulva 
Dhone Addy. J 

(d) Does not arise. 

Expenditure by Bakarganj District Board on certain items. 

♦XXXVIII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur? 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Government be pleased to make a statement as t-o how much money 
was spent by the District Board of Bakarganj in the years 1919 1923 

(t) for maintaining its — 

(1) engineering staff, 

(2) clerical staff, 
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( ii ) for travelling allowances of its officers anti members; 

(itt) for construction and repairs of office-buildings, inspection- 
bungalows and huts ; 

(it?) for the maintenance of institutions and roads within municipal 
areas? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what percentage 
of the whole of the income of the District Board of Bakarganj is spent on 
items, mentioned in the previous portion of this question ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) and (b) This information cannot be easily 
furnished since most of the items of expenditure referred to are not 
shown under different heads. Government are of opinion that the 
time and labour involved in compiling this information would not be 
justified. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Contribution by the Government of India for the upkeep of the 
Calcutta Medioal College. 

1. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the ITon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the amount of contribution received towards the upkeep 
of the Calcutta Medical College from the Government of India for the 
Training of Military Assistants and also the sums received from the 
Pxovincial Governments of Assam and Bihar for reserving special seats 
for the students belonging to those Provinces in the Calcutta Medical 
College ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: At present the 
Government of India pay nothing for the training of Military Assis- 
tant Surgeons but it has already been decided to raise the point and 
to make a claim on this account. In 1921-22, the Bihar and Orissa 
Government and the Assam Government paid Rs. 51 ,623-8*0 and 
Vs. 21,677, respectively, for the training of their students at the 
Medical College. 

Placing of Auliapur within the Patuakhali police-station. 

2. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the distance 
of Aulipur from police-station Galachipa in the district of Bakarganj 
and its distance from Patuakhali, and whether it is a fact that a big 
river intervenes between Auliapur and Galachipa? 
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( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware th^t the people of Auliapur 

are very turbulent and fond of litigation ? ( 

(c) Is it a fact that a case of murder committed last year or the 
year before in Auliapur is still undetected ? 

(d) Is it a fact that seven murders were committed this year in 
one family in Auliapur and that the police of Galachipa did hot arrive 
till some days after the occurrence on account of the distance of the 
place from the police-station and the inconvenience of communications? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of placing 
Auliapur within the police-station of Patuakhali for better police 
administration ? 

(/) Are the Government considering 'the desirability of inviting 
the opinion of the local authorities in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Auliapur is 25 miles 
from Galachipa and 18 miles from Patuakhali. *The river Lohalia inter- 
venes between Auliapur and Galachipa. 

(6) This is a matter of opinion. 

(c) A murder was committed in 1921. The case was committed 
to the Court of Sessions where the accused were acquitted. 

(d) These murders were committed on the 18th April, 1923, at 
12 midnight and wero reported at the police-station on the follow- 
ing day at 2 r.M. The police arrived at the place on the 20th April 
at 6 a m. 

(r) No. 

(/) No. 


Expansion of the School of Tropical Modicine. 

3. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI : 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether Government contem- 
piate %n early expansion of the School of Tropical Medicine? 

(b) If so, when is such expansion likely to take place? 

-(f) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
contemplated expansion is to include the establishment of a leper 
asylum or hospital near the school ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether public opinion was consulted 
before the project was finally decided upon ? 

( e ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there exists a strong 
public opinion against the establishment of a leper asylum or leper 
hospital in the very heart of the town of Calcutta? 
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(/) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of 
establishing the asylum or hospital outside the congested area of the 
town P 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a), (b) and 
(c) The scheme referred to in the question is at present in abeyance 
and no final decision baa been reached. 

(d) If it is decided to proceed with the scheme, the Minister proposes 
first to take ever}' opportunity of ascertaining public opinion on the 
project. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) It would be ot great advantage to have the Out-patients’ 
Institute which is referred to in this question in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the School of Tropical Medicine, as there must be the 
closest correlation between the work of the Leprosy Institute and 
other departments of the Tropical School. It is the desire of the 
Tropical School authorities to conduct research work on early cases 
of leprosy in the hope of ultimately finding a complete cure for the 
disease, and research work of this kind could not be carried on with 
equal facility in any site outside the town, but in view of the facts 
stated above every possibility will be considered l>efore the scheme is 
proceeded with. 

Pasture lands and oattle diseases in Bengal. 

4. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries aware 
that the pasture lands in the Bengal Presidency are inadequate con- 
sidering the number of cattle in the Presidency? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware of the fact that cattle 
disease has been increasing for want of adequate pasture lands? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the pasture and unculti- 
vated lands are being cultivated by the tenants with or without the 
consent of the landlords? 

(d) Ts the Hon’ble the Member aware that at the raiyats’ confer- 
ences recently held resolutions w<*re passed to the effect that the 
landlords be approached for restoring sufficient pasture lands? 

(*) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
early steps to provide sufficient pasture lands in the Presidency? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. 4 . T. Donovan): Yes 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 
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(d) Yes. 

(e) The member is referred to the debate in the July session of 
the Council on Maulvi Ekramul Huq’s resolution on the subject. 

Election of members of the District and Local Boards of 
BakarganJ. 

5. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Governioent be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the election of members of the District 
Board of Bakarganj from Local Boards was effected in November last? 

(b) Why have not the names of the elected and nominated members 
for the District Board of Bakarganj been gazetted as yet? 

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

The member is referred to the reply given to starred question No. Ill 
asked by Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur in this session. 


Payment for medical aid by patients in Government hospitals 
in Calcutta, 

6. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that from the 1st January, 1923, 
new rules have been introduced under which indoor and outdoor patients 
of several Government hospitals in Calcutta are required to pay for 
medical aid*? . 

(b) Did the Hon’ble the Minister exhaust all possible means to 
effect retrenchment before taking this step? 

(c) If so, what steps did he take to effect retrenchment and with 
what result? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the new rules will 
adversely affect hundreds of the poor every year in Calcutta? 

(a) Did the Hon’ble the Minister take into consideration the 
expenditure of the Medical Department as a whole before deciding 
on this step? 

(/) Will the ’Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps 
he took to satisfy himself that no economy could be effected in the 
Medical Department and no money could be directed to meet the 
enhanced price of medical stores, etc. ? 

(g) Is it not a fact that the price of medical stores, etc., has risen 
since the outbreak of the Great War? 

(h) What effect has this rise of prices had on the running of the 
hospitals since 1914 down to the present time P 
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Th« Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Th« answer 
is iif the affirmative. Indigent persons are, however, exempted from 
payment of such fees and from the 7th July the levy of a charge on 
out-patients has been abolished. 

(&)> (c)> (e) and (/) The cost of maintaining these hospitals haa 
increased considerably in recent years, and it was decided to charge 
fees from persons attending these hospitals who could fjfford to pay 
such fees, with a view to meet some poition a? least of the increased 
expenditure in this connection. All po^sddo steps are being taken to 
effect economy and increase resources and the measure in question was 
one of various measures which have received consideration. 

(d) The new rules will not affect the really poor people as they 
are exempted from payment of the fees, while a large number of beds 
have been reserved for their free treatment. 

'(ff) Yes. 

(h) The rise in the prices of medical stores has to some extent 
adversely affected the management of hospitals and dispensaries, since 
it has been necessary to make every possible economy to counter- 
balance the additional expenditure on stores. 


Comparing clerk for Registration offices. 

7. Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) awaro that 
registered documents are compared and copied by ordinary clerks in 
Registration offices? , 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that it is possible that altera- 
tions may be made during the course of comparison and copying of' those 
documents? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
comparing clerk in every Registration office as in civil or criminal courts 
to save the document from being altered or tampered with? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
[REGISTRATION] (the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes; but any wilful alteration made during the course of copy- 
ing or comparison will make the person responsible for such alteration 
liable to criminal prosecution under section 81 of the Indian Registra- 
tion Act. 

(c) No; but instructions issued in 1921 that so far as possible 
copies should be checked by permanent mohurirs. 
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Appeal against the election of me m bers to the District Board from the 
the Patuakhali Looai Board. 

* < 

8. Maulvi FAILAL KARIM; , (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state— 

(?) whether any member of the Patuakhali Local Board recently 
■ appended to the Government against the older of the District 
Magistrate of Bakarganj to set aside the election qf^nembers 
to the District Board from the Patuakhali «Logsl ®oard ; 

(h) if so, how has the application been disposed of? 

‘ ' ( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of amending 
tbe rules at an early date ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Government were advised that the application should be dis- 
allowed. 

(b) Yes, certain amendments of the rules are under consideration. 


Establishment of a municipality at Caibandha. 

9. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that , a proposal has been made for tbe establishment of a municipality at 
Gaibandha? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether any 
objection or any deputation for and against the establishment of the 
said municipality has been received? 

(i c ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether there 
was any objection as to the boundaries? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of the Government to establish a municipality ai 
Gaibandha with little modification of boundaries? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA] (a) Yes. 

(6) An objection was lodged and the Minister for Local Self-Govern- 
ment discussed the caBe with a deputation of persons, who represented 
both sides of local opinion. 

(c) Yes, 

^ (d) As settled at the Conference, the District Magistrate has beei 

asked to decide certain questions in dispute relating to the boundaries. 
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10. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hobble the Member 
in charge of the J ucficinl Depnar^ment be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken to open a Munsifi CoflrtnAGopalganj ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what will b» the 
cost of erecting houses like those at Goalundo and Chikandi? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 

Government are considering the desirability of accepting the offer of thb 
local Banking and Trading Company for erecting houses on Government 
land accorflsng"’io- Government plan and of letting them out at a rent of 
5 per cent, of the cost of erection ? * 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether land has 
been acquired for the purpose P 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAH IM : (a) The member is referred to the 

answer given to the question asked by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Rahmatjan 
Choudhury on this subject in the July sessions. 

(b) Rs. 14,000 (excluding residences) but such buildings are only of a 
temporary nature. 

(c) Government have received no such offer. 

(d) Yes. 


Searching fee in the Registration Department. 

11. Babu JOCE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: Is the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) aware 
that “ searching fees ” are now twice charged (one for inspection of the 
Index, and again for inspection of the Volume) for inspection of a single 
document, and that previously one fee was considered sufficient? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: From 1st January, 1865, to 30th 
June, 1893, there was only one fee of Re. 1 for searching the Registers, 
jphich included— (a) searching of the Indexes, and ( b ) inspection of 
Register-Book. 

This fee of one rupee was split up with effect from 1st July, 1893, 
into two fees of annas eight each one for searching Indexes and the other 
for inspecting Registers. ThuB there has been no increase under this 
head since 1865. Under the present provisions a person may search an 
Index only on payment of a fee of annas eight or inspect an entry in the 
Register-Book on payment of a fee of annas eight, under Article F(7) (Hi). 

The member is also referred to the reply to the unstarred question 
No. 413 by Maulvi Shah Abdur Rauf at the meeting of the 26th February 

1 QO Q * ^ 
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Muhammadan and Namasudra riot at PadmalHIa in Faridpur. 

12. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8. (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware that a serious riot between Muham- 
madans and Namasudras recently took place at Padmalilla, police-station 
Kasiani in Faridpur? 

(b) Is he also aware of the fact that travelling has become unsafe 
specially for Namasudras in police-stations Bhanga, ^aksudpur, Nagra- 

kanda and in the neighbouring places and that litigants cannot regularly 
attend courts at Bhanga with the result that suits are decree^! ex parte or 
dismissed for default P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps are 
being taken by the Government to restore peace in the locality? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) A serious disturbance 
took place in May last. 

(b) Interference with travellers was confined to a few isolated cases 
for a very short time during the days of excitement. Journeys could be 
made to Bhanga with perfect safety in June and subsequently. 

The figures of cases disposed of in the munsifs* courts at Bhanga 
during May and June have been examined by the District Judge and it 
does not appear that an unusual number of suits were decreed ex parte or 
dismissed for default. Five applications have been made for the revival 
of suits on the ground alleged in the question. 

(c) Peace was fully restored in June. 

Establishment of Union Boards in the Jessore district. 

13. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that the people 
of Jessore disapprove of the establishment of Union Boards in the 
district? 

it® 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: No. In 1922 the 
Establishment of Union Boards in Jessore was sanctioned. One petition 
for and three petitions against the formation of such Boards have been 
teceived, but the Minister is unable to say how far these petitions repre- 
sent popular opinion, J 

In any case they are based primarily on the incorrect assumption that 
the formation of a Union Board necessarily and inevitably involves new 
taxation. It is true that a Union Board will not attain its full measure 
of usefulness until its value and potentialities are so evident to the 
villagers as to lead them to acquiesce in self-taxation so as to give wider 
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scope for weA th«a the contributions given by the District Board provide. 
ButVich taxation is purely optional and if this fact is grasped, it is 
believed that opposition to the expansion of village self-government will 
disappear. 


Production of Medical Certificate from Civil Surgeon by 
constables on leave. 

14. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware that many constables on leave 
submit medical certificates from Sub-Assistant Surgeons P 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that these constables being very 
poor men are unable to secure a certificate from the Civil Surgeon or get 
them countersigned P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that these certificates are not 
accepted by the Superintendents of Police arid that the constables are 
prosecuted and sentenced in court on technical grounds? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many such 
prosecutions have taken place from 1st January to June, 1923, in JessoreP 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment are considering the desirability of relaxing the rules, if there be 
any, on this point P 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that there is at present great dis- 
content in this district amongst the whole police force for the above 
reasons ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Yes. 

(h) The question of poverty does not arise because no Government 
medical officer is permitted to charge any fees for granting such a certi- 
ficate to any Government servant. 

(c) Medical certificates granted to non-gazetted officers of Govern- 
ment by registered medical practitioners whose names are borne on the 
u annual medical list ” published under section 32 of the Bengal Medical 
Act, 1914, are accepted by Superintendents of Police without counter- 
signature by the Civil Surgeon. But if the Superintendent of Police has 
reason to doubt the genuineness or veracity of any such certificate, he may 
direct the officer applying for leave to appear before the Civil Surgeon 
for examination. Constables are not prosecuted on technical ground*,, 
but on charges of absence without leave with insufficient reason. 

(d) Seven. 

(e) The rules are contained in paragraph 131, Volume Ifl of the Polioe 
Regulations. Government do not propose to alter them. 

(/) Government have received no report of discontent due to the rules, 
but some discontent has been reported on account of the difficulty in grant- 
ing leave applications in Jessore district owing to a large number of men 

4 
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having been granted leave -on medical certificate. This is a fre<£uent 
source of difficulty in the more unhealthy districts, and in the interests of 
those who require leave it is necessary to scrutinise closely all applications 
for extension of leave. 


Establishment of Commercial, Agricultural and Industrial 8chool$. 

15. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state what steps have been taken during the last two years and what steps 
it is proposed to take during the current year for the establishment of — 

(a) Commercial Schools with Museums, 

(b) Agricultural Schools with farms, 

(c) Industrial Schools with workshops, 

in Bengal in accordance with the resolutions passed in this Council P 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) to (c) Schemes were prepared for the estab- 
lishment of two Commercial schools, two Industrial schools and twenty 
Elementary Agricultural schools but none of these; schemes could be given 
effect to owing to financial stringency. The case of the Commercial 
schools will receive the necessary attention of Government as soon as 
the financial position improves, but the schemes for the two other classes 
of schools will have to l>e re-examined from the point of view of the 
recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee as indicated in para- 
graphs 316 and 289 of their Report. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask as to whether the 
state of the finances has improved since the enactment of the taxation 
Acts and the reduction of expenditure on the recommendations of the 
Retrenchment Committee? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: It appears to be a question that should be 
addressed to the Finance Department. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask why even a begin- 
ning has not. been made in connection with the establishment of com- 
mercial, technical and industrial schools notwithstanding the resolu- 
tions passed by this Council? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: For financial reasons. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I further ask as to whether 
Government would be pleased at least to commence the establishment 
of such schools during the current year? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: It all depends upon the financial condition. 
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IBabu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA* Is it Hot a fact that the pro- 
ject of a commercial and industrial school at Chittagong was approved 
of by Government and now awaits the sanction of His Excellency the 
Governor and that an advertisement for a Superintendent was made 
in the different papers? Will the Government be pleased to state if that 
project will be taken up first ? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: I can give no such undertaking. 

I nor ease in the number of daooities in Bengal. 

16. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(?) the cause or causes, either economic, political or otherwise, 
that have tended to the abnormal growth of dacoity in recent 
times till Q*er the districts in Bengal; 

(«) the number of c ases of dacoity reported from each of the dis- 
tricts of Bengal from January to April, 1923; 

(tit) a comparative statement showing either increase or decrease in 
the number of cases of dacoity committed in each of the 
districts of Bengal during the corresponding months last 
year ; 

fir) the number of cases, out of the total number of dacoities, that 
have been ascertained to lie purely politieal; 

(i?) the reason or reasons that have led the authorities to give those 
cases a political complexion; 

( vi ) the total amount of wealth, in cash and jewellery whicK has, so 

far, been carried away by the dacoits in all the cases of 
dacoity committed bv them in all the districts of Bengal 
during the period as aforesaid ; 

(vii) the number of cases of dacoity that have, so far, been Iraced, 

detected and sent up for trial and punished ; 

(Wit) the number that still remains undetected ; 

(iz) the class or classes of people that have formed into gangs and 
have committed those dacoities; and 

(a*) the number of unlicensed guns and revolvers used along with 
other weapons in carrying out the dacoities? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
drastic or social measure or measures to put an effective check on tbe 
increasing number of dacoits? 

The Hon* We Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80M: (a) (?) Dacoities have 
increased in. recent years for various reasons, of which economic distress 
is one. Another particular factor was tbe escape of convicts from 
Bajshahi Jail in March, 1921. To a great extent tbe non-co-operation 
movement has been the cause by spreading contempt for lawful authority. 
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dislocating the chaukidari administration and diverting the energies of 
the regular and rural police from their preventive duties and the surveil- 
lance of criminals. 

(it) and (Hi) A statement is laid on the table. 

(iv) Nil. 

(t?) This does not arise. 

( vi ) Us. 4,83,000 in cash and ornaments. 

( vii ) and (viii) A statement is laid on the table. 

(t>) Most of the dacoities were committed by the poorer classes; a 
few have been the work of bhadralok gangs. 

(r) In 29 cases, guns and in two cases, revolvers were used along with 
other weapons. It is not known whether they were licensed or unlicensed. 

(b) Measures have been taken and continue to be taken by way of 
preventive action under the Code of Criminal Procedure and the employ- 
ment of special patrols in affected areas. The situation is improving. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 16 (vii) and 
(viii) showing the number of cases of dacoity in Bengal districts. 


Kune* of dUtricU. 

Number of ctm of 
decolty reported 
from J unwary to 
April, 1 VIS. 

Number of hum 
from Jemiery to 
April, IMS. 

Increaae or 
decree**. 

Hurd wan— 




Bsnkura 

10 

16 

- 6 

Birbhum 

12 

9 

+ 3 

Burdwan 

24 

16 

+ 8 

Hoogldy 

11 

20 

- 9 

Howrah ••• 

7 

11 

- 4 

Midnapore ••• ••• 

42 

95 

- 53 

Total 

106 

167 

61 

Presidency— 




Jen sore 

2 

9 

- 7 

Khulna ••• ••• 

2 

6 

- 4 

Muwhidabod 

5 

12 

- 7 

Hadis 


23 

- « 

24-Pargtnw 


32 

+ 1 

Total 

59 

82 

- 23 
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Nime* of dlotriott. 

Number of cm*** of 
dacoltr reported 
from January to 
April, IMS. 

Number of cum 
from January la 
April, im. 

IooreiMM or * 
dear****. 

Rajshalii — 




Bogra 

14 

14 

... 

Darjeeling 

7 

4 

■f 3 

Dinajpnr 

25 

29 

- 4 

Jalpaigmi 

11 

10 

+ 4 

Malda 

5 

5 

... 

Pabna ... 

17 

19 

- 2 

Rajalialii 

9 

17 

- 8 

Rangpur 

45 

44 

+ 1 

Total 

133 

142 

- 9 

Dacca — 




Dacca 

31 ; 

26 

+ 5 

Myrnensingh 

30 

35 

- 5 

Tippera ... , 

17 

21 

- 4 

Total 

78 

82 

- 4 

Bakarganj— 




Bakarganj 

18 

26 

- 8 

Chittagong 

5 

2 

+ 3 

Faridpur 

13 

13 

... 

Koakhali 


1 

- 1 

Total 

36 

42 

- 6 

Provincial Total 

412 

515 

- 103 
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Statement ref erred t* in the reply to umtarred question JStc C 16 (vii) and 
(Viii) shouting the results of investigation of d&coity eases.— Januqry 
to Apr (1^926. * 


District. 

Oases Id which 
no one was 
jent up for 
trial. 

Oases in which 
persons were 
sent up for 
trial. 

Oases In 

which con- 

▼ictivin was 

obtained. 

Number in 
column 1 

p*mi»ig in- 
vestigation. 

Number In 

column 2 

pending tilal. 

Burdwftu— 






Bankura . 

10 

... 

... 

3 

... 

Birbiium 

10 

2 

1 

... 

1 

Burdwan 

22 

2 

... 

4 

1 

Hooglily 

10 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Howrah 

6 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Midnapore 

37 

5 

2 

8 

1 

Preaidency — 






Joaaore 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Khulna 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Murihidabad 

5 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Nadia 

11 

6 

1 a. 

3 

5 

24-Parganaa 

29 

4 

1 

20 

3 

Rajshahi — 






Bogra 

8 

6 

1 

3 

5 

Darjeeling 

6 

1 

... 

2 

i 

Dinajpur 

23 

2 

1 

4 

1 

Jalpaiguri 

11 

1 

... 

2 

... 

Maid a 

* 

1 

•*» 

... 

1 

Paboa 

i 14 

3 

... 

2 

2 

Rajah alii 

7 

2 

... 

1 

1 

Bangpur 

38 

7 

... 

6 

6 
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St 

District. 

? — T — 7 — 
* 

Cum In wh foh 
nft on# wi,| 
►ent up fur 
tjiil. 

i Cm** In which 
p« r.«oiH were 
r Mi.t up loi 
f Ui*L 

C Oaw* iu 

»hl('n eon* 
\UUon «m 
obtained. 

4 

Jljurat*r * In 
aphiiDa * i 
trading te- 

Number t* 
column | 

pending trial. 

Dacca — 






Dacca 

29 

2 

1 

10 

l . 

Myntenaingh 

26 

4 

• 

t 

3 

Tipper* 

15 

1 2 

... 

2 

s. 

Bakarganj — 






Bakargnnj 

16 

2 

... 

4 

2 

Chittagong 

5 


... 

2 

... 

Faridpur 

12 

1 

... 

5 

1 

Koakliali 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Provincial Total 

358 

54 

9 

92 
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Acquisition of Jote lands in the Western Duars Khastnahal to be 
included within the Reserved forest area. 

17. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
p eased to state the policy, if any, of the Government in acquiring 
large quantities of Jote lands in the Western Duars. Khasmahal in 
Jalpaiguri and of including them within the Reserved forest area? 

(b) Is it a fact that on account of the above extension of forest a 
large number of people have been evicted from their holdings and have 
been deprived of a considerable portion and, in some cases, the major 
portions, of their agricultural lands P 

(c) Is it a fact that they have not been paid anything as compensa- 
tion for their lands ? 

(d) Have the Government taken any steps to mitigate the sufferings 
of these tenants? 

(e) Are the Government aware that there has been much opposition 
on the part of the Jotedars and much discontent prevails amongst them 
in connection with the new leases P 
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The Hon’ble* the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ^ of 
BURDWAN: (a) It is the policy of Government to avoid the resumption 
of large areas of Jote lands for the purposes of reservation of forests. 
But the resumption of such lands for the extension jpf reserved forests 
sometimes becomes necessary for the prevention of erosion and on other 
such unavoidable grounds. ", 

(b) No. * 

( c ) Yes. This is in accordance with the terms of the lease under 
which the land is held. Compensation is, however, paid for houses and 
trees standing on the land. 

(d) Yes. In settling new lands, preference is given to the bona fide 
cultivators that may have suffered on account of such resumption pro- 
ceedings. 

(e) The restrictions regarding transfer in the new form of mal-jote 
leases had caused a stir among the Jotedars in the beginning, but when 
it was realized that they were meant for the exclusion of foreigners and 
for the benefit of the local Jotedars, the opposition ceased. So far as 
Government is aware no discontent exists at present. 


Headquarters of members and allowances drawn. 

18. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL H AQ : (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Legislative Dejwrtment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount of travelling and residential allowances 
Iruwn by each of the members of the Bengal Legislative Council from 
1st July, 1922, to March, 1923, and the headquarters from which such 
travelling allowance has been drawn for attendance at Council meetings 
or Select Committee meetings in Calcutta? 

(b) Will the Hon’ bio t he Member be pleased to stato who among the 
members have drawn week-end travelling allowances from February, 1921, 
to March, 1923? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) and (b) Two statements are laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 18 {a) showing 
the amount of mileaqe and daily allowances drawn by each mem- 
ber of the Bengal Legislative Council and the headquarters from 
which such mileage allowances have been drawn , from July , 1922, 
to 81st March , 1923. 


Naraw. Headquarter*. 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur ... Dacca 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin ... Rajahahi 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Waaimuddin Pabnt 
Ahmed, Maulvi Aeaharuddin ... ... GuUhakhali 


Amount draw*. 
Re. A. P. 

1,955 12 0 
1,254 8 0 
1,892 4 0 
1,829 2 0 
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hurnec. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Rafi Uddin 
Ahmed, Maulvi Ynkuintaddin ... 

Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Ahmed, Munehi Jaflfar 
AH, Mr. Syed Erfau 
Ali, Munshi Amir 
A)i, Munahi Ayub 
Arhainuddin, Maulvi Khaudakar 
Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed 
Barraa, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.b.i. 
Bhattacharji, Bnbu Hein Chandra 
Cbaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohau 
Chagdhuri, Balm Tanka Nath ... 

Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar 
Rahman. 

Cbaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad 

Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Rahmatjan 

Cbaudhuri, Maulvi Fazlal Karim- 

Dae, Babu Bhishmadev 

Dae Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra 

DeLisle, Mr. J. A. 

Do»5», Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, M b.i. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bliushan 
Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M. 

Haq, Shah Syed Eindadul 
Huq, Maulvi Ekramul 
Hussaiu, Maulvi Mahammed Madaasur 
Janah, Babu Sarot Chaudia 
Karim, Maulvi Fazlal 
Khan, Babu Debendra Lai 
Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din 
Khan, Maulvi Muhammad RAfique Uddin ... 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman 
Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muhammad Krshad Ali. 

Makramali, Munahi ... ... 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra 
Mukharji, Babu Satiah Chandra ... 

Mukhurji, Pro feasor S. C. 

Mnkhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra 
MiiHick, Babu Kirode Behary ... * ... 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Jubbar 
Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdor 


Headquarters. 


Amount drawn. 

Rb . a . p . 

Jeasore 

... 

hW 

0 

0 

Dina j pur 


2,190 

6 

0 

Kartickpur 

... 

1,046 

11 

0 

Panchlaiah 


2,159 

10 

0 

Hooghly 

... 

1,183 

0 

0 

Chittagong 

... 

1,682 

8 

0 

Do. 


2,018 

10 

0 

Tangail 

... 

1,646 

15 

0 

Dacoa 


1,431 

14 

0 

Rangpur 


1,860 

14 

0 

Dharampur 


2,484 

15 

0 

Kajshahi 

... 

2,071 

2 

0 

Mo Ida war 


1,155 

9 

0 

Bogra 


1,663 

1 

0 

Malda 


1,230 

15 

0 

Khanpur 

••• 

1,117 

4 

0 

Ulania 


1,083 

1 

0 

Bhanga 

... 

2,220 

4 

0 

Barisal 


1,127 

6 

0 

Nnrayanganj 


1,528 

8 

0 

Dacca 


928 

3 

0 

Chittagong 

... 

1,489 

1 

0 

Com ilia 


1,679 

6 

6 

Do. 


782 

10 

0 

Do. 

... 

1,813 

7 

0 

Gornlmzar 


1,300 

13 

0 

Rampurhat 


1,084 

10 

0 

Midnapore 


279 

6 

0 

Patuakhali 


1,842 

8 

0 

Midnap^re 


610 

0 

0 

Gaibandha 

... 

1,943 

0 

6 

Jamalpur 


2,182 

2 

0 

Balia 

... 

429 

2 

0 

Natore 

... 

1,489 

13 

0 

Noakhali 

... 

1,660 

7 

0 

Uoogldy 


630 

1 

0 

Do. 

... 

513 

1 

0 

8erampore 


554 

2 

0 

Tamluk 

... 

969 

6 

0 

Khulna 


1,648 

10 

0 

Cliinaduli 


1,473 

10 

0 

Rangpur 

... 

1,530 

8 

0 
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Names. 

Ray, Kuinar Shib She kli ares war 

Headquarter*. 

Taliirpur 


Amount drawn. 

Bs. 1. p. 

831 4 0 

Ray, Itfti Bahadur Upendra Lai 

Chittagong 


2,924 

2 

0 

Ray Chaudhari, Babu Brojendra Kinhor 

Gouripur 


503 

12 

0 

Ray Chaudluiri, Mr. Krishna Chandra 

Cliandernagore 


1,642 

14 

0 

Ray Choudhury, Ruja Mutnimtha Nath 

Santosh 


622 

0 

0 

Riahi, Babu Rasik Chandra ... 

Noakhali 


1,345 

13 

0 

Roy, Bahu Jogendra Krishna ... 

Domenha 


1,374 

14 

0 

Roy, Babu Jotrendra Nutli 

Amhgola 


1,498 

6 

0 

Roy, Bahu Nulini Nath 

Jessore 


174 

8 

0 

Roy, Mahiiraja Bahadur Kshaumsh Cliandra 

Nadia 


1,186 

14 

0 

Roy, Mr. Bijnyprosad Singh 

Chakdighi 


1,144 

10 

0 

Boy, Mr. Tarit Bhuahan * 

Amligola 


104 

11 

0 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh ... 

Chakdighi 


1,121 

0 

0 

Roy, Raja Mamloll Singh, c.i.e. 

Do. 


1,008 

6 

0 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra ... 

Rang pur 


1,701 

0 

0 

Sinha, Bahu Surendrt Narayan 

Nclmlia 


787 

15 

0 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hannan 

Midnopore 


571 

4 

0 

Travers, Mr. W. L., o.b e. ... 

Jalpaiguri 


919 

6 

0 


•TUU monitor doai not draw regularly til* mileage ,a llowrance but he draw* it on ipeciitl drcunwtancei. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. IS (b) 
regarding week-end journeys made by members since February , 1921 . 

1. Afzul, Nuwnbzadn, K. M., Khan Bahadur. 

2. Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Enmduddin. 

3. Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wusimuddin. 

4. Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin. 

5. Ahmed, Maulvi Rafi Uddin. 

6. Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

7. Ahmed, Mr. M. 

8. Ahmed, Munslii Jafar. 

* 9. Ali, Munslii Amir. 

10. Ali, Munslii Ayub, * 

11. Arhamuddin, Maulvi Kkandakar. 

12. Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 

13. Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.b.b. 

14. Bhattaeharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 

15. Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. 

16. Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haiizar Rahman. 
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17. Das, Babu Bhishmadev. 

18. ' Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M. 

19. Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

. 20. Hussain, Maulvi Mahammed Madassur. 

21. Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. 

22. Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique ITddin. 

23. Khan Ckaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Ershad Ali- 

24. Makramali, Munshi. 

25. Mukhopadhaya, Bahu Surat Chandra. 

26. Mullick, Balm Nirode Behary. 

27. Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 

28. Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

29*. Rishi, Babu Rasik Chandra. 

30. Roy, Mr. Bijovprosad Singh. 

31. Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 

32. Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh, c.i.e. 

33. Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 

34. Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Muhammadan ministerial officers in the Tippera and Noakhali districts, 

19. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the* 
table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of ministerial officers in the Tippera and Noakhali 
districts, subdivision by subdivision and how many of them 
are Muhammadans; 

(if) the number of vacancies which took place in the ministerial 
staff; and 

(tit) the number of Muhammadans appointed to fill up such vacan- 
cies during the last tw'o years? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking steps to bring the 
number of Muhammadans to one-third of the total strength, where 
necessary, in view of the circular issued by the Government in 1914 P 

The Hobble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (a) (t) to (m) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(b) The statistic/ furnished will show that steps have already been 
taken to attain the one-third standard. 
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Headquarters of members <*nd allowances drawn. 

♦ 

20* Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER. («) Will the Hon’ble the' 
Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the amount of travelling and residential 
allowances drawn by each of the members of the Bengal Legislative- 
Council from 1st July, 1922, to March, 1923, and the headquarters from 
which such travelling allowances have been drawn to attend Council 
meetings or Select Committee meetings in Calcutta? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state who among the* 
members have drawn week-end travelling allowances from February,. 
1921, to March, 1923? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
members put in bills for travelling in Railway trains in comport mtn to- 
other than first class compartments? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state their 
names ? 

The Hofl’ble Sir ABD”UR”RAHIMi (a) and (/>) The member is. 
referred to the reply given to unstarred question No. 18 at this session. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (1) Maulvi Muhammad Rafique Uddin Khan, (2) Rai Muhendrm 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur, (3) Babu Surendra Narayun Sinha. 


Education of the backward classes. 

21. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the- 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) how he means to spend the sanctioned amount of Its. 20,000 for 
the improvement of education of the backward classes during 
the year 1923-24 ; 

(it) whether the sum is going to be spent through the departmental 
agency or through some public or private societies; and 
(in) if through societies, will ho be pleased to lay on the Library 
table the audited accounts of these societies for .1922-23 andL 
their budget estimates for 1923-24? 

Tha HOfl l ble Mr. P. C. MITTER. (i) A statement is laid on the table. 
(it) Both. 

(in) Government regret that they are not at present in a position to- 
comply with this request. The Department is in correspondence with the* 
societies on the subject. * 
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*ie 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 21 (i)4towing 
an account of the grant of Rs. 20,000 sanctioned in Government order 
No, 538 Edn., dated the 16th February , I923 y to he spent during 
* 1923-24 and 1924-25. 


fisrial 

Mo. 

iUma of txpenditur*. 

During 

1923-M. 

During 

1924*36 

Remarks. 

1 

Recurring grant for the education 
of Sonthala and aboriginal girls. 

642 

642 

Tli* amount is given to 
the Baptist Zenana 
Mission, Kntally. 

2 

2 Graduate scholarships of Rs. 30 a 
month each. 

1,080 

1,080 


3 

4 Senior Scholarship* of Rs. iB a 
month each. 

1,440 

1,440 


4 

4 Junior scholarships of Rs. 10 a 
mouth each. 

960 

960 

Tho amount ts spent 
through Departmental 
agencies. 

$> 

33 Middle scholarships of Rs. 4 a 
month each. 

3,168 ' 

4,752 


6 

60 Upper Primary scholarships of 
Rs. 3 a month each. 

4,320 

4,320 


7 

Grant to the Narnasudra Students 
Hostel «t Faridpur. 

312 

312 


S 

Grant to tho Society for Backward 
Classes to Kelp starting new pri- 
mary schools. 

3,250 

3,250 

Tho amount is spent 
through the Secretary 
of the Society. 

9 

Grant to a Training Class for Son- 
thali Gurus for supplementing 
scholarships and pay of teachers, 
etc. 

1,656 

! 

1,656 

The amount is spent by 
the B him pore Mission 
authorities in Midna- 
pore. 


Total 

1 

16,828 



18,412 



' 8upply of uncertified copies from oopies of settlement records. 

22. Babu BHISHMADEV DA8: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased tp state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of passing orders 
to Munsifs’ Courts to supply uncertified copies from copies of settlement 
records for information of the parties and the public P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
SURD WAN: The ansver is in the negative. 
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23. Mauhri FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state whether he is aware of a Raiyat Conference held in Baisak last 
atFuljhuri in the district of Bakarganj, presided over by Shuh Syed 
Emdadul Haq P 

(b) Was a copy of the resolutions passed in that Conference 
forwarded to the Government P 


The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

e 


Beds in the Medical College Hoepital and in the Campbell Hospital. 

24. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of I/ocal Self-Government 
be pleased to state the number of bods in the Medical College Hospital 
and in the Campbell Hospital that are maintained by the Government 
and by private endowments? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to place on the Library 
table a list of donors who have provided for maintaining the beds in 
the above Hospitals; if it is not possible to publish a separate listP 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (6) 

<t) The Medical College Hospitals — By Government 572; by private 
endowment about 10*. 

(«) The Campbell Hospital— By Government 732; by private 
endowment 1. 

The 44 Nam Soon Chinese Church and Club ” contributes R«. 2,000 
annually for reservation of two Government beds in the Medical 
College Hoepital for the admission of two Chinese who are member* 
of that Club. 

The endowed bed in the Campbell Hospital was provided by 
Mr. B* De, I.C.S. 


* are special bed* for children in the “ NUtarini Daai'a ward for children/' 

and are maintained out of the proceed! of the Nistarrai Dari Trust Fund. The number 
of bade is variable being dependent on the fluctuating income of the Fund. 
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- Hostel accommodation in Calcutta for female college student^ 

* /■ 4 ^- 

25. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU! (of Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state — •. 

(?) the amount spent by Government during the last 10 years in 
erecting hostels for female college students-; and * 

(n) the amount spent by Government during the same period in 
erecting hostels for female college students; and 

(Hi) what is the present hostel accommodation in Calcutta for 
female college students? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the demand for accom- 
modation in hostels for female college students is far in excess of the 
accommodation now available, and that such want of. accommodation 
is preventing and is likely to prevent a great many female students 
from prosecuting their college studies? 

(<•) What steps do the Government propose to take in order to meet 
the difficulty us to accommodation for female college students for the 
ensuing sessions for University studies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) (?) The amount is large, but 
exact figures will take a considerable time to compile. 

(//) The amount is negligible; but Its. 1,75,000 was spent in 1914-15 
in acquiring land for the construction of a hostel and certain other 
buildings for the Bethnne College. The extension scheme has been 
and is being held up for want of funds. Considerable grants have, 
however, been made to aided hostels. 

(???) One hundred and six students can be accommodated. 

(b) Government in the Ministry of Education are aware that there 
is a demand for further hostel accommodation for female college 
students in Calcutta. An appreciable portion of this demand is for 
students from outside Bengal. 

(c) Government have decided to subsidise a scheme put forward 
by the authorities of the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj for providing hostel 
accommodation for about 35 girl students. 

Grazing dues in the Western Duars Khas Matafltr 

26. Mr. PRASAMNA DEB RAIKAT: (a) Witt the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land .Hfvenue) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in the Western Duars Khas 
Mahals there has been a forge increase in the rates of the grazing dues 
for buffaloes and cattle f* 



4 :sm’; a 1 ■ " "w 

lf§f QUESTION. **' 

{b) Is it a fact that many jotedars have on aocouni o I the above 
increase sold off tWShcattle and buffaloes or have gone over to Assam 
and Cooch BeharP 

(c) Is it a fact that it has caused discontent amongst the cultivatonr 
and has been a source of great inconvenience and hardship to them? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for the above increase in the grazing dues ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN” (a) There has been no recent increase. Formerly the 
rates of grazing dues charged were annas eight per head per annum 
for buffalo and annas five for other cattle for permanent herds while 
for herds brought year after year from the neighbouring districts for 
a certain period only, the rates were annas six per head per annum 
for buffalo and annas three for other cattle. The rates for professional 
graziers were, however, too low. Aeeoidingly, in 1916, the rates pay- 
able by all professional graziers — both foreign and local — were raised 
tentatively to the level of the rates charged by the Forest Department, 
viz., Rs. 12 per head per annum for buffalo and Rs. 4-8-0 for other 
cattle. In March, 1918, they were, however, reduced to Rs. 3 and 
Re. 1-2-0, resjxectively, in the case of local professional graziers and 
to Rs. 6 and Rs. 2-4-0 in the case of foreign professional graziers. 
The rates for buffalo and other cattle belonging to ordinary local culti- 
vators who are not professional graziers- have, however, been left 
unchanged and are still annas eight per head per annum for buff&lo 
and annas five for other cattle. 

( b ) No; only the foreign graziers have migrated to Assam in the 
hope of finding cheaper grazing there. 

( c ) The local professional graziers naturally resented the enhance- 
ment of the rates but they had no reasonable ground for complaint 
inasmuch as the revised rates are only one quarter of those charged by 
Die Forest Department for grazing in forest reserves. 

(d) See reply to (a). 

Building at Kandtrapara for potitioal convicts. 

17. Rai Dr. HARIDMAM DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state — 

(t) how the hew jail buildings specially constructed at Kanchra- 
* para for political convicts are at present being utilised; and 
(*£ whether lie is prepared to hand them over to the Hon’ble the 
" Minister in charge of Education & be utilised as a Reforma- 
tory School under the Bengal Children ActP 

ft 
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The Hofi’bte Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) In Maroh, c 1923, 
orders were issued to dispose of all the structures and materials and 
they were sold by public auction on the 3rd instant. 

( ii ) They were unsuitable for this purpose. 


Reeumption of Khas Mahal lands in the Western Duars, Jalpaiguri. 

28. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: (a) Will the Hobble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there has been in recent years 
an extraordinary increase in the number of resumption proceedings in 
the Western Duars Khas Mahal and that jotes are being resumed by 
Government on account of technical violation of the terms of the leases, 
e.g., delay in mutation or transfer of a portion of a jote? 

Is it a fact that such violations were formerly overlooked as 
harmless, and that the observance of these rules was never insisted 
uponP 

(c) In this connection will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to 
state separately the number of resumptions in the year 1921, 1922, 
1923, compared with the previous three years before that? 

(d<) Is it a fact that resumed jotes are being settled with other 
people at a heavy salami , i.e., 25 per cent, of the market value of the 
landP 

(e) Is it a fact that in recent years heavy fines are being realized 
from jotedars on account of trifling violations of the terms of the lease, 
e.g., delay in mutation? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state separately the 
amount of salami and fines realized in the said Khas Mahal in the years 
1921, 1922, 1923 and also in the years 1916, 1917, 1918P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARA4ADHIRA4A BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: (a.) The increase in the number of resumption proceed- 
ings in the Western Duars Khas Mabal is due to the detection of 
numerous material breaches of the terms of the leases, and not to their 
mere technical violation . 

(6) No. Violations were formerly less frequently detected. 

(c) These statistics are not readily available. 

(d) The resumed jotes are resettled with the actual occupants or 
with other bona fide cultivators eligible under the rules on payment 
of a salami. Twenty-five per cent, is the maximum t rate of salami 
but each case is considered on its merits. 
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{#) No; but to keep the Tahsil records up-to-date and to ensure 
efficient Khas Mahal administration penalties are imposed to secure the 
registration of all transfers and successions enjoined by the leases. 

(/) Amount of salami and fines realised — 

“ Salami 1921-22— Rs. 12,025; 1922-23-Rs. 23,943. 

Mutation fine: 1921-22— Rs. 9,805; 1922-23— Re. 23,440. 


Effect to the recommendations of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee. 

29. Nawabxada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether he is aware of the fact that there is a great uneasi- 
ness in the public mind regarding the-recommeudations of the Retrench- 
ment Committee, specially those which relate to the abolition of poets 
in tile several Departments? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of making a state- 
ment at an early date as to the attitude of Government towards these 
recommendations ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. J, DONALD: (a) and (b) The Member is referred 
to the statement which lias been circulated to all members of the 
Legislative Council. 


Additional Professor of Midwifery of the Eden Hospital. 

90. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Jx>cal Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is true thut the new post created of an additional 
Professor of Midwifery attached to the Eden Hospital has 
been filled up by an I.M.S. officer; 

(it) whether it is true that the Resident Surgeon of the Eden 
Hospital who is also an I.M.S. officer is going on long 
leave; and 

(Hi) whether the Hon’ble the Minister will avail himself of this 
opportunity by appointing one Indian officer at least in this 
hospital ? 

The HonWo Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: ( i ) Yes. 

(it) The Resident Medical Officer, Eden Hospital, vie., Captain 
P. F. Gowyi.M.8., has already gone on leave. 

(m) The post whfch is reserved for the I.M.S. has already been 
|Ded up by an officer of that service. * 
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Grant to the Sherpur Municipality for constructing a school buildii^. 


31. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a grant of a loan of Rs. 10,000 was sanctioned 
in the last Budget for the Sherpur Municipality for constructing a school 
building? 

(b) Is it a fact that it was announced in the Gazette of 11th April or so 
that the loan was for the construction of the Municipal Office building and 
for excavating a tank P 

(c) If so, which is the correct object of the loan asked for by the 
municipality? 

(d) If the object of the loan was for the office building, then why was 
it otherwise noted in the Budget? 

(e) Under what procedure has the Hon’ble the Minister changed the 
object of the grant of the loan without putting the matter before the 
Council for sanction in the usual way P 

(/) Are the Government aware that the ratepayers of the Sherpur 
Municipality have vehemently objected to the grant of a loan for the office 
building P 

(g) If so, what have the Government decided to do in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: («), (r) and (d) 

In the budget for 1923-24 provision has been made for the grant of a loan 
o# Rs. 10,000 to the Sherpur Municipality for the construction of a build- 
ing for the office of the municipality and for excavating a tank. The 
words “ school buildings ” occurring in the budget are due to a clerical 
error. 

(b) Yes. 

(a) The facts of the case were clearly explained to the Legislative 
Council which was not misled by the error in the Financial Statement. 

(/) Yes, some of them have. 

(g) The loan has not yet been granted, because the financial position 
. of the municipality is under scrutiny. Government see no reason to 
modify their opinion as to the justification for the loan. 


Provision of inorsosod educational institutions for the depressed olasses. 

32. Babu BHISHMADEV OA3: WiU the Hon’ble the. Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, have been taken or are being taken to give effect to the resolution of 
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Shah Syed Emdadul Haq regarding the provision of increased educa- 
tional institutions for the depressed classes which was carried as amended 
by the Council in its meeting held on the 31st March, 1922 f 


Tho Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A sum of Rs. 20,000 was allotted 

last year for the provision of increased educational facilities for the 
depressed classes and a statement showing the allotment of the grant was 
laid on the table in reply to question No. 33 asked at the last session of the 
Council. 


Posts of Assistant Superintendents of Polioe. 

33. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many posts of Assistant Superintendents of Police have been 

tilled up in Bengal during the last three years by recruitment 
from England ; and 

(ii) what is the effect of such recruitment on prospects of promotion 

of Deputy Superintendents and Inspectors of Police to the 
posts of Assistant Superintendents of Police? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Deputy Superintendents of Police are eligible to sit for the examination 
hold for recruiting Assistant Superintendents of Police? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state bow many Deputy 
Superintendents and Inspectors of Police have been promoted to the posts 
of Assistant Superintendents of Police during the last three years? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H, L. 8tephenson): (a) (i) 22. 

(ti) No effect. Promotion of Deputy Superintendents is direct to the 
rank of Superintendent (or Additional Superintendent) of Police, and 1} 
per cent, of the superior posts on the Imperial Police cadre are reserved for 
this purpose. 

(b) No. 

(e) None, for the reasons given above. 

Irregularities in the election to the Coewami-Durgapur Union. 

34. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister 
- in char ge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware of the 
irregularities in the election to the Goswami-Durgapur Union in police- 
station Kustia in Nadia? 
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(b) Has the Hon'ble the Minister received an application fron^ the 
people of the locality about the matter P 

( c ) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) and ( b ) 

Government received a petition from some villagers alleging certain 
irregularities in connection with the election of members of the Union 
Board. 

( c ) On inquiry the allegations were found to be groundless. 


Remuneration and prospects of the copyists and typists. 

85. %8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether 
the resolution moved by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq regarding the remunera- 
tion and prospects of the copyists and typists has been favourably con- 
sidered by the Government ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what has been or is being done for them? 

Tho Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

(b) It is proposed to start a Provident Fund to which Government will 
contribute for the benefit of typists and copyists. 


Indian Medical 8ervioe Officers. 

88. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the number of Indian Medical Service Officers the 
Government of Bengal has to provide under Devolution Rule 12 and the 
actual number now employed P 

( b ) How many of them are now serving in the Teaching Department? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The Secretary 

of State has not yet fixed the number of posts to be reserved for the Indian 
Medical Service. The present strength of the cadre is 66; of these 17 
officers are on leave. 

(b) Fifteen. 
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Qanoaaaiom granted by the Eastern Bengal Railway authorttlaa 
during Puja holidays. 

37. ftai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Has the attention o! 
the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
(Railways) been drawn to the notification of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
authorities giving concessions during last Puja holidays only to traveller# 
to Darjeeling and Shillong? 

(b) Is he considering the desirability of taking timely steps to see that 
if any concession is at all granted it should help also the people of moder- 
ate means to enable them to attend home gatherings during the national 
festival time of Bengal P 

Mr. C. C. DEY: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government will address the Agent about the granting of con- 
cessions for other stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 


Earnings and expenditure of the Jessore-Jhenidah Railway. 

* 38. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Dou ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for 1921-22 — 

(i) the gross earnings of the Jessore-Jhenidah Railway from all 
sources; and 

(it) the amount of expenditure of the said Railway on the different 
heads P 


( 6 ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reason why 
this Railway has failed to declare any dividends since its opening P 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state the reason for 
the delay of the proposed extension of the J essore- Jhenidah Railway to 
S&ilkupa? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that Sailkupa is a big trading 
centre of Jessore and that this extension of the Railway line will be a 
source of profit to the Company P 

Mr. C. C. DEY: (a) (i) (u) This information is published in the 
report and statement of accounts for the year ending 31st March, 1922, a 
Copy of which is laid on the Library table. 

(3) This Railway is not a Government guaranteed Railway and Got* 
eminent is not in a position to say why a Limited Company cannot declare 
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^dividends. A dividend of 4 per cent, per annum was declared for the 
half year ending 31st March, 1914. 

(c) The Managing Agents of the Jessore-Jhenidah Railway have 
dropped the consideration of the project, as the District Board would not 
allow them to use the existing bridge on the river Navaganga. 

( d ) Yes, but in the present state of the money market, the return is not 
expected to be large enough, compared with that obtainable from other 
investments. 


Technological Institution at Calcutta. 

89. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state what progress has been made in the sanc- 
tioned scheme of a Technological Institution at Calcutta, and the scope of 
the proposed institution ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any possibility of establishing the proposed institution in the near future? 

Mr. d. T. DONOVAN: (a) The Calcutta Technical School is a sanc- 
tioned scheme from which it is hoped ultimately to develop a Techno- 
logical Institute, but the scheme for this development has not yet been 
sanctioned. 

The building for the Calcutta Technical School is now under construc- 
tion and is expected to be completed by the end of the current financial 
year. ** 

It is proposed for the present to give instruction on Mechanical and 
Motor engineering, Electrical engineering, and Building construction. 
The school will accommodate about 300 to 400 students and the building 
has been so designed as to carry further floors with the expansion of the 
school and ultimately to accommodate 1,000 students. 

(6) It is hoped to make a start early next year, funds permitting. 

Number of murder oases in the district of Burdwan. 

40. Ra]a MANILOLL 8INGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for 1922 and 1923 up to the end of June for the 
district of Burdwan — 

(») the number of cases of murder; 

(tt) the number of lives lost in each case ; and 
(w) the ultimate result of each case; 

in continuation of the 6 years’ statement given in reply to njy unstarred 
question No. 38 o^23rd August, 1922 ? 
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The Hon'bto Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: A statement is hid on tbs 

table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 40 showing 
the number of murder cases in the district of Burdu>an. 


Tear. 

Total number of 
cun declared 
true. 

1 

Total number of 
live* tott. 

Number of cmm 
Id which pereoue 
were lent up to r 1 
trial. j 

Number of eeue 
ending in eoevi* 
tion. 

1922 

21 

25 

G 

Nil. 

192S up to 30ih Jmiu 

9 

10 

5 

1 

Nil. 


Petty oases in the Calcutta Polioe Courts. 

• 

41. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Meinl)er in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state how 
many persons were sent to Jail in 1020, 1921, and 1922 from tho 
Calcutta Police Courts in default of payment of fines in “ petty cases M ? 

( h ) How many were sent to jail from January, 1923, to June, 
1923, in “ petty cases ”? 

( c ) W T hy is not time allowed to accused persons in “ potty cases M 
to pay their fines, and why are they sent to jail immediately? 

( d ) Ib it a fact that His Excellency the Governor and tho Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson during their visit of inspection to the Presidency Jail 
brought this matter of short-time imprisonment to the notice of the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate? Has effect been given to their sugges* 
tion? 

( e ) Is it a fact that certain Honorary Magistrates convict accused 
persons in “ petty cases ” without recording the plea of the accused 
and their statement, if any, and also the evidence of the prosecuting 
officer? 

(/) Is it a fact that Magistrates are satisfied even if a proxy comes 
to pay the fine on behalf of the accused, and the plea of the pfroxy 
is recorded, and order of conviction passed on him? 

(g) Is it a fact that the prosecuting police do not hesitate to get 
conviction order passed on proxies ? 

Tht Hon’bto Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Persons sent to jail in 

petty cases: 1920-2,544; 1921 — 3,019 ; 1922-3,381. 

(5) January, 1923, to June, 1923— —733. 
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(c) Tim© is Iftaw allowed to accused persons in most petty casps to 
pay their fines if they apply for it. 

(d) Yes. A circular was issued to all District Officers, District 
Judges and the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, deprecating the 
infliction of short terms of imprisonment. 

(e) Plea is always recorded. Some of the Magistrates record also 
the statement of the accused, if any. 

In cases of denial of the offence by the accused, the complSinant 
is invariably examined, but his evidence is not recorded by some of 
the Magistrates. 

(/) A plea of a proxy is not now recorded. 

(g) Prosecuting police are not allowed to put in a proxy for the 
real accused. 


Mining students from Bengal. 

42. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of mining students from Bengal now attending 
lectures in Bengal and Bihar Centres; and 
(it) the amount which Government spend annually for the purpose 
of educating these students P 

Mr. j. T. DONOVAN: (i) The number of mining students from 
Bengal attending during the session 1922-23 was 278. 

(m) The amount spent by Government during that session for the 
purpose of educating the students from Bengal was Rs. 6,052-9-0. 


Pending cases in the Calcutta Police Courts.' 

43. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to publish 
a statement of the fifty cases, which lasted the longest, in the Calcutta 
Police Courts, in 1922, giving the names of the trying Magistrates, 
the dates of institution of cases and the dates of their disposal, and * 
fEe number of adjournments in each case? 

(b) Is there any rule under section 21 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure framed by the Chief Presidency Magistrate that generally 
such oases should be sent to the Honorary Magistrates as oould be 
finished in the course of a day? 
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( j) Why is not a particular case heard day after dri^ by the Stipen- 
diary Magistrate until it is finished ? 

( d ) How many processes were issued from the Calcutta Police 
Courts in 1922, and how many witnesses were examined P 

(e) Are Haziras filed in all cases in the Calcutta Police Courts? If 
not, why not ? 

(/) Is it a fact that non-com jxiuwlable cases are compounded in 
the Calcutta Police Courts with the full coneuirenee of the Magistrates? 
What was the number of such eases in 1921 and 1922? 

(</) In how many cases has action been taken under section 260 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure and section 211 of the Indian Penal 
Code in the years 1920, 1921, and 1922, against persons who brought 
frivolous and false complaints? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Court Inspector of the Chief Court has a 
say in the matter of invitation of Honorary Presidency Magistrates 
and suggests the names of particular Magistrates to whom the police 
cases should be sent ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) Government consider the 
labour involved in the prejmmtion of the statistics asked for will not 
be commensurate with their usefulness. 

(6) There is at present no such rule. 

(c) Cases are heard from day to day by the Stipendiary Magis- 
trates as far us possible, but it is impossible 15 do so in many cases 
for various reasons. 

(d) The number of processes issued in the Presidency Courts in 
1922 was 07,916 and the number of witnesses examined was 20,799. 
The processes issued include those on accused jjersons and notices 
under sections 144, 107, 488, Criminal Procedure Code, as well as 
summons on witnesses. 

(e) Haziras are not filed in all cases. They are now being 
demanded. 

(/) It has been the custom in certain classes of cases, non-compound- 
able under the present Code, to permit a prosecution to be withdrawn 
on settlement out of Court; such cases ore shown as discharged under 
section 253, Criminal Procedure Code, as the complainant did not offer 
any evidence. Under the revised Code most of these cases will become 
legally compoundable. The number of such cases cannot be given 
without an examination of all the records of the Courts, an examina- 
tion which Government are not prepared to order. 

(g) Under section 250, Criminal Procedure Code: 1920 — nil; 
1921—2; 1922 — nil. Under section 211, Indian Penal Code: 1920 — 
4; 1921 — 6; 1922-3. * 

(h) No. 
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Agricultural College or High School for graduatee in Bengal. e 

44. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that the Government of Bombay have sanctioned a 
scheme to give practical training in Agriculture to graduates free of 
cost in the agricultural farms of the Presidency ? 

( b ) Is it a fact that Bengal does not possess a single Agricultural 
College or High .School for agricultural training for better class youths 
with University degrees ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of initiating and sanc- 
tioning a scheme of a type similar to that sanctioned n Bombay as 
early as possble? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to lay on the iable 
a report of the progress of the experimental work undertaken in the 
Rangpur Agricultural furm? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble ibe Minister be pleased to state the amount 
of expense incurred up to date for the purpose? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

y (c) A complete scheme has been prepared but is held up for finan- 
cial reasons. In the meantime a scheme to give practical training to 
six graduates in agriculture has been initiated on the Dacca farm. 

(d) The Rai Bahadur is referred, for the information in question, 
to Departmental reports, also to an article in the departmental Agri- 
cultural Journal , now in the press, which indicate gratifying progress 
in the efforts of the Agricultural Department to improve the cattle of 
Bengal. 

(e) Details of expense incurred are given below: — 


Expenditure . 



R*. A. P. 

1922-23 

... 35,868 0 0 

1921-22 

... 38,874 15 1 

1920-21 

... 63,218 10 7 

1919-20 

... 41,970 12 9 

1918-19 

... 39,461 7 3 

1917-18 

w 23,446 7 8 
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Rs. 

A. P. 

1917 

... 30,855 

4 6 

1916 

... 48,346 

3 9 

1915 

... 57,243 

0 8 

1914 

... 1,10,366 

9 7 


Total ... 4,79,651 

7 6 


Honorary Magistrates of the Jeseore district. 

45. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
MemW* in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the honorary magistrates of the Jessore district; 
and 

(it) the number of times they were called upon to sit in the Year 
1922-23 ? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why most 
of them were not called? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon'ble the Member been drawn to 
the fact that the number of Muhammadan honorary magistrates is 
very small though the population is very large and that suitable 
Muhammadan candidates are not wanting? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, the Government propose to take to increase the number? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
District Magistrates to refer to the local Muhammadan associations for 
Muhammadan names in selecting Muhammadan honorary magistrates? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (t) and (it) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(b) The reason was that they lived far from headquarters and the 
number of cases was not large. 

(c) In this district the number of honorary magistrates is 39, of 
whom 6 are Muhammadans. During the last two years there has been 
no occasion to increase the number of honorary magistrates. 

(d) Action will be taken as vacancies arise. 

(s) Government will consult Divisional Commissioners on this < 
suggestion. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question * 

No, 45 (a), (i) and («). 

Name* of Honorary Magistrate*. 

Jeasore Sadar Bench — 

1. Babu Rajani Kanta Mojumdar 

2. „ Karticpuda Basu 

3. Roy Brindabon Dey 

4. Maulvi Sadnruddin Ahmad ... 

6. Maulvi Abdul Latif Sardar ... 

6. Bahu Jahar Lai Mitra 

7. „ Man Sing Srimai 

Jhenidah Independent Bench — 

1. Kumar Pan nag Bhusnn Dev Roy 1 

2. Bahu Jatindra Nath Moulik [ 

3. „ Kulada Bhunhati Bhattaoharji ^ ... ... Not called at all 

4. „ Qopal Chandra Chakraverty j 

5. ,, Suresh Chandra Buxi 

8ailkupa Honorary Bench — 

Bahu Paresh Nath Mojumdar 

Bongaon Independent Bench — 

1. Bahu Panchanon Ghosh 

2. ,, Priya Nath Chatterji 

3. „ Ram Ranjan Misra 

4. „ Sashi Bhutan Mukherji ... 

5. ,, Bhudhar Chandra Pandey 

G. „ Ratneswar Pandey 

7. Maulvi Matiar Rahman 


Moheahpur Independent Bench — 

1. Babu Abinaah Chandra Roy Chaudhury ... ... 12 

2. Moulvi Del war Hossain Biswas ... ... 4 

3. Babu Smarajit Chandra Roy Chaudhury ... ... 13 

4. Maulvi Golam Mowla Biawaa ... ... 8 

Kotchandpur Municipal Bench — 

1. Mr. H. C. MacLeod ... ... ... t3 

2. Babu Rajmohan Mukherji ... ... ... 4 

3. ,» Nani Qqpal Daa ... ... ... jfi 


64 

64 

50 


Number of tlmee 
they were celtel 
upon to eit in 
. the ye»r 
\m-n. 

43 

146 

54 

44 

26 

71 

53 
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Magura Bench— 

1. Babu Charu Chandra Sen 

2. „ Reboti Kanta Sarknr ... 

3. „ Harendra Krishna Sarkar 

4. ,, Narendra Natli Chakraverty 

5. „ Troilokya Nath Lahiri ... 

6. „ Pramatha Bliuaau Bono 

7. Maulvi Malibur Rahman 


Xamb*r of Hum 
they wee* e*]J«4 
upon m til to 
the jr**r 
1MMI. 


5 

71 

5 

3 

9 

8 


Nftrail Bench — 

1. Babu Jnanendra Chandra Das Gupta 

2. „ Hira Lai Bhattacharji 

3. ,, Kiron Chandra Sen 

4. „ Jogeswar Bose 

5. „ Satis Chandra Banerji ... 


61 

61 

1 

3 

7 


Indian Seamen’s Recruiting Committee. 


46. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hon ’hie the Member in charge of the Marine Department b© pleased to 
state — 

(i) what steps, if any, have been taken by the local Government with 
regard to the recommendation of the Indian Seamen’s Recruit- 
ing Committee; and 

(■ it ) what is the present extent of unemployment among Indian 
seamen ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what has . 
happened to the proposal of the Central Government to introduce a Trade 
Union Registration Bill? 


MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the HonW# 
Mf. 4. Donald): (a) (i) A scheme for the creation of a 8eemen’s 
Recruitment Bureau was drawn up by the Labour Intelligence » 
Officer in November, 1922. This scheme was sent for an expression 
of opinion to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Indian Seamen’s 
Union, with each of which bodies there has been subsequent correspon- 
dence or informal discussion. The question has been referred to their 
Home owners by the local Shipping Agents, and on receipt of the final 
view# of the Chamber of Commerce the views of Government will be 
submitted to the Government of India. 
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(it) It has been estimated by the Shipping Masted that approximately 
the, following are the numbers of unemployed as far as Calcutta seamen 
are concerned: — 


Saloon crews 
Engine-room crews 
Deck crews 


1,000 

3.000 

2.000 


(5) The intention of the Government of India regarding the proposal 
of that Government to introduce a Trade Union Registration Bill are not 
known to this Government. 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the number and names of Labour Unions and Associations in 
Bengal ; 

(it) their approximate strength of members; and 

(Hi) their revenue and expenditure, if available? 

(c) (i) to (Hi) A statement showing the numl>er and names of 
Labour Unions, the creation of which has Wu reported from time to 
time, is laid on the table. Figures showing the strength of their mem- 
bership, and their revenues and expenditure, are not available. 


Statement referred to in the reply to vnstarred question No. 46 (c) 
showing the List of Labour Unions and Associations in Bengal. 

1. Accounts Offices Association, Bengal, Calcutta. 

2. Anjumani Khansamas (Khansamas’ Union), Calcutta. 

3. Assam-Bengal Railway Union, Chittagong. 

4. Bangiya Sramajibi Samiti (Book-binders’ Union), Calcutta. 

5. Bengal-Nagpur Railway Indian Labour Union, Khargpur. 

6. Bengal-Nagpur Railway Labour Union, Shalimar. 

7. Bengal-Nagpur Railway Indian Labour Union, Adra. 

8. JBengal-Nagpur Railway Indian Labour Union, Garden Reach. 

9. Bengal Trade Unions Federation, Calcutta. 

10. Cartmen and Coolies’ Association, Bogra. 

11. Cartmen and Transport Workers* Association, Chittagong. 

12. Compounders' Association, Calcutta. 

13. Calcutta Corporation Outdoor Employees’ Association, Calcutta. 

14. Carters' Union, Calcutta. 

15. Central Uriya labour Union, Calcutta. 

16. Currency Association, Calcutta. 

17. Chaumuhani Labour Union, Noakhali. 

18. Customs Preventive 'Service Association, Calcutta. 
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1$. East Indian Railway Labour Union, Howrah. ^ 

20. Eastern Bengal Railway Indian Employees' Association, Lab 

monirhat. 

21. Eastern Bengal Railway Indian Employees' Association, Saidpur. 

22. Eastern Bengal Railway Indian Employees’ Association, Paksey. 

23. Employees’ Association, Calcutta. 

24. Hackney Carriage Association, Calcutta. 

25. Hackney Carriage Drivers' Association, Dacca. 

26. Hackney Carriage Drivers’ Association, Chittagong. 

27. Howrah Labour Union, Howrah. 

28. Imperial Bank of India Indian Staff Association, Calcutta. 

29. Indian Seamen’s Union, Calcutta. * 

30. Indian Telegraph Association, Calcutta. 

31. Inland Steamship and Flat Employees’ Association, Calcutta. 

32. Jamadars’ Association, Calcutta. 

33. Kankinara Labour Union, Kankinara. 

34. Labour Association, Bengal (Stevedore Labour Union), 

Calcutta. 

85. Linotype Workers’ Association, Calcutta. 

36. Marwari Trades Association, Calcutta. 

37. Mason and Labour Association, Calcutta. 

38. Mill Employees’ Association, Calcutta. 

39. Motor Drivers’ Association, Calcutta. 

40. Paper Mills Staff Association, Ranigunge. 

41. Port Trust Employees’ Association, Calcutta. 

42. Posak-o-Bastra-Byabasayee Karmacbari Samiti, Calcutta. 

43. Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta. 

44. Provincial Postal and Railway Mail Service Association, Calcutta. 

45. Railway Workmen’s Association of India and Burma, Calcutta. 

46. Railway Porters’ Association, Howrah. 

47. Ricksbawallas’ Association, Calcutta. 

48. Srimajibi Sangba, Sonapur, Noakhali. 

49. Tramway Employees’ Union, Calcutta. 

60. Transport Workers’ Union, Calcutta. 

61. Uriya Labour Union, Howrah. 

62. Uriya Pipe-laying Mistris’ Association, Calcutta. 


Defalcations in the Bankshall Police Court. 

47. Bab* JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the J udicial Department be pleased to state for how 
long have defalcations been going on in the Bankshall Police Court? 

(6) How do the Government propose to deal with the officers who 
could not detect the malpractices which continued for so long P 

A 
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( c ) Is it a fact that only Rs. 1,200 wag fixed as security for the 
cashifr, while money to the extent of Rs. 2,00,000 to Rs. 3,00,000 came^ 
to his hands annually P 

(d) Why were jewellery and other valuables (exhibits in cases) kept 
in the custody of the cashier when the security furnished by him was so 
small P 

( e ) Was any security bond taken from the cashier? If not, why 
not? 

(/) Under whose orders were no receipts granted to parties paying 
fines? Was the sanction of the High Court obtained before departing 
from the rules laid, down in the High Court Circular Order? 

(g) What led the Chief Presidency Magistrate to conclude that the 
fines shown in the unimportant Case Registers were correctly entered? 
Were the final orders attested by the trying Magistrates? 

( h ) Did the Magistrate who ordered confiscation of the money in 
Beatty’s gambling case take the usual receipt from the cashier for the 
money and file it with the record? If not,, why not? 

(?) Are the strong rooms of the Police Courts kept under guard at 
night ? 

(;) Why was the strong room not locked with double locks as in the 
Treasury P 


The Hoit’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) to (;) The inquiry into the 
defalcations is not complete nor orders passed. Government cannot pre- 
judge matters by replying to these questions but will be prepared to make 
a statement as soon as the matter which is still sub judice is decided. 


Audited accounts of certain subsidised societies. 

48. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the Library table the audited accounts for the year 1922-23 of the follow- 
ing subsidised societies, together with the copies of their budget esti- 
mates for 1923-24 — 

(?) the Working Men’s Institution; 

(«) the Social Service League ; 

(in) the Nari Sikhya Samiti ; 

(tv) the Students’ Welfare Committee; and 
(v) the Barendra Research Society? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. R. C. MITTER: Neither the audited accounts of the 
societies nor their budgets are submitted to Government. 
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*o grant was actually paid to (u) and (tv). The Department proposes 
to write to («), (Hi) and (v) for their audited accounts and budget esti- 
mates. » 


Strikes in Bengal. 

40. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI s Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Deimrtment of Finance be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement, for the financial year ending the 31st 
March, 1923, showing — 

(i) the number of strikes in Bengal? 

(ii) the numl>er of employees affected in each case; 

(Hi) the number of days lost; and 

(iv) the ultimate results? 

The Hon ’We Mr. <1. DONALD: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred, question No. 49 showing 
strikes in Bengal for the year ending the 31st March , 1923. 

The approximate numl>er of strikes in Bengal from April, 1922, to 
March, 1923, was 86. This figuie includes four strikes which were car- 
ried over from February and March, 1922, and also two strikes which 
started in March, 1923, and continued into April, 1923. 

It is imiK>ssible to give the exact figures of the employees affected in 
each case or of the number of days lost. In several cases the strikes 
affected only a pail of the total numlier of employees ; in otheis, sections 
of the employees went out on diff erent days or at different periods of the 
same day. In many strikes the return to work was gradual, and in 
some cases there was more than one strike of sections of the workmen 
before the full normal working of the concern was resumed. During the 
year also several concerns were on strike more than once. Roughly it 
has been estimated that about 172,000 employees were affected during 
the year. This figure includes the total of employees affected in each 
strike irrespective of whether they were on strike more than once during 
the year. As regards the economic loss caused by these 86 strikes, it is 
calculated that the approximate aggregate duration in working days was 
1,722,000 exclusive of the periods, in the six cases mentioned above, before 
April, 1922, and after March, 1923. The unit of loss in working days 
in this calculation is one day for each worker affected, i.e., the total 
number of days lost is equal to the total number of persons affected multi- 
plied by the number of days on strike. 


6a 
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Of the 86 strikes the results in 11 cases were indefinite in that they 
ended in the resumption of work with the concessions promised in part or 
deferred for consideration, but not finally settled. Of the rest, 11 strikes 
were successful in that the demands were conceded in full, 11 were 
partially successful, and 53 were entirely unsuccessful. 


8tucfents’ Welfare Committee. 

50. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Education aware of the good work done by the 
Students’ Welfare Committee of the Calcutta University? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
grant of Its. 4,000 passed by the Council in July, 1922, was paid to the 
above Committee? 

( c ) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government are considering the claims of the above Committee for sup- 
port from the Government? 

The HovVble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) The grant could not be made as a general retrenchment in expendi- 
ture had to be made last year. 

( c ) The claims of the Committee will be considered when the finan- 
cial condition improves. 


Dow Hill and Victoria 8ohools at Kurseortg. 

51. Mr. H. BARTON ■ (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of European Education be pleased to state how many 
Anglo-Indians or Domiciled Europeans are employed on the teaching 
staffs of the Dow Hill and Victoria Schools at Kurseong and in what 
capacity P 

(b) What is the respective number of European and Anglo-Indian 
children in these institutions? 

(c) Do the Government accept the view of the Bengal Retrench- 
ment Committee that these institutions were established solely for the 
education of the children of European officers recruited for work in 
India? 

(<f) Do the Government intend to give effect to the recommendations 
of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee debarring Anglo-Indian and 
Domiciled European children from admission to these institutions? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EUROPEAN IDUCA* 
TION (the Hon’Me the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Buniw«n): 

(a) Neither the Headmaster of the Victoria School nor the Head- 
mistress of the Dow Hill School are members of the Anglo-Indian 
or Domiciled Euroj>ean Communities. The Victoria and Dow Hill 
Schools employ, respectively, 11 and 15 assistant teachers; of these, 
7 and 9, respectively, come from the Domiciled European and Anglo- 
Indian Communities. 

(b) It was estimated in November last that out of 187 boys then in 
the Victoria School 108 were Anglo-Indians, while of 170 girls then 
in the Dow Hill School G7 were Anglo-Indians. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 


Opening of a railway bridge at Chuadanga on the Nabaganga. 

52. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that the railway line at Chuadanga on the Nabaganga has blocked the 
mouth of the river Nabaganga and is responsible for the stagnancy of the 
water? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to drive away malaria from the subdivision by opening a Railway 
bridge at Chuadanga on the Nabaganga? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and ( b ) 

Government are not in a position to state categorically whether the 
Railway line at Chuadanga on the Nabaganga has blocked the mouth 
of the original river — which is presumably referred to — or not. There 
are no data in the shape of records to justify a finding on this point, 
but it may be mentioned that the Nabaganga is not shown as a river 
on any of the survey maps; it is only a khal or the bed of an old river 
which is now dead. The Railway embankment was constructed some 
time before November^ 1862, and the waterway then provided is still 
considered sufficient by the Railway authorities. The villagers state 
that the Nabaganga was at one time of considerable siae, and they are 
of opinion that the decay of the river is responsible for the prevalence 
of malaria, but as already stated the old survey maps do not show that 
the Nabaganga was formerly of any importance. The views of the 
Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, have been obtained, and a copy of 
his letter is laid on the Library table. In view of the above facta 
Government are not in a position to press the Railway authorities to 
provide more waterway. 
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night of the members of local bodies to inspect their office records. 


63. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will tbe Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the members of local bodies have the right 
to inspect the office records of their respective local bodies? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the negative, why and under what 
law or rule are they so debarred ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether a 
Chairman, or a Vice-Chairman, or a President, or a Vice-President of a 
local body is empowered to refuse any member of such a body access 
to office records when such member lias expressed a desire to consult 
them in the interests of his constituency or to discharge his duties as 
a member of that body ? 

(d) Have the office bearers of any local body any superior rights or 
powers over the members of such a body in regard to such records? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

A member of a local body as such has no general right of inspection, 
but in England he is held to enjoy the privilege of inspection of a 
document connected with a local body’s work where he exercises such 
a right for bona fide purposes. In the absence of statutory law on the 
point, this principle will doubtless be held to apply in Bengal. 

(c) A Chairman appears to have power to refuse inspection, but 
should not refuse unless there is reason to believe that the application 
of the member is not bona fide , or if granted would be prejudicial to 
the public interests. 

(d) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman stand on a different footing, 
since both may require to examine records in discharging the duties of 
their posts. 


Destruction of the image of Kali by Muhammadans in 
the Rangpur district „ 

54. Rai 8ahib PANCHANAN BARMA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department aware that in some 
village, within the jurisdiction of the police-station Kotwali in the 
district of Itangpur on or about the 12th June, 1923, some Muhammadans 
broke down the image of Kali and destroyed all arrangements on the 
eve of the PujaP 

(b) If not, arte the Government considering the desirability of making 
an inquiry into the matter? 
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(e) If the Goverment are aware of the fact, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) wbat steps they are taking to bring the offenders to book, and 

(u) to allay the feeling of insecurity engendered by this incident? 

(d) What steps do the Government intend to take to prevent the 
recurrence of similar occurrences in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS (a) to (d) Government 
have no information on the subject, but if the name of the village at 
which the incident is alleged to have happened can be given an inquiry 
will be made. 


Nurses’ Registration Act. 

65. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Local Self-Government he pleased to state whether 
he is aware that for want of a Nurses’ Registration Act in India the 
General Nursing Council for England and Wales refuse to recognise 
qualified nurses trained in India or to allow them to practise their 
profession in the United Kingdom? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the attitude of the 
Government of India is that this question is one for the Provincial 
Governments? 

(c) Are the Iiocal Government considering the advisability of pass- 
ing such an Act at an early date? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have no information. 

(c) Government have recently made a reference in the matter to 
the Government of India. It is proposed to invite the General Nurs- 
ing Councils of the United Kingdom to consider the question. 

Namasudra Schools in Faridpur. 

56. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(t) whether be has received any report about Namasudra schools 
in Faridpur ; 

(ii) what steps will be taken to improve their condition ; and 
(Hi) whether the Amirabad primary school actually receives any 
grant? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of issuing orders to increase 
or sanction grants for schools managed mainly by the depressed classes t 
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The Hen’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) (t) A report on the Namasudra 
schools in Faridpur was obtained for the Council in September last. 
No further report has since been received. 

(ii) No immediate steps can be taken owing to financial stringency. 

(iii) The Amirabad primary school receives a grant of Re. 1-8-0 a 
month. 

(6) A total of Rs. 6,250 has this year been placed in the hands of 
the Secretary for the improvement of education among the backward 
classes in Bengal. 


Acquisition of land for the Ghosalpara Rood at Madrail. 

57. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a declaration was made tearly 
in last September for the acquisition of some lands for the improvement 
of the Ghosalpara Road at Madrail in the subdivision of Barrackpore? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state why the 
improvements have not been effected as yetP 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of call- 
ing the attention of the District Board to the necessity of carrying out 
the improvements without further delay in view of the approaching 
wet season P 

The Hon’bte Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Government received certain petitions protesting against 
the acquisition of the lands in question. These petitions have been 
forwarded to the Commissioner, Presidency Division, for report and 
Government are awaiting that report. 


Members of the subordinate engineering staff. 

58. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that hig 
circular letter No. 1986, dated the 6th April, 1921, addressed to the 
District Boards has been hailed with satisfaction by District Engineers? 

(6) Is it the intention of the Hon’ble the Minister also to draw atten- 
tion to the case of the members of the subordinate engineering staff 
serving in the District Boards ? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Minister considering the desirability of taking 
any further action in the interests of both District Engineers and mem- 
bers of their subordinate engineering staff? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The Minister 
bee no information on the subject. 
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(b) Rule 7 of Part IX of Rules under the Local Self-Government 
Act, which implied Government control on the pay of the subordinate 
engineering staff of District Boards, has already been amended by noti- 
cation No. 497T-L.S.G., dated the 23rd October, 1922, and the question 
of adequacy of their pay is now left entirely to the discretion of District 
Boards. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. A reference is invited to the reply 
given to Maulvi Rafi Uddin Ahmed’s unstarred question No. 418 (e) 
and (/) on the 27th February, 1923. 


Slaughter of cattle in the Municipal and Cantonment Slaughter Houses. 

59. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state what class of cattle are generally slaughtered in the 
Municipal and Cantonment Slaughter Houses within the jurisdiction of 
this Government? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last three years — 

(i) the total number of cattle slaughtered in the different Municipali- 
ties and Cantonments within their jurisdiction ; and 
(it) the total number of prime cattle, agricultural cattle and milch- 
cattle slaughtered in the Municipal and Cantonment Slaughter 
Houses? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: («) and (b) A 

reference is invited to the reply given to Babu Amulya Dhono Addy’s 
unstarred question No. 2 on the 17th January, 1922. 

(i) The statement which was then laid on the table involved great 
labour in its compilation and gives substantially the information now 
desired. The Minister for Local Self-Government is of opinion that the 
compilation of further elaborate statistics of this kind would not bo 
justified. 

(u) The following information is, however, given in respect of Can- 
tonments. There are nine Cantonments in this Presidency, viz., Fort 
William, Alipore, Barrackpore, Dum Dum, Buxa Duar, Dacca, Darjeel- 
ing, Lebong and Takdah. There are no slaughter houses at Buxa and 
Dacca while no cattle are slaughtered in the military areas of Fort 
William and Alipore and very few cattle are slaughtered at Takdah which 
is meant for Gurkhas only. Elsewhere, sheep, goats, cows, calves, 
bullocks, and buffaloes which are old and have no other utility are gener- 
ally slaughtered. , The total number of cattle slaughtered during the 
last three years was as follows : — 

IWO-f! 19fl.lt Ittl-tt 

Lebong and Jalopabar ... 1,200 1,206 1,208 

Dum Dum ... 3,269 8,029 2,680 
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Separate figures for each class of cattle are not available, ndr are 
the statistics for the Barrackpore Cantonment, as the slaughter house 
there is leased out to a contractor who keeps no accounts. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask as to whether the 

Minister in charge will be kind enough to prepare a statement show- 
ing at least the number of prime cows slaughtered in several parts 
of Bengal? 


The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: We cannot do 
it. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask why? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Became we 

cannot. 


8oale of pay of the engineering staff. 

60. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that there 
is at present a finding of dissatisfaction and discontent existing in the 
minds of District Engineers and the members of their engineering staff 
owing to the fact that the scale of their pay and their position and pros- 
pects have not generally been improved since 1901? 

(h) What steps does he projwse to take in consultation with District 
Boards to remedy the present situation ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The Minister 

has received representations from the District Engineers’ Association 
complaining that their pay and prospects are inadequate. 

(b) The Minister has already drawn the attention of District Boards 
to this matter. The scales of salary are fixed under the Act by the Dis- 
trict Boards, subject in certain cases to the approval of the Commissioner. 
The Minister does not propose to move further in the matter. 


Kala-azar in the Baraset subdivision. 

61. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is tbe Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
aware that for some months past a dispensary for the treatment of kala- 
asar has been started at Dogachea by Dr. N. Bhattacharjya ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that within three months of 
its commencement the number of patients rose to 650? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister l)e pleased to state why no such 
information regarding the prevalence of kala-azar in the Habra thana of 
the Baraset subdivision could be given in answer to my unstarred ques- 
tion No. 2 of the meeting of the 23rd August, 1922? 

(d) Since when have the Government come to know as stated in the 
fifty-fourth annual report of the Director of Public Health “ that here 
and there nests of intense infection are present as for example in parts 
of 24-Parganas, etc M and that “ such foci are reported to be extremely 
numerous near Baraset ”? 

(e) Has the attention of the llon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
following statement of Dr. Muir that “ doubtless similar dispensaries 
(to that started by Dr. Bhattaclmrjya at Dogachea) situated at other 
centres would attract equal number of patients. The whole country is 
endemic for kala-azar, and we are inclined to think that Baraset, if any, 
is but little more affected than other subdivisions rt ? 

(/) Will the ITon’ble the Minister he pleased to state what steps the 
Government propose to take to start or subsidize the organization of 
dispensaries for the treatment of kala-azar in the affected parts of Baraset 
and other subdivisions of the district of 24-Parganas? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Very little detailed information regarding the general incidence 
of kala-azar in the 24-Parganas was available when the former question 
was asked. The District Board of the 24-Parganas did not possess a 
Health Officer until August, 1920, and the Government investigation into 
the prevalence of kala-azar in Eastern Bengal which had been started 
some three years back had not at this time reached the 24-Parganas. 
The course of the main inquiry was interrupted by deputing an officer to 
investigate the condition of any particular locality only when the Director 
of Public Health obtained information which showed the need of immedi- 
ate inquiry in that locality. Thus a local investigation was made in the 
case of Bahera village in response to a special request, and the results of 
the inquiry were stated in answer to the previous question referred to. 
It -was not practicable at that time to make a kala-azar survey for Habra 
thana and the information asked for in that question was not available. 

(d) to (/) The information on which the statements referred to in 
(d) were based was obtained subsequently to the investigation made at 
Bahera. Dr. Muir’s letter to the press has been brought to the attention 
of Government. The Department of Public Health have carried out a 
kala-azar survey in over 3,000 villages and on the results obtained, 
Dr. Bentley was justified in holding that the incidence of the disease was 
not severe, although in certain areas he found very intense infection. 
Dr Napier and Dr. Muir of the School of Tjropical Medicine assisted by 
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certain independent practitioners believe the general incidence of infection 
to be greater than Government had supposed. It would obviously be 
unwise to dogmatize on a matter of such importance without possessing 
the fullest materials and information, and Government are of the opinion 
that investigation must be much extended to ascertain the true facts. 
The position is receiving careful attention and the Minister for Local 
Self-Government hopes to obtain funds to push on more rapidly with the 
kala-azar survey which has recently been resumed, and with the assist- 
ance of local bodies, to provide treatment centres throughout Bengal. 
Government understand that in the meantime the 24-Parganas District 
Board is considering the question of opening numerous branches for the 
treatment of kala-azar. 


Annual road and public works cesses assessed on revenue-free estates 

in Bengal. 

62. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Ilon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the total amount of annual road and public works cesses assessed 
on all the revenue-free estates of the province of Bengal; 

(it) the total amount of road and public works cesses assessed on all 
the revenue-free estates the amount of each of whose annual 
assessment is Rs. 5 and under; 

(Hi) the total amount of road and public works cess assessed on all 
revenue-free estates the amount of each of whose annual 
assessment is Re. 1 and under; 

(iv) the total number of revenue-free estates in the province; 

( v ) the total number of revenue-free estates the annual assessment of 

cesses in each of which is Rs. 5i and under; and 

(vi) the total number of revenue-free estates the annual assessment 

of cesses in each of which is Re. 1 and under? 

The Hon’ble the MAH ARAJADHI RAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (i) and (t*i?) The current demand of road and public works 
cesses on revenue-free estates as shown in Appendix XXVII of the Land 
Revenue Administration Report for the year 1921-22 is Rs. 2,53,243 and 
the total number of revenue-free estates is 30,806. 

(it), (ui), (v) and (vi) The information required would have to be 
collected from registers in Collectorates. Government do not consider 
that the result would be commensurate with the time and labour involved 
in collecting the information. 
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63. Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRE8TER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to make a full 
statement as to the erection of the new Howrah Bridge P 

(6) Have the Government estimated when the actual work of erecting 
the bridge will be taken in hand P 

(c) Are they aware of the great necessity that exists for expediting 
the construction of the new bridge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) The member is referred to the 
Government Resolution of the 21st July, 1923, and the report of the 
Howrah Bridge (Finance) Committee appended thereto which were 
published in the Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette of the 25th idem. 

( h ) It is not possible at present to give an estimate of the date. 

(c) Yes; the Government are taking all possible measures to expedite 
the construction of the bridge. 


Average annual expenditure for students and patients in the Caloutta 
Medical College and in the Carmichael Medioal College. 

64. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment been drawn to the annual report issued by the Carmichael Medical 
College showing that the average annual expense incurred by Govern- 
ment for a student in the Calcutta Medical College amounts to Rs. 591 
per annum whereas the corresponding charge in the Carmichael Medical 
College is only Rs. 200? 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, he is taking in order to reduce the expenditure in the Calcutta 
Medical College P 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been also drawn to 
tlie annual report of the Carmichael College Hospitals showing that the 
average cost of a patient in the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals is 
Rs. 1,200 per annum whereas the corresponding cost for a patient in the 
Carmichael Medical College Hospitals is Rs. 598 onlyP 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps be 
is taking in order to reduce tbe expenditure in the Calcutta Medical 
College Hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yea. 

(5) The accompanying statement I of expenditure of the two Medical 
Colleges will show why the average cost for training a student at the 
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Calcutta Medical College far exceeds that at the Belgachia, College! The 
professors at the Carmichael Medical College are mostly honorary and 
the number of scholarships there is very small. It is not possible to run 
the Calcutta Medical College with honorary professors, and therefore 
there is no prospect of the average cost per student being lowered to the 
level of the Belgachia Medical College. 

(c) Yes. Ihe figure for the Carmichael Medical College, however, 
requires correction. 

It is Its. 713 and not Its. 598 as stated in the question. 

(d) It will be seen from the annexed statement II of expenditure of 
the Medical College Hospitals and Carmichael Medical College Hospitals 
that the Medical Officers and nurses at Belgachia draw much less pay and 
are fewer in number. The Medical College Hospitals cannot be run with 
the present efficiency if the expenditure is much reduced, but as a result 
of special audit Government anticipate a saving of about Rs. 80,1)00 in 
the contingent expenditure of the Medical College Hospitals. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 64 (5). 
STATEMENT I. 

Colleges. 


— 

Medical College. 
Calcutta. 

Belgachia Medical 
Collage. 




Its. 

lis. 

Establishment 


... 

39,570 

9,368 

Scholarships 



35,932 

3,319 

Prizes 



740 

349 

Rent, rates and taxes ... 



52,998 

2,039 

Buildings ... 



Nil 

3,654 

Contingencies 



3,490 


Miscellaneous 



55,268 

4,700 

Salaries of Professors and Demonstrators 

... 

4,32,155 

53,931 

Gas and Electric 




*1 

Printing and Stationery 


... 


i 

| 

Advertisement 




| 

Postage and Telegrams 



]** 

> 20,486 

Hostels and Mess charges 



... 

[ 

Sports 



... 

J 

Caution deposit (refunds) 




120 

Laboratory oharges 



... 

10,951 


Total 

... 

6,20,153 

1,08,917 


Daily average of student (male) ... 1,150*00 544*00 

Average annual coat per student ... Rs. 691 approxi- Bg. 200 

mately 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred question No, (d), 

STATEMENT II. 

College— Hospitals. 



Mtdlctl Collect) Hos- 

BoIgsohU Mcdloat 


pitals, OsIcutU. 

Oolkfs UotpiUU 





Its. 

Rs. 

Salaries of medical officers 

... 

... 

1,00,820 

21,370 

„ nurses .. 

... 

... 

1,75,762 

8,978 

' „ inferior servants 



75,777 

14,533 

European medicine ... 



61,223 

iG,091 

Bazar „ 



... 

... 

Diet 



1,46,037 

14,069 

Miscellaneous charges ... 



1,83,568 

25,601 

Buildings or repairs ... 



7,58,071 

85,649 

Investments ... 



1,000 

7,350 

Total Expknihtork 

... 

14,96,248 

2,13,641 


Deduct expenditure on — 

Us. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

(1) Building ... 

... 7,58,071 j 

[ 7 , 59,071 

8\649 j 

1 92,999 

(2) Investment 

1,000 J 

7,350 J 


7,37,177 


1,20,642 



Duly average strength of patieota ... 602 7 5 169'27 

Average annual cost per patient ... Rs. 1,200 approxi- lie. 7 13 

mately 

Indianisation of the Services. 

ti. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Appointment Department be piea&ed to state whether the 
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Government of Bengal is applying the policy of “ Indianisation of tKe 
Services ” in respect of appointments* to the Bengal Provincial Services? 

(b) If so, in what sense is the term “ Indianisation ” being applied as 
touching the appointments of Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans to 
such services ? 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8teph©n$on): (a) Recruitment to the Bengal 

Provincial Services is ordinarily confined to natives of India, i.e., 
persons born and domiciled within the dominions of His Majesty in India 
of parents habitually resident in India, and not established there for 
temporary purposes only. There is therefore no necessity to apply any 
further policy of Indianisation in respect of these Services. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Mortality in the Pabna district. 

66. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state how many persons died of malaria, cholera and small-pox 
in the Pabna district during the last three years? 

(b) Have any anti-malarial steps been taken in that district? 

(c) If so, what steps? 

(d) If not, do the Government propose to take any steps? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The follow- 
ing table shows the mortality from fever, cholera and small-pox in the 
district of Pabna during the 3 years ending 1921 : — 



Fever. 

Cholera. 

Small-pox, 

1919 

... 42,196 

4,370 

177 

4920 

... 36,887 

1,893 

70 

1921 

... 35,963 

4,410 

44 


Deaths from malaria are not separately shown, but are classed under 
mortality from fever. 

(b) No. 

(c) The question does not arise. 
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(d) Government are not in a position immediately to initiate any anti- 
malarial measures in Pabna. Government are now carefully considering 
their general policy in respect of malaria, 


Accounts of the Medioal College Hospital. 

67. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the accounts of the Medical College Hospital have 
been audited ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon ’ble the Minister be pleased to place the audit 
report on the Library table P 

The Hon'bl. Sir 8UREN0RANATH BANERJEA: (a) IWuditl^ 

not yet been completed. 

(b) A copy of the preliminary report submitted by the Accountant- 
General, Bengal, is laid on the Library table. 


Manufacture of salt for homo consumption. 

66. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance l>e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that people of Bhola subdivision and of Bhabanigunj 
in the Noakhali district and other seaside places and islands, such as 
Hatia and Sandwip, in the Chittagong Division, have not only openly 
manufactured salt for their own consumption but have been selling it in 
the open market from time immemorial with the full knowledge of the 
authorities? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state, district by dis- 
trict, the number of prosecutions for unauthorised preparation of salt that 
have occurred during the last three years? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsidering 
their reply to my unstarred question No. 152 of the meeting of the 26th 
January, 1923? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD* (a) It is not a fact that salt has been, 
openly manufactured for sale with the knowledge of the authorities, or for 
consumption save during the period from 11th December, 1917, to 30th 
September, 1921, when manufacture for private consumption on a small 
ecale was allowed by executive instruction. 


7 
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(b) The following statement gives the information required: 


N amber of gum tent tor fcrfol d artapr 


Naomi of District*. 


lMl-ti. 

mo-si. 

24-Parganas 

... 248 

256 

... 

Midnapore 

... 39 

8 

• 5 

Howrah 

... 25 

18 

• • * 

Chittagong 

... 27 

10 


Total 

339 

292 

5 


The increase after 1920-21 was clue to the withdrawal of the executive 
instruction referred to in the reply to question (a). 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

New appointments in the Calcutta Medical College. 

69. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) AVili the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is true that some new appointments are about 
to be created in the Medical College? 

(b) If so, what are those posts, and what will be the probable cost, both 
capital and recurring? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether he has 
considered the desirability or possibility of filling up these posts by 
appointing honorary medical men? 

(d) If it is desirable that these posts should not be made honorary, will 
the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether these posts will be 
openly advertised and the best available men appointed by a Selection 
Board as in the case of the posts in the School of Tropical Medicine? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERilEA: (a) to (d) Three 

new appointments have recently been created in connection with the 
Medical College Hospitals, viz, — 

(i) Itai Bahadur Dr. U. N. Brahmachari and (2) Dr. K. K. Chatterji, 
Additional Physicians and Surgeons; (J) Dr. Judah, Specialist in Ear, 
Throat and Nose Diseases. 

Dr. Judah receives a fee of Rs. 100 per mensem. Dr. Brahmachari 
and Dr. K, K. Chatterji will receive the pay they drew as Lecturers at the 
Campbell Medical School and Hospital. As officers will be borrowed from 
the Surgeon-General's leave reserve for two years to fill up the two placet 
in the cadre of Assistant Surgeons caused by the promotion of 
Dr. Brahmachari and Dr. Chaterji, no additional charge during these two 
years will be incurred on account of the pay of these officers. The twe 
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Assistant Surgeons who succeeded them as Lecturers, will be entitled to 
the ordinary teaching allowance of Rs. 150 in each case, and this will be 
an additional charge to Government. The total annual cost of the new 
appointments for the next two years will thus be Rs. 4,800 per annum. 

The question of appointing independent practitioners to staff posts at 
the Medical College is one of considerable difficulty, and the claims of the 
Bengal Medical Services for appointment to posts not specifically reserved 
for the I. M. S. cannot be overlooked. 

Dr. Judah is an independent practitioner and the monthly fee which 
he has to receive is rather of the nature of an honorarium than salary for 
his responsible duties. It was considered essential to increase the staff of 
the Medical College Hospitals, and in particular, it was desired to improve 
the clinical teaching in connection with the special diseases with which 
Dr. Judah is concerned. 


AS l)r. Brahmachari and Dr. Chatter ji who are Government officers 
were specially selected as representatives of the Bengal Medical Services 
and by virtue of their own attainments for two of the appointments 
recently made, it was unnecessary to advertise the posts, while Dr. Judah's 
qualifications and experience singled him out as specially suited for the 
post to which he has been appointed. 


Class for training nurses in Mymensingh. 

70. Mr. 8. M, B08E: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Local Self-Government aware that a small class for 
training nurses has been started with three pupils under the supervision 
of the Matron in the S. K. Hospital, Mymensingh? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that the nursing class has been 
recognised by the State Medical Faculty and is meeting a great public 
demand ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that having regard to the 
demand for nurses, the Hospital Committee have resolved to take in three 
more nurses and are appealing for funds to enable them to do so? 

(d) Is it a fact that up to now the Government have not made any con- 
tribution for the nursing class? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of making a con- 
tribution towards the extra cost of training additional nurses, estimated at 
Rs. 66 per mouth P 


TIM Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yet. 

(b) Yes. 
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(c) It is reported that the Hospital Committee intend to take ir. two 
more nurses, but Government have no information that they*ha,ve issued 
any appeal for funds. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The answer is in the negative. 


Calcutta University affairs. 

71. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Was the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware of the 
attitude of the Senate of the Calcutta University regarding the proposed 
University Bill before the 24th March, 1923? If not, when was he 
aware of it? 

(6) Was the Vice-Chancellorship offered to Mr. Bhupendra Nath 
Basu after definitely ascertaining his attitude towards the Government 
Bill or with any definite understanding as to his attitude towards the 
reform proposals of the Government ? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MUTER: (a) The Minister did not know 
officially the views of the Senate on the provisions of the proposed 
University Bill until he received some time in April a copy of the 
confidential report of the Senate Committee on the subject. 

( b ) No attempt was made to ascertain Mr. Basu’s attitude towards 
the Government Bill with a view to his appointment nor was any 
understanding definite or otherwise arrived at with him as to the atti- 
tude he should take up towards the reform proposals of Government. 

(c) The question does not arise. 


Operations without chloroform at the Calcutta Medical College. 

72. Mr. BU0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the outdoor patients at the 
Calcutta Medical College Hospital have to undergo operations without 
chl oroform and that the system is an innovation? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a list of the operations in which chloroform is not used? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
removal of bubo is one of these operations ? 
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Tbe Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) to (c) 

Abscesses and suppurative buboes are o]>ened without chloroform being 
administered. Simply fractures are also set without an anaesthetic. 
There has been no change in past practice. 

(it) No. 


Canalisation of the Tolly’s Nullah. 

73. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation bo pleased to state 
what steps, if any, have been taken for the canalisation or removal 
of silt from the bed of the Tolly’s Nullah during the last twenty years? 

(b) Will the Ifon’ble the Member be pleased to state the respective 
amounts of revenue raised by tolls on goods passing on tko Tolly's 
Nullah in 1885, 1900, 1905, 1910, 1915 and 1920? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The information asked for is being collected and will 
be furnished to the member later. 


11 Bull! Beel ” project. 

74. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Meml>er in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to provide 
for the cost of the BuJli Bed project in the next budget P 
(b) If not, why not ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) The project is not yet ready. 


11 Rankini Mahula ” and f< Bachurdaha Khal ” projects. 

75. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what steps, if any, have been taken in connection with — 

(i) the Rankini M abut a; and 
(u) the Bachurdaha Khal 

projects since 1919? 
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(b) Will the Hon’bl© the Member be pleased to state what ambunt, 
if ally, has been spent in each case other than on surveying and other 
similar Work P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The information asked for is being collected and will 
be furnished to the member later. 

Improvement of the condition of the river Bhagirathi. 

76. BabuSURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether any scheme has been prepured and examined with a view 
to its being given effect to, to improve the moribund condition of the 
river Bhagirathi, as a result of the observations taken every year at 
enormous costs? 

( b ) If so, when is the scheme likely to be taken up? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Executive Engineer, Nadia Rivers Divi- 
sion, has asked the raiyats concerned this year for a deposit of Rs. 20 
only for putting up a bund at mile 53 which they set up temporarily 
every year for the protection of their aus crops against the spill water 
of the Bhagirathi flood? 

( d ) Is it a fact that the demand of the deposit made by the Execu- 
tive Engineer and the departure from a long established practice have 
created a feeling of resentment amongst the raiyats, and that police 
help had to be taken through the Subdivisional Officer, Lalbagh, appre- 
hending a breach of the peace resulting from the excitement of the 
raiyats who refused to make the deposit asked of them? 

( e ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the causes 
that have led to the Executive Engineer to make this new departure 
from a very old practice ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The information asked for is being collected and will 
be furnished to the member later. 

Erosion of Pabna. 

77, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of 
Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the people of Pabna submitted a 
memorial to His Excellency the Governor in June last for 
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the extension of Protective Works by a few chains more or 
to adopt sack protection for the present to prevent the 
apprehended junction of the river Padma with the streamlet 
Icchamati that flows by the town of Pabna ; 

(it) whether it is a fact that on the 17th July last the Superin- 
tending Engineer, Northern Circle, and the Executive 
Engineer, Rajshahi Division, visited Pabna Protective Works 
and without consulting any representative of the public, 
have decided not to do anything further during the rainy 
season ; 

(m) whether it is a fact that a curve has formed at the eastern 
extremity of the revetment and is gradually widening; and 

(tv) whether it is a fact that only a small space is intervening 
. between the Padma and the Icchamati near the Koshakhali 
Jola, if so, what is the measurement of this intervening 
space? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state on what date 
the Superintending and the Executive Engineers concluded that the 
river is not likely to effect junction with the Icchamati near the 
Khoshakliali Jola? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of deputing 
the Chief Engineer at an early date to inspect the Pabna Protective 
Works in order to give to the public an opportunity of expressing their 
views to him and to report whether any sack protection may avert the 
danger of erosion at the eastern extremity of the revetment from the 
rushing of the waves? 

(d) If the answer to (c) above be in the negative, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 

(e) Are the Government proposing to take any steps to allay the 
apprehension of the people of Pabna? 

The Hon’bte the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The Superintending Engineer, Northern Circle, and the Execu- 
tive Engineer, Rajshahi Division, inspected Pabna Protective Works 
on 17th July, 1923. They have been watching developments in this 
quarter very closely for some considerable time and being fully conver- 
sant with the situation there was no necessity for consulting the 'public 
in the matter. As a result of this inspection, the Superintending 
Engineer, Northern Circle, has advocated making careful observation* 
of the movements of the river and reviewing the whole situation at 
the end of the flood season. 
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(in) The Superintending Engineer, Northern Circle, in his * last 
inspection note reports that the scour at the downstream end of the 
revetment extends 50 feet inland. 

(iv) The intervening space between the Padma and the Icchamati 
near the Khoshakhali Jola was 200 feet approximately on the 2nd 
August, 1923. 

(b) During their inspection on the 17th July, 1923. 

( c ) The Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, inspected these 
works last year and is in close touch with everything that is happen- 
ing there. A further inspection is not considered necessary at present. 
Sack protection as a cure for the present trouble would be absolutely 
useless and a waste of money. 

(d) The reason is included in the reply to (r). 

(•r) Not at present. There is always danger that the Ganges' may 
cut in much further and this cannot be prevented except at a cost out 
of all proportion to the value of the land protected. 


Suspension of work on the Kidderpore Bridge. 

78. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of Irrigation aware of the intense inconvenience to 
the public owing to the suspension of work on the Kidderpore Bridge? 

(b) Will t lie Hon’ble the Member bo pleased to state what steps, 
if any, are being taken 1o expedite the completion of the work? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) As soon as the Calcutta Corporation and Calcutta Improvement 
Trust, accept the revised estimate for the structure which was sent them 
in June, 1923, and agree to bear their share of the cost, which they are 
objecting to at. present, the Irrigation Department will immediately 
resume and complete what remains to be done on the bridge. 


8ilting up of the Ayb river in the Bakarganj cfistriot. 

79. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Ayla river in the subdivision of 
Patuakhali in the district of Bakarganj # is being silted up; 

(it) whether it is a fact that the khals of the villages on both sides 
of the river are also being dried up; 
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(In) whether it is a fact that this river is the only water course 
through which steam launches can pass to reach the police- 
stations of Barguna and Betagi from Patuakhali; and 

( iv ) whether it is a fact that at the ebb tides steam launches cannot 
pass through the river? 

(b) Will the Hon’ bio the Member be pleased to state whether 
awing to the silting up of the river and the drying up of the hShala 
there has been much inconvenience to the cultivators in cultivating 
their lands ? 

(c) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of dredg- 
ing the river for the convenience of the people? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUf)DWAN : The information is being collected and will be furnished 
to the member later. 


Improvement of water-supply and charitable dispensaries in Bengal- 

80. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government bo 
pleased to state what steps have l>een taken during the last two years, 
and what steps it is proposed to take during the current year — 

(0 for the improvement 4)f water-supply in the rural areas of 
Bengal ; 

(n) for the establishment of additional Veterinary and other 
Charitable Dispensaries in Bengal; and 
(iii) for the establishment of New Medical Schools with Hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) The 

improvement of rural water-supply was discussed in the District Board 
Conferences of both 19213 and 1928. In 1928 it was decided that the 
District Boards should spend one-third of the public works cess in 
improving the water supply, and a circular to that effect has issued 
from Government, while iu 1921 District Boards were required to 
contribute a substantial portion of their augmentation grant to Union 
Boards for the development of village sanitation and for measures of 
public health, which include the provision of an adequate water-supply. 
The District Boards on an average spent only 14-4 per cent, of the 
public works cess on water-supply in 1921-22, but an attempt is being 
made to induce them to spend a larger portion of this cess on thia 
branch of their work in accordance with the Resolution passed at their 
Conference. The Minister has more than once pointed out that it is 
not possible to solve the question of rural water-supply by drawing on 
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jfoviocitl revenues. It waa proposed to legislate so as to give District 
Boards wider powers to interfere with private sources of supply. But 
after careful examination this proposal has been abandoned. If funds 
can be obtained to carry out the schemes for the reclamation and 
improvement of khals and rivers in connection with anti-malarial 
projects, these works will to some extent improve the supply of potable 
water, but generally speaking, the remedy seems to lie in the improve- 
ment of the existing tanks and the excavation of new tanks. With 
a network of Union Boards, there will be a possibility of improving 
local needs and every attempt will be made to induce District Boards, 
in respect of the heavy demands for other works upon their revenues 
• to encourage and assist Union Boards in providing a village water- 
supply. 

Experiments have been made with sub-artesian borings in Pabna 
and Patuakhali, and Rs. 10,000 has been allotted for a boring at 
Rampore-Boalia. Sketch projects have been prepared in the case of 
two-thirds of the riparian municipalities in the vicinity of Calcutta 
based on borings of this type, but so far the small municipal towns 
concerned have not been able to proceed with these schemes. 

The experiments referred to although carried out in municipalities 
and not in rural areas have their value from the point of view of the 
rural water-supply problem. 

(ii)(a) The Legislative Council in 1922 voted a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 
which it undertook to provide annually for 3 years, to assist District 
Boards in opening a 100 new thana dispensaries and 400 village dispen- 
saries. Unfortunately, financial conditions became worse and the total 
grant was cut down subsequently to Rs. 15,000. This grant has been 
allotted to District Boards for initiating the Minister’s scheme for the 
multiplication of rural dispensaries, Rs. 500 per annum being allotted as 
a subsidy in the case of the more substantial thana dispensary, and 
Rs. 250 per annum in the case of village dispensaries. As soon as finan- 
cial conditions improve, it is the desire of the Minister to proceed with 
this scheme. 

(b) 1921-22. — Two new Veterinary Dispensaries were opened, an 
indoor one at Midna{>ore and an outdoor one at Kalimpong. 

1922- 23. — Two new Veterinary Dispensaries were opened, one at 
Kursaong and one at Rajshahi. 

1923- 24. — The opening of two new Veterinary Dispensaries are 
under consideration one at Darjeeling and one at Tangail subdivision. 

(Hi) The Mymensingh Medical School Committee having obtained 
handsome local contributions towards the foundation of the School, 
Government in 1923 sanctioned a scheme for a school to accommodate 
200 students, and the Public Works Department has been instructed 
to proceed with the scheme, which will involve a recurring cost of 
over Rs. 40,000 per annum. 
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Where the recurring cost is so heavy, it is obvious that Govern- 
ment can only proceed tery slowly with the establishment of new 
medical schools. The proposal for a School at Chittagong is under 
consideration. The capital charges would not much exceed a lakh of 
which a considerable portion could be obtained locally, but the heavy 
incurring charges are a serious difficulty. 

The Mymensingh Hospital has been greatly extended by private 
gifts, and it was this extension which rendered the opening of the 
School feasible from the point of view of clinical material. 


Free primary schools. 

81. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken during the last two years and what steps it is proposed 
to take during the current year for the establishment of free primary 
schools for the boys and girls of the poorer classes in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER* Government have during the last 
two years been willing, and are still willing, to assist local bodies to 
establish free primary schools within their respective areas, and some such 
schools have actually been started with their approval. In the present 
condition of Government finance it is obvious, however, that a large pro- 
portion of the cost establishing a system of free primary education must 
fall upon the local bodies concerned. 


Scarcity of drinking water in 1922. 

82. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that this year there has been severe distress due to the scarcity of drinking 
water in the rural areas of most of the districts in the province? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state, district by 
district, what steps have been taken — 

(?) by the Government, and 

(u) by the District Board concerned, to alleviate such distress? 

( c ) What steps have been taken since the date of the Bengal Govern- 
ment Resolution No. 1518-L.S.-G., towards the preparation and mainte- 
nance of records regarding the sources and conditions of water-supply 
relating to every village in the province ? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Notice of the 
question was given in 1922 and it relates to that year. The reply is in 
the affirmative. 

(b) (i) Local bodies are directly concerned -with the question of rural 
water-supply and Government were not able to deal with the scarcity 
district by district. Government’s attempts to deal with the genera) 
problem of rural water-supply are explained in the reply given to the 
unstarred question asked by Babu Amulya Dhone Addy regarding the 
improvement of water-supply in rural areas of Bengal. 

(it) A statement showing the steps taken by District Boards is laid on 
the Library table. 

(c) The preparation of water-supply maps and registers is reported to 
have been completed and kept up to date in the districts of Burdwan, 
Birbhum, Bunkum, Howrah, Hooghly (with the exception of Serampur 
subdivision where they are not up to date), Midnapore (with the exception 
of 4 thanas, registers relating to which are missing), 24-Pargauas, 
Murshidabad, Khulna, Dacca (except in one subdivision), Faridpur, 
Bakurganj, Dinnjpur, Uangpur, Pabnu, Mulda, Jalpaiguri and Darjeel- 
ing (Siliguri subdivision). 

It is reported by the Chairman, Hajshahi District Board, that a census 
of the sources of water-supply in his district was taken in 1914-15 and the 
maps and registers were prepared later on. In the Chittagong district 
positions of all wells and tanks are shown on thana maps which are kept up 
to date. Steps are being taken to bring the maps and registers up to date 
in the district of Nadia. It is reported that a thorough revision of tho 
existing maps and registers will be taken up by the Jessore District Board 
as funds permit. The Mymensingh District Board undertook the pre- 
paration of maps and registers in 1918-1919, but the matter was dropped 
in consideration of the large outlay required. Maps and registers have 
not yet been prepared in the districts of Bogra, Tippera and Noakhali. 


Expenditure by District Boards on medical relief and primary education. 

83. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state what percentage of their total income was spent by each of the 
District Boards in Bengal on — 

- (t) medical relief, 

(it) primary education, 

during the last three years, i.e., 1920-21, 1921-1922, 1922-23 P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 

showing the figures for the years 1920-21 and 1921-22 is laid on the 
Library table. 

Figures for tbe year 1922-23 are not yet available. 
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Taurs and travelling allowances of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of 
District Boards. 

84. Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of days spent 
on tour by each non-official Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the District 
Boards during the years ending 31st March, 1921 and 1922, respectively, 
and the amount of travelling allowance and halting allowance expenses 
charged by such officers to each Board for journeys other than those for the 
purpose of attending the Committee and Conference meetings during the 
said period ? 

( b ) What are the names of the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen? 

The Hon’ble 8ir SUREN DRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The state- 
ments furnished by local officers are laid on the Library table. 

(b) The member is referred to the statements laid on the Library table 
in reply to an unstarred question on the subject asked by Babu Nalini 
Nath Roy at this meeting. 

Reconstitution of District Boards of Birbhum and Burdwan. 

85. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state why there has been no election of members of District 
Boards of Burdwan and Birbhum though the term of three years for which 
the members were elected is over? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there is a feeling in the 
country against the Chairman of a District Board standing as a candidate 
for the Council Election on account of the influence they have over the 
Presidents ox Unions and Local Boards and through them over the rural 
voters ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The recon- 
stitution of the District Board of Burdwan was due in October, 1921 . The 
Local Board elections were held up in view of the amendment of rule 1 of 
the Election Rules, so as to permit of the allotment of seats to groups of 
union boards under the Village Self-Government Act. The rule was 
amended by Government notification No. 92 L. S.-G., dated the 7th Janu- 
ary, 1922, but the amended rule did not come into effect till three months 
after the date of its publication.' Proposals for the distribution of the 
elected seats of the different Local Boards among groups of union boards 
in each police-station were finally approved by the Commissioner in con- 
sultation with the District Magistrate towards the end of May, 1923. The 
reconstitution of the Local Boards is expected shortly and that of the 
District Board will follow. 
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The reconstitution of the Birbhum District Board was also due in. 
October, 1921, but pending a decision as to the establishment of a Local 
Board at Bolpur, the introduction of the system of an elective majority 
and the reconstitution of the District Board were kept in abeyance. The 
question of abolishing Local Boards altogether will be considered in con- 
nection with the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act and it was 
therefore decided not to create new Local Boards at present. The question, 
then arose whether, if the privilege of an elective majority be granted to 
the District Board, the existing number of members of the Local Board* 
should be increased so as to avoid almost all the members of the Local 
Boards getting on to the District Board. Orders issued on this point on 
the 23rd May, 1923. The Local Boards will now be reconstituted, after 
which the reconstitution of the District Board will be taken up. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

y* 

Travelling allowances of non-official Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of 
District Boards. 

86. Babll NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
the travelling allowances drawn by the non-official Chairmen and Vice- 
Chairmen of the district boards of Bengal with their names, for the last 
three years? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The statements 
furnished by local officers are laid on the Library table. 

Tuberculosis and kala-azar. 

87. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that with the lapse of every year deaths from 
tuberculosis and kala-azar have shown an increase; and 

(t't) whether it is a fact that in Calcutta alone 109, 1G2 and 204 
deaths from kala-afcar took place, respectively, in the years 
1919, 1920 and 1921, and that 580 cases, of which TO came 
from outside, took medicine from the Medical College Out- 
door Hospital which was opened in February, 1921? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether from the 
Laboratory of the Tropical Medicine Research College he hopes to bring 
kala-asar from problem to programme and to combat its spread and havoc ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the figures of death from tuberculosis and kala-aaar 
during the years 1921 and 1922 ? 
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The Hon’bie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (t) and (c> 

Information is not available, as deaths from the special causes mentioned 
have only been reported separately since 1921. The reported deaths 
under the head “ Kala-azar and Phthisis/’ respectively, in these two last 
years are as follows : — 


Kala-azar — 


Calcutta: 1921— 204 ; 1922-287. 

Total of Presidency : 1921—1,552; 1922—1,531. 


Phthisis — 

Calcutta: 1921—2,095; 1922—2,106. 

Total of Presidency : 1921—4,055; 1922—4,477. 


Four hundred and twenty-four cases of kala-azar were treated in 1921 
at the Medical College Outdoor Hospital. 

(ti) Vide reply to (t). 

(b) The question as to how kala-azar is transmitted is still being” 
investigated, but the success of the antimony treatment is now well- 
established, and the problem of making treatment available to all is 
administrative and financial. The organization of treatment for kala- 
azar involves the co-operation of Government, local bodies, voluntary 
associations and private persons. The extent of the problem is still a 
matter for inquiry, and Government are now pressing on their kala-azar 
survey — combined with treatment — which has been in progress for three 
years. 

The question of strengthening the staff and organizing a larger cam- 
paign against kala-azar is under consideration. 


Muhammadan Hostel attached to Jessore Zilla 8chool. 

88. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that the- 
Muhammadan Hostel attached to the Jessore Zilla School was constructed 
only about ten years ago at a cost of about Rs. 50,000? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the rain water falls through 
the roof and the boarding house is unfit for habitation for boys during the- 
rainsP 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of replacing the 
roof as the patch-work on the roof has proved to be useless? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The hostel was built in 1914-lfr 
mt a cost of Re. 37,980. 

( b ) and (c) Government have no information but will institute- 
inquiries. 
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Muhammadan headmasters and assistant headmasters of Government 

High Schools. 

89. Maulvi RAFI UODIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of — 

(t) headmasters, and 
(it) assistant headmasters 

in the Government High Schools in Bengal and how many of them are 
Hindus and Muhammadans? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many 
Muhammadan teachers of the present cadre are academically qualified to 
hold the offices of (i) headmaster, and (it) assistant headmaster in the 
said schools? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state why these academically 
qualified Muhammadan teachers are not appointed to those vacancies in 
proportion to the importance of the Muhammadan community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. C. MITTER: (a) Forty, of whom six are 
Moslems. 

(b) The ordinary minimum academic qualification for these posts is a 
degree. Sixty Moslem teachers in Government Schools hold degrees. 

(c) Their length of service does not yet qualify them for the promo- 
tion. 


Breaches in Selye embankments. 

90. Babu HEM CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJI : (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased 
to state — 

(? ) whether he is aware of the fact that Ghatal, a subdivision in the 
district of Midnapore, was completely flooded last year owing 
to the break in the embankments on the side of the river 
Selye; and 

( ii ) whether Government are contemplating taking any action to 
close the breach in the embankments? 

(b) If so, when is the work likely to be taken in hand? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The whole question of the desirability or otherwise of repairing 
these breaches is under the consideration of Government. 

(6) This depends on the decision that Government may come to. 
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Ex-soldiers of Bengal Regiment. 

91. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURIf 

(«) Will the Hon’ Me the Member in charge of the Political Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) how man soldiers were discharged owing to the disbandment of 
the 49th Bengali Regiment; and 

(it) what provisions, if any, have been made for these ex-soldiers in 
accordance with the resolution No. 2184 P.D. , dated the 27th 
July, 1918? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the names of the candidates who have been provided for — 

(/) in the subordinate civil service, 

(2) in the police service, 

(3) in the Registration Department, and 

(4) in other departments; and 

(?7) the date on which they were appointed to these posts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) (i) About 1,000. 

(a) ( ii ) and (b) ( t ) and (i?) Attention is invitec^to the information 
supplied in the answer given to unstarred question No. 8 at the meeting of 
Council of the 28th February, 1921. Since then the Political Depart- 
ment has continued to recommend qualified applicants for appointments 
as occasion arose. Details of all names and appointments have not been 
recorded. 


Waiting ptaoes at tramway termini on sides of Kidderpore bridge. 

92. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Member in (barge of the Department of Irrigation been 
drawn to the great inconvenience experienced by the public, for want of 
covered waiting places at the tramway terminus on both sides of the new 
Kidderpore bridge? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state when the bridge 
will be completed and when tram cars will be allowed to run over it? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of constructing 
sheds at the tramway terminus where the passengers may wait, if it is 

^anticipated that the completion of the bridge will fake more than three 
months? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 


8 
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( b ) Work will be taken up as soon ae the Corporation of Calcutta "and 
the Calcutta Improvement Truat approve of the revised estimate in which, 
the completion of the work is inclined. 

(<?) No. 

Reservation of seats in certain educational institutions for students of 
depressed classes. 

93. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of reserving 
seats for the depressed classes in the Bengal Engineering College, the 
Calcutta Medical College and in the Engineering, Commercial, Technical, 
Industrial, and Agricultural schools and workshops? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A reference is 
invited to Government’s letter No. 102 — Medl., dated Gth June, 1923, on 
th subject, of which a copy is laid on the Library table which explains 
Government’s attitude towards this question, so far as the Calcutta Medi- 
cal College is concerned. Government take the same view in resj)ect of 
the reservation of seats in the other institutions referred to. 

Eleotiorf of Chairman, Pabna Municipality. 

94. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that Babu Binoy Kumar Roy, late Chairman of the Pabna Municipality, 
filed an application before the Collector of Pabna objecting to the 
confirmation of the election of Rai Dinanath Biswas Bahadur on the 
18th September last as Chairman of the Pabna Municipality? 

(b) Is it a fact that in view of the Government circular No. 4821, 
dat$d th© 8th September, 1922, issued by the Minister of Local Self- 
Government nominated Government officers are required to abstain from 
voting at the election of the chairman? 

(c) Is it a fact that Rai Sahib S. C. Basu was proposed as thi 
President of the meeting and the proposal was agreed upon on the under- 
standing that he would not exercise his right of voting? 

(<1) Is it a fact that the nominated Government officer, e.g., the 
Civil Surgeon Rai Sahib S. C. Basu and Maulvi Mahomed, teacher, 
Pabna Zilla school, voted at the meeting for the election of Chairman? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the complainant, who 
was a rival candidate, secured eight votes, while the Rai Bahadur 
secured nine? 

(/) Did the Collector forward the objection to the Commissioner of 
the Raj shah i Division? 
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> {p) If so, what Has been the decision of the Divisional Commis- 
sioner in this matter P 4 

( h ) If the election was confirmed, what afre the grounds on which the 
Commissioner rejected Binoy Babu’s petition for objection? 

(i) Are the Government considering the desirability of making the 
circular No. 4821, dated the 8th September, 1922, obligatory in all the 
future elections of Chairmen of the municipalities? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, but ouly when the candidate for election as Chairman is 
an official. 

(c) Government are not aware whether it is a fact or not. 

(d) Yes. 

(r) Yes. 

(/) Yes. 

(/;) The Commissioner considered the election of the Itai Bahadur 
to lie valid. 

(h) Binoy Bahu’s petition was rejected by the Commissioner as his 
grounds of objection on the face of them had no force. 

(i) No. Government may appoint officials as Commissioners on 
the understanding that they will not exercise their right of voting 
where an official is a candidate for the post of Chairman, but where 
a non-official stands for election, it would be unreasonable by execu- 
tive order to limit a Commissioner’s right to vote. 

Mechanical and electrical engineering classes, Bengal Engineering 

College. 

95. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education bo pleased to 
state the number of students admitted every year to the apprentice 
class of the mechanical and electrical department in the Bengal Engi- 
neering College, Sibpur, and the number of applicants for admission 
to the aforesaid class ? 

(b) Is it a fact that on account of the restriction in th© number 
of admissions, a large number of candidates are unable to get them- 
selves admitted? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
admitting a larger number of students to the aforesaid apprentice claw 
every year ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the admissions in the above class are made 
in June, before the results of the Matriculation Examination are 
published and that in consequence a large number of candidates are 
prevented from applying for admission in June? 


8a 
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(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of 
fixing the last date for application for admission to the aforesaid 
classes a fortnight after the Matriculation results are published? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: (a) The old name apprentice 
department has been abolished aud the classes are now called mechani- 
cal and electrical engineering classes. Number admitted — 42 in 1921; 
45 in 1922; and 40 in 1923. Number of applicants in 1923 — 58. 

(b) No suitable applicants were rejected this year. 

(c) No. The total number of admissions to the institution is 
limited by barrack accommodation, and facilities for practical training. 

(d) Admissions are at present made in March. 

(e) I'he suggestion is at present being considered. 


Fishery rights in the area for the proposed Grand Trunk Canal. 

96. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of granting 
leases of fishery rights in the area acquired by the Government for the 
proposed Grand Trunk Canal ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The land in question has already been leased. 


Certiffoate under section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act* 

The Hon’ble Mr. *). DONALD: III accordance with the provisions of 
section 92 of the Bengal legislative Council Buies, I am to place the 
following certificate on the table: — 


CERTIFICATE. 

26.— Police — Temporary District Intelligence Staff. 

_ Whereas the Bengal Legislative Council has reduced by the sum of Rs. 94,000 the 
demand of Rs. 1,94,000 in respect of “ temporary district intelligence staff ” under the 
head *' 26 — Police,*' I hereby certify under proviso (a) to section 72 D (2) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act that for the above purpose a further sum of Rs. 60,000 is essential for 
the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

LYTTON, 

Governor of Bengal . 

. The 7th July, 1923, 
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Tin Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: With your permission, I 
should like to say a few words of explanation to the Council with 
regard to the certificate which has been just laid on the table by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald. It will be in the recollection of the Council 
that in discussing the budget estimates last year for police I accepted* 
a reduction on behalf of Government of Rs. 75,000 from the total esti- 
mates of the police. The Council also reduced the provision for the 
District Intelligence Branch, from Rs. 1 ,94,000 to Rs. 1,00,000. Govern- 
ment, in consultation with the Inapector-Genefal of Police, went very 
carefully into the question of reduction of the District Intelligence 
Branch staff. We pruned it, and have reduced the stuff considerably 
and also the allowances. But we came to the conclusion that unless we 
disbanded the District Intelligence Staff, wo could not keep the expendi- 
ture for this year below Its. 1,50,000. Government were not prepared 
to fftce the disbandment of the District Intelligence Staff and it is clear 
from the fact that the Council did not accept the motion to refuse the 
total grant, but only a mm ion for reduction that the Council was not 
in favour of disbanding the District Intelligence Staff, but Government 
recognised that the intention of the Council was to enforce economy. 
We have enforced economy no far as it is possible under the head of 
District Intelligence Branch. But, Sir, we then looked round and by 
pruning and soaping other items in the police budget we have enforced 
the economy which the Council desired. This certification of half a 
lakh for the District Intelligence Branch has been provided by scrapings 
and savings in other branches of the police budget which has been passed 
by this Council. This certificate, therefore, does not mean that Gov- 
ernment are asking the Council to provide one single rupee more in the 
police budget than they have already done and this Rs. 50,000, required 
by this certificate, as I have already said, has been saved in addition to 
the Rs. 75,000 which we took off the police budget at the end of last 
year. The certificate itself is necessary because as the Council reduced 
a specific item in the budget, we cannot spend more oil that specific item 
without this certificate because the Accountant-General will not allow 
it. What we have really done is to reappropriate savings which ^e 
have made in other parts of t he police budget to provide the money for 
the District Intelligence Branch and the effect of the certificate, will 
not be to add a single rupee to the police budget. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1023. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I beg to pre- 
sent fhe report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Improvement 
(Amendment) Bill and to move that the report be taken into considera- 
tion. The Bill, Sir, As it has emerged from the Select Committee, is 
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very much more restricted than the Bill which I had the honour of in- 
troducing in this Council. The reason for narrowing the scope of the 
Bill was the representation of the Corporation which wanted a much 
more comprehensive measure and more time for its consideration. We 
were not able to comply with this request, having regard to the limita- 
tions of time at our disposal. I therefore suggested to the Select Com- 
mittee — and my suggestion was accepted that we should confine our- 
selves to matters that were urgent and non-contentious, and .these 
mutters resolve themselves into two. In the first place, the Bill 
provides for the settlement of compensation to be paid by the Board 
to the Corporation for lands and buildings taken up by that body. The 
determining factor in respect of the settlement was the question whether 
the land taken up was for improvement or for recoupment. If it was 
for improvement and the land revested in the Corporation, no compen- 
sation was to be paid: if it was for recoupment, compensation was to 
be paid according to the market value of the property at the time of 
theHksue of the declaration. That was the agreement which, I under- 
stood, was arrived at between the Corporation and the Improvement 
Trust, though I learn that there has subsequently been some modifica- 
tion in respect of that agreement which will appear in the course of the 
discussion of the amendments. 

The other matter which the Bill deals with is to provide for the 
raising of the rate of interest payable to the Trust for debts outstanding 
to it from 4 per cent, to (i per cent. This was unanimously agreed to 
with one single dissentient voice. I find that my lion’ hie friend, who 
raised that note of dissent at the meeting of the Select Committee, has 
given notice of an amendment in that respect. I am sure that the 
amendment will he discussed antty I hope, will he thrown out. I do not 
think I need detain the House at any length with any observations 
-at this stage. I beg to move that the report of the Select Committee be 
taken into consideration. 

The motion that the report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta 

Improvement (Amendment) Bill be taken into consideration was put 
and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question* is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 
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Dr. D. C. GH08E: May I have your permission to move the two 
amendments together standing in my name? Unless I move them 
together, I cannot make my meaning clear. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, certainly. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I beg t6 move — 

(0 that in clause 2, in the proposed section 54(7), line 13, for the 
words “ required for the purposes of such scheme ” the words 
“ required for the execution of the scheme ” be substituted, 
and 

' (i?) that in clause 2, at the end of the proposed section 54(7) the 
following lie added, namely: — 

“ Explanation . — Land required for laying out or re-laying 
out or for the provision of building sites in a schema 
shall be deemed to be land required for the execution 
of the scheme within the meaning of this section.” 

During the somewhat hurried consideration of this Bill by the 
Select Committee, it was not possible, I am afraid, for the members of 
the Committee to apply their mind to all points of difficulty that re- 
quired solution in this amending legislation. Section 54 of the Calcutta 
Improvement Act deals principally with question# between the Improve- 
ment Trust and the Calcutta Corporation. It appears to me, at any 
rate from the discussions in the Corporation, that both bodies, viz., 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust and the Calcutta Corporation, are 
agreed that section 54 is defective and must be remedied by legislation. 
Now, what is the matter principally, regarding which section 54 has 
been found defective? There is no dispute or difficulty regarding Cor- 
poration lands which are acquired by the Trust for executing the engin- 
eering portions of a scheme, that is for the actual road-way in a street- 
scheme. But, Sir, apart from and beyond that, some doubts and diffi- 
culties have arisen. Doubts have arisen whether the Trust is compe- 
tent to acquire lands belonging to the Corporation for purposes of lay> 
out. The Corporation’s contention was that under section 54, the Trust 
had not got the power to acquire land from the Corporation for lay-out. 
On the other hand, the contention of the Trust went to the opposite 
extreme, namely, that under section 54, the Trust had the power to 
acquire lands from the Corporation even for purposes of recoupment. 
When these doubts and difficulties arose, by agreement between the two 
bodies, viz., the Trust and the Corporation, a friendly reference was 
made to the High Court. That reference was finally heard by His 
Lordships the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Richardson. I shall refer 
to their judgments later on, but in the meantime let me say this that 
the real point which gave rise to this difficulty between the Trust and 
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the Corporation, viz., whether under section 54, the Trust have got the 
power to acquire lands from the Corporation for lay-out was never 
placed before the Court. What was debated upon, in the Court was 
the extreme contention of the Trust that under section 54, the Trust 
have the power to acquire lands from the Corporation even for purposes 
of recoupment. Their Lordships held that under section 54, the Trust 
had not the power to acquire lands for purposes of recoupment. Now, 
the object of my two amendments is to make it clear that if the Trust 
want to acquire any building, street, square or any other land belonging 
to the Corporation for executing any of their schemes, they should be 
enabled to do so, and I make it clear in .the explanation that under this 
section they will have the power to acquire lands for purposes of lay- 
out, but I exclude by my two amendments all idea of acquiring lands 
for the purposes of recoupment. 

I will read out to you one or two passages from the judgments of His 
Lordship the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Richardson. In holding 
that the Trust had not the power to acquire lands from the Corporation 
for purposes of recoupment, His Lordship the Chief Justice says that 
“ it may be that the Legislature may have considered that when the 
Board of the Improvement Trust was dealing with another public body 
such as the Calcutta Corporation, it would not be right to enable the 
Trust to acquire from the other public body, viz., the Corporation, lands 
which were not actually required for the execution of the scheme, but 
which were included in the scheme for purposes of recoupment only;” 
and then Mr. Justice Richardson says that “ there seems no reason why 
os regards land required for purposes of recoupment, the Corporation 
should not have the same right under section 78 as other owners of land.” 

I will explain what this means. If the Trust acquire land belonging 
to a private person for any of their schemes, then if the land is not re- 
quired for the execution of the scheme, but for purposes of recoupment, 
then the owner of the land under the Calcutta Improvement Act has 
the right to go up to the Trust and ask for exemption of that land^on 
Payment of certain money. Their Lordships held when this matter 
came up before them that section 54 precluded the Corporation from 
the enjoyment of the right which a private owner has, namely, going 
up to the Trust and asking for exemption of their land. 

Well, Sir, besides what their Lordships have said, I wish to say this 
that the Corporation and the Trust are two bodies, two co-adjutors work- 
ing for the improvement of Calcutta. The Corporation makes a definite 
contribution to the funds of the Trust for carrying on their work. The" 
object of both these bodies is to make a bigger and finer Calcutta. 
Well, when this is the relationship between these two bodies, why 
should you allow one body, namely the Trust, to acquire lands belong- 
ing to the other, namely, the Corporation, not for executing any of their 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. „ 


109 


iwsr. ] 


schemes but for the purpose of selling out latei ou at fancy prices and 
making a lot of money out of such lands. You may allow that with 
regard to the lands belonging to private owners, but with regard to 
lands belonging to the Corporation when the relationship between tHe 
two bodies is one of mutual co-operation, I think that the acquisition 
of lands for the purpose of recoupment, viz., for the purpose of profit, 
ought not to be allowed. Now, if you retain the expression as in the 
Bill, ** for the purposes of the scheme ” then recoupment will be covered 
by that phrase. That expression is far too general, as will appear from 
a reference to sections 41 and 42 of the Cealoutta Improvement Act in 
which are set forth various matters which may l>e included in an improve- 
ment scheme. I m’ant to make the section more specific and would 
also^ restrict its scope by laying down that the land must be necessary 
for the execution of a scheme. I will, however, add an explanation that 
land required for lay-out or relaying out or for the provision of building 
sites should be deemed to be land required for the execution of the 
scheme. I do not think that it is necessary or expedient that the Trust 
should have power to take over Corporation lands for any other purpose 
even on payment of compensation which in the case of streets and 
squares will be nothing. AVith these words T beg to move my amend- 
ments. 


Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I feel that I should say a few 
woids in support of the amendments moved by my esteemed friend 
Mr. D. (jho.se. During the discussions that took place on the Improve- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, it was agreed, as I understood it, between the 
Chairman of the Improvement Trust and the Chairman of the Calcutta 
Corporation that the Improvement Trust should only be entitled under 
the principles of clause 1 to such land as will really be required for the 
engineering requirements, that is for laying out streets, parks and other 
sanitary conveniences, and the provision of building sites, that is, for the 
actual execution of the scheme; and it is on that principle that it was 
agreed that this Bill should be drawn up. It was also agreed that if the 
Improvement Trust took possession of other lands belonging to the Cor- 
poration which Were not really required for the lay-out of the scheme 
undertaken by the Improvement Trust, the Improvement Trust should 
pay to the Corporation on the same basis as the Improvement Trhst 
would have to pay to a private owner as is specified in sub-clause »Vj) of 
clause 2 of the Bill. The Bill, as drawn and as presented on behalf of the 
Government, does not make the meaning clear, and Mr. I). C. Ghose’s 
amendments make the meaning clear according to the compromise 
arrived at, and I hope, Sir, that Government will accept the amendments 
moved by Mr. D. C. Ghose. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: After the beautiful way in 
which my friend Mr. D. C. Ghose has opened the whole thing, I do not 



110 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[ 15 th # Aug. f 
* ' * 

think I shall he justified in taking up the time of the Council. It is a 
fact that the Improvement Trust and the Corporation of Calcutta have 
come to an agreement over this difficult point. Whenever any land 
belonging to the Corporation is taken over by the Improvement Trtisi — 
and if that land has got to come back to us — we do not charge them any- 
thing; they do not pay any charge, but wherever that land is used by 
them for improvement and laying out purposes and sold to other persons, 
in that case we get the market rale, and that is the arrangement come to. 

Of course the Bill as it gives expression to that. My friend Mr. T). C. 
Ghose thinks that it is not sufficiently clear. I think that Mr. Ghose 
has pul in hen* makes the position more clear no doubt. lie has given a 
definition and be has also said that, for the words “ Squired for the pur- 
poses of such scheme ” the words “ for the execution of the scheme ” be 
substituted. 11 makes the meaning certainly more clear and in view of 
this on behalf of the Corporation, I have no hesitation in accepting this 
and I leave it to the House to see whether it is clear or not or whether 
they will accept it or not. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think it is 
necessary on behalf of Government that I should oppose these amend- 
ments and I have asked Mr. Goode to specify our objections to them. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: Government are very anxious, naturally, in legis- 
lating in a matter which relates to the Corporation and the Improve- 
ment Trust to be guided as far as possible by the views of the representa- 
tives of those bodies. But there are certain occasions in which it is 
necessary for Government to take up some other line on the advice of 
their legal advisers. We are advised that the proposals made in amend- 
ments (?) and (li) by Air. Ghose may possibly cause legal difficulties in 
the interpretation of this Bill. Generally speaking, Government have 
every sympathy with the proposals which Mr. Ghose has laid before this 
Council this evening. 3 1 is proposals more or less give the same meaning 
and provide the same settlement which the original draft Bill of the 
Government did and we are quite prepared to accept generally the 
changes which he suggests in order to make — as he thinks — his meaning 
a little more explicit. But as regards amendments (i) and (ii) I think 
-that Government on the whole after careful consideration must oppose it. 

In the first place Mr. Ghose has proposed that the words “required for 
the purposes of such scheme ” should be substituted by the words 
“ required for the execution of the scheme.” Admittedly, the phrase 
“ execution of the scheme ” is ambiguous. This is a point which was 
discussed at some length in the Select Committee and we decided that it 
would be wiser to adopt language which would be capable of the widest 
interpretation. We, therefore, deliberately adopted the words “ for the 
purposes ” in place of the word “ execution.” 
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*; 1 Jo not, however, wish to mislead the House, into thinking that the 

change is merely one of phraseology. There is also a change in the mean- 
ing. Mr. Ghose has attempted to limit the meaning and content of the 
phrase “ execution of the scheme ” to certain specific items of work or to 
certain specific purposes for which land might be needed. In his Explana- 
tion he provides, that land required for building sites or laying out 
schemes should be understood to be land required for the execution of 
the scheme. He thereby excludes land required for the purposes of 
recoupment. I think the words “ lay out ” and “ re-laying out ” have a 
definite meaning and they already occur in the Act, and I would not 
object to the proposed change on this ground. 1 think, however, that he 
has gone too far in attempting to limit the right of the Trust, if they so 
desire, to obtain land from the Corporation for the general purposes of 
their scheme which must include recoupment. Let me ask the members 
of the, House for a moment to picture to themselves some narrow gulley 
in the middle of a congested area; the Trust takes up the whole area for 
the purpose of a general improvement scheme, and this narrow gulley is 
replaced by, we will assume, a diagonal which traverses the whole of the 
area .required. Is it suggested that only that portion of the old road 
which falls within the new diagonal is land which the Trust aie entitled 
to obtain free of cost ? Is it suggested that the Trust ought to pay for 
that portion of the old road which lies outside the diagonal because it is 
to be made part of a building site in the lay-out approved by the Trust ? 
I think that the ease has merely to be stated to this House for members 
to agree that this proposal is unreasonable. Tt seems to me that as the 
Trust and the Corporation are anxious to come to some basis of com- 
promise so as to prevent future disputes, it is much better to make the 
phraseology as wide as possible and adopt the word “ purposes ” instead 
oMhe word “execution " which is undoubtedly much more uncertain in 
its meaning and more limited in its content. 


Next as regards amendment No. (//) Mr. Ghose lias endeavoured, I do 
not think very successfully, to define land required for the purpose of the 
scheme. He has recognised that he is confronted with a ceitain difii- 
culty in adopting a word of a somewhat limited content and lie lias been 
obliged to insert a definition for this purpose within the statute. If his 
first amendment is not accepted by the Council it no longer becomes 
necessary to consider amendment No. (ii). We are anxious, as T have 
said, to settle this matter in a way which will be agreeable both to 
Mr. Mallik and Mr. Emerson and the interests which they represent. We 
are advised by the Legislative Department, which has devoted consider- 
able attention to this rather difficult little Bill, that it is unwise on the 
whole to attempt to change one small portion of the Bill in this way. We 
are quite prepared to accept with some slight verbal changes the rest of 
Mr. Ghose’s amendments which I understand Mr. Mallik, as representing 
the Corporation, and Mr. Emerson, as representing the Improvement 



112 


GOVERNMENT BILLS, 


[15th Ado 


Trust, will also accept. We would prefer on the whole to retain th< 
present draff Bill and would ask the members of the House not to accepl 
amendments Nos. (?) and («). 

Mr. D. C. Ghose’s amendment No. (?) was put and a diyision taken witl 
the following result : 


AYE8. 


Addy, Babu Amulyi Dhone. 

All, Mr. Sytd Erfan. 

All, Munshl Amir. 

All, Munihl Avub. 

Bhattaoharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl HaAzar 
Rahman. 

Oat Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
Dutt, Ral Bahadur Or. Harldhan. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Chose, Mr. 0. C. 

Maq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 


Khaltan, Babu Debl Proud. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raft quo Uddln. 
Makramall, Munshl. 

Malllk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Moltra, Or. Jatlndra Nath. 

Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Bljoyprosad Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheod. 


NOES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Watlmuddln. 
Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Ablnash Chandra. 
Blrley, Mr L. 

Caroy, Mr. W. L. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Rahmatjan. 
Chowdhury, Maulvl Faxlal Karim. 

Cohen, Mr D. J. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Das, Babu Bhlshmadov. 

Oe, Mr. K. C. 

Dey, Mr. C. C. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. 4. T. 

Duval, Mr. H. ft. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Qhose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Goode, Mr. 8. W. 

Horne ll, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlngford, Mr. C. T. 

Karim, Maulvl Fazial. 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud-dln. 


Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. 
Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble the. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

McCay, Lt.-Col. David. 

Mltter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukerjee, Mr. S. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhon. 

Mukherjl, Professor $. C. 

Raheem, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Robertson, Mr. F. W. 

Rose, Mr. C. F. 

Roy, Mr. 4. N. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdus. 
Shakespear, Mr. W. A. 

Skinner, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 

Stuart Williams, Mr. S. C. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 


The Ayes being 126 and the Noes 49 the motion was lost. 
Mr. 1). C. Ghose’s motion No. (it) failed and was not put. 


Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I move that in clause 2, in the proposed section 
54(7), line 18, after the word subject ” the words 44 in the case of any 
building or any land, not being a street or square ” be inserted. 

It is admitted that no compensation has to be paid by the Trust for 
streets or squares belonging to the Coporation. This is expressly recog- 
xisedfin the existing Act, but in the revised draft before the House this is 
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left to be inferred by implications from the absence of any reference 10 
any streets or squares in sub-section (J). The object of my amendment is 
to make it clear that the Trust will not have to pay for them. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: On behalf of 
Government I accept the amendment. 

1 fhe motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I move that in clause 2, in the proposed section 
54(7), last line, after the word, brackets and figure “ sub-section (J) 1 ’ 
the words, brackets and figure “ or sub-section (4)” be added. 

Sub-section (4) also mentions the question of compensation, which 
should obviously be added. It is purely a matter of drafting. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: This change is 
considered to be quite unnecessary. We have been advised that our draft 
is good ’enough for all practical purposes and therefore we decline to 
accept the amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE : I move that in clause 2 , in the proposed section 
54 (2), lines 4 to 7, for the portion beginning with the words “ until either ” 
up to the words “ that section ” the following be substituted, namely : — 

“ only until it revests in the Corporation as part of a street or an open 
space, under a declaration made by the Corporation under 
sub-seetion (1) of section 65 or a resolution passed by the Board 
under sub-section (2) of section 65, as the case may be,” 

This section does not say that a declaration must be made in respect 
of streets or squares comprising such land. The obvious intention is that 
it must be so and the object of my amendment is to make it clear. 

Th® Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: On behalf of 
Government I accept the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: I move that in clause 2, for the proposed section 
540/) fbe following he substituted, namely: — 

“( 4 ) If, in any case where the* Board have made a declaration to the 
Corporation in respect of any land under sub-section (2), the 
Board retain the land contrary to the terms of the declaration, 
or the land does not revest in the Corporation, as contemplated 
therein, like compensation shall be payable by the Board to 
the Corporation in respect of such land, for the Joss resulting 
from the non-transfer of such land to the Corporation, suck 
compensation not to be less than the market value which 
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would have been payable for the said land under the f provi- 
sions of sub-section (-1) together with interest thereon at the 
rate of six per cent, from the date of the notice under sub- 
section ( 1 ) to the date of payment.” 

This is also a matter of drafting. I propose, however, that in cases in 
which the Improvement Trust act contrary to their own declaration and 
retain a piece of Corporation land permanently the Trust should pay to 
the Corporation not only compensation but also interest at G per cent. 

Mft 8. W. GOODE: As regards the main portion of this amendment 
we accept it with a slight change in the phraseology, to which I will refer 
in a moment. But as regards the proposal that interest should be paid 
to the Corporation during the period in which the land is in possession of 
the Trust, Government must oppose it. It. has to be remembered after 
all that the land is returned to the Corporation w ith a greatly enhanced 
value. The increment in value has l>eeu caused by the construction of 
roads and squares, and the property which reverts to the Corporation is 
of more value than when the Trust took it over. In these circumstances 
it seems unnecessary to ask that the Trust should pay interest for the 
property while it is in their possession. Government will therefore 
oppose this portion of the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do I understand, Mr. Goode, that you object to 
the amendment as it stands but you are prepared to accept it in a modi- 
fied form P 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Yes, Sir, we would accept it in a modified form. 
We object to the levy of interest upon the Trust by the Corporation. I 
would modify the amendment to take the following form 

“(4) If, in any case where the Board have made a declaration to the 
Corporation in respect of any land under sub-section (2), the 
Board retain or dispose of the land contrary to the terms of 
declaration, so that the laid does not revest in the Corporation 
as contemplated under such declaration, like compensation 
shall be payable by the Board to the Corporation in respect of 
such land for the loss resulting from the non-transfer of sfich 
land to the Corporation, such compensation not to be less 
than the market value which would have been payable for the 
said land under the provisions of sub-section (3).” 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I accept the amendment proposed by Mr. Goode 
and beg leave to withdraw mine. 

The amendment of Mr. 1). C. Gliose was. then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 


The amendment of Mr. S. W. Goode was then put and agreed to. 
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Mr. D« C. CHOSE: As my first amendment has been lost and as my 
present amendment is consequential to it, I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw it. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“ That in clause 2, in the proposed section 54(<5) (6), line 3, for the 
word * purposes ’ the word ‘ execution * be substituted.” 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE. With your permission, Sir, I wish to add a sub- 
clause before section 2(J) (a) as follows: — 

“(la) as to whether compensation is payable under sub-section (3) or 
sub-section ( 4 ), or ” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clauses 3 and 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 3 and 4 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to move that clauses 3 and 
4 be omitted. 

Under the existing Act the rate of interest on exemption fees is 4 per 
cent. ; it is proposed in the Bill to increase it to G per cent. The rate of 
# interest on Government Promissory Notes was 4 per cent. Some time 
ago it went up to 6 per cent. Recently it has come down to 5 per cent, 
and as the finances of the Government of India have been improving, 
the rate of interest on Government Promissory Notes may come down 
to 4 per cent. It is therefore not desirable that there should bo a fixed 
rate of interest on exemption fees. I admit that this rate of interest is 
very low in the case of loans or advances for improvement expenses, 
but is not unreasonable in the case of increment of value of lands due 
to the opening of roads. 

The Calcutta Building Commission which was appointed by the 
Government in 1898 recorded its opinion that half of the increment of 
value for the opening of a road should be realized from the owners of the 
adjoining land, because they held that the opening of a road not mily 
benefited the holdings and buildings abutting on the road, but benefited 
the public at large, but T am sorry to say that the whole cost of the 
improvement is now realized from the owners of the adjoining holdings 
and buildings, and in some case, the Board has made a profit out of 
these transactions; even ancestral dwelling houses are acquired by the 
Improvement Trust not only to recoup the cost of construction of a road, 
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but to make a profit out of it, which is most undesirable. Prohibitive 
fees are fixed by the Board, and though the Legislature has authorised 
the owners of these buildings to retain the surplus lands as a matter of 
fact they cannot; it is therefore desirable that the rate of interest should 
be a moderate one ; the Board is an interested party and the greater the 
amount of fees the better for the Board ; there is no appeal against the 
decision of the Board. It may be said that some concession is shown to 
these persons from time to time, but if the Board acquires these lands, 
they shall have to pay the statutory allowance in addition to the market 
value of the land and interest on this money till the road is opened out; 
therefore the concession which is shown to them is nothing but a myth. 
I admit that the Calcutta Corporation has agreed to this proposal; 
even under the Calcutta Municipal Act the rate is not a fixed one; it is. 
not exceeding 7 per cent., and as the Corporation under the new Act i» 
going to be a democratic body, I do not think it will charge even f) per 
cent. Unlimited power is given to the Board for the acquisition of sur- 
plus lands; it is therefore desirable that there should be certain restric- 
tions especially in cases like this. I am, however, open to a compromise 
if, for the word “ six,” Government will be pleased to insert the words 
“ not exceeding six,” it will be left entirely to the discretion of the Board 
to fix the rate of interest; they may fix the rate at six or anything below 
that as the case may be. 

Babu DEB I PR08AD KHAITAN: I would like to say a few words to 
show what the effect will be on the general body of ratepayers if the 
amendment of my friend Babu Amulya Dhone Addy is accepted. It 
seems on a superficial thought that my friend has taken up the case of 
the poor people; whereas in fact he has not taken up their case at all; he 
is rather going against them. What will be the effect if the amendment 
is accepted? The Improvement Trust has got to borrow money at a rate 
of interest varying from 5J per cent, to 6 per cent. A f ter having got the 
money at the rate of 5J to G per cent., the Improvement Trust launches 
upon schemes and uixm monies due to the Calcutta Improvement Trust, 
the Board realizes interest only at the rate of 4 per cent, and not 6 per 
cent. Thus the difference of 2 per cent, falls on the general body of rate- 
payers. ITow after all is the Calcutta Improvement Trust financed? 
Jt does not draw money from the heavens or from the river 
Ganges, but it gets its money from the general body of ratepayers who 
have to pay the difference between the 4 aird the 6 per cent., at which they 
borrow, if the Improvement Trust is not authorised to realize 6 per cent, 
rate of interest from those who choose not to pay or from those who bene- 
fit by the operations of that body. My friend Mr. Addy says that he 
thinks that his amendment ought to be accepted because the amounts 
fixed by the Improvement Trust are very high and there is no appeal. 
Does the remedy that he seeks to give to the persons affected lie in reduc- 
ing the rate of interest from 6 to 4 per cent.P The proper remedy would 



- another amendment ey to m»pi the Moulds the 
fiMtad the Calcutta Ijqprovement Trust Act whereby ,>the 
'0lkimmmi Trust Board would be compelled to fix the proper amount n 
luod ift $oo high an amount for recovery from affected poisons with an v 
^$•4 to fib# Improvement Board. This is not the way to give a remedy 
& those affected persons. I think as the Improvement Trust ha a got fo 
•jpny very Ugh rates of interest it is proper that persons who do not pay 
their dues should pay interest at the same rate as the Improvement 
Trust has got to borrow money, namely, 6 per cent, If I am allowed, I 
would remind my friend of the quotation from Shakespeare " Pity for 
$|e general wrong of Rome drives out pity for Caesar.” 

Mm SUftENDRA NATH MALUKi I do not think I need add 
much to what has been said ; the principle is well known as Mr. Khaitan 
has pointed out. I w6uld only say one thing, and that is when a man has 
got Rs. 6,000 outstanding against him, he has got to pay 6 per cent ; 
assuming that he can pay back in 6 years he has got to pay practically 
36 per cent But, as a matter of fact, under the Act, for the first 3 yehrs 
he has not got, to pay any interest at all, nothing. He has only to pay 
for the 4th, 5th and 6th years, that is for 3 years ; it comes down to 3 per 
cent. Therefore, when a man has to pay this amount to the Trust in six 
years’ time, he will be paying only 3 per cent, in reality. It is all very 
well for my friend Mr. Addy to say that they are pour men, and so forth. 

It is well known that a large number of these lands are sold to capitalists 
who enjoy all the benefits arising out of the situation. It is useless to 
trot out the plea of poor men ; my friend knowB all this well. 

Rai MAHSMDRA CHANDRA MITRA SAHADURs I beg to sup- 
port the motion of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. It appears* to me that 
when a road is under construction it takes some time and if any portion of 
jt is not required, nothing is to be paid and it is on that account that this 
amendment has been brought forward. You are, by statutory law, going 
fo lay down 6 per cent. If the law be so amended and a provision be 
made to the effect “ not exceeding 6 per cent”, that will be far better for 
ope who is required to pay. I am not taking the case of the joor 
|n«n into consideration, bqt dealing with the statutory law. Under the 
statutory law it will be obligatory on tbe part of a person wbo is requir- 
; .;|sl;ht payif 0 per cent, is laid down. If the law b# “ n.»t exceeding 6 per 
i power of tbe body will be a Umited one. Sow, suppose 
;$m ; ;ho4y wants to reduce the amount under peculiar circumstances, 
be within its power to reduce it under peculiar drcnmstapces^ 
Ipl'ISlB (portion, therefore, i* whether the tamt* a# 
'Otqhodied in the dense can he modified or not. It u contended that an* ' 
'^Dfehj&pemti ihtrald not he given to that body. Then again, the qW 
•itiitj^aiered on. what amount ? That ia the pi pd i e l >tM to conai- 
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deration. Interest on exemption fees of what land? That is a matter 
which is to be discussed. It is a question which ought ttf"lM a'rgued 6a 
behalf of the person who is required to pay. 


Now Mr. Addy expects the reduction of the interest in future. My* 
contention is that he need not dwell on the matter. He must look to the 
question as embodied in the statute, leaving the discretion to a certain 
body of persons. That would be welcomed by those who are lequired to 

pay- 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I .had hopes, 
great hopes, that my friend Mr. Addy after his experience at the meeting 
of the Select Committee in regard to this particular matter, would profit 
by it, but I have been disapponted. Mr. Addy finds his c.'tse so hopeless 
that he tries to have recourse to an authority as old as a quarter ot a cen- 
tury. Since then great changes have taken place in Calcutta, in our 
ideals and circumstances and in the conditions of this groat city. How- 
ever venerable that authority might be, I do not think it is binding upon 
us ; we may treat it with respect, but at the same time we may rlairn for 
ourselves the right to use our own private judgment in regard to their 
dictum. 

My friend raises the old cry as to the harshusss of the exemption fees. 
Will that harshness be in any way relieved or minimised by reducing 
the percentage from 6 to 4 per cent.? I do not think tliat it will, and my 
friend Mr. Khaitan has pointed out that the effect of that reduction would 
involve a piece of positive injustice to the poor man. My friend Mr. Addy 
wants us to reduce the rate of percentage from 6 to 4. Let us for a 
moment examine the soundness of that suggestion. The Improvement 
Trust in the open market has to borrow at the rate of 6 pet cent., but on 
its own money outstanding with the public, it is to receive 4 per cent. 
Where is the difference to come from? From the pockets of the poor; 
therefore, it will be a distinct injustice to the poor man if Mr. Addy’s 
amendment is accepted. 

We have heard a lot about the harshness of the exemption fees. For 
whose benefit are they levied? It is for the public benefit that the lands 
of an individual are improved by a public body at the public expense. 
Is it not right and proper that some compensation should he obtained 
from the persons whose property has been improved at the public expense? 
The equity of the case seems to me obvious and I am amaxed that my 
friend does not realise it. 

. I hope the House will reject the motion standing in the name of 
Mr. Addy. i 

The motion was put and lost. u ; 
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« TLe motion that cUums"8 and 4 stand part ,of the Bill was put and 
IWewito- 

Preamble. 

The motion that the preamble stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

The Hoft’ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEAs I move that the 

Bill, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Utbandi Amendment) Bill f 1921 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: I beg to present the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Tenancy (Utbandi Amendment) Bill, 1923, and to move thnt 
the said report be taken into consideration. 

At this stage I do not propose to make any lengthy statement. In a 
Bill of this nature it was too much to expect an unanimous report of the 
Select Committee ; anyhow on the whole, it is very gratifying to me that 
the Bill has emerged from the Select Committee in a form which is fair tp 
hoth parties. 

The motion that the report of the Select Committee be taken into con- 
sideration was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Before the Council proceeds to the discussion of^ 
the amendments on this Bill it will simplify matters if I explain 
the procedure which will be adopted in dealing with these amendments. 
There are certain main points of difference which are scattered over the 
Bill, such as the question of the payment of premiupi and the manner 
of its realisation and the question of costs. It is desirable that the main 
questions involved in these matters should be considered together in one 
debate so as to save the time and labour of the Council. I do not there- 
fore intend to put this Bill clause by clause, but I shall take the amend- 
ments in the following order : — 

First, Noe. 1 to 9 separately in the order in which they stand. Then 
Nos. 10, 16, 17, 18 to 21 and 22 and 28, thus disposing of the question of 
premium. 

Then Nos. 11 to 15 and then No. 24. 

The Council will then take up the question of the recovery of the pre- 
mium and amendments Nos. 25 to 33 and 35 to 39 will be discussed in 
one debate. 

No. 34 will then be taken unless the Council has rejected No. 25 in 
which case No. 34 will fall. 1 

9a 
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Finally Nos. 40, 4} and 42 will be taken thus completing {he consi- 
deration of the Bill. 


Clattse 1. 

Kumar SHIB IHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that for clause 1 ( 2 ) 

the following be substituted, namely: — 

“( 2 ) It extends, in the first instance, to the districts of Nadia and 
Murshidabad, but the Local Government may, by notification 
in the Calcutta Gazette, extend it to any other place in 
Bengal.” 

[At this stage, Mr. President left the Chair and Mr. Deputy-Presi- 
dent took the Chair.] 

For all practical purposes my amendment does not differ materially 
from the provision made in this Bill. The proposed clause wants to ex- 
tend the Act at once to the whole of Bengal, whereas my amendment 
wants to limit its scope in the first instance to the districts of Nadia and 
Murshidabad and leaves it to the discretion of the Government to extend 
it to any other place in Bengal whenever they think it necessary to do 
so. 

My reasons for this slight modification are these. The Utbandi system 
is a peculiar feature of the districts of Nadia and Murshidabad. In 
these districts the prevalent system has been thoroughly investi- 
gated and apparently the Government is satisfied that it should be over- 
hauled and placed on a sounder basis, and the provisions made by the 
Government are based on the results of its inquiry in these two districts. 
Then, Sir, the Bill was referred to a Select Committee composed mainly 
of representatives of these two districts; also opinions on the Bill were 
invited from the officials and non-officials of the districts of Nadia and 
Murshidabad and a few other neighbouring districts. Now, Sir, it is 
hardly fair to other districts in Bengal to impose upon them a measure 
which has a special application to the peculiar conditions of the two 
districts and is clearly designed to deal with a state of affairs which 
is prevalent there alone. The main reason of the complexity 
and unpopularity of the Bengal Tenancy Act is that while conditions 
differ widely from district to district the Act was designed to provide a 
uniform land system throughout the province of Bengal. This was, I 
may say, absurd on the face of it. We are now trying to amend the Act 
so that the peculiar land system in the different parts of the province 
might he adequately dealt with in our amending Act. In these circum- 
stances we shall be only adding to the confusion if we again experiment 
with grafting the indigenous land system of one locality on to the 
other parts of Bengal. I therefore move that the provisions of the Bill 
should apply to those places only where they are really applicable. If 
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After further inquiry, Government is satisfied that they should apply to 
some other places too, I leave it entirely in the hands of the Government 
to extend the Act to those places also. 

Rai JOCENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support the 
amendment which is proposed by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay, His 
is a very modest proposal. He leaves it to the Government to extend 
the operation of this Act to any district, other than Nadia and Murahida* 
had. It cannot hurt anybody in the least, but we must take into oonsi* 
deration that the people are a little apprehensive that khas khamar lands 
in other districts may be called utbandi; therefore, in order to allay the 
legitimate apprehension of the people that there may be mistakes, it is 
desirable that before the Act is extended to other districts, Government 
should consider the condition of those districts. Whether there is 
any * utbandi in other districts or not, we do not know yet. Why then 
should there be any objection to this innocuous amendment of the Kumar 
Sahib? • 

The Hoft’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of BURDWANZ 

Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur has implied that there will be 
an objection. How did he know that there would be any objection? 
The point is a simple one and it does not make any difference whether we 
accept the amendment or not, because Government is not likely to extend 
the provision of this Bill to district? where there are no utbandi lands. 
However, on behalf of Government, I am willing to accept the amend* 
ment in a modified form, because we hate evidence that there is utbandi 
land in the district of Jessore. Therefore, I am willing to accept the 
amendment in the following modified form: — 

“ (2) It extends, in the first instance only to the districts of Nadia, 
Murshidabad and Jessore, but the Local Government may, by notifica* 
tion in the Calcutta Gazette , extend it to any other district or part of a 
district in Bengal." 

Kumar BHlB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I am willing to accept the 
modified form of the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clavsx 2, 

The following motions were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn:— 

lata SATliM CHANDRA MUKHARdlZ 'That in clause 2, pro* 
posed section 180A(£}(a)~ 

(i) in line 6, the word ‘ or ' after the word ‘ otherwise * be omitted; 



122 GOVERNMENT BILLS. [15ra Aw*. 

C 

(it) at the end of this section the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

'Provided that a fixed court-fee of two rupees shall be 
payable in respect of applications made for fixing an 
uniform annual money rent, or.’ ” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: “ That in clause 2, for the 

proposed section 180 A (2) the following be substituted, namely: — 

“ (2) The application shall include all^the lands in the same village 
and under the same landlord — 

(а) which the raiyat holds as utbandi land or, 

(б) which he or any deceased person whose heir he is, had 

held as utbandi land at any time during the preced- 
ing period of six years, if he or the said deceased 
person is or was the last person to have cultivated 
the land, provided that he or the said deceased per- 
son has or had not acquired a right of occupancy 
therein.’ ” 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, REVENUE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. M. C. McAlpin): I move that in clause 2 in proposed section 180A 
(2)(b)„ in line 10, for the words “ and has or had not acquired ” the words 
° and has not or had not acquired ” be substituted. This is a mere draft- 
ing amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — . 

Kumar SHI B 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: “ That in clause 2, far the 

proposed section 18OA(0) the following be substituted, namely: — 

* (^) The officer may reject the application if he is satisfied, in view .. 
of all the ciroumstances of the case, that it is unreasonable to 
grant it : 

Provided that a refusal shall be no bar to proceedings being 1 
again taken under this section after five years from 
the date of refusal if in the opinion of the officer who 
then received the application the circumstances have 
in the meantime changed/ ” 

Kumar tNKB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that in clause 2, 
proposed section 180A (0), lines 3 and 4, the following words be 
emitted .w 

“ in whole dr in part in respect of such lands,” 
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iT n ^i u 5t * n ? 8 *?,* S0Urce of real danerer to landlord. 

! he I “ <Uord rum the n«k of being saddled 

witt all tie bad lands in bis estate. Under the vtbandi system when 

making settlements the landlord takes pretty good care to lease out both 
good and bad lands. But under the provisions of this clause it will be 
tdways possible for a tenant to make out a good case for the exclusion of 
bad lands and knowing as we do the ways of our officials there is every 
likelihood of a decision in favour of the tenants almost in every case. 
Ibis, I should say, would be most unfair to the landlords. If a tenant 
wants to convert his vtbandi lauds into aecupancy right lands it is only 
meet and proper that he should take all lands which he held under the 
nthandi system irrespective of their quality or quantity. And the law 
should be very clear on the point leaving no room for the perpetration of 
an act of injustice on the landlords at the sweet will of a prejudiced offi- 
.rial. Sir. let us examine what the real intention of the proposed legisla- 
tion is. This legislation has been undertaken with the avowed intention 
of giving a stable right to the tenant. It has been decided that the vtban ■ 
d% raiyats should be cleared as occupancy raiyats. It has not got any- 
thing to do with the quality or quantity of the land. It is the contention 
of the tenants that they had a sort of permanent right in the land though 
they paid rents only for the plots which were cultivated in any particu- 
lar year. In the circumstances the only question before the legislature 
is to provide for a measure which would enable the executive in the case 
of a dispute to determine a fair rate of uniform rent. Such being the case 
Sir, it would be a pure and simple transgression of the whole spirit of the 

IT/)'' 6 / 0 ! TeSt the offioial8 ’'rith a power to decide what plots of 
vtbandi lands of a tenant should constitute his occupancy holding. Sir 
even in the case of an occupancy holding it is the inherent right of the 
landlord to decide what the holding should consist of and determine its 
rent. It is enough that the right of determining the rent is being taken 
away from him. It would be most unfair to him if it be further proposed 
teleayethe composition of the holding in the hands of the officials. I 
Strongly protest against this proposal. Either the tenant must take a 
settlement of all the lands held by him under vtbandi system or should 
not take anything at all. 

i? A#,MUDD, N AHMEDS I beg to oppose 
the amendment moved by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. Under the 
preeent vtbandi System a tenant as a rule cultivates onlv a portion of 
and leaving out the rest which may be in his name. Now the *amin- 
tar may apply for the settlement of the portion of the land which the 
want never motivated and for which he paid no rent. In my opinion 

d ^ lr * We tia . t . the tenant shonld ** to pay rent for the land 
Paien he does not. cultivate. 

Mr Pl ‘ esideDt returned to the Chamber abd took .the 
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Rii dOCENDRA CHUHDER CHOSE M whir: I beg to sufctttfc the 
amendment proposed by Kumar Shib Shekbareswar Ray upon the simple 
ground, that when the landlord cannot split up a tenure why should the 
court hare the power to split up that tenure. The application is made in 
respect of a tenure and it must be either rejected in full or hot at all. 
Why should thin right be given to the tenants which is against the later* 
ests of the landlords f By this the tenants would be allowed the advan- 
tage of keeping lands that are good and of giving up those that are bad. 
Ordinarily they cannot do this now and I do not see any reason as to why 
they should be allowed this advantage. The case made out bv Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Ray is a very strong one and I support him. 

Mr B 8YE0 EftFAN ALl! I beg to oppose the amendment because i 
know utbandi lands are generally very bad lands. I should like to 
emphasise my arguments by quoting from an official document. Tbit it 
a note by Mr. Finucane written in 1902. He Bays “ the same individuals 
usually- hold some land on the jamai and some on the utbandi system in 
one and the same village or estate; but I can find no clear elucidation of 
principle on which the village lands have been divided into jamai and 
utbandi lands, respectively. In point of fact, there appears to l»e no such 
principle. One would be inclined to suppose on a priori considerations 
that the lands situated in close proximity to village sites and lands 
enjoying superior advantages of fertility, which have bean under culti- 
vation from time immemorial, would constitute jamai lands held on the 
same tenure as ordinary raiyati land elsewhere, and that the utbandi 
land would consist of the outlying poorer lands, which require periodical 
fallowing for renovation. In fact, however, it is reported that there is 
generally no difference between the quality of jamai and utbandi lund, 
and that even village sites are sometimes held on the utbandi system. It 
might also be supposed that the utbandi lands being e&hypothe»i of 
inferior quailty, the rent paid for them would be less than that paid for 
jamai land, but, in fact, the rent rates paid for Utbandi are double those 
paid for jamai land.” Of course utbandi lands are generally very poor 
class of land and if the utbandi lands are going to be settled, I think, 
there would be nothing left out of the utbandi tenure. So I oppose the 
amendment of the Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

The Hon’We the MAHARAJADMIRAJA BAHADUR tf 
BU ROWAN] A great deal of energy has been wasted upon this discus* 
sion. Originally this was put in really for the benefit of the landlords 
and the principle that the Seleot Committee accepted was that an appli- 
cation should be in respect of all lands. Therefore the words “ in whole 
or in part ” in the opinion of Government should go out, hut not the 
words “ in respect of such lands/ 1 and I am therefore willing to accept 
the amendment so far as the omission of the words “ in whole or in part * $ 
is concerned. ' * 1 

The motion, as amended, was then put and agreed to. 
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The MBR 9 Mi till MAH ARAdADH I RAM BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: In view of the acceptance of the last amendment, I ask 
permission to move a more or less formal amendment in order to correct 
any mistakes that might be made in an application under this Sub-seotioh. 
We are advised that this amendment is necessary. I aoeordingly beg to 
move the following amendment : — 


“ That in clause 2, after the proposed section 180 A (13), the following 
be inserted, namely : — 


1 (13 a) An application made under sub-section (1) may be amended 
if it appears at any time to the officer prior to the issue of the 
order under sub-section (6) or sub-section (7) or to the Appel* 
late or revisional Court that it does not comply with the pro- 
vision of sub-section (2), but that it can be brought into con- 
formity with that sub-section. Such amendment may be 
made either on the initiative of the parties or either of them 
or of the officer or Court, but it shall not be* made unless prior 
notice thereof is given to the parties, and, if such amendment 
is made, it shall be made only on such terms or conditions 
as to such officer or Court shall appear to be ju&t.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Men’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BUBDWAN: I move that in clause 2 in the proviso to the proposed section 
180A (tf), line 5, for the word “ received ” the word “ receives " be 
substituted. 

This is only a verbal amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion was not put, as it was covered by the foregoing 
deomon of the Council : — 


Kumar BHIB BHEKHARE8WAR RAY to move that in clause 2, 

for. the. proposed section 180A(7) the following be substituted, namely:-^ 

il (7) If the application is not rejected, the officer shall then deter- 
mine the sum to be paid as a uniform annual money rent and 
also a premium to be paid to the landlord, and he shall order 
that the raiyat shall, in lieu of paying the rent for the land 
as utbandi land, pay the sum so determined and the premium, 
if any.” 

Mr* C. MoALPIN: Will not the next motion fail, Sir; having 
regard to the wording of sub-section (6) ? 

Mr, PRESIDENT? No, I think not ; “ rejected ” here must mean 
** wholly rejected ” not “ partly rejected/’ The word 44 wholly ” is super- 
fiuous, and can be struck out if the Council so desires. 
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The following motion standing in the name of 
Sbekhareswar Ray was then put, and agreed to : — 

u That in clause 2, proposed section J80A(7), line 
* wholly ' be omitted.” 


fl5TH Alio. 
# 

Kumar Shib 
1, the word 


The following motion was not put as it was covered by the fore- 
going decision of the Council : — 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: “That in clause 
2, in the proposed section 180A(7), line 1, the words ‘If the application 
is not wholly rejected ' be omitted.” 


Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI : I move that in clause 2, proposed section 
180A(7) — 

(i) in lines 3 to 6, the words “ and also in the case of lands in which 
the raiyat has not acquired occupancy rights, a premium to 
be paid to the landlords ” and 

(u) in lines 9 and 10, the words “ and the premium, if any ” be 
omitted. 


In moving this amendment I should like to point out how the utbandi 
system has ruined the poor tenants and how the zamindars have all along 
been taking advantage of the system. I have also said in my note of 
dissent that the tenants of the utbandi lands are invariably on the land 
for generations whether the land be under regular cultivation or 
occasionally lying fallow and that there was no doubt that the tenants 
of utbandi lands would have got the occupancy right long before but 
for the section 180 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Under the cover of 
this section the zamindars are all along taking special advantage over 
the poor tenants. They have been realising not only double or treble 
of the rent which is due for the jamai or the better class of lands, but 
also realise from the tenants different kinds of abirabs . They have 
paid enough or rather more than enough of what was really due for 
much inferior class of land ; and they are debarred from acquiring the 
occupancy right on the land on the simple plea of section 180. In 
these hard days, it will be much harder for them if anything is imposed 
on them in the way of premium or salami even a pie above the reason- 
able and equitable rent. It is admitted on all hands that the utbandi 
lands are far too inferior to that of the jamai land. Is it then at all 
fair to saddle the poor tenants with unnecessary premium when after, 
generations of subjection and possession of the same land they are 
going to get their rights which are long overdue? In my opinion the 
imposition of any kind of salami means giving them a so-called right 
with one hand and taking it back with the other; as there is hardly 
one per cent, of the tenants who are able or in a position to pay any- 
thing in the way of salami to the samindars. I can multiply with 
hundreds of quotations from the reports of responsible officials of the 
Government to prove the fact that the tenants are on the same land for 
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generations and the lands are far too inferior to that of the settled or 
jamm lands and the rents of the utbandi lands are also much higher 
than those of the jamai lands, but I refrain from doing so as that would 
mean so much waste of your valuable time. And it is a well-known fact 
that the, right which we are going to give to these poor and subjected 
tenants are overdue not for a year or two, not even for a half a century 
but it is rather due over a century. I shall simply ask this Council to 
support my amendment not only wholeheartedly but with definite sign 
of showing the sincere feeling and sympathy for ameliorating the condi- 
tion of the poor and much oppressed tenants of Nadia and thereby pave 
the way to creating good feeling and harmony between the zamindar and 
the raiyats in that part of the country. With these few words I move 
the amendment for your kind acceptence. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support 
the amendment moved by Mr. Syed Erfan Ali. There seems to be an 
impression in some minds that the utbandi tenants, when they are going 
to get occupancy rights, are going to get something which is very valuable 
and for which they should pay some premium. But as a matter of fact 
it is neither an unmixed good nor an unmixed evil. Under the present 
Bill the right of application has been given -both to the tenant and the 
landlord. Therefore, in some cases the landlord may find it convenient 
to get uniform rent ; as under this system the landlord may apply for 
settlement of rent for lands for which he does not get rent. Under the 
present law ordinarily the right of occupancy is giving to a tenant by the 
afflux of time, i.e., when a tenant in a particular village goes on occupy- 
ing land for 12 years he is considered to have acquired the status of a 
settled raivat in the village and he is not liable to pay any premium or 
anything else. Under the present system no new land is going to be given 
to the tenant, but simply uniform rent is going to be fixed on all lands 
whether cultivated or not. Thus in most cases it is going to be benefi- 
cial to the landlords. Under this system the landlords will also be saved 
the trouble and expense of measuring the lands every year. As they will 
thus be greatly benefited there is no justification for giving a premium 
to the landlord. 

Kumar SH»B 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: It is said that love makes 
one blind. No one can dispute the fact that the milk of human love is 
at the present moment overflowing in the breast of our esteemed friend 
Mr. Syed Erf an Ali. It is therefore no wonder if we now find him grop- 
ing in the dark stumbling over all sorts of inconceivable things, such an 
abirab*, extortion, and all that. He has our sympathy and let me try 
to enlighten him. He has referred to his note of dissent in which he has 
made long extracts taken at random from official records. But do they 
help him in the least to sustain his preposterous claim ? At most they 
only prove that at some time or other the same lands have been held by 
ih* same tenant and his ancestors. This surely does* not prove that the 



torn. 


m 


[ 16 ra 


landlord lias not the right to terminate the lease on its expiry. Do not 
the same conditions apply to the system of bhagchatf Are there no 
authorittative pronouncements emanating from the same quarter on 
which so much stress has been laid by the mover, to the eSeot that the 
same lands are cultivated by the same tenants for generations together 
on the system of bhagchas ? Why is it then that our learned friend of the 
taiyats, the very Mr. Syed Erfan Ali, raised a howl over the contem- 
plated abolition 1 of bhagchas system and took the credit for prevailing 
upon the Government to drop the proposal? What is sauce for the goose 
is sauce for the gander. What Wi as the most reasonable argument with the 
raiyat-bandhu in the days of the landlords of the bhagdars should surely 
he the most reasonable argument in the case of the l&ndlortls of the 
utbandi raiyats unless reason is a volatile commodity in my friend's 
constitution. 

The very fact that the present Tenancy Act has a distinct section 
embodied in the Act, section 180, which clearly lays down the incidents 
of vtbandi holding is sufficient to indicate that there exists a special 
system of land settlement, namely, the vtbandi system. Sir, let me read 
out the section to the House : — 

Notwithstanding anything contained i« this Aot a raiyat, who in any part of the 
country, where the custom of utbandi prevails, holds lauds ordinarily let under that 
custom and for the time being let under that custom (1) shall not acquire a right of 
oooupanoy until he has held the land in question for twelve continuous years, and (2) 
until he acquires a right of occupancy, he shall be liable to pay such rent for his holding 
•a may be agreed on between him and his landlord. 

This section was embodied in the Act in full view of the opinion expressed 
by the then Lieutenant-Governor which my friend has taken the trouble 
to place before the House hoping as if the present Council would be con- 
vinced by an argument which found no favour with one of its predeces- 
sors. If further proof be needed of the antiquity of the special system 
of vtbandi , permit me to read to the House the opinion expressed by 
Mr. Montresor, the Special Commissioner, appointed in 1861 to examine 
the system. He describes it as follows: — 

The utbandi tenure apparently has its orgin in this district and is peculiar to Nadia. 
There is in almost every village a certain quantity of land not included in the rental o t 
the raiyat and which, therefore, belongs to the reoognised proprietor of the estate. 

/Then, Sir, let me refer to the judgment of Sir Comer Petheralh in the 
course of which the vtbandi is explained by him as follows : — 

Now it is necessary to inquire what this utbandi system really is, for there seems to 

have been some difference of opinion regarding it , utbandi is applied to 

the land held for a year, or rather for a season only. The general custom is for the 
husbandman to got verbal permission to cultivate a certain amount of land in a parti- 
outer place at a rate agreed upon when the crop is on the gtound. The land is measured 
and the rent is assessed on it. Ur. Cotton says too that tbs utbandi raiyat abandons 
altogethsr (L a.) has no right to claim again any land, except such as he has under oed- 
tivation in any given year. The c a m i nd a r may let in Jama to someone any fend which " 
dha utbandi raiyat has not got under cultivation in any year. .... The ottfeividolp 
aoquirs no right of occupancy, nor do they desire to do so. 
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the important pronouncement of another Jieutepapt-Gover* 
Bengal— Sir John Woodburn who wys^ 


Thi wjwtma t ihotagfe theoretically wound, i« pmetieeily wbjft^wb^l It tiff 
put antiquity, it hat it* champion* ; and no one contend* t bat tb# need for change in 
acute. 


Last of aU comet the admission of the present Government of Bengal. 
Mr. McAlpin on behalf of the Governor in Council Writes thus to tho 
British Indian Association 

If the landlords end tenants would compromise on the question, the tenant should 
receive a legal permanency in return for which he should render the landlord whatever 
monetary advantage in the shape of salami may be equitable. 

I would like to know what would Mr. Syed Erfan Ali or men of hi* 
way of thinking would say in the face of these pronouncements. There 
is not the least doubt that the vtbandi lands are the proprietor’s private 
lands and he can Settle it in any way he likes. It certainly does not take 
away his* right of absolute proprietorship if he has chosen to settle the 
same land with the same tenants for years together. 

But, Sir, we do not want to sit tight on our rights. We are fully 
alive to the public feeling in the matter. And that is why we agreed to 
the broad principles of the Bill when we permitted it to be referred to the 
Select Committee without a single note of dissent. And one of those 
principles was that we should be given adequate compensation in the 
shape of salamies or premium. It is now too late in the day for 
Mr. Syed Erfan Ali to say that they would not accept one of the basic 
principles of the Bill on which the whole compromise was brought about 
by the Bengal Tenancy Committee, and adopted by the Government 
when it decided to bring forward an official measure on the subject. 
There is now only one of the two alternatives left to him. He is either 
to accept the principle or see the whole thing shelved. The Government 
surely cannot go back on its assurance now. Sir, I am opposed to the 
amendment moved by Mr. Syed Erfan Ali. 


fttla RESHEE CASE LAW: This amendment aims at the abolition 
of the premium proposed to be paid to the landlord. It is very unjust 
that the landlords should be deprived of their premium which they in 
justice and equity can claim for parting with a valuable right of owner* 
ship they possess in the land fts zamindars, It is an one-sided amendment. 
The Legislature must look to the benefit of both the landlords and the 
r&iyats. It is moreover very difficult to understand upon what principle 
a right of occupancy in a land in which the right of occupancy has not 
actually accrued is going to be given in this indirect manner : this will 
be an abuse of legislative power. If the right is to be given in thia 
indirect manner, the premium must accordingly be proper and adequate. 
1 therefore oppose the amendment. 
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The following amendment was, by leave of the, Council, withdrawn: 
RaJ MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs I wish to with- 
draw my motion that in clause 2, in the proposed section 18GA (9), for 
the words “ three times ” in the two places where they occur, the 
word “ twice ” be substituted. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadurs I move that in 

4 clause 2, in the proposed sub-section 180 A {9), for the word “ three ” 
in the two places where it occurs, the word “ five ” be substituted. , 

The amendment which stands against my name, when looked into 
carefully, is a very simple one being that of adjustment only, the princi- 
ple involved having been accepted as quite correct on all hands at the 
second reading of the Bill. It is admitted that the landlord has an equit- 
able right to claim compensation for the parting with a right in favour 
of the raiyat which the latter did not, and could not, possess. The ques- 
tion is how much can the laudlord justly claim and what is fair for the 
tenant to pay. The compensation in the shape of salami has been men- 
tioned in the Bill as a sum being three times the assessed rental. I beg 
to submit that it is inadequate and should be at least five times. Some 
of the Judicial Officers have very carefully considered the matter and 
the advantages or otherwise of the landlord and have justly recommend- 
ed a higher salami than that proposed in the Bill. My proposal of the 
salami being five times such rental is not an extortionate one. tW 
utbandi raiyat, as a matter of fact, does pay this much, or more, in 
two or three settlements without acquiring any right whatsoever. Nor 
is there any unduly hard incidence of payment if he is now required 
to pay what he is actually paying since payment by instalments has 
been provided for. In making settlement of their klias land the land- 
lords get competitive rent and salami which is usually from 10 to 15 
times the rent. Utbandi lands are nothing but the landlojds* kkas 
lands, A reference to the “ Bengal District Gazetteer ” (Nadia — 
pp. 112-113) will clearly prove this. The Kumar has already drawn 
the attention of the House to this. The earliest authoritative account 
which we get, as quoted therein, is that of 1861, when the special 
Commissioner. Mr. Montresor, described the system as follows. — 

The tUbnndi tenure apparently baa its origin in this district and is peculiar to Nadia. 
There is, in almost every village, a certain quantity of land not included in the rental of 
the raiyat, and which, therefore, belongs directly to the recognised proprietor of the 
estate. This fund of unappropriated land has accumulated from deserted holdings of 
absconded tenants, from lands gained by alluvion, from jungle lands recently brought ^ 
into cultivation by persons who bold no leases, and from lands termed Kkatkhama r, 
signifying land retained by the proprietor for his household.*' 

When the present Bengal Tenancy Act was under consideration by the 
Select Committee a memorandum by the late Sir Henry Cotton, then a 
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, was submitted by the Government of 
Bengal for the information of the Select Committee. Sir Henry hex# 
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!' u P° n vilandi system and transcribes the passage descri bing 

» »• the Statistical Account of Bengal. The following is found 
therein:-?- < 

Vtbandi l« applied to land held for a year or rather for a season only. The general 
ouftom If for the husbandman to get verbal permission to cultivate a certain amount of 
land in a particular place at a rate agreed upon when the crop is on the ground. The 
land is measured and the rent is assessed on it. . 

Sir Henry says too that the vtbandi raiyat abandons altogether (i.e., has 
no right to claim again) any land except such as he has under cultivation 
in any given year. The zamindar may let in jama to some one any 
land which the vtbandi raiyat has not got under cultivation in any year. 
Under the vtbandi system the tenant is merely a temporary 
tenant-at-will having no lien ou the land. But under the proposed Bill 
he will be a full-fledged tenant as contemplated by the Bengal Tenancy 
Act and on top of that he will acquire accelerated right of occupancy. 
These are undoubtedly distinct advantages to the tenant. On the land- 
lords’ side he hardly gets any real benefit. However, the landlords as a 
body are agreeable to part with their existing legitmate rights, bu< what 
they demand in return is a fair and adequate compensation. As a matter 
of fact, the landlords do get a premium o? about twice the rent for even 
a temporary vtbandi tenancy for a term of 3 to 5 years. This income 
is a recurring one whenever new settlement is made. But under the 
Bill this premium wil# have to be paid once for all and that too by 
spreading it over three years. Calculating the present worth, it comes 
to less than 2} times the rent and my amendment for five times the 
rent really comes to less than four and a half. With a view to make 
the Bill a successful piece of legislation and beneficial to the tenants 
it ought to be our aim to' secure the co-operation and contentment of 
bofh the landlord and the tenant. The Bill is admittedly a pro-tenant * 
legislation. The advantages weighed in the balance are mostly in 
favour of the tenants. He has nothing to lose but everything to gain- 
whereas the landlord is made to part with his valuable ‘rights. I may 
be permitted to mention that the Bengal Tenancy Act Amendment 
Committee have recommended six times the rent as premium for mere 
recognition of the transfer of an occupancy holding. It would be 
hardly equitable that a person who never was a regular tenant far 
less enjoyed occupancy right at all should acquire such rights striijrht 
away on payment of only three times the rent, 

I would only mention an analogy, if I may, bearing on the commer- 
cial aspect of the question. Assuming that the authorities in their laud- 
able endeavour to befriend the consumers of commodities required the 
manufacturers or merchants to sell their goods at an average n, ice 
based on, say, six years’ pre-war prices, I am sure the Chambers of Com- 

™“ d the bW >w down - And the fact should not be lost 

sight of that the premium m their case is merged in the profit which is 




Btbu AMULYA DHONE ADDYl It is proposed under the fiiU to 
rrftnt concessions to raiyats who have been paying rents ip kind, Under 
his -Bill, the tenant, if he likes, can have the rent in kind converted Luto 
noney-rent which would be less than the market value of the rent in 
rind. Under this Bill he will also get the occupancy right. Therefore, 
t appears that a material concession is going to be given to th° raiyats, 
The amount of premium has been fixed at three times the annual rent* 
tt is quite insufficient. As will appear from the note of dissent of thft 
daharaja of Nadia that generally the landlords get ten times the rent 
i$ premium. But in this Bill you are making the premium only three 
limes the rent. I however suggest that if instead of three times or, ten 
imes, we make the premium as five times, the rent it will be fair both to 
he landlords and the tenants. Sir, it appears from the collection of 
pinions that the Rajas of Naldanga and Nashipur are in favour of fix- 
ing the premium at five times the rent. It may be said that thty are in- 
•rested parties. But I find that the Deputy Collector of Malda and the 
Jollector of Bogra are also of this opinion. Itwlso appears that the 
Jistrict Judges of Pabna and Nadia and the Munsiff of Kushtea have 
expressed themselves in favour of five times the rent as premium. My 
wtoemed friend Mr. Syed Erfan Ali expressed the opinion that no 
premium should be charged. But I find that even the Raiyats’ Associ* 
ition of Bellapukur do not make a suggestion of this kind. They have 
lUggested that the premium may be equal to one year's rent. Sft it 
appears that Mr. Syed Erfan Ali is more anxious than the raiyats them- 
selves in this matter. 

Mr. PREEIDENTi But where is Bellapukur ? Is it anywhere near 
Calcutta? 

IllNi AMULYA DHONE ADDYl It must be in one of the district* 
affected. Their views are printed in the collection of opinions. How- 
ever, I beg to submit that, while we are giving concessions to the raiyats* 
we should see that the rate of premium is fixed in such a way that .it 
would be fair both to the landlords and the tenants. J 

Raja RStHCE CASE UAWt I tog to support this motion w%Je)bl' 
■Jso (tends in my name. 

In sub-elatf&e of elans® 2 , the amount of premium, say three 
*bt, is quite inadequate. Raiyats who ban not acquired right of ooMip-i 
Mpif will have their uniform annual »#»* settled at once and uoU Jbmt 
tree from «riet»<». Though » y«*» ? rant is paid by a myat whoa h* 
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acquires right of occupancy after 12 years’ possession of a raiyati hold- 
ing, yet considering the fact that the raiyat is an utbandhi raiyaT under 
the landlord for some time, at least 5 years’ rent ought to be the premium 
which is not at all high nor an unjust estimate of what he has to pay in 
order to acquire a right of occupancy. Generally 10 years’ rent is con- 
sidered fair w'hen a raiyat is given a higher status, and the ordinary non- 
occupancy raivnts are liable to pay any fair enhancement demanded by 
the landlord and are liable to be ejected on refusal to pay it. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: My friends here seem to think 
that I am rather out of place in having a similar motion in my name as I 
am not a big zamindar like the Maharaja of Nadia nor a tenant like my 
friend Mr. Syed Erfan Ali. But, Sir, that is all the more reason why 
I should be here. I think I am a person who can take a detached view of 
the case. Sir, I am not a landlord ami never hope to be one on this side 
of the grave and I have no wish to be a tenant. I considered my posi- 
tion af the request of friends and I was convinced of the fairness of the 
claims of the landlord, and therefore, I sent in my present motion. Sir, 
after considering the matter and after hearing my friends, particularly 
the Kumar Sahib, I still think that in gran mg a concession to the niivat 
you are not doing justice to the landlord. Landlords niightfbe a bad set 
of people, but that is no reason why you should not do justice to them. 
The question is what these uthandi people are going to get. It is admit- 
ted that they are going to get a valuable right and they are going to get 
it under a very peculiar procedure, but there is no reason why they 
should not pay. We should be just to nil — l#e they landlords or be they 
tenants. What reason is there that the landlords should not get an 
adequate payment? They are the persons who are certainly losing 
something and the gain is all on the side of the tenants. It has been 
said by an bon’ble friend that the zamindars are not going to lose any- 
thing. If that is so, then why are you sj aniims to gel it out of them? 
It is certain that somebody is going to lose and somebody is going to be 
a gainer. Let the whole thing be done in a just, honest and fair way. It 
is not fair to take valuable rights from zamindars without making an 
adequate payment for the same. I find also that in this matter some of 
the mufassal Judges are with the landlords. They think that three times 
the rent is not sufficient as premium. I submit, that the opinions of these 
officers are entitled to great weight. They are impartial persons and 
they have been dealing with these cases all along. Nobody is more com- 
petent to pass opinions on a matter like this than these gentlemen. 

There is another point. It has been proposed — and it is a good idea 
although my Hon’ble friend Mr. Mitter is opposed to it — that the pre- 
mium may be paid in instalments. If that is going to be done, then it is 
all the more reason why you should pay more. You are going to pay hy 
instalments. That means more trouble to landlords; atd that is why 
you should pay more. 
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May I also throw out a suggestion to the Hon’ble Member in ^harge 
in this connection? I understand from some of my non-official friends 
that conditions vary in different districts so far as this matter is con- 
earned. I do not know whether the Hon’ble Member in charge will not 
be in a position to consider whether it would not be better to have the 
words “ an amount not exceeding five years’ rent” in place of the three 
years’ rent. That would make it possible to determine the amount to be 
paid in different districts according to their respective conditions. It 
is only a suggestion. And apart from that I beg to support the motion 
whole-heartedly. 


Kumflr 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In view of what the pre- 
vious speakers have said, I have very little to say, but I would point 
out that under the present Bengal Tenancy Act, even when an occupency 
holding is transferred, the transferee ceases to have any right of occu- 
pancy in tho land. If he chooses to secure that right, Ee has 
to pay a heavy premium to the landlord. The Bengal Tenancy 
Committee recently appointed by Government in recommending 
the recognition of the transfer of the occupancy holding has 
proposed a premium of six times the rent of the transferred’ 
land to be paid to the landlord. In view of this recommenda- 
tion of the Committee, it is hardly fair»that a person who never enjoyed 
the right of occupancy in respect of vtbandi lands idtould be permitted 
to acquire that right on payment of a premium of only three times the 
rent, the present worth of which, as the Maharaja of Nadia has already 
pointed out, is only about 2J times because the premium has to be paid 
in three annual instalments. I should therefore appeal to the House to 
be fair to the landlords. If the Council really want to confer a boon on 
the uthandi tenants and encourage the abolition of the vtbandi system of 
tenancy, it should be careful to secure the good-will, co-operation and 
sympathy of the landlords. If the landlords are dissatisfied and feel 
aggrieved no amount of legislation would be aMe to piotect 
those who most need protection. It might protect a few well- 
to-do tenants but not the average tenants. I make bold to say that an 
unjust piece of legislation would only goad the landlords to have 
recourse to unfair means. Human nature will never submit meekly, 
especially when the aggrieved party is rich and well-to-do, to arbitrary 
infliction of injury. The premium ought to be such as would iqake it 
worth their while to accept it instead of resorting to underhand and 
obstructive means. Well, Sir, I thought that my amendment would be ^ 
more in keeping with the principle and policy adopted by the .Bengal 
Tenancy Committee but the Maharaja of Nadia, as a sort of compromise, 
has made it five times only. As he is most directly connected with the 
district of Nadia, I do not think I should go against his amendment and 
press mine. If you would permit me, I would withdraw mine. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You have kept your secret very well until the end. 
(Laughter.) 

The following amendment was then by leave of the Council with- 
drawn : — 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS " That in clause 2, proposed 
section 180A (.9), for the word * three ’ in the two places where it occurs 
the word ‘ six ’ In* substituted.” 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I wish to intervene 
in the debate. I put a motion that the premium ought to be twice the 
rent, but I withdrew' it and for good reasons. Although this motion was 
sent in, T thought it desirable to stick to the view which the Select Com- 
mittee has supplied us. Now* on the side of the landlords it is contended 
that the premium should be five or six times which I consider very 
unreasonable. It is said that there is a happy relationship between the 
landlord and the tenant, and, if so, the landlord ought to consider what 
reasonable amount the rai vat is in a position to pay. Do not be hard nu 
the raiyat. Therefore, in that view, if the motion for increasing the pre- 
mium by five or six times he allowed, the next question will be— are the* 
raiyats in a position to pay that amount or not? I do not raise academic 
questions before the Council as to the relationship between the landlord 
and the tenant. If we go back to the early history of how the legislation 
of Act X of 1859 waH drafted by the Indian legislature, it will appear that 
great regard had been shown to the interest of the raiyats, or else we would 
not have got that Rent Act of 1859. The same principle was enun- 
ciated when the Act of 18G9 was taken into consideration by the Legis- 
lature. It is now too late to discuss all these questions. If we go back 
to historic times when Regulation VIII of 1798 was enacted, we find 
that the first principle that was adopted by the Legislature of the day 
was that the interest of the raiyat was taken into consideration. Now, 
leaving all these questions aside, we ought to come forward with a reason- 
able proposition, namely, how far the raiyat has the ability to contribute, 
and my submission is that I am ready to accept three times the rent which 
is the considered opinion of the Select Committee — and I find a happy 
combination of the members of the Select Committee, on which both the 
raiyats and landlords were represented. I am not going to adopt the 
view expressed by Mr. Syed Erfan Ali that no premium is to be paid. 
If fc do that then certainly we will do injustice to the landlords. Con- 
sidering all these circumstances, I am in a position to assert with a degree 
of confidence that three times the rent should be viewed as the legitimate 
premium, and if the landlords want more there will be hardship on the 
raiyats. Then the whole question of the advisability and desirability of 
.having an Utbandi Amendment Act will not come to a success. A mere 
grafting, Your Honour, an Act 

Hr. PRESIDENT: You are not in Court, Rai Bahadur. 


10a 
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Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Having breathed 

the air of the Court for so many years, I am afraid that sometimes words 
which are not consistent with the language or dignity of the Council 
slip from my tongue. I submit, Sir, that in a matter like this mere 
putting the Act into motion by the Council is not sufficient. You will 
have practically to cany out the very clauses which have been enunciated 
here and you will find difficulty when they would be put into effect. 
Hence it is reasonable and proper that the premium of three times the 
rent should be accepted. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur! There is a dangerous tendency to 
repetition manifesting itself. I must ask you to help me in developing 
a new line of argument. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: When I came here 
this morning, I was prepared to support the amendment that five times 
the rent should bo the premium. Since then, I had half an hour’s quiet 
time to think over it and I see now that there is absolutely no reason or 
justice in the demand of the landlords that there should be any premium 
paid. Sir, the section as it is, runs thus: — 

In making the determination of the sum to be paid as rent, the officer shall calcu- 
late the average of the amount that was actually paid or payable as rent for the land 
during the previous six years and shall ordinarily declare the same as the sum to be 
paid as rent. 

What more can the landlord demand? What right has he after this 
to demand a premium? Under section 40 of the Tenancy Act when rent 
is commuted from produce rent to money rent, no premium has to he 
paid. I am myself a landlord and I am not a socialist, but justice should 
be done. We ought not to make Bengal another Ireland. We must do 
justice, justice first, justice second, and justice last. If you get the pro- 
per rent on commutation, what right have you to get a premium in this 
case when you do not get a premium under section 40 when produce rent 
is commuted to money rent? It is the same thing here and it is nothing 
more than a commutation of produce or money rent to a fair rent. And 
what is the fair rent ? The average rent which has been paid for the last 
' six years is the fair rent according to the proposed law. It really takes my 
breath away to hear that the landlord should in justice get three or even 
five times the existing rent. What right has the landlord to get this pre- 
mium? I am fully conscious of the fact that this Council is landlord- 
ridden, but I demand that everyone of the landlords here should be just. 
You must be equitable and just. Self-interest makes us blind, but blind- 
ness leads to ruin. You must remember that the day is coming when the 
tenants of this country will predominate this Council. Now they do not 
know their rights but they will know their rights some day. 
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flfoja RE8HEE CASE LAW: You and I will not be here then! 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: Yes, you and I 
may not be here, but then we must look to the day when the landlords 
shall have to ask justice from them. Now we are to see that we do 
justice to them. Therefore, Sir, I submit that the landlords have no 
right whatsoever to demand any premium. 

Mr. 8YED NASIM ALI : I rise to support the amendment of 
Mri Syed Erfan Ali and to oppose the amendments which intend to 
increase the premium from 3 to 5 times the rent. It has been argued 
that the new Act would give the raiyats an advantage which they did 
not possess, and therefore, it is absolutely necessary that in view of such 
advantage some sort of compensation should be paid to the landlord ; but 
if we look to the sections we find that the landlord would not in any way 
suffer for this simple reason that in determining the rent the officer 
would calculate the average of the rent that was actually paid or pay- 
able as rent for the land during the previous six years and shall ordinarily 
declare the same as the sum to be paid as rent. Further, the officer will 
also take into consideration the average rates for lands of a similar 
description and with similar advantages in the vicinity held under the 
utbandi system. If that is so, would the landlord in any way sufferP 
On the other hand it is evident that the rent which will be fixed by the 
officer would not be in any way less than the rent which he would have 
got if the present Act continued in force. In fact this Act does not 
give any additional advantage to the raiyat so far as money 
is concerned and therefore Mr. Syed Erfan Ali has simply 
referred to that case in which the raiyat does not acquire 
the occupancy right. If the raiyat 'would have acquired the 
occupancy right, then certainly he gains an advantage, but if the raiyat 
does not get any occupancy light, if he is where he was before this Act 
and if he also does not derive any benefit so far as the amount of rent 
is concerned, then where is the advantage to the raiyat P That is a thing 
which I fail to understand. The landlord, on the other hand, gets n 
fixity of rent. In fact under the present system the land remains fallow 
for seme years after it has been cultivated for five or six years in order 
that it may gain strength, from which the name utbandi is derived, but 
under the present system there will be one uniform rent which will lie 
payable to the landlord but that rent would not be in any way less than 
the rent which is now being paid by tbe utbandi raiyat. Therefore, he 
does not get any higher status. He does not get any relief or any advan- 
tage so far as the amount of rent is concerned. Therefore, there is no 
loss which the landlord suffers and consequently the question of com- 
pensation cannot arise. 

Then, as regards the demand of the Maharaja of Nadia, viz., to 
increase it from 3 to 5 times the rent, my submission is this. It may not 
be the decision of this Council that what we want to give by the right 
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hand we may not take away by the left hand. Here* both the landlord 
and the tenant have got the right to make that application. If you 
increase the premium from three to five times, it would be almost 
impossible for the raiyats to take advantage of this. So,, what you prac- 
tically want to give them by the right hand, you want to take away by 
the left hand. You make it absolutely impossible for the raiyat. Their 
present financial condition is such that they are so very poor that it 
would be almost impossible for them to take advantage of this legislation 
if the premium be increased from three to five times the rent. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): I had no 

mind to intervene in this debate at this hour of the day, but I think that 
my friends, llai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur and Mr. Syed Nasim 
Ali, have spoken on a subject about which, I think, they are not fully 
familiar. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I know much better 
than you. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: That is a well-known and notorious 
fact. My friend has said, what right has the landlord to ask for a pre- 
mium? To that my answer is that here the tenant remains uncertain as 
regards his position; he does not know what rent he will have to pay at 
the end of the year — rather in the month of January or February to the 
landlord. ITe has to dejiend entirely upon the sweet will of the amla 
of his landlord. That is the case everywhere where the system of utlmndi 
prevails and in order to avoid the irritating scrutiny of the landlord 
and also to have a fixity of rent, this Bill has been introduced. 
Mr. Syed Nasim Ali says that the landlord gets fixity of rent. Yes, the 
landlords gets a fixity of rent, but there is also on the other side fixity 
of rent payable by the tenant. He knows that he will have to pay 
annually this amount and not a pice more. What is the effect of this 
Bill? The effect is that a tenant who can be evicted at any moment 
now becomes what is known in England and in Europe as a peasant-pro- 
prietor. Ydu give him a right from which you cannot evict. That 
being the case, I really cannot understand how these advocates of 
tenants could say that the landlord is not entitled to have five times the 
rent but only three times. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I oppose all these amendments which relate to the amount 
of premium which should be paid for the conversion of utbandi rente in 
the case of raiyats who have not acquired the rights of occupancy into 
uniform annual rents. Those who have spoken on behalf of the raiyats 
or at least those who are supposed to represent the raiyats want that 
no premium should he paid. The landlord element on the other band 
ask that a premium should not only he paid but it should he increased to 
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five times the rent. T^am opposed to all these suggestions because they 
strike at the principle of compromise underlying the Bill on which the 
whole Bill is based. We have neither adopted the extreme point of 
view that the raiyats should get something for nothing, nor the other 
extreme that the landlords should get as much as they demand. We 
have struck a mean between the opinions received on what the premium 
is to be and the golden mean that we have arrived at is the figure 3. 

Well, Sir, the meaning of our compromise goes far deeper than a mere 
average. I would take the tenants’ point of view first and then the land- 
lords’ point of view. The tenants, or at least those who have spoken on 
behalf of tenants to-day, contend that they ought to pay no salami because 
they had been kept out of their occupancy rights by the technicalities of 
section 180. Grunted, for the sake of argument, that that is so, section 
180 lias been the law of the land for 38 years and is still the law of the 
land. .In this case, the tenants have no occupancy rights. The Bill pro- 
poses to give it to them, not as Mr. Syed Nasim Ali says that it does not 
give it to them, and primd facie they must pay something for their new 
legal privileges. 

Take now the landlords’ point of view. That is, that the tenants who 
have no occupancy rights have no rights in their vtbandi lands and, 
therefore, the)' are entitled to a large salami; something the same as ]f 
the tenants were purchasing a raiyati holding. But is it correct that the 
tenants have no rights or no connection with the land which must be 
recognised? The Settlement Officer of Nadia has written a long, interest- 
ing and valuable report on the subject which will be found in the White 
Book which was distributed to members. On page G2 of that book, the 
Settlement Officer divides vtbandi into four classes: — 

( 7 ) areas where in a few cases the plots held by the tenant are 
changed annually by the landlord ; 
areas where there is an abatement of rent for fallow land and a 
system of measurement to ascertain the land under cultiva- 
tion; tenants return after the period of fallowing to the same 
plots they cultivated before ; they never pay salami or obtain 
specific permission to cultivate the land and no instance is 
known of a tenant surrendering one plot and of its being let 
out to another; 

(ut) areas where the soil requires frequent rest and there is compe- 
tition for tenants rather than for lands; the tenant again 
takes no specific permission to return to his own land after 
fallowing and pays no salami to do so; and 

(iv) areas where there is a part surrender and deliberate shifting of 
a tenant from one plot to another as increased competition for 
land or the policy of the landlord dictates. 

Npw one fact emerges from the above, and that is that the tenant gets 
titbandi lands to cultivate, very often the same land as he cultivated 
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before, but sometimes different land. He is not a new comer; he is not 
a purchaser. It is not at all a case of conferring an occupancy right on 
a person who has no connection with the land at all. In many cases he 
goes back to the land, in other cases, he gets shifted to others. We 
are dealing with only settled raiyats or persons who would, hut for section 
180, be settled raiyats. Such being the case, it is impossible to fix a high 
salami and if we were to do so, the tenant will prefer to retain his present 
intangible rights of getting some land to cultivate than of acquiring 
occupancy rights as a result of the operation of this Bill. There is yet 
another point and that is the benefit obtained by the landlord from the 
proceedings. He will obtain the advantage of a settled rent-roll and be 
relieved of the necessity of employing vtbamli amins who are reported 
to cheat the landlord by underestimating the land under cultivation. It 
is thus perfectly clear that both parties will obtain advantages from this 
conversion of rents and that it is not by any means a case of the landlord 
giving right to an entire outsider. In these circumstances, the only 
possible solution of what the problem should be is a mean between the 
views of the tenants and flie landlords. I say that that mean is three 
times the rent as w r e have put in the Bill. 

Before you put these amendments to the vote of the Council, I should 
like to sound a note of warning. To those who think like Mr. Syed Erfan 
v Ali that there should be no salami and to those like the Maharaja of Nadia 
who want to raise the premium from d to 5 times the rent, I should like 
to say that if they carry their point, I shall not be able to move the second 
motion that the Bill be passed. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: “ That in clause 
2, in the proposed section 180A (.9), for the words ‘ three times ' in the two 
places where they occur, the word 4 twice ’ be substituted.” 

The motion of Mr. Syed Erfan Ali was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Roy Bahadur was then 
put, and a division taken w’ith the following result : 


AYE8. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Mill, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamod. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tanka nath. 

Ohaudhurl, Rai Harendranatti. 
taw, Raja Reehee Casa. 


MaUlk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray. Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar thlb Shakharttwar. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlth Chandra 
Ray, Rai Bahadur Laltt Mahan Singh. 


NOE8. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Waslmuddtn. 
Ahmad, Mauhrl Rat Uddln. 

All, Mr. Syad Erfan. 

AN, Mr. Syed Naalm. 

AH, Mrnishl Amir, 


AH, Munshl Ayuh. 

Arhamuddln, MautvJ Khandakar. 

Barter jea, the Hen'bte Sir Surendra Nat*. 
Blrley, Mr. k. 

Carey, Mr. w. L 
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CfcamHiurl, Maulvl $hah Muhammad. 

Oat, Babu Bhithmadtv. 

Oat Qupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
Of, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. C. 0. 

Donald, tha Han'bla Mr. d. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emorton, Mr. T. 

ForrwUr, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Chott, Mr. 0. C. 

Choto, Ral Bahadur Jagandra Chundtr. 
Goode, Mr. t. W. 

Gupta, Ral Sahib Mahtndra Nath. 

HornoH, Mr. W. W. 


Maharajarihiraja Bahadur if Burdaran, 
tha Hon’bla tha. .*• . 

Makramall, Mumhl. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MeAlpln, Mr. M. C. 

MeCay, Lt.-CaL Oavld. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahtndra Chandra. 
Witter, tha Hon'blt Mr. P. C. 

Mukarjaa, Mr. S. C. 

Mukharjl, Babu Satlth Chandra. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rahim, tha Hon'blt Sir AbcMir*. 
Rabarttan, Mr. F. W. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdut. 
Sarkar, Babu Jogeth Chandra. 

Stephanton, tha Hon'bla Mr. H. L. 
Stuart-Wllllame, Mr. S. C. 

Travtrt, Mr. W. L. 


Noes 48, the motion was lost. 


Huntlngford, Mr. 0. T. 

Karim, Maulvl Fatlal. 

Khan, Majilvl Hamid-ud*dln. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftquc Uddln 

The Ayes being 11, and the 


Here the Council was adjourned for fifteen minutes. 
After the adjournment. 


Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that 
in clause 2, in the proposed section 180 (A) (7), line G, after the w*ord “pre- 
mium ” the words “ if not already paid ” be inserted. 

In many cases the premium is paid by the raiyat. Consequently 
that ought to be a factor for concession. It is true that we are going' 
to have statutory rules or laws on this subject, but my submission to the 
Council is that if any premium is paid it ought to he a factor that may 
be disclosed in evidence. That is the reason I put forward in support 
of my amendment. 


Mr. M. C. McALPIN: I oppose this amendment. Whether the 
premium has been paid or has not been paid is a private arrangement 
entirely between the landlord and the tenant with which the revenue 
officer has nothing to do. Moreover they would not know what the pre- 
mium ought to be before the order. The procedure proposed would be 
a most unusual one. Further, take a case in a criminal court. If the 
court orders the complainant to pay compensation to the accused for 
bringing a frivolous or vexatious case, it does not think of adding to that 
order that so much compensation should be paid “ if not already paid.” 
I oppose the amendment. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that in 
clause 2, in the proposed section 180A (7), line 6, after the word “ land- 
lord ” the words “ or landlords, as the case may be, on apportionment ” 
be inserted. 

I may explain to the House that there are joint landlords and it will 
be a good thing if the order is passed in their favour after apportioning* 
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their shares. In many cases there are co-sharers of land and consequent* 
ly it will not be difficult on the part of the officer passing the order to 
ascertain their shares. My submission is that if the order should be in 
favour of the landlords, then it will not be necessary for them to go to 
litigation at all, that is, they would not have to go to the Civil Court for 
redress. This being a summary order it can be carried out as an order 
passed by a revenue officer or officer in charge of the department. 

My second idea is that supposing that the rule covers the kinds of 
landlords known as temporary ijaradars as well as the permanent land- 
lords, then these may be classified and an order may be passed in their 
favour so that the whole question may be simplified. The only difficulty 
that is likely to be felt is about the claims of co-sharers, but if the officer 
is in a position to ascertain the shares there will be no difficulty. This 
is the view I take of this matter and the report of the Select Committee 
encouraged me to put in this amendment. 

Mr. M. C. McALPIN : I oppose this amendment on the ground that 
it introduces an absolutely new principle into the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
The Bengal Tenancy Act, as at present drafted, treats the landlords as a 
collective body and makes no provision for apportionment of rents or 
premia amongst them according to their shares. Until, therefore, the 
Bengal Tenancy Act is amended in this respect an amendment to this effect 
must be opposed. The question of principle underlying it will, however, 
be considered in connection with the new amending Bill. As regards 
api>ortionment between an ijaradar and his superior landlord it is pro- 
posed to accept a modification of a later amendment (No. 24) which will 
give effect to the mover’s wishes, but I must on behalf of Government 
oppose this amendment. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’hle the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: Before Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji moves his amend- 
ment, I may say that I am willing to accept it in a modified form, al- 
though as the applications will be heard locally there is not much necessity 
of this amendment, but if it satisfies the member I am prepared to accept 
it in the following modified form : — 

“ That in clause 2, to proposed section 180A(7) the following be added, 
namely : — 

* Provided that in any case in which an order fixing a uniform annual 
money rent is passed e,r parte the opposite party may within 
one month of the date of such order or, when the notice has 
not been duly served, within one month of the date of his 
knowledge of such order apply to the officer by whom the 
order was passed for an order to set it aside and, if Ee satisfies 
the officer that the notice of the application under sub-section 
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(1) was not duly served on him or that he was pre- 
vented by any sufficient cause from appearing when the case 
was determined, the officer shall set aside the order and shall 
appoint a day for the determination of the case. No order 
shall be set aside on application made under this proviso un- 
less notice thereof has been served on the respondent thereto.* ** 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: I accept the modified 

amendment and beg leave to withdraw mine. 

The following amendment was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : 
“ That in clause 2, proposed section 180A(7) the following be added, 
namely : — 

* Provided that if an ex parte order has been made fixing the uniform 

annual money rent, the said order shall be liable to be recalled 
. if the opposite party files an application within a reasonable 
time from the date of the passing of the order and satisfies the 
officer that lie had reasonable cause for non-attendance at the 
time of hearing.’ ” 

The amendment proposed by the Ilon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Baha- 
dur was put and agreed to. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Itai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 2, in the proposed section 180A($), line 2, for the word 
* calculate ’ the words ‘ have regard to ’ be substituted. ’* 

The Hon*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I move that in clause 2, in the proposed section 180A(£), 
line 4, for the word “ during ** the word “ for ” be substituted. 

This is a mere verbal change bringing out the proper meaning of the 
■ection, and I therefore hope that it will be carried. 

'The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following amendments were not put as they were covered by the 
foregoing decision of the Council. — 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI i “ That in clause 2, proposed section 18OA(0) 
lie omitted.” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS “ That in clause 2, for 
the proposed section 180A(9) the following be substituted, namely: — 

* (9) The premium to be paid to the landlord shall be six times the 
rent determined on account of such lands.* ** 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN ■ Before the Jlumar Sahib moves his next motion I may say 
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that I am willing to accept it in the following modified form: — 

“ That in clause 2, after the proposed section 18OA(0) the following 
be inserted, namely: — 

‘ (9a) If the immediate landlord of the raiyat is a temporary tenure- 
holder or ijaradar the officer shall apportion the premium pay- 
able under sub-section (9) between the said temporary tenure- 
holder or ijaradar and his superior landlord of the lowest 
degree who is a proprietor or permanent tenure-holder in such 
manner as may appear fair and reasonable to the officer in 
view of all the circumstances of the case, and any sum so 
awarded to the said superior landlord shall be recoverable by 
him from the temporary tenure-holder or ijaradar or his suc- 
cessor in interest as an arrear of rent but shall not be recover- 
able by the superior landlord from the raiyat/ ” 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I accept it. 

The following motion standing in the name of Kumar Shib Shek- 
hareswar Ray was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That in clause 2, after the proposed section 180A(9) the following 
bo inserted, namely: — 

. / (9a) If the immediate landlord of the raiyat is a temporary tenure- 
holder or ijaradar, the term “ landlord ” in sub-section (9) 
shall include the superior landlord in the lowest degree who is 
a proprietor or permanent tenure-holder, and, in the absence of 
any contract to the contrary, such superior landlord shall be 
entitled to such share of the premium as may appear fair and 
equitable to the officer in view of all the circumstances of the 
case,’ ” 

The modified amendment of the Hon’ hie the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan was then put and agreed to. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: I move that in clause 
2, after the proposed section ISO A (10), the following be inserted, namely — 
u (10a) It shall in the discretion of the officer making the order, state 
the amount of the cost to be paid by any party to the other. 
The order shall have the force and effect of a decree and may 
be executed by the officer making the order or his successor 
in the same way as a decree of the civil court and the provisions 
of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, relating to execution shall 
apply to the same.” 

My amendment consists of two parts. With regard to the first “it 
shall, in the discretion of the officer making the order, state the amount 
of the cost to be paid by any party to the other.” I beg leave to with- 
draw the same but I move the other portion — 

“ The order shall have the force and effect of a decree and may be exe- 
cuted by the officer making the order or his successor in the same way aa 
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a decree of the civil court and the provisions of the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure, 1908, relating to execution shall apply to the same.” 


The point of this amendment is that I want to make the order mak- 
ing the premium payable to the landlord executable by giving it the force 
ot a decree of the civil court. The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter wants to 
enforce this order by fresh proceedings, namely, by initiating fresh pro- 
ceedings under the Public? Demands Recovery Act. If my amendment is 
accepted then clause 12 becomes unnecessary C It has also this advantage 
over Mr. Mitter’s proposal in that it will save a lot of cost and time. The 
machinery will be the same — the order will be passed by the revenue officer 
and it will be executed by the same officer. In the case.of Mr. Mitter’s 
proposal the machinery will be a different one. As between the two pro- 
posals, if my amendment is accepted, a lot of money and a lot of time will 
be saved, and in this hope I have brought forward this amendment. 


Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: While opposing this motion I should 
like to draw the attention of the hon’ble member to paragraph 8 of the 
Joint Report of the Select Committee. As the orders passed on the appli- 
cation under section 180A will be to the benefit of both the parties, the 
landlord and the tenant, equally, it is therefore proper that one side should 
not be saddled with costs incurred by the other. It is the common prac- 
tice in courts of law to impose costs upon the party who is at fault. As 
in this case nobody is to blame for the custom upon which this time- 
honoured system of land tenure, that is the utbnndi system, is based, 
which this Bill seeks to set aside, it is but fair that each party should 
bear his own costs. I therefore oppose this motion. 

I also move that in clause 2, the proposed section 180A(I/) be 
omitted. 

The premium which is to be paid by the raiyat is a sort of considera- 
tion or price for the landlord’s right to eject the utbandi raiyat at any 
time he likes. Hence this should be made payable at once and not by 
instalments. It wdll be observed that the raiyat will derive the benefit 
of the Act at once, and not by instalments; and it is only fair that the 
landlord should not be deprived of his just right of being paid at once, 
the premium being a solatium offered to the landlord for giving up his 
aforesaid right. For this reason, I move that this sub-clause be omit- 
ted. 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: My motions are on the paper and 
I do not w'ant to read them out. The reasons which actuated me to 
send in these motions 

Baton 8UQENDRA NATH MALLIK: I rise to a point of order. la 
it permissible for an Hon’ble Member not to read out his motion ? 
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The PRE8IDENT: Yes, he is quite in order. We should * sit till • 
midnight if each member were to read out his motion. They are on 
the paper and members are supposed to have studied them. I am grate- 
ful to the Hon'ble Mr. Hitter who is the first member to act upon my 
suggestion. 


The Hon’ble Pi C. MITTER: The reasons which actuated me to 
send in these motions will appear from my note of dissent. My main 
reason is this : when the officer has settled what should be the amount 
of premium it is to the interest of both the landlord and the tenant to 
see that the premium is realised with as little litigation and 
expense as possible. What I have suggested will mean that there will 
be no litigation at all. Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji in amend- 
ment No. 25 has suggested that the order of the officer shall have the 
force of a decree and shall be executed as decrees of the civil court. 
1 think his suggestion, if accepted; may give rise to legal difficulties. A 
point may well be raised that an officer enjoying powers under this Act 
could not pass an order which will have the force of a civil court degree 
as he was not a civil court. Then we know that the trouble of a litigant 
begin after he gets his decree. By vesting the order of the officer with 
the force of a civil court decree we can not preclude proceedings under sec- 
tion 47 of the Civil Procedure Code. We must rememlier that orders 
under section 47 of the Civil Procedure Code are subject to appeals and 
second appeals. All this will mean litigation. On the other hand what 
I have suggested will mean that the officer will realize the amount due 
with or without instalments without any further litigation. 

The motions were as follows: — 

(i) u That in clause 2 in the proposed section 180A(//) after the 
words * The officer ’ the following be inserted, namely : — 

‘ shall fix the date (not being more than one month from the date 
of the order) by which the premium shall be paid or he,’ ** 
(ft) “ That in clause 2, for the proposed section 180A(12) the follow- 
ing be substituted, nramely: — 

‘ (12) If the premium or any instalment thereof is not paid by the 
dated fixed under sub-section (11) for the payment of such 
premium or instalment the landlord may make a requisition 
to the Collector for the recovery of the arrear of the same in 
the manner set forth in sub-sections (3) and (4) of section 
158A, and the provisions of sub-sections (3) to (9) of that 
section shall apply to the recovery of the said arrear by the 
Collector as if it were an arrear of rent, recoverable by him 
under the provisions of that section. 

Interest shall not be payable on any instalment in respect of which 
default has not been made. 
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- T^ie Local Government may make rules prescribing the form of 
requisition to be made bj r a landlord under this sub-section 
and for carrying into effect the purposes of this subjec- 
tion.’ ” 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAUADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. Before the other amendments come along I think I may 
say that the questions at issue in all these amendments are (1), whether 
the premium should be payable in instalments, and (2) whether instal- 
ments should be recoverable as rent under the special provision of sec- 
tion 158 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 1 may say straightaway that T 
propose to accept the Hon’ble Mr. Hitter’s amendments (?) and (it) 
making the premium recoverable as rent in the manner set forth in sec- 
tion 158A with the insertion of the word “ The premium or any instal- 
ment thereof shall lx» recoverable as rent and ” in amendment (??) ** so 
a. to make it clearly a clurge on the owner of the land. The reason 
why the Government have decided to do so is this: The premium is 
fixed at three years’ rent and in order to enable a tenant to pay it he will 
be allowed fo do it in three instalments so that in one year he will not 
have to pay more than twice the amount of the rent. It has, however, 
been objected to and I think rightly objected to that the realisation of 
the instalment of the premium would mean unnecessarily extra litiga- 
tion both to the landlords and tenants. In the interests of both parties, 
therefore, we have decided that application should be allowed under the 
simple procedure of section 158A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. I, there- 
fore, oppose all the amendments except those of the Ilon’ble Mr. Mitter 
with the modification which I have really mentioned. In view of this 
modification I hope at least some, if not all, opposing amendments, will 
be withdrawn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Mitter's amendments Nos (i) and («) as modified by 
the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, were then put 
and agreed to. 

The motions standing in the names of Babu Satish Chandra Mukbarjf 
and Raja Reshee Case Law were then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

The following amendments were, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

Mr. SYED ERFAH ALi and Babu SATISH CHANDRA 
MUKHARJI S “ That in clause 2, the proposed section 180A<72), be omit- 
ted.” 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “ That in clause 2, pro- 
posed section 180A(/2), line 2, the words * and recoverable as rent ’ be 
omitted . " 



Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “That in claused, pro- 
posed section 18(JA(/3), line 1, for the words 4 The order ' the words 4 The 
original order as well as' orders passed in the execution case and made 
appealable by the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908,' be substituted.' * 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW: “ That in clause 2 in the proposed sec- 
tion 180A(/2), the words 4 or the instalmentslhereof * in line 1, and the 
words 4 but interest shall only be awarded in respect of such instalments 
as are not paid by the date fixed under sub-section (11) ' in lines 2 to 5 
be omitted." 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: “That in clause 
2, in the proposed section 180A(72), line 2, after the word ‘rent' the 
words 4 in the manner provided in sub-sections (3), (4) and (3) to (9) of 
section 158A on application to the Collector of the district ' be insert- 
ed." 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW: 44 That in clause 2 in the proposed sec- 
tion 180A(72), lines 2 to 5, for the words 4 but interest shall only be 
awarded in respect of such instalments as are not paid by the date fixed 
under sub-section (//)’ the following be substituted, namely: — 

4 but in default is made in the payment of any instalment then the 
whole amount of premium remaining unpaid shall be at once 
payable with interest thereon.' " 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: 44 That in clause 2 after 
the proposed section 180A(72) the following be inserted, namely: — 

* (12a) Whenever the instalment falls in arrear, it shall be recover- 
able by the landlord making a requisition to the Collector 
in the manner set forth in sub-sections (3) and (4) of section 
158A and the provisions of sub-sections (5) to (9) of that sec- 
tion shall apply to the recovery of the said arrear.’ " 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DATTA: 44 That in clause 2 after the 
proposed section 180A (12) the following be inserted, namely: — 

4 (12a) The arrear of premium or the instalments thereof with 
interest shall be recoverable on a requisition to the Collector 
according to the provisions of sub-sections (3) to (9) of sec- 
tion 158 A.’ ” 

TN Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Before Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moves his 
motion I may say that I am willing to accept it in the following modi- 
fied form : — 

* That in clause 2, proposed sub-section 180A(73), for the word*^ 
4 The order ’ the words 4 any order made under this section ' be substi- 
tuted.” 
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Ra&MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I accept the modi- 
fied form and beg to withdraw the motion standing in my name. The 
mod|fied form was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Bai Bahadur, which was withdrawn, was as 
follows : — 

“ That in clause 2, to the proposed section 180A(/J) the following be 
added, namely: — 

4 An appeal shall lie against an order made under sub-section (6) in 
the manner provided in section 109A.’ ” 

The motion of the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan 
was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Arnulya Dhone 
Addy was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 2, proposed section 180B, lines 7, 8 and 9, the words 
* and the* tenant shall hold them as an occupancy raiyat from the date 
of the order’ be omitted.” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: I move that in clause 2, 
after the proposed section 180B the following be inserted, namely: — 

“ 1800. (/) Where a uniform annual money rent has 1 hm?u fixed 

under section 180A, the said rent shall not, except on the 
ground of a landlord’s improvement or of a subsequent altera- 
tion of the area of the holding, be enhanced for fifteen years; 
nor shall it be reduced for fifteen years,’ save on the ground of 
alteration in the area of the holding, or on the ground speci- 
fied in clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 38. 

(2) The said period of fifteen years shall be counted from the date 
on which the order takes effect under sub-section (10) of 
section 180A.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN: I move that the Bill, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Adjournmont 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Thursday, the 16th 
August, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


II 
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Prooeacfingi of the Bengal Legietetive Council ^aseevnMed Imdeit the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 16th August, 1923, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble the 
Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, being absent), and 
98 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Howrah Bridge. 

•XXXIX. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government are proposing to proceed immediately 
with the scheme for constructing a bridge of the cantilever 
type to replace the existing Howrah Bridge; 

(u) whether the Bengal Legislative Council will be given an oppor- 
tunity of discussing the scheme before any steps are taken to 
give effect to it ; 

(m) whether the Government have finally decided to accept the 
report of the majority of the Committee appointed to consider 
the proposals for financing the construction of a bridge of the 
cantilever type ; 

Or) whether the opinion of the Corporation of Calcutta will be 
invited as to the method of financing the scheme; 

(r) whether it is a fact that seven members of the aforesaid Com- 
mittee have appointed notes of dissent to the main report of 
the Committee; and 

(ri) whether the estimate of the cost of the proposed bridge consider- 
ably exceeds the estimate made by the Committee of Engineer* 
in 1922 P 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. d. Donald): (t), (ii) and (itt) The construction of the Howrah 
Bridge cannot be proceeded with until the legislation necessary for 
the financial provision has been passed. Government are now taking 
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the necessary measures for the preparation of a BUI, which will be 
placed before the Legislative Council in due course, and the report of the 
Howrah Bridge Finance Committee is under their consideration in thie 
connection. 

( iv ) Yes. 

(v) and (rt) The member is referred to the Report of the Committee. 

« 

Posts of Divisional Commissioners. 

•XL. 8IJAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether there is any committee appointed to consider the question 
of abolition of the posts of Divisional Commissioners; 

(h) when the committee commenced its sittings; 

(in) how many sittings of the committee have taken place up to date; 
(it) whether the committee has submitted its report, if not, when the 
report is expected to be received by the Government; and 
(t) whether the report will be published ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE ] (the HoiTble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

There is at present no committee sitting to consider the question of 
the abolition of the posts of Divisional Commissioners. The Com- 
mittee which was appointed in 1921 to consider the question was 
adjourned sine die, in particular in view of the appointment of a Retrench- 
ment Committee. 

Defalcations in the Medical College Hospitals. 

•XLI. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(0 whether he has received any information about any defalcations 
in the Calcutta Medical College and Hospitals; if so, what is 
the extent of such defalcations; and 
(ti) whether the matter has been investigated, and, if so, what has 
been the result of such investigation? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether after 
these defalcations he still considers it desirable to reduce the number of 
free beds in the different hospitals in Calcutta and to impose a charge on 
the poorer section of the community for getting medical relief at these 
hospitals? 


11a 
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SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of t LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): A reference is invited 
to the reply given to unstarred question No. 102 put by Mr. Ajoy 
Chunder ])utt at this meeting. 


Publioation of the names of the elected members of the District and 
Local Boards of Mymensingh.* 

*XLII. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state why the names of the new members of the 
District Board of Mymensingh and of Local Boards of the same district, 
who were elected some six months ago, have not been gazetted? 

(b) Is it not the usual practice to gazette these elections within three 
months of the election ? 

(c) When are the names likely to be gazetted ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) and (c) The members of the several Local 
Boards in the district of Mymensingh were elected in November last. 
The new Loral Boards were finally constituted on the 2<3rd July, 1923, 
and they will now proceed to elect members of the District Board. 
Government will then appoint the nominated members of the District 
Board as early as possible. 

It is the usual practice to gazette the names of elected members along 
with those appointed under section 7 of the Local Self-Government Act. 
The Minister for Local Self-Government did not accept all the nomina- 
tions submitted by the Commissioner of the Division for appointment as 
members of the Local Boards, and some time elapsed before the personnel 
of these Boards was settled. 

(b) No time-limit is fixed, but ordinarily three months is adequate — 
see Election Itule 48. 


Dwarka Nath Charitable Hospital, Tangail. 

*XLIII. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government aware of the financial difficulty of the Tangail Dwarka Nath 
Charitable Hospital since the institution has been entirely placed under 
Government control? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what relief 
he is intending to afford to it? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) The Dwarka Nath Charitable Dispensary 
at Tangail is a Local Fund institution and is not under Government 
control, although it is allowed under Dispensary Buie 28 to have a 
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separate Banking account at tbe Treasury like State hospitals and 
dispensaries. It is true that the finances of the institution are in a 
most unsatisfactory condition. 

(b) The Minister is unable to give any special financial relief to this 
institution for the maintenance of which the local bodies and the local 
people are primarily responsible. 


Travelling allowances drawn by non-official chairmen of district boards 
and municipalities. 

*XLIV. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the non-official chairmen of the various district 
boards and municipalities in the districts and subdivisions of 
Bengal; 

{it) the principle on which they are entitled to draw their travelling 
allowance; and 

(iii) the total amounts drawn by each of such chairmen during the 
last two years in Bengal? 

(b) Is it a fact that such non-official chairmen who happen to be mem- 
bers of the Provincial Council draw travelling allowances from the district 
board and municipal funds, for attending Council meetings? 

(c) If so, what is the total for such amounts drawn during the last two 
years ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE* {a) (i) and (i it) The statements furnished by 
local officers are laid on the Library table. 

( ii ) Column 2 of the statement may be read. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) This question does not arise. 

Dhai-training Schema for District Boards. 

•XLV. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the names of the district boards which have 
accepted the scheme for dhai-training? 

(b) What help are the Government going to give to them ?- 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state, if possible, the 
proces« of training which will be adopted? 
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Mr. 8. W. COODE* (a) Howrah, Birbhum, Burdwan, Nadia, 
IW-Parganas, Murshidabad, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Bogra, 
Dacca, Bakarganj, and Tippera. 

(h) Rs. 250 was given to each of these Boards except those of Burdwan, 
24-Parganas and Murshidabad, whose applications were made after the 
budget provision was exhausted. 

(c) The scheme is explained in Government Circular No. 2496-2500- 
P.H., dated the 12th September, 1922, of which a copy is laid on the 
Library table. 


District Boards’ help to union boards for village improvements. 

•XLVI. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: Will 
the lion ’hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether it is proposed to make the District 
Boards help the village Union Boards with substantial contributions from 
their funds for improving village sanitation, communications, etc.? 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: A reference is invited to Government’s Circu- 
lars Nos. 3267 — 70 L.S.-G., dated 20th July, 1921, Nos. 1945 — 49 L.S.-G., 
dated 28th June*, 1923, and Nos. 19(| — T. L.S.-G., dated 25th June, 
1923, of which copies are laid on the Library table. The policy of 
Government is stated in these orders. 


Muhammadans in the Ministerial Staff in Government offices 
in Bogra. 

•XLVII. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state, the population of Bogra district, and how many of them 
are Muhammadans? 

(b) Will the Hou’ble the Member be pleased to state the number of 
vacancies in the ministerial staff of the said district during the last two 
years classified as follows : — 

(/) in the office of the Magistrate-Collector; 

(2) in the sadar and mufassal sub-registration offices? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many of 
these vacancies were filled up by Hindus and how many by Muham- 
madans? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
persons appointed to these vacancies were natives of the district? If so, 
how many of them ? 
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(*) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether in filling 
up these vacancies Government orders regarding _ the proportion of 
Hindus and Muhammadans have been strictly observed; if not, why not? 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
8U ROWAN, (a) The total population according to the Census of 1921 is 
1,048,606 of whom 864,998 are Muhammadans. 

( b ), (c) and (d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) Yes. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XLV1I showing the 
number of vacancies in the office of the Magistrate -Collector and the sadar 
and mufassal sub -registration offices in the district of Bogra and the number 
of Hindus and Muhammadans appointed to those tacancies . 
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Unit erred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Slaughter of oows in munioipal areas. 

97. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of •Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that municipalities have been pre- 
cluded by Government orders from enforcing the resolutions passed by 
such municipalities restricting or forbidding the slaughter of prime 
•and milch cattle in the municipal slaughter houses? 

(b) Is it a fact that there has been such refusal in the case of 
the municipalities of Baidyabati, Budge-Budge, Katwa and Madaripur? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
statutory authority and the reasons for such interference? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsider- 
ing the matter and of withdrawing those orders? 
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MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banorjoa): (a) Gov* 
eminent have not issued any general orders prohibiting the enforcement 
of resolutions passed by certain municipalities restricting or forbidding 
the slaughter of prime, and milch cattle in the municipal slaughter 
houses. In the case of the Midnapore Municipality Government con- 
firmed the action of the District Magistrate in suspending such a resolu- 
tion on legal grounds. Government are advised that such resolutions 
except on sanitary grounds would be ultra vires of the statute. 

(b) No reference was made to Government with regard to these 
municipalities. 

( c ) and (d) The question does not arise. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Is it not a fact that the slaughter 
of pregnant and prime cows is responsible for the high infant mortal- 
ity in the mufassal ? 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: There are othei factors also besides those 
mentioned. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I also ask as to whcthei ( r not 
it is desirable on pui el y economic and sanitary gi ounds to pi oh bit 
the slaughter of prime cows with a view to increase the supply of 
milk P 

Mr. PRE8IDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): That is 
rather a matter of opinion. 

B«bu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It appears from the answer that 
Government are advised that such resolutions — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not want a speech, Amulya Dhone Babu.. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: We want notice of the question. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge to legalise the prohibition of the slaughter of prime 
cows under the Bengal Municipal Bill which is under consideration? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not a question. 

Managers of Wards Estates. 

98. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the total number of managers and assistant managers 
in the Wards Estates in Bengal ? 
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(b) Are there any Muhammadan' managers in any Wards Estate 
in Bengal ? If so, how many ? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Twenty-seven. 

(b) Yes; one. 


Facilities to local bodies to utilize agricultural and sanitary 
improvements. 

99. Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will 

the Hon’bie the Minister in charge ot the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state what steps the Government have 
taken to afford facilities to the District Boards and Municipalities to 
have recourse to Bengal Act VI of 1920 ^ 

( b\ Is the Hon’bie the Minister aware that the Palma District 
Board resolved to undertake some works under that Act aud a large 
number of tbe people of the district memorialised Government to grant 
them relief under that law ? 

(c) What action are the Government taking on those memorials P 

The Hon’bie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Govern- 
ment recognize that it is desirable to encourage local bodies to utilize 
the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvements Act, VI of 1920. A handy 
edition of the Act with rules attached and an introduction explaining 
the principles and objects of the Act and describing the procedure to 
be followed in initiating schemes under the Act, is under ‘preparation. 

(b) and ( c ) The Minister is aware that the Pnbna District Board 
desires to execute certain river-training schemes in the vicinity of the 
Hardinge Bridge. The Railway Board is not prepared to consent to 
any such projects being undertaken unless a weir is constructed to 
ensure proper control over the waters of the Baral so as to prevent any 
damage ensuing to tbe bridge. The project is a large one and a joint 
inquiry is being made by the Irrigation, Public Health and Agricul- 
tural Departments to ascertain the benefits which the scheme might 
produce and its feasibility. The scheme in any cases would be a costly 
one and it is not likely that it can be undertaken unless the agricul- 
tural improvement thereby produced is so considerable as to render 
it possible to recover the cost of the work from the people benefited. 


Actions on Ratronohmont Committee report. 

100. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’bie the Member in charge of the Department of 
Finance be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the departments required to give effect to the 
r ‘commendations of the Retrenchment Committee; 
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(it) in how many cases the said departments hare issued orders 
enforcing the proposals of the Committee; and 


(Hi) in how many cases the principle of the recommendations has 
been accepted and effect given to ? 


(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(*) whether any conclusions have been formulated on the report; 

(tt) whether the Government have arrived at any definite decision 
in respect of the recommendations made in the report; and 

(Hi) whether any instances have been found out in which the Com- 
mittee’s figures appear to be incorrect? 


MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): The member is referred to the statement which has 
been circulated to all members of the Legislative Council. 


Nomination from depressed classes to District and Local Boards. 

101. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that the 
Bombay Local Boards Act provides for nomination of members from the 
depressed classes? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
similar provisions in the Act or a rule thereunder in this province? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there has been a nominated 
Namasudra member on the Faridpur District Board and on Sadar Local 
Board for about 9 years but that noue was nominated last time? 

The Hon’ble fir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes 

(b) This question is not now under the consideration of Government. 
The question may arise in connection with the Bill which Government are 
contemplating for the amendment and consolidation of the law relating to 
local self-government in non-municipal areas, but Government are not 
prepared at present to make a pronouncement on questions of policy relat- 
ing to this Bill. 

(c) The facts are not as suggested in the question. A member of the 
Namasudra community has, however, been appointed to each of the Local 
Boards of Sadar, Goalundo, and Gopalganj, while three members of th*t 
community were elected to the last named Local Board and another such 
member has been appointed to the Faridpur District Board. 
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Defalcations in the Medical College Hospitals. 

102. Mr. AdOY CHUNDER DUTT: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether he has received any information about any defalcation in 
the Calcutta Medical College and Hospitals; 

(ti) if so, what is the extent of such defalcation; 

(iti) whether the matter has been in\estigated, and, if so, what has 
been the result of such investigation; and 
(?r) whether the defalcation in the Calcutta Medical College and 
Hospitals which has been brought to light, indicates that the 
grants allotted to the Calcutta Medical College and Hospitals 
may be reduced by a large amount without diminishing 
efficiency? 

C6T If so, will the Hon ’ble the Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of transferring a portion of 
the grant allotted to the Calcutta Medical College and Hospitals to the 
Carmichael Medical College and Hospitals? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether he still 
considers it desirable to reduce the number of free beds in the different 
hospitals in Calcutta and to impose a charge on the poorer section of the 
community for getting medical relief at the.se hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i), ( ii ) and 
(Hi) A recent audit report of the Medical College Hospitals revealed some 
irregularities, involving — so far as the report showed— sums amounting to 
to Rs. 1,391-8-0. The amount has been made good. A departmental 
inquiry was made and a prosecution was instituted by the Superintendent 
of the Medical College Hospitals. The accused were acquitted. 

(ir) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(c) The justification for the levy of fees from patients who can afford 
to pay is not, iu the opinion of the Minister, in any wav affected by the 
irregularities referred to iu (d). 


Chittagong District and Local Board. 

103. Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government consider- 
ing the desirability of abolishing the Local Board of Chittagong and of 
transferring its functions to the District Board as before? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a com- 
parative statement showing the amounts of travelling expenses drawn by 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the District Board and the Local 
Board of Chittagong during the first five years? 
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The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAi (a) No. The 

general question of abolishing local boards in Bengal will be considered 
by Government in connection with the amendment of the Local Self- 
Government Act as a whole. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in unstarred question No 103 showing the 
traveling expenses drawn by the Chairman of the Chittagong 
District and Local Boards. 


— 

1818-19. 

1919-80. 

1 MO-21. 

1981-13. 

1912-11. 

1. Chairman District 

Its. 

Its. 

Rb. 

R*. 

Rb. 

Board 

2. Vice-Chairman, L>is- 

... 


... 

27 

632 

trict Board 

3. Chairman, Local 


160 

.63 

125 

92 

Board, Sadnr ... 
4. Vice-Chairman, Local 


... 


181 

: 

31 

Board, Sadar 

5, Chairman, Local 

... 

... 

... 

9 

10 

Board, Cox's Bazar 
G. Vice-Chairman, Local 

... 

... 

... 

G2 

... 

Board, CuX e Bazar 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


Chandaikana hftt rioting case. 

104. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that Kunja Behari, Gangaram Ghose, and 
11 others were convicted of rioting by a Deputy Magistrate of 
Serajgauj in a case known as the Chandaikana hat rioting case 
and each accused convicted and sentenced to six months’ rigor- 
ous imprisonment; 

(it) whether it is a fact that the accused preferred an appeal to the 
Sessions Judge of Pabna to set aside the order of the lower 
court; and 

(m) whether it is a fact that the appeal was heard by Mr. Girish 
Chandra Sen, Sessions Judge of Pabna-Bogra, who in a 
lengthy judgment set aside the conviction and acquitted all 
the accused on the 2nd of December, 1922? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Sessions Judge held that the order of the Sub- 
divisional Officer, Serajganj, by means of a letter to stop the picketing of 
the excise shop at Chandaikana h&t and the arrest of picketers there wa* 
had in law, substance, spirit and form? 
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l c ) Is it a fact that the Sessions Judge passed a severe stricture on the 
conduct of the Police and the Subdivisional Officer of Serajganj in the 
appeal? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the judgment? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of awarding com- 
pensation to the accused ? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bto 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) (/), (ii) and ( iii ) Yes. 

(5), (c) and (d) A copy of the judgment is laid on the Library table. 

(e) No. 


Howrah Bridge. 

105. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the estimated cost of the cantilever type of bridge proposed to be 

constructed replacing the existing Howrah bridge; and 

(ii) how funds are to be provided? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any con- 
tribution will be made for the construction of the bridge from public 
revenues, and, if so, in what proportion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. <1. DONALD: (a) (i), (ii) and (b) The member is 
referred to the report of the Howrah Bridge (Finance) Committee and the 
Government Resolution thereon published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 
25th July, 1923, which contain all the information which Government are 
at present able to furnish on the subject. 

Copies of the report and of the Resolution are laid on the Library table. 


Malaria in Manikganj. 

106. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the amounts spent by the District Board of Dacca in clearing 

jungle and disinfecting tanks and wells; and 

(ii) the number of tanks and wells disinfected in the Manikganj 

subdivision, 

duringfach of the last 5 years? 
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( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of publishing the 
report of the Assistant Director of Public Health on the prevalence of 
malurial fever in Manikganj ? 

(c) What action, if any, has been taken on. the said report? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (t) and (u) 

The table below furnishes the information. 

(6) and ( c ) Government do not propose to publish the report which 
contains no information or proposals of special importance. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( a ) of unitarred question 
No. 106. 


Tear. 

Amount *peot by 
the Dacca DU- 
trlct Hoard in 
clearing jungle 
and dlilnfrct- 
lng tank* and 
well*- 

The numbar of 
dliinfacted in 
■ubdiviaion. 

tank* and walla 
the Manikganj 

Remarks. 


Hr. 

Tanks. 

Wells. 


1918-19 

1,165 

8 

193 

T lie clearance of jungle 
and the disinfection 

1919*20 

1,245 

47 

318 

of tank* wa*> confined 
to the Manikganj 

1920*21 

2,162 


365 

subdivision. Except 
that tanks and Wells 

1921-22 

3.094 

25 

263 

arc also disinfected 
at Nangelbund (Nara- 

1922-23 

5,633 

52 

345 

yanganj subdivision) 
on the occasion of 
the Baurini festival. 


Probationers in Provincial Judicial Service. 

107. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state when 
effect is likely to be given to the scheme for appointing probationers in the 
Provincial Judicial Service or in the alternative whether it has been 
adopted anywhere on an experimental basis? 

« 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim)! The matter is still under consideration and has 
been kept in al»eyance pending decision on the report of the Retrench- 
ment Committee. m 
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P toi de wh i p Examinations. 

108. Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that although the pleadership examination was 
abolished more than two years ago, yet the charge for it continues? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The pleadership examination 

has been abolished, but the muktearship examination continues and 
the charge made is in respect of that examination. 

Copyists and typiats of Courts. 

109. Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(ij the number of typists and copyists attached to the Civil, 
Criminal and Revenue Courts, respectively, in the Province 
of Bengal at present ; 

(tj) the number of new appointments (temporary and permanent) 
made, district by district, after the issue of the Circular 
b\ the Hun'ble the High Court (General Letter No. 8 of 
1921) to ameliorate their condition; 

(lit) the earnings of the copyists and typists, district by district, 
in 1921-22, 1922 and 1923 (up to »3(Mb June) since the issue 
of the said general letter of the High Court; and 

(ic) the earnings of the copyists and typists during the last 3 years 
in the Criminal and Revenue Courts of Pabna and Sirajganj 
and also in the Judge’s court of Bogra and Pabna? 

( h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state in what districts 
and from what time the typists and copyists are earning Rs. 80 and 
Rs. 50, resjiectfvely, according to the General Letter No. 8 of the High 
Court ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) (/), (m), (iv) and (b) The 

member is referred to the statement laid on the Library table in connec- 
tion with unstarred question No. 140 asked by Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq at the January session of the Council. 

(a) (ti) Nil. 


Water scarcity in East Mymensingh. 

110. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that there is a 
great scarcity of drinking water in various parts of East Mymensingh 
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specially in the villages under the Kathiadi, Kuliarchar and the 
Pakundia thanas in the Kishoreganj subdivision, in spite of the com- 
plaints made to the District Board ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what sums 
have been spent by the District Board for improving and extending 
water-supply in these thanas in 1921-22 and in 1922-23? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of the Government to direct that- an experi- 
mental tube-well be sunk in some suitable locality in East Mymen- 
singh? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) Govern- 
ment have no information. 

(b) Its. 1,177 and Its. 1,285 were spent in thana Pakundia during 
the years 1921-22 and 1922-23, respectively. No appreciable amount 
was spent in thanas Kathiadi and Kuliarchar. 

(c) No funds are available for this purpose in the current year. 
The suggestion will be borne in mind when the budget estimates for 
1924-25 are prepared. 


Industrial 8urvey. 

111. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : With reference to 
the reply given to my unstarred question No. 246 on the 20th Febru- 
ary, 1922, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department 
of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to furnish the information 
required if the “ Industrial Survey ” has been carried out? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan)! Tile Industrial Survey 
is not yet complete. It is expected to l>e complete by the end ol this 
year. 


Publicity Officer. 

112. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURh 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Publicity Officer is doing the work 
which was previously done either by the Political Department or by some 
other Departments? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the nature 
of the work and the savings, if any, effected in the departments con- 
cerned P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what is the exact 
nature of the duties of the Publicity Officer to the Government of Bengal? 
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* (d) Is it a fact that the Publicity Officer does the work of an advertiser 

for the Government P 

MEMBER in oh*g» of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (thi 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8tepheneon): (a) So far as the work now done 
by the Publicity Officer was done at all before his appointment, it was 
done by the departments concerned, but there was no special staff for it. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(c) The duties of the Publicity Officer are to supply information to the 
public and more especially to the press, and to keep Government in touch 
with the general trend of public opinion and with the press, as a whole. 

(d) No. 


Collapse of tho Muhammadan Orphanage building. 

113. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Iion’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether the Building Department of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion examined the Calcutta Orphanage building before it sanctioned the 
erection of the two blocks on the second storey two months ago? 

(b) Is it a fact that the authorities at the time of sanctioning the new 
blocks did not properly examine the structure of the building P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister lie pleased to state what opinion the 
engineer or the overseer of the Calcutta Corporation passed on the struc- 
ture of the second stOrCy when permission was granted for building up the 
two new blocks on the second floor P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the City 
Architect oomplained about the shortness of the staff before, and, if so, 
what action was taken by the Corporation in the matter P 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
committee for holding an impartial and independent inquiry into the 
cause of the collapse of the building? If not, why notP 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a), (b) t (c), (d) 
and (e) The circumstances attending the collapse of the building used for 
the Muhammadan Orphanage arise in connection with the inquest now 
being held by the Coroner while the Calcutta Corporation has also 
appointed a special committee to inquire into the matter. Government 
do not propose to make an independent inquiry as the facts will be elicited 
in the investigations referred to and Government are not at present in a 
position to give any information on the points raised in the question. The 
results of the above inquiries will come under the cognizance of Govern- 
ment in due course. 

12 
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114. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the services of most 
of the District Agricultural Officers will be dispensed with? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of retaining the 
services of at least one District Agricultural Officer in each district for the 
agricultural development of the country? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) The member is referred to the relevant 
portion of the statement, already supplied to him, indicating the action 
taken in regard to the various recommendations of the Bengal 
Retrenchment Committee. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. Government' have decided that for 
propaganda District Agricultural Officers will be retained only in such 
districts as have got agricultural farms. But as it is the policy of Govern- 
ment gradually to provide each district with a farm, there will ultimately 
be a District Agricultural Officer in each district. 


Apprentices in Kanchrapara Workshop. 

115. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(j) the number of Mechanical Apprentices in the Kanchrapara 
Workshop; and 

( it ) the amount of money annually spent for their stipends and on 
other purposes in connection with their training? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (i) Seventy-one. 

(it) The stipends are paid by the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities. 
The average annual expenditure incurred on account of stipends is 
Rs. 52,636. The expenditure of Government in connection with the train- 
ing of the apprentices during the current financial year is estimated at 
Rs. 16,690. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Tho CMoutta Munioipal (No. II) BiH, 1923. 

Tho Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANER4EA: I beg to present 

the report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Municipal (No. II) 
Bill, 1923, and to move that the said report be taken into consideration. 
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The Bill makes a provision for the preparation of the budget of the 
hew Corporation for the year 1924-25'. There was an omission in the 
Act which we recently passed and that omission has now to be supplied. 
The machinery for the preparation of the budget as set forth in t! 
original Bill was the General Committee. That is the machinery now 
employed by the Corporation for framing the budget. The Select Com- 
mittee made a change in this respect. The Select Committee have 
recommended in supersession of the provisions of the original Bill that 
instead of the General Committee a Special Committee should be 
appointed for this purpose — the Special Committee to consist of 21 
members, 13 being representatives of the Corporation and 8 representa- 
tives of the added area. In respect of this provision notice of an amend- 
ment has been given by my friend, Rni Harendrannth Chaudhuri, and 
the matter will be discussed in this Council. 

Then the Bill provides for the preferential treatment of the rate- 
payers ef the added area. The Bill lays down that for the first year 
the rate-payers of the added area are not to pay rates and taxes in 
excess of what they paid in 1923-24, and in the next 4 years the assess- 
ment should bent a lower rate according to the discretion of the Corpora- 
tion. In respect of this matter also there are two sets of amendments; 
Itai ITarendranath Chaudhuri presses for an extension of this concession, 
and Mr. Mallik, the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, for its restric- 
tion, and it will be for this Council to decide between these two con- 
flicting views. 

Clause 8 of the Bill refers to a matter of administration. The 30th 
of September has been fixed by the Select Committee as the last date of 
the qualifying year. Mr. Cohen has given notice of an amendment fix- 
ing the 31st March as the last date. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I rise to a point of order. 

I do not think the amendments are before the House and cannot be 
discussed. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir 8URENDRA HATH BAHERJEA: I am not discuss- 
ing them at all ; I am only referring to them. 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: The Hon’ble the Minister in moving that the 
Teport be taken into consideration is referring to the different amend- 
ments. 

Tha Hott'Wa Sir 8URENDRA HATH BAHERJEA: I was just refer- 
ring to them and not discussing them. I do not see how any point of 
order is involved. 

What I was saying was that there are these conflicting views and Gov- 
ornment had originally decided— I think I am entitled to make that 
statement — that the 30th September should be the last date for the 
qualifying year. Subsequently facts were brought to their notice and 

12 a 
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they have altered their decision and accepted the view which will be 
placed before this Council by Mr. Cohen, viz., that the 31st March should 
be the last date for the qualifying year. Government are prepared to 
accept this amendment. 

With these remarks I desire to move that the report of the Select 
Committee be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clau.sk 2. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 

Bill. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I move that in clause 3(7) 
(iv), line 1, for the word “ three ” the word “ four ” be substituted. 

As has been observed by the lion ’hie the Minister in charge the object 
of clause 3 is to constitute a committee for the examination and scrutiny 
of the first budget of the bigger Corporation. The Special Committee 
will consist of the representatives of the Corporation as well as of the 
representatives of the added areas which will be affected by that budget. 
If that be the object in view, I cannot understand how the number of 
representatives of the added areas can be fixed without due regard to 
the income and the resources which the resj>ective areas will bring to the 
Coiporntion. Thus while the Manicktola municipality will bring to 
the Calcutta Corporation (under the present assessment) an income of 
..not more than 3 lakhs of rupees, the Cossipore-Chitpore municipality 
will add to the income of the Calcutta Corporation even on the basis of 
the present assessment, more than G lakhs of rupees per annum. More- 
over, it is known that the Cossipore-Chitpore municipality has got con- 
siderably more assets than the Manicktola municipality. Under these 
circumstances I think it is proper that the added areas, north of Calcutta, 
the areas under the Cossipore-Chitpore municipality, should have more 
representatives on the Special Committee than the Manicktola munici- 
pality. Feople who contribute more than Rs. 11 per head to the income 
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of their municipality ought certainly to have a greater voice than those 
who contribute only Rs. 4 per head to municipal income. With these 
few words I beg to suggest that for the word “ three 99 the word ** four ” 
be substituted. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I opjxkse this amendment because 
it appears to be inconsistent having regard to the income of these 3 
municipalities, namely, C o s s i pore -C h i t por e , Manicktola and Garden 
Reach, in comparison with that of the Calcutta municipality. It appears 
from the Administration Report for the year 1921-2*2 that the total revenue 
from these 3 municipalities was Rs. 10,70,000, whereas that of the Cal- 
cutta municipality was Rs. 1,58,00,000. Let us take into consideration 
the constitution of the proposed committee. Under the ftriginal Bill the 
Calcutta Corporation was to have 12 representatives, excluding the Chair- 
man, and 7 representatives from these 3 municipalities. The Select 
Committee have increased the number of representatives of the added 
areas from 7 to 8. My friend, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, suggests 
that the number should be increased further to 9; so it appears that the 
proportion would be inconsistent. When wards Nos. 19 to 25 were added 
to the town proper in 1888, the Budget Committee consisted of 12 com- 
missioners of the town proper and 6 commissioners of the added areas. 
Similarly, I beg to submit that this Budget Committee ought to consist 
of 6 commissioners of these municipalities. However, the Select Com- 
mittee have suggested 8, and I do not object to that, but at the same time 
I must say that it would l>o an act of injustice to the citizens of Calcutta 
if the numlier is further increased. 


Btf>u 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I think the facts have been 
correctly put forward by my friend, Mr. Addy. To my mi fid there is 
absolutely no reason for this demand. It looks like the attitude of a 
fretful child who is being led to school for the first time. If that be 
the attitude, 1 would accept it, provided the Hon’ hie the Minister will 
also give one more to us. T do not object to 3, 4 or 6. You have 
already got 21 members on this committee. Go on increasing it, and if 
you do so, sub-committees will have to be formed to which very few 
people will be able to come. That will he the result. As you are coming 
newlv to us, I accept the position ; I can appreciate the attitude, but I 
must ask for one more for ourselves. 

Theftorfble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I am in sympathy 
with the demand; and Government are prepared to accept the amend- 
ment. 

My friend, Mr. Addy, has put forward figures before the House in 
order to show that the Cossipore-Chitpore municipality, as compared with 
the Calcutta Corporation in respect of revenue is nowhere. If these 
figures state facts, then they ought to get 1 or 2 only and not 3 represen- 
tatives. I do not think those figures are at all relevant. The point at 
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issue is this : here is a committee to be appointed on which there will be 
the representatives of the added area. Is it not desirable that these 
representatives should obtain a footing, a considerable footing in this 
committee? They are being led into a new constitution with great 
powers, where they will be in a minority, and I think some sort of indul- 
gence, some consideration, should be shown to them; and this comparison 
of the revenues of these municipalities with that of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion seems to me to be futile and uncalled for, and I am surprised that an 
exjierienced and skilful debater like my friend, Mr. Addy, should have 
brought them forward. I am prepared to accept the suggestion of the 
Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation that one more representative should 
be added to the Special Committee. I accept that view that there should 
be one more for the added area and one more for the Corporation ; that is, 
in place of 8 there should lie 9 for the added area and 14 in place of 1& 
for Calcutta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Harendra Balm, you will get one more member 
for the added areas and one more for the Calcutta Corporation. Do you 
accept the proposition ? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I accept it, but I do not 

accept the statement of Mr. Mallik. 

The amendment standing in (he name of liai Harendranatli Chaudhuri 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following modified amendment of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea was 
then put and agreed to: — 

(i) That in clause 3(7) (n), line 1, for the word “ eight ” the word 
** nine ” lie substituted ; and 

(it) that in clause 3(7) (tv), line 1, for the word “ three ” the word 
“ four ” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion w as put and agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE S I move that in the first proviso to clause 4 (i)* 
line 8, after the word “ assessed ” the following be inserted, namely: — 
44 Under the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, at the commencement of 
the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923.” 

With your permission, Sir, I would slightly alter the phraseology 
of the printed amendment. I would propose to add after the woijl 
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44 assessed ” the words 44 and leviable' under the Bengal Municipal Act, 
1884, for the year ending the 31st March, 1924.” 

With your permission, I would also like to substitute the word “ levi- 
able ” for the word 44 levied ” in the tenth line of the same proviso. 

The following modified amendment was then put and agreed to: — 

44 That in the first proviso to clause 4 (7), line 8, after the word 
44 assessed ” the following be inserted, namely : — 

4 and leviable under the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, for A the year 
ending the 31st March, 1924,’ and that for the word 4 levied 9 
in the tenth line in the same proviso the word 44 leviable 9 be 
substituted.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I move that in the first 

proviso to clause 4 (7), line 13, for the word and figures 44 year 1924-25” 
the words and figures “ years 1924-25 and 1925-26 ” be substituted. 

Whatever may l>e the opinion of some of the dissenters, it is evident 
that the majority of the Select Committee have appreciated the injustice 
of imputing on the j>eople of the added area anything like the consoli- 
dated rate now prevailing within the present ambit of municipal Oulcutta. 
The Select Committee, together with the Government members, have been 
rational enough to disl>elieve in charmed circles and have refused and 
rightly refused to believe that mere declaration in the Calcutta Gazette 
that a certain area comes within Calcutta can have the magic effect of 
raising it in a day to the position of the metropolis. It has, therefore, 
been very rightly provided that the imposition on the added area of any- 
thing like the consolidated rate prevailing in Calcutta proper must take 
time and must await developments, which can take place gradually and 
come only in course of time. 

But while such is the idea underlying the amendment made and the 
proviso added by the Select Committee to clause 4 of the Bill, I cannot 
understand why the Committee felt so much hesitation in doing full jus- 
tice to the added areas and why the imposition of the consolidated rate 
should be kept in abeyance for one year, viz., 1924-25, only. If 44 the 
situation for the year 3924-25 will best be met by arrangements under 
which the totals of the rate on holdings, lighting rate, water rate and 
the latrine fees levied in respect of a holding in any of the added areas 
under the Bengal Municipal Act shall be deemed to be a consolidated 
rate levied under the new Calcutta Municipal Act,” how will the situation 
so change at the end of the year 1924-25 — after the lapse of one 
y^ar only — as to justify the imposition of a consolidated rate at the 
beginning of the official year 1925-26 P Does anybody seriously believe 
that in one year so much improvement will take place and so many devehopc 
ments will be effected simply by the inclusion of these areas within the 
Calcutta municipal limits, that the people and rate- payers of these added 
ueaa will come to enjoy those very amenities of municipal life which are 
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enjoyed by any of the existing parts of Calcutta? Surely, such an 
assumption is unwarranted. I, therefore, propose that the status quo be 
maintained for one year more, and let the consolidated rate under the 
new Calcutta Municipal Act be levied from 1926-27, i.e., from the time 
when the Calcutta Corporation will begin to spend its statutory lakh for 
the improvement of respective added areas. When the Corporation, in 
accordance with the provision of section 90 of the new Calcutta Municipal 
Act, will begin to spend for the improvement of the added areas “ from 
the third year after the commencement of the new Act," how will it be 
justified in calling upon the people and rate-payers of the added areas to 
pay increased taxes from before that time? “ I shall look to your 
improvements from 1926-27, but you pay higher taxes from 1925-26 " 
is certainly a proposition which is based neither on logic nor in conson- 
ance with justice and equity, however consistent it might be with the 
views of one newly called to office and flushed with the new wine of a 
new office. 

Blbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: It is very unfortunate that I 
have got to oppose the motion. I am in entire sympathy with my 
friend. He is trying his best to save his neighbours from any higher 
taxation, but unfortunately I do not think he has considered the question 
from different points of view. He has said that that by simply putting 
it down in the Calcutta Gazette , these portions have been made part of 
Calcutta and the people are asked to pay the same rates. But what has 
been proposed by the Uon’ble the Minister and what has been accepted 
by the Select Committee is something exceptional. It is wrong in 
principle that some portion of the city should be assessed on certain 
conditions and another portion on different conditions — it is unjust, to 
say the least; but we all accepted the suggestion that we should give 
them some concession, and, as a result of that, it was decided that for the 
first year we would not raise the tax by a single pie. They would con- 
tinue to pay as before. Then it was the idea of the Hon’ble the Minister 
that after 1924-25 for the next 4 years we should assess them at a lower 
percentage of assessment, The Committee accepted that, but the 
Corporation objected, saying that the period should be 2 years and not 
4 years. This is how the matter stands. Therefore, the idea is that 
for the first year after the amalgamation we do not raise the rates at 
all — we do not make any assessment till the second year; and even then 
we do so at a lower rate, that is, if the assessment be at the rate of 19J 
per cent, tho\ may be charged 18 or 18J per cent, or whatever it might 
be decided upon. In this connection I may inform my friend that no 
such thing was done 30 years ago when other places were added to 
Calcutta. It was by mere flourish of a pen and a proclamation in the 
Gazette that the then added area and the fringe area came to be included 
in Calcutta then and the people of these parts were made to pay the same 
rates as the people of Calcutta proper. Then my friend says that “ in 2 
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or 3 years you cannot make any improvements and so how can you expect 
these rates?” I think his idea is, that the liability placed upon us is 
this, that we have got to spend one lakh in original works of improve- 
ment for each of these localities for the first ten years, and this liability 
is to come upon us after 3 years; but, as a matter of fact, it will come 
upon us after 2 years. Section 90 of the Act, as passed, reads: “ The 
Corporation shall, beginning from the third year after the commence- 
ment of this Act, spend annually for 10 years a sum of not less than 
one lakh of rupees on the execution of original improvement works 
within the areas which formed the Manicktola municipality, the Cossi- 
pore-Chitpore municipality and the Garden Reach municipality.” 
That is the roriuon. Therefore, we get only 2 years, and because we 
get 2 years’ respite, we are pre pared to give them respite for 
2 years, that is, we are going to levy rates at a lower j^ercen- 
tage. I may, however, tell my friend that it was only yesterday that we 
passed an expenditure of 46 lakhs, which we shall have to spend in the 
course of the next 4 years within these 3 added areas. In connection 
with our new water-works, according to our advisers, Messrs. Moore end 
Bateman, we shall have to add another 20 per cent, to our estimate in 
order to supply filtered water to these new areas, and the result is that 
this 20 per cent, would cost us 46 lakhs in capital expenditure on 
pipes and machinery alone, not to speak of the very largo amount which 
we shall have to pay for acquiring additional lands for setting tanks at 
Pulta and Talla. This would come to about another 15 lakhs. Lot my 
friend remember this, that within 4 years, by which time our water-works 
will Ik* complete, we shall have to spend something like 60 lakhs or more 
over these municipalities. I ask, does it lie in my friend’s mouth to 
say, “ What are you going to do to improve these localities that you can 
ask for these rates?” Fnder the Act our liability is 30 lakhs in 10 years. 
In 4 years we are going to spend 60 lakhs on one thing alone, leaving 
aside road-making, sewer-making, and all that. I quite realise my 
friend’s intention in moving this amendment, but I would like to place 
before him for his very careful consideration one fact — The longer you 
delay in paying up to the standard, the longer will be the delay in 
making improvements. You cannot both have the cake and eat it. If 
you are not willing to pay your rates, then take it from me — I shall not be 
there then — the Corporation will say that you must live within the zone 
of deferred improvements. Do not allow the Corporation to say this. 
You pay the taxes; and call upon the commissioners to do the improve- 
ments. So long you choose to pay less, you will be told that you 
pay so much less you cannot get full improvements. This is against your 
interest, but as the Hon’ble the Minister said, we and the Corporation 
thought over the matter, and as we understood that the people of these 
localities were objecting to giving the full rates, we decided that for the 
first year there should be no increase at all, and that in the second year 
there might be assessment, but that the taxes would be on a lower scale. 
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My friend will permit me to refer to another portion of his argument. 
He has asked in his motion No. 6 that the Corporation shall in no case 
assess 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I rise to a point of 
order? Is he justified in dealing with that motion now? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It might save another speech. However, 
Mr. Mallik, you had better reserve that matter for your next speech. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Therefore the position is this. 
This state of things is not desirable in the interest of the people of these 
localities. If my friend had been a resident of this place, I do not know 
what he would have thought. I had a talk with the Chairman of the 
place in connection with the improvement of building sites and means, 
of transit, and all that, and he is of opinion that it will simply delay 
matters if you fake up this attitude. I put it to the Council seriously 
to think that if you insist ujK>n paying less as your contribution to the 
municipal funds, is it likely that you will get all the improvements? 
Under all these circumstances, therefore, I have got to oppose the amend- 
ment. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I ask Mr Mallik 
how much of the 4(1 lakhs will be spent on Cossipore-Chitpore ? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: It will 1* about 20 lakhs. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Government’s attitude right through has been 
that it was desirable that in api>ortiouing the cost of the improvement 
of these added areas, we should be not merely fair but generous to 
those areas, but I think that this is sufficiently provided for in the 
Bill which is now before us. Mr. Mallik has stated very cogently and 
logically the arguments against the present proposal and I have nothing 
to add to them. We think that this amendment is undesirable and that 
the Bill should stand in its present form. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Mr. Goode has said that the 
attitude of Government with regard to these added areas is to be 
generous. But this is showing too much generosity to these munici- 
palities at the cost of the people of Calcutta. In the case of the added 
areas in 1883 no such concession was granted. 

-Mr. PRE8IDENT: We had all that faun Mr. Mallik and you need 
not repeat it, 

Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri’s motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion standing in the name of Rai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“ That the second proviso to clause 4 ( 1 ) be omitted.” 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question* is that clause 4, as amended* 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clauses 5 and 6. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* The question is that clauses 5 and 6 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause T. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 7 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg leave to withdraw 
the first^ part of my amendment. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the Council* 
■withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 7, in line 4, the word and figures ** 1927-28 or 
1928-29 ” be omitted and the word “ or ” bo inserted after 
the figures “ 1925-2G.” 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I move that in line 9, after 
the word “ Act ” the words “ or in any specified locality thereof ” 
be inserted. 

The reason why I put in these motions would apjienr from what 
I have already submitted, namely, that the Corporation thought that 
instead of 4 years, 2 years’ indulgent treatment would be enough, i.e., 
they might be assessed at a lower rate for 2 years after the 
first year in which their rates would not be increased. The first por- 
tion I have withdrawn and the second portion I move because it would 
not l>t to the interest of these municipalities not to have these words 
included and I would point out the practical difficulty that would follow 
from their non-inclusion. Under this section the Corporation have* 
been given power to fix in respect of the lands and buildings in any 
of the several areas a rate at a lower percentage on the annual valua- 
tion than the percentage w'hich is fixed for that year generally in 
respect of lands and buildings in Calcutta, i.e., they can deal with any 
of these municipalities with indulgence. To my mind it appears to be 
possible that if too much is demanded nothing might be done. If the 
members of the Corporation find that there are areas — as certainly There 
are — in all those municipalities which are very poor, they will agree 
to the levy of a smaller rate in those areas for a long time. But if as 
a result of this, you demand that the whole municipality should be 
excluded and not any particular part thereof and that the taxes of 
that municipality as a whole should be reduced, then my submission to 
the House is that that is not likely to be done, because no commissioner 
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will agree that there is any the slightest reason to show concession to a 
portion of that particular municipality where land is selling at 
Us. 2,000 a cottah, where there is extensive interest of the railways and 
the Port Commissioners and the jute people and others. If you want to 
have concession for the poorer localities, then there is some chance 
of you getting it ; but if you insist upon the whole municipality being 
-taken into account I do not think you have much chance. I there- 
fore want to put in these words “ or in any specified locality thereof . * 9 
The Corporation have the right to fix a lower rate in the case of a 
whole municipality and I want to give the Corporation power to fix 
a lower rate for any specified portions thereof, if they so desire. 
The chances are that this concession will be shown to a part of the 
municipality rather than to a whole municipality. I do not know why 
.the Hon’hle the Minister should not accept this, because this will be 
something which will help the parties concerned. 

Blbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to second this amendment. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: May I rise to a point of order? Can the hon’ble 
member second an amendment? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is a mere rhetorical flourish on the member’s 
part. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: The legislature is going to 
authorise the Corporation of Calcutta to charge a reduced rate in res- 
pect to any of these added miinicijwilities, but, as a matter of fact, the 
Corporation is not likely to do that, especially in regard to places such 
as Coseipore-Chitpore, which are already fully developed. But the 
Corporation may exercise a discretion in the case of a specified area 
•within that municipality which is inhabited by very poor people, or an 
area which is not properly developed. I know, as a matter of fact, that 
in certain localities the j>eople will not get sufficient filtered water in the 
course of 4 years. Therefore, some concession should be shown to them. 
I have sad experience of the working of the Calcutta municipality. 
Ward No. 28 had been amalgamated in 1889. We are assured of an 
•efficient and continuous supply of filtered water and we have been 
charged full water rate, but in certain parts of this Ward the pres- 
sure of filtered water is not even 5 feet. The Corporation is quite 
helpless because the legislature has not authorised them to reduce the 
rate in this area. That is the reason why it is desirable for the sake 
of the poor inhabitants of the newly added area that the Corporation 
.should lie authorised to make a concession in respect of certain specified 
•areas. This is the unanimous recommendation of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration. 

Rii Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to give my iuimbie 

support to the proposal of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. When w# 
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discussed this matter in the Select Copimittee one important factor wa* 
lost sight of, and that is this — that even if it was desirable to extend 
remission of taxation to some of the municipalities which are now' 
going to be amalgamated with Calcutta, there may be localities in them’ 
which are practically as much developed as any portion of Calcutta 
itself. I refer to such places as Sura, Baliaghata, Tala, Garden Reach r 
etc. These are localities which can stand competition with certain 
parts of Calcutta. It is not necessary to extend the concession to these* 
places, but there are other places where this concession should be 
granted, and Mr. Mallik’s idea is to extend this concession to these* 
specified areas. I think his proposal is reasonable and I support it. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 am sorry I 

have to oppose the amendment of my hon’ble friend. I think the 
amendment, and if I may add, the speech, proceeds upon what I may 
call a fallacy. The unit of assessment is not the locality, but the hold- 
ing. In a particular locality there may be holdings occupied by poor 
people and holdings occupied by the rich. Therefore, it is obvious that 
if you want to exempt poor people you must not proceed upon the* 
basis of locality, but that of the holding. Thus the relief which my friend 
wants to afford will not be forthcoming. Another consideration s*hould 
not be overlooked. If you desire to make exceptions on the grounds 
which have Wn put forward by my friend, does he not realise that 
there will lie considerable pressure and there may even be corruption P 
All those arts which are employed for the purpose of persuading and 
coercing people will be largely in evidence. I think we ought to avoid 
them. For these reasons I submit that we should stick to tile Bill a# 
it is, and therefore I oppose the amendment. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following- 
result : — 


AYES. 


Addy, Baba Amulya Dhene. 

Ahmed, Munthl Jafar. 

All, Munshl Amir. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Klmaja Mahamad. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Abinash Chandra. 
Bhattaeharjl, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Baae, Mr. «. M. 

Du Qupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
Da, Ral Bahadur FanlndralaU 
Dutt, Ral Bahadur Or. Harldhan. 


Ahmad, Mautvl AtaJiaroddtn. 
Ahmad, MauHrl Yakuinuddln. 
Ahmad, Mr. M. 

All, Munshl Ayub. 


Oho*#, Mr. D. C. 

Haq, SBfch Sytd Imdadul. 

Makramall, Munthl. 

Malllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra*. 
Mukhepadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Ralkat, Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu dacandra Krishna. 

•inha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
tutirawardy, Dr. Hastap. 


NOES. 

Barma, Ral •ahlb Panohanan. 
Barten, Mr. H. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Blrtay, Mr. L. 

Caray, Mr. W. L. 


Banarjaa, the Hen Die Ur Surandra Nath. 
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Chaudhtirl, Ral Har«ndranath. 

Chawdh ury, Maulvl Fazial Karim. 

Coopar, Mr Charles & 

Crawford, Mr T. C. 

DO, Mr. K. C. 

Coy, Mr. C. 0. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

1 marsoir, Mr. T. 

Goode, Mr. f. W. 

Horne ft, Mr. W. W. 

Muntlngferd, Mr. G. T. 

Karim, Moulvl FaiUl. 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Uddln. 
tMaharaJadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Blarr, Mr. A. 


[16th At70. 

MeAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MoCay, Ll-CoL David. 

Mltter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. 0. 

Mukerjee, Mr. B. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dtien. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rahetm, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-uis 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Robertson, Mr. F. W. 

Rose, Mr. C. F. 

ROy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

tarkar, Babu Joiesh Chandra. 

Skinner, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L 
Stuart-Wllllams, Mr. S. 6. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. I. 


The Ayes being 21 and the Noes 49, the motion was lost. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that at the end 

of clause 7 the following words be added, namely : — 

and the Corporation shall in no case so assess any lands and 
buildings in the said added area as to enhance by more 
than twelve-and-a-half per cent, the total amount of taxes 
payable under the next preceding assessment. ” 


Mr. Mallik, in the course of his reply to the foregoing amendment, 
binted that I was speaking without authority and also I was not a resi- 
dent of the Cossipore-Chitpore area. If I had been a resident of Cossi- 
pore he would have probably accused me as an interested party. His 
argument cuts both ways. 

Bftbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK i I am sorry he could neither 
hear me nor understand me. 

Rftl HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI i Let me assure the Council 
"that I speak with author^. This amendment which I am going to 
move has been suggested to me by one of the municipal authorities 
of Cossipore-Chitpore . Now, Sir, the object of clause 7 is clearly to 
•afford some relief to the ratepayers of the added areas. Mr. Mallik, 
by withdrawing the first part of his amendment No. 5, admits that 
these areas deserve indulgent treatment for 4 years. But those who 
Are bo liberally inclined should see that they do not deceive themselves. 
Eor although the people of the added areas will much appreciate the 
proposal for the imposition of a lower rate for 4 years (than the rate,on 
lands and buildings in Calcutta* generally), it is the immediate exten- 
sion of the principle of assessment that obtains in Calcutta that they 
are really tfnd more afraid of. For although it might be true, as my 
friend, Mr. Addy, alleges, that " in comparison with Calcutta, the 
Annual valuation of holdings in the newly added areas is, in the opinion 
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of the assessors of the Calcutta Corporation, very low, 1 ’ it must be 
borne in mind that there is no other municipality working under the 
Bengal Municipal Act (except probably Darjeeling) where the people 
have got to pay a higher rate of tax per head of population than in 
Cossipore-Chitpore. “ The average incidence of taxation per head of 
population,” as the Report on the working of the municipalities in 
Bengal for 1921-22 observes, *' is the highest in the hill municipality of 
Darjeeling (the rate being Rs. 9-10). Next comes the Cossipore- 
Chitpore municipality ” (the rate being Rs. 8-2-7). Even in Dacca, 
the second town in the province of Bengal, the incidence of municipal 
taxation per head does not exceed Its. 2-14-2. How is it then that in spite 
of such a comparatively high rate of municipal taxation the people of 
the added areas of Cossi pore-Chi tpore are afraid of a very big increase 
of municipal taxes? Only because they are afraid that while they are 
now paying taxes on the annual letting value of the premises, the 
Corporation authorities and assessors will assess the annual value on the 
value of the land in the holding as well as on the estimated cost of 
construction of the buildings thereon. It is the principle of assessment 
of the annual value of premises that is more in question than the 
4t rate ” of taxes, and if this Is understood, then I believe those who are 
really inclined to give real relief to the rate-payers of the added areas 
will see their way to accept the amendment which, while embodying the 
principle of a gradual increase in rates, and taxes, is meant Co safe- 
guard the rate-payers of the added areas against the sudden imposi- 
tion of a much too heavy burden. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am sorry I must oppose this. 
I really could not understand how the mover, who is otherwise such a 
reasonable man, could go to the length of proposing a motion like 
this. I think, Sir, that being a zamindar and used to permanent settle- 
ment, he wants to introduce that idea here that so far as Cossi pore- 
Chitpore is concerned the taxation must be permanently settled. I find 
that there is something more too. He has given us some very good 
Teasons. He said that this motion was suggested to him by some of 
the municipal authorities of Cossipore-Chitpore. Sir, I do not wonder 

it — that is the result of the indulgence that the Government have 
given them. It is the most preposterous suggestion I have ever 
beard. 

Mr, 8. W. COODE: Sir, Government agree with Mr. Mallik. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Ilf. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 7 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 8. 

Mr. PRE8IOENT: The question is that clause 8 stand part of the 
Bill. 

i 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE. Before I move my amendment I should like to 
point out that there iq, a printing error. My amendment should read 
thus : — 

“ That in clause 8(a) (m) for the proposed proviso the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

, “ Provided that such payment has been made during and ia 
respect of the previous year or the first half of the current 
year. 

Explanation . — 4 Previous year * means the year preceding the year 
in which the election is held, and the current year ijieans the- 
year in which the election is held. 4 ” 

At the outset, I may tell the Council that my amendment is sub- 
stantially on the lines of the recommendation of the Corporation — a 
recommendation which they made twice in connection with this matter- 
First, whgn the main Bill was TSeing considered, they made this recom- 
mendation, and secondly, they again repeated it when the present 
amending Bill was being considered by the Select Committee. I ven- 
ture to think, Sir, that, if their recommendation had been accepted, we 
should have been simred all this trouble. In this connection, I cannot 
help complaining that the recommendations of the Corporation, not only 
with regard to this matter, but also with regard to other matters, have* 
not received at the hands of the members of the Select Committee the- 
consideration that they deserve. Now, Sir, clause 8 of this Bill relates 
to section 20 of the new Act ; and in order to understand the clause it 
is necessary to recall what section 20 deals with. Section 20 specifies 
the qualifications of the electors of the general constituencies; and so* 
far as those qualifications are held to arise from payment of rates and 
taxes, it is provided that the payment of a minimum sUm of Rs. 12 
qualifies a man to vote. Now, Sir, two questions naturally arise: first,, 
in respect of what period this minimum sum of Rs. 12 is to be paid,, 
and secondly, during what period that payment is to be made. These' 
are entirely two different questions. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: You can move 7 and 8 together as they cover 
the same point. 

Mr. D. C. GHOSE: I submit, Sir, they are not exactly the same. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would like to have one discussion on items 
8 and 9. 
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Mr. D. C. CH08E: Obviously. Sir, some limits must be pre- 
scribed in regard to both these matters, namely, first, the period for 
which the payment is to be made, and secondly, the time during which 
the payment is to be made. What are those limits to be? The Cor- 
poration recommended that, as regards the first, the limit should be 
the previous year or the current year or any portion thereof; and as- 
regards the time, the Corporation recommended that the limit should 
be the 30th of September preceding the election. Now, let us see 
what the Select Committee have done. The Select Committee have 
entirely done away with the suggested limit regarding the time tt 
payment. They thought it was unnecessary. It would probably have 
been unnecessary, if it had been laid down that, in order that the pay- 
ment of certain rates and taxes might qualify for a vote, the name of 
the rate-payer should be entered in the registers of the Corporation. 
Unfortunately, there is no such provision now in the Bill. There was 
some such provision in the draft Bill, but the Select Committee, in 
their wisdom, have done away with.it. Now, the result is that in 
the Bill we are now considering there is no limit laid down for the time 
of payment. This, I venture to think, is a very serious omission, and 
ought to be made good. Then, Sir, as to the period, in respect of 
which the payment is to be made, the Bill provides that the payment 
should be in respect of the 12 months ending the 30th of September 
preceding the election. Let us understand this with reference to the 
election that will take place in April, 1924. If the provision of the 
Bill were passed into law, then the period in respect of which the pay- 
ment must be made, would be from October, 1922, to September, 1923. 
If, on the other hand, we had a provision like the one in the Act now 
in operation — and that is the amendment of Mr. Cohen — then the period 
with reference to the election of 1924 would he from April, 1922, to 
March, 1923. Now, my amendment takes the period six months further 
back beyond October, 1922. It would make the period in question run 
from April, 1922, to September, 1923. Not that the payment must he in 
respect of the whole of this period of one year and a half, hut it may 
be in respect of this period or of any portion of it. Under the exist- 
ing Act, payment for the previous year is held to qualify, and I see no 
reason why the new Act should restrict that in any way. I pro- 
pose that the limit of the qualifying period of payment should com- 
mence, as now, in April, 1922 (speaking, of course, with reference to the 
election of 1922), and should end in September, 1923, as proposed by 
the Select Committee. In other words, as regards one limit I accept 
the existing Act and as regards the other, I take the Select Com- 
mittee’s proposal. 

I find Mr. Goode in his note says that it will make very little 
difference whether the 31st March or the 30th September was taken as 
the end of the qualifying year. This, Sir, is a statement made under 
a misapprehension. I submit, Sir, that this would be probably true 

13 
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so far as the house-owners are concerned, because the charges would 
be likely to be very few. But, Sir, if you look at the provisions of the 
new Act, you will find that the occupiers of flats are going to be 
enfranchised, occupiers, who pay Rs. 25 per month as rent for 6 consecu- 
tive months. If my proposals were accepted, that is, the period of pay- 
ment were extended up to the 30th of September, these occupiers would be 
entitled to come into the Voters’ List by paying rent for 6 months, say, 
from March to September. Owners of bustec huts are also going to be 
similarly enfranchised under the new Act— owners who own huts for 6 
consecutive months. Now, if Mr. Goode’s views were accepted, there 
can be no doubt both these classes of people, viz., occupiers of flats 
and owners of bus tee huts, would be disenfranchised, that is to say, 
those amongst them who would have acquired the necessary qualifica- 
tion during the six months, March to September. At any rate that is the 
view that I take from a reading of the provisions of the Bill and the 
note submitted by Mr. Goode. Sir, if it is the object to enfranchise a 
large number of people by this new legislation, then, I submit, that 
this Council ought not to take away with one hand which it gives with 
the other. You are providing in this Bill for their enfranchisement, 
but, then, you so specify the period, for which the payment is to be 
made, that automatically they become disenfranchised. Then, Sir, if 
you accept the provision of the Bill, namely, take the period from 
Octol>er, 1922, to September, 1923, I submit that those who pay profes- 
sional licenses would l>e disenfranchised. These licenses are not paid on 
the basis of such a year, but are paid on the basis of a complete finan- 
cial year oxtending from April to March. Therefore, if your period be 
12 months, ending on the 30th of September, preceding the election, 
then those who pay professional licenses, viz., those paying for a period 
from April, 1922, to Mai'ch, 1923, would be automatically disenfran- 
chised. I would therefore submit, that the Council should accept my 
proposal, and theieby do away at once with all kinds of difficulties. 
You do not disturb those people who are already on the Voters’ List 
by reason of their payment from April, 1922, to March, 1923, and you 
do not also disenfranchise those who would come in or could come in 
under your new legislation by payment of rent or by reason of owner- 
ship of huts in bustecs for G consecutive months, namely, from March 
to September. 

As has already been urged in the Corporation and also in the Select 
Committee by my esteemed friend, Mr. Mallik, the democratic franchise 
ought to be a real one. In other words, the list ought to be as up to 
date as possible. 

Therefore from that point of view, the outer limit surely ought to 
be 30th of September. If you will analyse my proposal you will find 
that I have taken from Mr. Cohen’s amendment one of the limits, 
i.e., the inner limit and from the provision in the Bill' the other limit, 
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vis., the outer limit — 30th September. - To put the matter briefly speak- 
ing with reference to the election to be held in March, 1924, I say 
that so far as the period in respect of which payment of rates or taxes 
should qualify, is concerned, it should be from April, 1922, to September 
1923, or any portion thereof. — ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: That is, 18 

months. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: Yes, and if this proposal is accepted, I submit 
all difficulties will vanish, and all classes of people, I mean people who 
have the right to come on the Voters* List, will be able to get the vote. 

I therefore move my amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENTSI hope that you have moved the amendment No. 8. 

I asked you to move both amendments Nos. 7 ami 8. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I wanted to wait and see the fate of this amend- 
ment. However, hh I have already explained the reasons, I formally 
move amendment No. 8 : — 

“ Provided that such payment has been made during and in respect 
of the twelve months, or part of the twelve months, ending 
on the 30th September immediately preceding the election/’ 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: I move that in clause 8(a) (Hi), lines 4 and 5, ' 
for the words and figures “ the twelve months ending on the 30th day 
of September last ” the words “ the year last ” be substituted. 

I have carefully considered this question and I am satisfied that 
the qualifying year should be the financial year preceding the election. 
The grounds urged 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: May I rise to a point of order? Can 
Mr. Cohen's amendment be considered along with mine? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I think so. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: But they are not on the same lines. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think they can be considered together. 

Mr. D. «J. COHEN: The grounds urged in favour of having the 

qualifying year, the twelve months ending the 30th September are 

(1) that the list will be brought more up to date, and (2) that it will 
include many men who would otherwise, if the year were taken to end 
on the 31st March, be excluded. There is no justification in saying the 
list will be stale if my amendment is accepted, because it has to be 

13.i 
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borne in mind that whatever amount may have been paid by a parti- 
cular person, his retention in a particular roll depend® on bis proving: 
that he owns or occupies or resides in any premises or exercises any pro- 
fession, trade or calling within a particular constituency. This, to my 
mind, effectually disposes to a very large extent the argument that th& 
mi will be stale. Naturally, of course, if the Select Committee's pfb- 
posal be accepted, the list will contain a few names who would not find 
a place under my amendment. These will include a very small number 
of new owners and an equally small number of new occupiers. 
It cannot be denied that the number of houses changing hands- 
during a period of six months is very small, and so far as the 
occupiers are concerned, the fact that the rule has been made 
elastic to the extent that it will not be necessary for a tenant to occupy 
one particular residence for six months in order to qualify him as an 
elector, but that he may occupy more than one house, provided he can 
prove that he has paid at least Rs. 25 a month as rent for a period of 
six months will provide sufficient facilities to those who care to have 
their names enrolled. On the other hand, the disadvantages of the 
Select Committee’s proposals are many. To be entitled to be enrolled 
as an elector, the proviso lays down that payments must have been 
made in respect of the 12 months ending on the 30th September last 
preceding the election. Professional, trades and calling licenses are 
annual licenses and issued in respect of the 12 months ending the 31st 
March. As has been already pointed out, it will be a*legal question to 
decide whether under the circumstances some of those could be included 
in the roll, as they have not paid licenses in respect of the 12 months end- 
ing 30th SeptemWr, but in respect of the 12 months ending 31st March. 
This will be in respect of licenses of the value of Rs. 25 and over, but for 
licenses of Rs. 12, even if you were to change the proviso and insert 
the words “ during the year,” it will not help them. These people will 
have to be shut out. because all the payments are usually made at the 
end of the financial year. These people will be taken as having paid 
Rs. 6 for the half-year September, 1922, to March, 1923, and as they 
usually i>ay their license fees at the end of every financial year, it is not 
expected that these people will pay anything between March, 1923, and 
September, 1923. The result will be that these people will have to be 
kept out. It may be argued that these licenses are due on the 1st ot 
April. That may be so, but as a general practice, the Chairman of the 
Corporation has always allowed these people and, as a matter of fact, 
bas allowed every one the facility to pay any day up to the end of the 
financial year. Every person interested in these elections would like fo 
have as perfect a roll as possible, but if the period be taken as ending 
on the 30th of September, the lists will be so hurriedly prepared that 
a large number of men who would otherwise have found a plaoe in the* 
Toll will be excluded. Under the proviso as accepted by the Select 
Committee, an occupier of a flat or house or the owner of a huf shall be* 
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-entitled to pay the rent up to the evening of 30th September 
to complete the period to qualify him as an elector. This being 
so, it will be necessary to allow these people some time after 
“the 30th September to apply to the Executive Officer to have their 
names entered jn the special register suggested by the Select Committee 
and after all such applications have been received, inquiries will have to 
be made specially in the case of owners whether the application is a bona 
fide one or not. This will take an appreciable amount of time because 
“the Select Committee has omitted the proviso that the name of any 
person by whom the rates have been paid either as owners or as occupiers 
must appear in the assessment book in respect of the premises on 
account of which such payment or portion thereof has been made. The 
Tesult of this is that every application from an owner will have to be 
looked into carefully before his name is entered in the special register. 
Now look at the amount of time this will take and this will only be 
preliminary to the issuing of the draft roll. Then after the draff roll 
is published sufficient time will have to be given, this time to prospec- 
tive candidates to enable them to find out the number of people no! 
-qualified to vote, to enable them to object to the retention of Those 
names, and we must also admit claims from new applicants. These 
claims and objections when received will have to be decided by the revis- 
ing authority who usually acts on the report of the Assessment or License 
Department and when they have been decided, the final roll will then 
have to l>e published. Have we sufficient time to get all this done 
between the 1st October and the date of election? We have extended 
the franchise on paper and if our intention is to extend it in practice, we 
must look at probabilities straight in the face and consider seriously 
the objections raised by the Deputy Chairman of the Corporation, a 
gentleman who has worked and brought out the present preliminary 
-electoral roll for the next election to this Council. I will read out one 
paragraph to show what he thinks of it: — 

If only a few day* are given for the preparation of the draft rolls as will he 
the case if the year ending 30th September is taken, it will be impossible to bring 
.in or include all those who are entitled to the franchise. It will not be possible 
to include occupiers and hut-ownera who come under clauses (t) and (e) of section 
"20 of the new Act within the very short time that will bo allowed for the prepara- 
tion of the draft roll. It is a task of immense magnitude to bring these people 
in, because there are 50,000 holdings the occupiers of which will be enfranchised 
and the franchise can only be allowed after inquiries being held and proofs of pay 
ment of rent and rates being adduced. This cannot be done in a few days. The 
advantages to be gained by postponing the qualifying period till the 30th September 
-of the year of election are not commensurate with the expenditure involved and the 
disadvantages are so great that they will hardly compensate for the advantages 
to be gained. 



186 


GOYERimENT BILLS. 


[16th Atjg. 


His experience must count and he has repeatedly told ns that the work 
cannot be satisfactorily done if the qualifying year be taken to end on 
the 30th September. I would lastly place before the Council the ques- 
tion of costs. I would endeavour to show that the advantages that 
will accrue will be of doubtful utility having regard to the danger of the 
possibility of having several names left out owing to the manner in 
which the work will have to be rushed through. In addition to this, 
the work which would, to a large extent, be done together for the* 
Council and Municipal elections, if my amendment be accepted, will 
otherwise have to be done once again. This will involve a pretty 
large expenditure of money because the work is being duplicated. It 
might be argued by the other side that the qualifications for the Council 
and Municipal elections are not the same. This is true. Having 
regard, however, to the fact that the present qualifications for Council 
elections have been taken from the recent Municipal Act, is it not 
reasonable to expect now that the municipal franchise has been ex- 
tended, this Council will alter their own rules accordingly in the near 
future and when that is done, the amount saved will be still greater 
than will he the case now if my amendment is accepted and the quali- 
fying year he taken as the year ending 31st March? 

I will now say a few words with regnid to what Mr. D. C. Chose ha& 
said in connection with the Corporation resolution. It is true that 
this matter was placed before the Corporation twice. On the first 
occasion, we had not before us the Deputy Chairman’s note and we- 
did not consider it thoroughly. After the receipt of the Deputy Chair- 
man’s note, the Committee went through it and resolved to accept the 
Deputy Chairman’s recommendation. I would read out the recom- 
mendation of the Committee : — “ That the Committee recommend that 
the year ending 31st March be adopted as the qualifying year insteacF 
of the 30th September.” 

Mr. D. C. GH08E: That is not the decision of the Corporation. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: I am glad to tell you that the Chairman sup- 
ported it. When this matter came up before the Corporation again r 
there were just a few members present and the votes were almost equally 
divided — 8 to 7. It cannot, therefore, be said, that this was the opinion 
of a large majority of the Corporation. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: A majority is a majority. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: So, it cannot be said that the Corporation by 
any large majority Has decided the question in favour of the year 
ending 30th September. 

Then as regards the first motidp of Mr. D. C. Ghose, he wants to 
extend the period to a year and a half. That in itself shows that 
my amendment ought to be accepted because if you want to extend 
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the period, why should it be a year and a half only? Why not two 
years and a half, dating if from the 1st April, after the preceding elec- 
tion? Everywhere it is only a year preceding the election, and I do 
not see why this Council should decide otherwise. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Government think that Mr. Ghose’s two amend- 
ments must be opposed, although there is one good j»oint in the second 
which I should like to 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Which amendment are you speaking on? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I am dealing with the two together. The main 
point at issue is whether the year in which the qualifications for a vote 
shall accrue will be the year ending on the 31st of March or the year end- 
ing on the 30th of September. Mr. Ghose has stated that if you make 
the qualifications accrue within the year ending on the 31st of March, 
you thereby automatically deprive a great many i>ersonM of the vote whom 
you have recently enfranchised in your new Municipal Act. I have 
stated in my note of dissent that this view appears to be based upon an 
entire misapprehension of the facts. I stute with every confidence that 
a red herring has been drawn across the trail in this case in so far as it 
has t>een asserted that Mr. Cohen's proposal is made in favour of the 
landlords and that it is undemocratic. Democracy has nothing to do 
with this question. It is purely a question of administrative conveni- 
ence and, generally speaking, apart from some few particular cases, I 
can assert with every confidence that those persons who will l>e enfran- 
chised if the qualification accrues in the year ending on the 30th of 
Sepfenihei* will also l>e enfranchised in the year ending on the 31st of 
March. Mr. Ghose has admitted this in respect of owners and occupiers 
who find a place in the electoral roll. lie says what about the tenant? 
Let me take the case of a tenant who has occupied a house in Calcutta 
or a flat or a suite of rooms from, sav, the 1st of April, 1922, unfil the 
30th of September, 1923. Ivet us assume that on the 31st of March, 
1923, he shifted his abode and removed to some other house. Mr. Ghose 
suggests that in some mysterious way if you limit the period during 
which qualifications accrue to the 31st of March instead of the 30th of 
September, that person will automatically lose the franchise. That is 
not the case at all. If this person has paid Rs. 25 as monthly rent for 
the six months ending on the 31st March, it does not matter where he 
lives in the period from the 31st March, to the 30th September. Hia 
right has accrued and he is competent to vote under this Act. More- 
over, his right to vote will accrue in the ward in which he resides when 
the roll is prepared. Let it not be though* that by shifting his residence 
on, say the 31st March, such a person will thereby be obliged 
to vote in the ward in which he last resided. Under section 20 
(b) of the main Act, his qualification will accrue in the cottstitd- 
ency in which he resides when the roll is prepared, although his rent 
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may have been paid in respect of a house in some other constituency 
and this is a very fair solution. It is convenient that he should vote in 
the ward in which he resides at the time of election. I entirely fail to 
understand how Mr. Ghose and other members of the Corporation who 
have discussed this question contend that there is a question of demo- 
cracy and landlordism involved in this matter. I am sure that Mr. Ghose 
will acquit Government of any wilful intention to side with the landlords 
in this matter, but in effect he implies that our apprehension is so blunted 
that unwittingly we have been led into a trap and that we are attempt- 
ing with the best of motives in the world to make changes which will 
greatly benefit the landlord and will disenfranchise those persons to 
whom we wished to give the vote. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: May I rise to offer a personal explanation? In 
my speech I never made any such allegation that Government were sid- 
ing with the landlords. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: If Mr. Ghose had listened carefully, he would 
have seen that I assumed him to credit Government with good intentions 
in this matter; hut he implies that Government have unwittingly made 
a mistake. I have studied this matter carefully in view of certain state- 
ments that have been made regarding the effect of Mr. Cohen’s proposal. 
I am absolutely convinced that by means of the amendment which Mr. 
Cohen has suggested the vote will not be taken away from any one, at 
least from any class of persons. There may be occasional cases, which 
will be influenced by the change. A man who first migrates to Calcutta 
on the 31st March will have no vote. Obviously, it is quite Reasonable 
that he should not. Again a person who formerly resided in Calcutta and 
went away and subsequently returns after the 31st March will have no 
vote. But are we to trouble the draftsmen about these few individuals? 
We are dealing with classes. 

I cannot spend more time on this point, but I would contend that if 
Mr. Ghose is satisfied that the anomaly or disaster which he apprehends 
will not result from this change in the Bill, then I am sure he must agree 
that all the advantages are in favour of Mr. Cohen’s amendment. It is 
true that from the ideal point of view as I have already stated, the nearer 
you bring your date before Which the qualifications must accrue to the 
date of election, the better your roll will t>e, but we must consider also the 
administrative advantages. We are assured by the Corporation officials 
that there will be a great difficulty in preparing a correct electoral roll 
within the date which the present Bill fixes. 

Again, it is most essential that steps should be taken to bring the 
Legislative Council and the Municipal Electoral Roll as regards prepara- 
tion oh a common basis. The whole trend of legislation in England for 
t&eG&st 80 years has been to bring the Parliamentary and the Municipal 
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and other local electoral rolls into accord and *o have them prepared by 
one simultaneous process. It is most' important that we, in order to 
ear© money, both to Government and the Corporation, should aim at the 
same object. England introduced it years ago. Let us benefit by their 
experience and incorporate this system in our present Bill. I would, 
therefore, on behalf of Government, oppose both the amendments of 
Mr. Ghose, except I think that he has made a strong point in suggesting 
that payment must be made during the year in which the qualification 
accrues. This sets a premium on the prompt payment of the taxes and is 
the principle which has been recognised in other municipal legislation. I 
would, therefore, ask Mr. Cohen whether he would accept in place of his 
amendment a phraseology such as the following — which I hope may to 
some extent meet Mr. Ghose’s case. I would in place of the present 
proviso in the Bill propose that we should insert the following words 
<l Provided that such payment has been made during and in respect of 
the year or any portion of the year last preceding the election.” I want 
to insert the words M any portion of the year.” If a person has paid his 
tax in respect of six months, he will still enjoy the franchise and since the 
year for the purposes of the main Act means the financial year, the year 
preceding the election means the 12 months ending 31st March. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: I accept. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Before I go into the merits of 
the question, I have got a very serious charge to lay at the door of the 
Government. With the greatest respect to the Ilon'ble the Minister, I 
do not set* what the Corporation commissioners have done or what. thd 
Corporation have done to deserve this treatment which they have rwoivod 
from him. There was a Select Committee over this Bill. The Select 
Committee decided that it should be 30th September. To-day I find the 
Hon’ble the Minister making a statement that Government hav© changed 
their views and that they are going to change it to 31st of March with- 
out the slightest notice to us or even caring to consult us in the matter 
at all. I say that it is most unfortunate and we have done nothing to 
deserve this treatment. Of all persons, we, the Corporation of Cal- 
cutta, are interested in this Bill more than anybody else. We are in- 
terested even more than the Government. On this question, the interest 
of Government is the saving of a few rupees in connection with the poli- 
tical electoral roll and nothing more. If we, the Corporation of Calcutta, 
want that our year should end on 30th September or that it should be the 
year which should give the franchise and all that, I do not see any 
reason whatsoever why the Government should interfere in a matter like 
that. It is purely a domestic matter with us and I find Government 
standing up and opposing the Select Committee and accepting some- 
thing, perhaps, polishing my friend Mr. Cohen's amendment. Surely , 
this is very objectionable 
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The Hon’jble jEfir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: May I rise to 
offer a personal explanation ^rhich. I think would be appropriate at this 
stage ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, please. 

The Htn’bfe Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: My friend is 
surprised at the action of the Government in this connection. My friend 
will, I am sure, be the first to concede that Government has the right to 
change its -opinion in the light of facts which might be brought to its 
notice. Government would be obtuse and would not command 
respect, if it did not keep an open mind having regard to new 
facts which might be placed within its cognizance. We inquired into 
this matter very carefully and found that the administrative con- 
veniences were very great and also there were financial considers 
tions in favour of fixing the last date of the qualifying year on the 31st 
March. It is perfectly true that we fixed the 30th September as the last 
date, but then the financial aspect of the question and other 'Considera- 
tions relating to public and administrative conveniences were not brought 
to our notice. We realized them later on and then we thought that 
under the circumstances it was clearly our duty to modify the opinion 
expressed by the Select Committee. My friend makes a complaint that 
we did not consult him. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Not me, but the Corporation. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: You said “ Select 
Committee.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I did not say so. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: He said, that Government did not consult the 
Corporation. 

The Hon'ble 8ir 8U R EN DR A N ATH B AN E R J E A : Was it necessary 
for us to consult the Corporation having made up our mind in the light 
of the facts which were presented to us and presented to us from the 
point of view of the Corporation P Those facts were before the Corpora- 
tion. If in the light of those facts the Corporation chose to take a view 
different from our own, what was the good of consulting them? The 
facts upon which we changed our mind were facts which were fully 
known to the Corporation and it was no good consulting the Corporation 
when the premises before us and before the Corporation were the same. 

It is clear, therefore, that the indictment made against the Govern- 
ment is undeserved. Government kept an open mind and in view of the 
facts which had been brought to its notice, Government was fully entitled 
to modify its views. I hope, therefore, that my friend — I will not ask 
him to withdraw those allegations — at any rate will come to the conclu- 
sion that those allegations are undeserved and unfounded after the 
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explanation I have given. My point is ibi s, is it ofc is it not desirable 
from the point of view of administrative c^nyemeuce that the 31st of 
March should be fixed 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Is this not a speech? 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: I thought, Mr. Mallik, that you had finished. 

Babtft8URENDRA NATH MALLIK : No, I had only just commenced. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: I have been hearing a gieat deal about the sub- 
stitution of 31st of March for 30th oi September, but in the form of 
words sent up to me, I only see “ any portion < f the year last preceding 
the elections.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLLIK: The year being the official 
year, it ends on the 31st of March. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA:! was just going 
to say that Government is responsible for legislation and not the Cor- 
poration. We have shown the greatest possible deference to the views 
of the Corporation, but we cannot divest ourselves of the responsibility 
that we owe to this House. All legislation must be initiated by us and 
responsibility in regard to all legislation must rest with us; we cannot 
divest ourselves of it. In this matter the Corj>orat ion’s difference of 
opinion from that of Government may Ik* regarded as a piece of mis- 
fortune, but it was, }x*rhaps, inevitable. Ilaving regard to our resjwn- 
sibility we did what we thought best. Again, I repeat, that from the 
point of view of administrative convenience and having regard to finan- 
cial considerations we are fully justified in changing our mind and in 
deciding that the last day of the qualifying year should be the 31st of 
March and not 30th of September. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK : I had no idea that the Minister 
would make a speech ! 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It was in the 

nature of a personal explanation. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It has been rather lengthy for a personal 
explanation, Sir Suren dra Nath. 

Babu8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Naturally as the person is very 
big the explanation must be very big, though it satisfied nobody. What 
facts had you? What facts were placed before you which it was 
impossible for you to send down to the Corporation and ask their opinion 
on them? All the facts that were before you were also before the .Select 
Committee. What new inspiration have you received except that you 
were told by somebody that it was impossible for some person to make the 
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electoral roll ? I am not prepared, to accept it. If it has been said by any 
officer of the Corporation executive that it is impossible to make the 
electoral rolls after the 31st March, I do not subscribe to that view. 
Whether it was the view of the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman, who- 
ever the officer that might be, he has got to go if the commissioners wish 
that the dote should be fixed on the 30th September and the officer con- 
cerned cannot undertake to do that. That is the natural thing. There is 
no other way of looking at it. 

I now come to the question at issue. It is very unfortunate that a 
matter like this has been brought before the House, because it is precisely 
a matter for the Select Committee ; a matter like this should be considered 
in the Select Committee and it should not come back to the House in this 
fashion. My friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, has brought this about. So far 
as amendment No. 8 of Mr. D. C. Ghose is concerned I think there is con- 
siderable sense in that and I accept a portion of it, though the thing as a 
whole is not satisfactory. In view of the very large number of„persons, 
who during the first period of the year, viz., April to September, cannot be 
enfranchised after the 31st March, I thiuk this cannot bo accepted. It is, 
therefore, highly reasonable that the following should be inserted : — “Pro- 
vided that such payment be made during and in respect of the twelve 
months or part of the twelve months ending on the 30th September.’ * So 
far as Mr. Goode’s view is concerned I am afraid much of it is based o:i 
pure misapprehension. The present Act is referred to. What is in the 
present Act? Is it 31st March? Does it stand alone? It is controlled 
by Schedule IV which says that a person shall not be entitled to be 
enrolled in the municipal election roll as qualified to vote under any sub- 
clause or clause of section 37, unless he has paid in his own name 
before the 1st December immediately preceding the election all instal- 
ments of the consolidated rate and other municipal taxes due from him for 
the first two quarters of the financial year commencing from 1st April in 
which the election is held. It is quite time that uuless a man paid all the 
taxes due from him for the first two quarters of 1924 at the end of which 
an election is to he held apart from the fact that the rolls are published for 
the 31st March, he cannot be entitled to vote. Why should there be 
nothing like this I do not know. That is what the Corporation wanted. 
Only l*»c«use it has been said that the rolls cannot be made, I do not 
nccejit that proposition at all. The commissioners desire that the rolls 
should be as much up to date as possible. They are prepared to spend 
money for this. It is their buisness; why should you object? The only 
.objection is that you are going to make a Council roll and if yon make 
the two together it will mean so much less expense to Government. That 
is not the essence of the matter. It is left to us either to take it or to 
refuse it. The commissioners of the Corporation who represent the rate- 
payers desire that it should be up to the 30th September. Is there any 
intrinsic reason to show why it should be 31st March? That is an idea 
which I cannot possibly accept. There is no justification for any idea 
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like that. Mr. Goode has said nothing as to what would happen to 
men whose franchise will mature m these six months. A man living 
here may go to some other place, would he come to apply for his fran- 
chise from his new place P I must confess I am entitled to know more 
than Mr. Goode in this matter because I am a man who belongs to tlto 
community which has got to exercise its franchise. I am at Bhowani- 
pore in March or before March, then I go to Sham bazar; if I care for 
my franchise I am to vote at Bhowanipore for the previous quarter. 

Mr. $• W. COODEs You can vote as well in Shambazar. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Excuse me, I cannot accept 
that. I can only vote for some premises which I occupied. My name will 
appear at 2, Chandra Nath Chatterji's Street, if at all. I ask you, is it 
likely that a man who has left that place six months ago would care to 
come down to vote or even to apply for his franchise in Shambazar? In 
Calcutta people do change houses very frequently. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I rise to a point of order on a personal explana- 
tion. I still adhere to inv statement that even in the case which Mr. 
Mallik has instanced he will still vote in Shambazar althought the quali- 
cations appear in Bhowanipore. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I do not accept Mr. Goode s 
view at all. If this practice is to be allowed it will be a misfortune — a 
great misfortune. I find that having paid rent at Bhowanijjore if I go to 
Shambazar I am allowed to vote for Shambazar, where I may not possibly 
care to exercise the franchise at all. Is it at all likely that jteoplo will 
take any interest in an election like this? The only possible way of 
exercising our franchise actually is to vote for a candidate who stands for 
election from the locality in which I hold the vote. I think any other 
thing is not likely to create interest, whatever might be the machinery 
and whatever the mode of working. What is the reason for fixing 31st 
March as the last date? I think the only reason is that with the prepara- 
tion of the political electoral roll you can make the two together and save 
expense. First of all it cannot be done on one basis of qualification. 
Your basis of qualification for Council election is Its. 25 and the Corpora- 
tion's is Rs. 12. Something more has got to he done over and above that. 
There is an apprehension in the mind of Government, as is apparent from 
Mr. Goode's view, that if we are called upon to prepare the electoral roll 
on behalf of Government at any other time we will not do it properly. 
That is the Government way of looking at it. Is that something for which 
the recommendation of the Corporation on this behalf has got to be washed 
away? Is there any reason to show? What facts are there? Nothing 
at all. I, therefore, think that so far as amendment No. 8 of Mr. Ghose 
is concerned it might be accepted, because it enfranchises people between 
31st March and the 30th September. That serves our purpose very well 
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and so far a$ Mr. Cohen's amendment which Mr. Goode supports is con- 
cerned I think it should be rejected along with amendment No. 7 of 
Mr. Ghose. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: May I speak on Mr. Cohen’s amendment, Sir? 
This is different from mine. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Ghose. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: If my hon’ble friend, the Minister for Local Self- 
Government, will forgive me, I will venture to say that never have I wit- 
nessed an occasion except this when his marvellous and compelling 
eloquence has failed to convince those who have the privilege of hearing 
him. What are the facts? The Corporation of Calcutta made certain 
recommendations with regard to this matter. They made the same recom- 
mendations twice, once in connection with the original Bill and subse- 
quently in connection with the Bill which we are considering at present, 
and on both these occasions they suggested that the period should be taken 
to end with the 30th September preceding the election. When their 
recommendation came for the second time before the Select Committee 
which considered the Bill, the Hon’ble the Minister lent his powerful 
support to that recommendation, and, if I remember aright, ho did so on 
democratic grounds. The recommendation that the date should be 30th 
September was unanimously accepted by the Select Committee. The 
Hon’ble the Minister now tells us that new facts have been subsequently 
brought to his notioe which have made him change his mind. Well, Sir, 
if that be so, is it not right that the new facts should be placed before the 
Corporation? The Corporation have a right to know what those new facts 
are. They should be told what these new facts are and invited to express 
their opinion on those new facts — new facts which are going to change the 
mind of the Government ! I submit, Sir, that the Corporation have a 
legitimate grievance in this matter, and, as a member of the Corporation 
I should be failing in my duty, if I did not enter an emphatic caveat 
against the manner in which the Government have thought fit to deal with 
this matter. 

Mr. Goode has said that I am wrong in thinking that if the year 
ending 31st March were accepted, flat-owners and owners of bustee huts 
would be disenfranchised. I declare that I still adhere to my opinion, 
and my grounds are these. It is perfectly true that Occupiers of flats who 
would be in occupation of those flats before 31st March would be entitled 
to come into the Voters’ List, but take the men who would occupy the 
flats, say, from March to September, or the men who would be owners of 
huts in bustees during that period. If my proposal were accepted, viz., 
if the date or the outer limit of the qualifying period of payment were 
fixed as 30th September, then by paying rent for 6 consecutive months 
from March to September, or by reason of being owner of a hut in a 
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btutee for the same period, a man would be entitled to apply tQ the Execu- 
tive Officer to come into the V oters* List, But if you keep the 31st March 
as the date, then you practically take away with one hand what you are 
giving with the other, and will be disenfranchising a large number of 
people. I will not repeat the grounds that I have already stated in sup- 
port of my own proposal, and will conclude by saying that I hope that my 
proposal will be carried. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am rather surprised to 
hear the speech that has been made by Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik, and 
the indignant attitude which he has token against that of Govern- 
ment. I may at once tell you that I am also extremely surprised 
to find the change that has occurred in him during the last few days. 
I am sorry Mr. Mallik is not here but I must go on. 1 have in my 
hand a printed paper with a note by Mr. Mallik, the Chairman of the 
Calcutta Corporation. This paper was placed before the committee 
> which sat on the Municipal Bill, of which I was a member. In one 
portion of this note, sub-heading No. 9, the following lines occur: — 
“If only n few days are given for the preparation of the draft roll, 
as will be the case if the year ending 30th September is taken, it 
will be impossible to bring in or include all those who are entitled 
to the franchise. It will not be possible to include occupiers and 
hut owners who come under clauses (b) and (c) of section 20 of the 
new Act within the very short time that will be allowed for the pre- 
paration of the draft roll.” This is signed by Mr. S. N. Mallik. 
(Laughter.) Now my friend, Mr. Mallik, says that he is of opinion 
that if this is done it will disenfranchise a large number of people and 
it will not meet the requirements of the Corporation. Now, Sir, which 
of these two views are we to take seriously? The view which he has 
expressed in the note or the one which ho has just ex^essed in this 
Council? I again express my regret that he is not here. Then, again, 
in the printed minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Corpora- 
tion Committee in which I was present and Mr. Mallik presided as 
Chairman, it is stated that Mr. Kaitan moved that the year ending 
30th September preceding the election be adopted as the qualifying 
year. Three members voted in favour of Mr. Khaitan’s motion and 
four members (incfluding the Chairman) expressed themselves in 
favour of adopting the year ending 31st March as the qualifying year 
instead of 30th September, and then it was resolved that the com- 
mittee recommend that the year ending 31st March preceding the 
elections be adopted as the qualifying year instead of 30th Septem- 
ber. Mr. Mallik has certainly changed his opinion since then. All 
this happened in the committee meeting of the Corporation only a few 
days ago. Mr. D. C. Ghose now comes here and enters a strong pro- 
test on behalf of the Corporation. Might I ask him, why the recom- 
mendation of the committee arrived at after long and deliberate 
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consultation with the Deputy Chairman, the Assessor and a host of 
other officers is being sought to be nef, ..lived? 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITANc What was the decision of the 
Corporation. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Unfortunately, owing to ill- 
ness I was not present at the meeting of the Corporation when this 
point came for consideration. I hare heard that the recommendation 
of the committee was altogether done away with and the Corporation 
came to a different finding on this question. I do not suggest thaft 
the Corporation had no right to do so. Certainly it could do any- 
thing with the recommendations of the committee, but to oome here 
and say that, because the Corporation at the fag-end of the meeting 
did not accept the recommendations of the committee, nobody had any 
right to orer-ride the Corporation resolution is going too far. In 
my speech I do not like to take up your time by going into the merits 
of the question. *1, for myself, would rote in favour of 31st March. 
Mr. Khaitan argued that this would disenfranchise a lot of people, 
but may 1 ask Mr. Khaitan and Mr. D. C. Ghose why in extending the 
time they stop at 30th of September? Why not fix the 30th of Octo- 
ber? That may bring in a larger number of people to be voters. 
If you want to extend the franchise why not do that? Why not wait 
till the last day of the publication of the electoral roll? The Deputy 
Chairman again and again pointed out to us and impressed upon us 
the fact that if n correct list was to be prepared, his department must 
have adequate amount of time, and he had to undertake a great deal 
of work in his office for the preparation of the list. Such emphatic 
statement from such an important and responsible officer should be 
respected. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg to support the amend- 
ment of Mr. Cohen. Dr. Dutt has found fault with Mr. Mallik. I 
do not find fault with him. Whatever his personal views may be, I 
think, it is one of his primary duties to represent the views of the 
Corporation of Calcutta. The Corporation of Calcutta has undoubtedly 
expressed its opinion that the qualifying period should end with the 
30th September, but Dr. Dutt has rightly pointed out to us that 
• that meeting of the Corporation was thinly attended and 9 out of the 17 
commissioners who were present voted for and 8 voted against it. 
Mr. Mallik, as it appears from his note, dated the 14th July, which was 
placed before the Corporation, expressed the opinion that the period 
should end not on the 30th September but on the 31st March. As 
it appears from paragraph 12 of his statement “ the advantages to be 
gained by postponing the qualifying period till the 30th September 
of the year of election are not commensurate with the expenditure 
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involved and the disadvantages are so great that they will hardly 
compensate for the advantages to be gained. As a tnatter of fact 
the percentage of omission of new names in the electoral roll, 
year ending 31st March is taken as the qualifying year, will 
ably not be very large. ” So having regard to this private opinion of 
Mr. Mallik I think we would be justified in accepting the amendment 
of Mr. Cohen. The Deputy Chairman who is responsible for the pre- 
paration of electoral rolls is strongly of opinion that the period should 
end on the 31st March. As it appears from the note which was placed 
before the committee he is reported to have said ** having regard to 
all these difficulties, the simplest ami to my mind the only course is 
to take the year ending 31st March preceding the year of elections as 
the year, payment of rates or taxes in respect of which will qualify 
a person to be an elector. The preparation of the electoral rolls will 
then be simplified, otherwise there is risk of the work not being 
finished in due time, at any rate on this occasion.” I may Ik 4 allowed 
to say 1* have quoted the opinion of the Deputy Chairman l>ecause the 
duty of preparation of the electoral rolls has been delegated to him 
by the Chairman and he is responsible for the preparation of the elec- 
toral rolls. I think his suggestion should be accepted by the Council. 
He has said and I am also of the same opinion that it would be impos- 
sible for him to prepare a correct and complete electoral roll if the 
period does not end on the 31st March because we have lowered the 
franchise from Rs. 24 to Rs. 12, we have extended the franchise to 
women, we have extended the franchise to hut-owners as well as to 
tenants wli5 pay Rs. 25 per month as rent. So the number of elec- 
tors will not be less than three times the present number; and under 
section 20 the hut-owners and the tenants I have referred to would not 
be entitled to vote unless and until they apply for tlio registration 
of their names and unless and until their applications are inquired 
into and heard by the officer in charge. It will take certainly not 
less, than 2 months. Therefore, it is practically impossible for the 
Deputy Chairman to complete the electoral rolls unless his sugges- 
tion is accepted. Mr. Goode is of opinion that the amendment of 
Mr. Cohen should be accepted. He was the Deputy Chairman and 
Chairman of the Corporation for a long time ; he knows how to prepare 
the electoral rolls and his opinion deserves special consideration in our 
hands. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President left the Chair which 
was taken by Mr. Deputy-President.] 

B abll DEBI PROSAD KHAITANl Of all the surprises that have 
been flung upon this House the greatest is the change in the attitude 
of Government on this question that we have seen to-day. When the, 
original Bill came before this House on the recommendation of the 
Corporatism , Government accepted the suggestion that the qualifying 
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year should end on 30th September and not on 31st March. This 
acceptance by the Government came rather regretfully to certain sitting 
commissioners. The reason wliy certain sitting commissioners of the Cor- 
poration were crying tor 31st March instead of the 30th September was 
not the difficulty of preparing the electoral roll, but the desire on their 
part to make the roll continue with the same names as much as possible as 
elected them in the last election. If, instead of 30th September, 31st 
March is fixed as the last data of the qualifying year, everybody knows 
perfectly well what difficulties there will be in getting people to bring 
forward their cluims, because a person who happened to live in Sham- 
bazar on the 31st March may have subsequently shifted to Bhowanipore 
and may not certainly be available to forward his claim to be included 
in the electoral roll for that year. Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has 
followed the example of the English attorney who having a bad case gave 
instructions to his Counsel to abuse the attorney on the other side. 
That is only what he has done in this case. Mr. Dutt has stated that 
he was present at a meeting of the Special Committee of the Corpora- 
tion at which Mr. Mallik, the Chairman of the meeting, voted in favour 
of the year ending 31st March. "With all the esteem that I have for 
Dr. Dutt, he should not have been guilty of suppressio reri in not 
having told us that the Chairman in voting for 31st March expressly 
pointed out that although his personal views were in favour of 30th 
September he was simply voting as the Chairman as the head of his 
office and voted for 31st March, because the Deputy Chairman wanted 
31st March for his purpose. These things are not recorded but are 
certainly not unknown to the Rai Bahadur. My friend knows perfect- 
ly well that he should not screen himself behind the records. The 
history of the agitation began with a note by the Deputy Chairman 
who stated that it would be very difficult to prepare the electoral roll 
if the 30th September were accepted as the last date. Before that 
everybody accepted the position that the 30th September should be 
the last date. At a meeting of the Special Committee not only the 
Deputy Chairman but also the Assessor of the Corporation were pre- 
sent, and* the Assessor was of opinion that it was quite feasible to 
prepare the electoral roll if the qualifying year ended on the 30th Sep- 
tember, and not 31st March. Much has been made of the fact that 
the Corporation was very sparsely attended on the date when the 
matter was considered. My esteemed friends Mr. Cohen, Dr. Hari- 
dhan Dutt and Mr. Addy should be thankful that the Corporation was 
thinly attended, because if it had been fully attended, I am sure 
this proposition would have been carried not by a majority of one, 
but at least by a majority of a score, and these arguments now put 
forward would not have been put forward at all. Now consider the 
difficulties of the electors and the new candidates who oome forward 
for election to the Corporation if the date be fixed as the 31st March, 
and not 30th September. I would appeal to my European friends in 
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this House to consider the situation.' European gentlemen as well as 
Indians change their residence from place to place in a city like 
Calcutta. If the 31st March be accepted a6 the date, it is not possible 
for intending candidates to go to the person who was occupying a 
particular house on the 30th September. The candidate cannot go to 
his constituency till some time after the 31st March, and therefore, 
unless the intending candidate can go to his constituency and' get the 
claimants to put forward their claims, it will not be possible for people 
who live in a house after the 31st March, but who lived in unother 
before the 30th September, to put forward their claims. It is no use 
saying that it is not the candidate’s business to have these claims put 
forward. We must face facts as they stand; we must face the situation 
that it is not the electors who will conic forward voluntarily and put 
forward their claims; but the fact remains that it is the candidate’s 
business to approach the voters and get them to send in their claims, 
as also *to record their votes. If we face these facts, whatever the 
law may be, it is a stern and hard fact that we must appreciate the 
situation that if we accept the 31st March instead of the 30th Septem- 
ber, a new person who wants to go into the Corporation will be placed 
at the greatest disadvantage in comparison with the sitting commis- 
sioner. 

I)r. Haridhan Dutt has put forward the argument that if you accept 
the 30th Septeml>er, why not accept the 30th October or the 31st 

October. He knows perfectly well that dulls are prepared in the 

Corporation for oven’ quarter, and if the date fixed as 30th Septem- 
ber has got to be accepted, it cannot lie any date between the 30th 

September and the 31st December. The 31st December is admitted 
by everybody to be too late a date to prepare the electoral roll, and 
therefore to make the electoral roll as recent as possible, as up-to*- 
date as possible, and as full as possible, the latest date that can lie 
accepted is the 30th September, and that is the reason why the Cor- 
poration, not once but twice, has recommended to the Government 
that the 30th September should bo retained as the last date for the 
qualifying year. We are in days of progress, we hope to advance 
to a time when the franchise will be conferred upon every adult. We 
should progress to that end. Let the franchise .be exercised by as 
many as possible, and set our face against any attempt that may be 
made to stay our progress. Large numbers of electors really cannot 
exercise their right of vote simply because in the interests of some 
sitting commissioners it will be found possible that this list should 
be prepared as late and unchanged as possible. In these circumstances 
I hope the House will not accept the amendment put forward by 
Mr. Cohen, and will stick to their earlier decision that the 30th Septem- 
ber should be the last date. 

What does it concern my friends Dr. Haridhan Dutt or Mr. Cohen 
if it is found impossible to prepare a general electoral roll if the 30th 
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September is fixed as the last date? The Chairman, supported by his 
subordinate officers, will be entrusted with the duty of preparing the 
electoral roll; if he comes forward and says it is quite possible and 
practicable to prepare the electoral roll on the 31st September, how 
does it concern my friends Dr. Dutt and Mr. Cohen, what has induced 
them to come forward and say that it will be impossible to prepare 
the electoral roll? My friend Mr. Addy says that Mr. Goode, who was 
the Deputy Chairman and the Chairman of the Corporation for some 
years knows the inside working of that institution; he is talking of 
the past, I stand on the present, and I say, with the authority of the 
present Chairman of the Corporation, with the knowledge and energy 
that he has got, it is quite possible to prepare the electoral roll within 
the 30th September instead of the 31st March. It is a credit to 
the Corporation ; and I see no reason why Mr. Addy should have thought 
fit to advance the argument that because a certain gentleman who was 
an officer of the Corporation about 8 years ago, who had tke honour 
of working in the Corporation for 8 or 9 years, with his knowledge of 
the past time, comes forward and says it might not be easy and prac- 
ticable to prepare the electoral roll ; I do not see why we should adopt 
his argument in support of the proposition for which he is standing, 
if there is any real strength in that proposition. 1 hope Mr. Addy has 
even now changed his mind, and will allow the franchise to be exercised 
by as many people as possible, in order that we may make progress. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI : I move that 
the question be now put. 

The motion was not accepted. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: There has been, 
I am afraid, very unnecessary heat in connection with this debate, and 
it seems to me that everybody has been more or less inconsistent, but it 
is Government alone that lias been accused of inconsistency. Take the 
Chairman, Mr. Mallik, for instance. It appears from the report that 
has just been read out by Dr. Haridhan Dutt, that he was at one time in 
favour of the 31st March, but that he has changed his opinion and is now 
in favour of the 30th September; he is quite enthusiastic about it; having 
changed his mind and become a convert to the new view be is inspired 
with the zeal of a new convert and a fanatic. And in regard to this 
matter, I desire to say that the Deputy Chairman and the Chairman hold 
conflicting views. I had an opportunity of discussing the matter with 
the Deputy Chairman ; and I ask the Council to remember that it is the 
Deputy Chairman who is responsible for the preparation of the electoral 
roll and he thinks and told me personally in an interview that I had with 
him, that it is difficult and almost impracticable to work out a satisfactory 
electoral roll with the 30th of September as the last day. Whose opiniofl 
am I to accept? The opinion of the Chairman who has nothing to do 
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with the electoral roll or the opinion of the Deputy Chairman whose 
business it is to prepare the roll? The administrative difficulties are 
very serious and if we do not meet them, they must impair the value of 
the electoral roll. If, therefore, fhe Deputy Chairman who is respon- 
sible for the preparation of the electoral roll is of opinion that the 30th 
September is an impossible and impracticable date, am I not bound to 
accept that view having regard to the difficulties of the situation P If, 
under these difficulties the electoral roll is prepared, with the 30th Sep- 
tember as the last date, it would be unsatisfactory. Therefore for 
reasons of administrative convenience Government was bound to change 
its opinion. It is the duty of the Government to consult the Corporation; 
Government however is responsible for legislation and not the Corpora- 
tion. Government felt that in the discharge of this responsibility and 
having regard to the information placed at its disposal, it was their 
bounden duty to fix the 31st March as the last day. I hope and trust 
that theJBouse will accept the view and reject the amendment moved to 
the contrary’. 

The motions standing in the name of Mr. D. C. Ghose were then 
put and lost. 

The motion standing in the name of Mr. Cohen was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following modified amendment moved by Mr. Goode was then 
put and agreed to: — 

“ That for the proviso to sub-clause (a) ( iii ) of clause 8, the follow- 
ing be substituted : — 

‘ Provided that such payment has been made during and in 
respect of the year (or any portion of the year) last 
preceding the year in which the election is held/ ” 

Mr. D. 4 . COHEN: I move that in clause 8(b), lines 9 and 10, for 
the words and figures “ the twelve months ending the 30th September 
immediately 99 the words “ the year last 99 be substituted. 

I also move that in clause 8(6), line 13, for the words “ twelve 
months 99 the word “ year ” be substituted. 

These amendments are consequential to amendment No. 9. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: With your permission I should like to modify 
the amendments in the following form. We accept the principle of the 
amendments : — 

“ That in clause 8(6), lines 9 and 10, for the words and figures 
* the twelve months ending the 30th September immediately 
preceding the election ' the words * the year last preceding 
the year in which the election is held ’ be substituted . 99 

“ That in clause 8(6), line 13, for the word * twelve months ’ the 
word 4 year ' be substituted/' 
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Mr. 0. J. COHEN: I accept the amendment of Mr. Goode. 

Mr. 0. C. CH08E: I move that in clause 8(b) at the end of the pro- 
posed sub-clause (b) the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“ Provided that the application to the Executive Officer shall be 
made not later than the 30th September immediately preced- 
ing the election or such other date as the Executive Officer 
may notify in this behalf.’ , 

May I have your permission to move item 15 also, along with this, 
SirP 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Balm 8urendra Nath Ray): Yes.“u 
may. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: I move (hat in clause 8(c) at the end of the 
proposed sub-clause (c) the following proviso be added, namely.: — 

“ Provided that the application to the Executive Officer shall be 
made not later than the 30th September immediately pre- 
ceding the election or such other date as the Executive Officer 
may notify in this behalf.” 

I understand that Government i* going to accept this, so I shall not 
detain the Council by making a speech. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Gov< ‘rnment accept Mr. Cohen’s and Mr. Gbose’s 
amendments with slight verbal changes as follows : — 

In clause 8(b ) — 

(a) in the proposed sub-clause (5)— 

( i ) in lines 9 and 10, for the words “ the twelve months 
ending the 30th September immediately preceding 
the election ” the words “ the year last preceding 
the year in which the election is held ” ; and 
(if) in line 13, for the words “ twelve months ” the word 
“ year ” l>e substituted; and 

(b) at the end of the proposed sub-clause (b) the following be 

added, namely : — 

“ Provided that the application to the Executive Officer 
shall be made not later than the 30th September 
immediately preceding the election or such other 
date as the Executive Officer may notify in this 
behalf; or ” 

Babli DEB I PR 08 AD KHAITAN : I rise to oppose the amendments. 
I am again surprised that Government has accepted these amendments, 
and that Mr. Ghose has thought fit to move them at all. What will be the 
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remit ? Let the result here be what ii likes, but it will have a very in- 
jurious result so far as the preparation of the final electoral roll is con- 
cerned. What will happen is this: if these amendments are accepted, 
all claims must be filed before the 30th September. Ordinarily the pre- 
liminary roll is not published before the 1st of November, and then time 
is allowed to persons whose names are not included in the preliminary roll 
to come forwaid and have their names registered and that is just the 
reason why time is allowed for the filing of claims and objections, and 
subsequently for the hearing of these. If these amendments are accepted, 
people must shoot their arrows in the dark, and come forward with their 
claims before the preliminary roll is published. Is this the attitude Gov- 
ernment is going to take up? Is this what the Government is going to 
expect not only of the voter* but also of the candidates? I am sure Gov- 
ernment should r< u*ider the effect of this on t lie elections and the prepara- 
tion of the preliminary and final rolls. What is the good if application 
is to be made before the 30th September? What is the advantage of the 
publication of the preliminary roll? What is the advantage of the pub- 
lication of the final roll? What is the advantage of allowing time for 
the hearing of claim.* and objections, and what will be the effect of 
the hearing of claims and objections? These are the very grounds on 
which this House has, a minute ago, necepted that the qualifying year 
should end on the 31st March and not on 30th September, because if the 
30th September lie accepted as the date, sufficient time has not l>een 
allowed for the publication of the preliminary roll, and subsequently for 
the filing of claims and objections, and for the hearing of them. If the 
Government is going to stick to this attitude, I hope it will give further 
consideration to thU before deciding finally to accept these amendments. 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Mr. Khaitan has suggested that by virtue of 
these amendments the procedure governing the submission and the 
bearing of applications under the ordinary election rules will be made null 
and avoid. I submit that this is not the case. These amendments relate 
to applications definitely referred to in sections 20 < h) and (r), and 
these must be made within the 30th September, but they will not affect 
the elaborate procedure governing the preparation of the roll which is 
prescribed by rule. I think the objection is not well taken. 

Secondly, Mr. Khaitan has charged us with inconsistency so far as 
we at one time objected to the qualifying year ending on the 30tb Sep- 
tember because it will throw too heavy a strain on the administrative 
machinery of the Corporation. Now he says we are leaving open till 
the 30th .September, the opportunity of filing objections to any person 
who wishes to make oue. In the first place I would point out that these 
objections are limited to occupiers of premises and owners of bustee 
huts under section 20 (b) and (c). The Deputy Chairman will be, to 
eome extent, relieved of the task of preparing the main volume of 
the electoral roll which he may have begun if he likes on the let January 
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of the year preceding be election. He will, therefore, be left with 
several months in hand to deal with applications tinder sub-clauses (6) 
and (c). In these circumstances there is no inconsistency in our atti- 
tude and I would support the amendments put forward by Mr. Qhose. 

Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITANs May I be permitted to say a few 
words P 

Mr. DEPUTY-PR ESI DENT: If it be by way of personal explana- 
tion, you may. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN : I wish to say that Mr. Goode 

Mr. DEPUTY-PR E8I DENT: I cannot allow that. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: If this is accepted, may I ask Mr. Goode whether 
in accepting the 31st of March, it means that 3 months* time will be 
given to people to apply to the authorities? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE : It means that the main body of the electors will 
be automatically, so to speak, entered in the rolls of the Corporation,, 
their qualifications being ascertained by the election staff without appli- 
cations being filed but anyone else who is the owner of a bustee hut or 
a tenant under sub-clause {b) must make an application to have his name- 
entered in the roll, and he has until the 30th September to make it. 

The motions standing in the name of Mr. D. J. Cohen were then 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motions standing in the name of Mr. D. C. Ghose were then,, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The modified amendments moved by Mr. Goode were then put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. D. d. COHEN: I move the following amendments : — 

“ That in clause 8(c), lines 4 and 5, for the words and figures <A the 
twelve months ending the 30th September ’ the words * the 
year last * be substituted.’* . 

“ That in clause &{c) y line 14, for the words ‘ twelve months * the 
word * year ’ be substituted. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Government accept Mr. Cohen’s proposal but 
would suggest a different phraseology for the amendments urged. I 
would suggest that in clause 8(c), lines 4 to 6, for the worth* and figure* 
4 * the twelve months ending the 30th September preceding the election 
the words “ the year last preceding the year in which the election i» 
held ” be substituted, and that in clause 8(c), line 14, for the word* 
41 twelve months ** the word “ year ” be substituted. 
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Also that at the end of the proposed sub-clause (c) the following be 
added, namely*— 

“ Provided that the application to the Executive Officer shall be 
made not later than the 30th September immediately preced- 
ing the election or such other date as the Executive Officer 
may notify in this behalf/ * 

The motion of Mr. fi. J. Cohen wa9 then, by leave of the Council* 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Goode's amended motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr, DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; The question is that clause 8, aa 
amended, do stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


’ . Clause 9. 

Mr, DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 9 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr, DEPUTY-PRESIDENT* The question is that the preamble 
stand part of Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I beg to move 

that the Bill, as amended by the Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President returned to the Chamber and 
took the Chair. ] 


The St. Thomas’ School Bill, 1923. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHI RAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: I beg to present the Report of the Select Committee on the 
St. Thomas’ School Bill, 1923, and to move that the said report be taken 
into consideration. There is no need for me to make any speech now. 
The report is unanimous and I wish to take this opportunity to thank the 
non-official members for the great assistance they have rendered us as well 
as to the Governors of the School for their valuable advice. 

I now beg to present the Report and to move that it be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHI RAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN : I move that the Bill, as amended by the Select Committee* 
be passed. 



*06 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


16th Atto. 


Mr. W. L. CAREY: May I ask the indulgence of the Council for a 
few minutes ? I am a Governor of the School for the- reconstitution of 
which this Council is being asked to pass this Bill. This historic institu- 
tion, the Calcutta Free School, which is a necessary part of the life of this 
«itv, and consequently of this province, has been a landmark and of in- 
estimable value now for a great length of years, as is well known to the 
members of the Council. Institutions of this kiad are an essential part 
of the life of any great community quite apart from their educational 
value, for the part they play in turning poor and destitute children into 
healthy and useful citizens, and this particular school has taken its full 
•share in this work. 

The times through which we are passing have dealt not too kindly with 
this institution, as with many others, and a short time ago the Governors 
found themselves faced with an experience not uncommon to-day with 
institutions of all kinds, from Governments downwards, of a recurring 
deficit in the budget and of falling revenue. This Bill remodels the 
constitution of the school wherever necessary and gives power to the 
Governors to deal with its properties in a manner which we hope may to 
«ome extent enable them to improve the situation. The school has pro- 
perties in Calcutta which at one time seemed saleable, and may with 
improving conditions be so again before long and in order to provide a por- 
tion of the means for carrying on the school, and if possible for providing 
an Endowment Fund, power is required to sell these properties and 
transfer the school to lands elsewhere in or near Calcutta, Kidderpore for 
instance, for the otter of which we are indebted to the Government of 
Bengal, when they can be taken up. 

I trust the Council will give the assistance required for realising this 
object by the passing of the Bill. 

This, however, is not all I would like to say. I see that there are to 
be no supplementary grants this year for this or any similar institutions. 
We are, I suppose, obliged to accept this situation until the Government 
oan show a balanced budget, but a sufficiency of these grants, are for such 
echools, as also for Indian schools, necessary to enable them in thejj»ivrn 
to balance their budget. W e have also, in common with other much more 
mighty institutions, such as Governments, Universities, and so forth, 
attacked our financial problems by the aid of a Retrenchment Committee 
end have instituted many stringent cuts. The necessity for this method 
«! dealing with schools, particularly perhaps free schools, is deeply to be 
regretted, because I think all my honourable fellow-members will agree 
that the right attitude towards education should be always advance and 
improvement and not retrenchment and cutting down. I would, there- 
fore, urge the Government and the Council at the earliest possible moment 
to give us full grants, and to let the question of Education Grants be one 
for the earliest reconsideration possible, because only so can we assure to 
the rising generation whether Indians, Europeans, Anglo-Indians the 
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right form of education, and enough of it, to enable them to make their 
way in the world as citizens of full worth to the province to which they 
belong, and so avoij as far as possible the cry of non-employment and 
distress of which we have heard so much of late. 


I would beg to support the request to the Council to accept and pass the 
Bill as laid before them by the Hon’ble the Member. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Municipal Bill, 1923. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I ask for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Municipal Bill. In so doing I have to repeat a 
complaint which I made on another occasion in connection with the 
Calcutta Municipal Act. As in the ca^e of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 
so in regard to the Bengal Municipal Act, its revision has been long over- 
due. This Act was placed on the Statute Book so far back ns the year 
1884. In other words 40 years have elapsed since the enactment of the 
Bengal Municipal Act and in the meantime vast and stupendous changes 
have taken place in our local conditions, in our sanitary ideals and in our 
general outlook in regard to public affairs. As my friend to my left 
informs me, our standard of life has also risen, but the Bengal Municipal 
Act occupies the same ground as it did 40 years ago. We have done 
-little or nothing to improve it. The Bill which I have the honour to 
intioduce is a progressive but not a revolutionary measure. We build 
upon tbe old foundations and we broaden and improve them. The Bill 
ma\* be divided into two parts — constitutional and administrative. Wo 
make a distinct advance upon the constitutional as well as on the admin- 
istrative side. There are two schedules attached to the Bengal Municipal 
Act with which we are all familiar. In my younger days I used to call 
them Black Lists. Schedule No. 1 contains the names of municipalities 
supposed to l>e backward in which all the commissioners are nominated. 
Schedule No. 2 contains the names of municipalities of which the chair- 
men are nominated. We propose to abolish these lists; in other words 
we propose to extend the elective system to all municipalities and allow 
them to elect their chairmen and their commissioners, subject to one 
reservation — that in all mill areas the system of nomination shall pre- 
vail, provided that where there is a population in the fringe are uncon- 
nected with the industries, they would have an electorate of their own to 
represent them. Nor is it the only advance that we make in the Bill 
under consideration. The percentage of elected members has been 
raised in the Bill from two-thirds to three-fourths and in some cases to 
four-fifths and the names of these municipalities are given in the sche- 
dule. In this connection the question of control is important. The 
policy of the Bill is to relax all internal control and to exercise control 
from without. That was the underlying principle of Lord Ripon’a 
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famous declaration of May, 1882. That was also th^fundame ntal prin- 
ciple which Lord Morley enunciated in 1909. There mm*t be control 
exercised by Government because we are conferring’ * very large 
powers upon these municipalities and we must see to it tKat these 
powers are properly and effectively exercised without any abuse 
of any kind. I ask the Council not to be alarmed at the idea of Govern- 
ment control. Who is to exercise that control ? It is to be exercised by 
the Minister. What is the position of the Minister? He is responsible to 
the Legislative Council; and, therefore, if you analyse the situation it 
comes to this — that in the last resort the control is vested in thiB Council* 
You will be the controlling authority and your agent will be the Minister 
in charge. I may add that even in England in the democratic munici- 
palities of Great Britain control of the most drastic kind is exercised by 
the Local Government Board — more drastic than anything which we have 
provided in this Bill. 

I now come to the question of finance. Here we have abolished the 
tax on persons. It is a tax which is unfair in its incidence and unsatis- 
factory in its working, for the simple reason that the personal element 
comes into prominence in the administration of the tax. We desire to 
supplement the resources of the municipalities and we have given them 
power to raise the percentage of rates and taxes and also we have included 
matters of taxation which formerly were not incorporated in the municipal 
law — taxes on professions, callings and trades — and we have given them 
the right to impose other taxes that they may think fit, subject to the 
sanction of Government. I hope that it would be possible for the muni- 
cipalities to make very considerable use of these financial powers, and that 
they will be able in consequence to add to their resources and to justify the 
enlarged authority which will be placed in their hands. 

Then there is the question of assessment and in regard to it I desire to 
my that the present method of assessment is the weakest part of municipal 
administration in Bengal. I was for 33 years chairman of a mufassal 
municipality and I may say that the only part of the work which I did 
not like, which gave me a pang of conscience, was with regard to the 
assessments. The assessments are made by the commissioners themselves 
or by assessors deputed by Government and then objections are heard 
by a committee consisting of the commissioners. You can understand 
what the result would be. This state of things prevailed in the Calcutta 
Corporation. We have remedied that. What we propose to do is to 
provide in the Bill a panel of assessors, indepedent men, who would be 
experts, and the revising committee will consist of the Chairman, a 
commissioner and a representative of the Government. A committee 
thus constituted might be expected to be more independent than the 
present Appeal Committees. 

I do not think that I should detain you much longer. Very large 
powers have been entrusted to these municipalities under the Bill — 
powers for the regulation of water-supply and drainage, for the control ol 
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food -stuffs and milk supplies, for the prevention of infectious diseases, for 
the registration of births and deaths and for the extension of primary 
education. 1 fully realise that these powers will not be extended to all 
municipalities. Chapters 6 to 9, which contain the most progressive 
■sections, will be extended to the more advanced municipalities with the 
sanction of Government. But I claim that this Bill will serve as a model 
to work up to. In this connection I may add that I invited a conference 
of Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of several municipalities to consider some 
of the important provisions of this Bill and they generally blessed the 
measure. I fully hope that the Bill will be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee during the early part of the session of the new Council so that the 
report of the Select Committee may be submitted about this time next 
year and the Bill passed into law in the cold weather of 1924. 

Sir, to this Council belongs the credit of having given to Calcutta a 
Corporation with democratic ideals and a democratic constitution. I 
trust thai the still higher honour will belong to the next Legislative 
Council, namely, that it will place, if this Bill becomes the law of the 
land, our municipal institutions in the mufassal upon a sound and satis- 
factory basis and upon liberal lines, aud make them broad-based upon the 
will of the people. 

With these words I ask for leave to introduce the Bill. 


Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI : I rise to oppose the introduction of this 
Bill. I oppose the introduction not because this Bill is based on a 
democratic basis, not because the elective element will be more than 
what it is now, but because I find that in that democracy the MuEam- 
rnadan interest is not at all adequately safeguarded. Sir, I was very 
much pained when I read the several sections of the Bill and I could 
not find any provision for safeguarding the interests of the Muham- 
madans in the municipalities. It is also very curious that though in 
the Calcutta Corporation a certain number of seats was reserved for 
Muhammadans — the only dispute was whether it should be by mixed 
’electorate or by separate electorate — in the Bengal Municipal Bill we 
are at a loss to find out any recognition of the Muhammadan community 
*o far as mufassal municipalities are concerned. Sir, it is also very 
surprising that the Bill is being introduced in this Council when 
•everybody knows that it cannot be passed into law by this Council, 
when everybody knows that it will have to be reintroduced, referred to 
a Select Committee and passed into law by the new Council which will 
•come into existence in 1924. What then, is the object of introducing 
this Bill in the present Council ? I wanted to find out as to what was 
the motive of Government in introducing this Bill at the fag end of 
the life of this Council. It seems to me that Government wants this 
Council to commit itself to a certain principle of policy and I protest 
against it. "When the Bill is to be passed by the new Council it ought 
to be introduced in the new Council after the elections and then it will 
be for the new Council to decide whether such a Bill is to be passed. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Sabeb, all these matters will be threshed 
out in the Select Committee during the second reading. These are 
all matters of detail. All lhat is asked now is permission to introduce 
the Bill. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I point out that elause 
18 does provide for Muhammadan representation ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: My object in 
introducing this Bill now is to procure for it a wide circulation, so 
that it may be before the country for a long time and then when it is 
referred to the Select Committee, that committee will be in a position 
to discuss this measure along with the public opinion on it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You will get your opportunity afterwards, 
Maulvi Saheb, and you will be able to press all your objections then. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: I am fully conscious of the several stages 
through which the Bill will have to pass and I am also fully conscious 
«■ of the powers of the new Council to discuss the matter over again. I 
am fully aware of it but I base my objection to the introduction of 
the Bill not on the question of details but on the question of a vital 
principle. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What you are doing now is to oppose the intro- 
duction of this Bill. In That case you mean that you do not want any 
such Bill at all. This is quite a different point of view. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: That is exactly my position. So far as 
the Muhammadan community is concerned the position is absolutely 
clear and it is this. The Muhammadans do want Swaraj but that Swara j 
in which the Hindus and Muhammadans will have their respective rights 
and in which the Muhammadan interest as well as the Hindu interest 
will be adequately safeguarded. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is a pure matter of detail and it has got 
nothing to do with the moTion to introduce the Bill. Frankly, I do not 
see the relevancy of your remarks. 

Mr, 8YED NA8IM ALI: My position is this. If in any particula] 
Bill or measure I find that the principle of communal representation if 
not accepted or recognised, I will Oppose the introduction of such i 
Bill. That is my point, and that is the point which I am trying tc 
impress upon the Council, namely, that I will oppose any measure foj 
Swaraj until I am fully conscious that that Bill or measure recognise* 
the existence of the Muhammadans as a community in this province. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta and Maulvi Yaquinuddin Ahmed rose U 
continue the debate but the Hon’ble the President ruled that no furthe: 
speeches could be allowed. 



GOVERNMENT BILLS, 


211 


Mr. 8YED NASIM ALI: I have not finished, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I thought you had finished. You know 
Maulvi Sahib tha? all that you are entitled to is a short speech in 
opposition. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: Mr. Mallik has referred to two clauses 
which provide for Muhammadan representation, but I find that in these 
two clauses in the Bill the principle of communal representation has 
not been accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that you press your opposition. 

Mr. 8YED NASIM ALI: Yes. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE8. 


Banarjea, thtf Hon'bla tlr Surandra Nath. 
Banarjea, Or. Pramathanath. 

Ball, Mr. J. W. A. 

Blrlcy, Mr. L. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Coopar, Mr Charlas Q. 

Oat, Mr. I. R. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Da, Ral Bahadur Fanlndraiar 
Oty, Mr. C. C. 

Donald, tha Hon'bla Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Outt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faropul, Mr. K. a M. 

Ghose, Ral Bahadur Jogandra Chunder. 
Goode, Mr. t. W. 

Hornall, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlngford, Mr. G. T. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon'bla tha. 

Mallik, Babu Burandra Nath. 


i Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MoCay, Lt.-Col. David. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra 
Mlttar, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

Mukarjaa, Mr. I. C. 

Mukharjl, Babu latlth Chandra. 

Mukharjl, Profassor t. C. 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra. 
Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Ralkat, Mr. Prasanna Dob. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Pay, Kumar Ihlb Shakhareswar. 

Ray Cheudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
RobarUon, Mr. F. W. 

Rota, Mr. G. F. 

Roy, Mr. Bljoyprotad llngh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll llngh. 
larkar, Babu Jogaah Chandra, 
gtnha, Babu furondra Narayan. 
fktnner, Mr. H. E. 
gtephenaon, tha Hon'bla Mr. H. L. 
Stuart-WllJIams, Mr. I. C- 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Travara, Mr. W. L> 

Vllllart, Mr. F. E. E. 


NOES. 


Altai, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Watlmuddln. 
Ahmad, Maulvi Raft Uddln. 

Ahmad, Mauhrl Yakulnuddln. 

Ahmad, Mr. M. 

AN, Mr. lyad Naalm. 

Arhamuddln, Mauhrl Khandakar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khoraja Mohamad. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Hatzar 
Rahman. 


Chaudhurl, Mauhrl fhah Muhammad. 
Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. 

Haq, Shah gy ad Emdadul. 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamltf'Ud*dln. # 
Khan, Maulvi Md. Raflqua Uddln. 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl 
Muhammad Erahad All. 
latam, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Abdut. 


The Ayes being 53 and the Noes 18, the motion was carried. 
The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 
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The Bengal Tea-Cantons Public HMKh Bill, IBIS. 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I more for 
leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the control and sanitation of 
tea-garden areas in Bengal. 

Sir, just a word or two with regard to the object of this Bill. It 
has been said — suggested at any rate — that there is no occasion for a 
Bill of this kind having regard to the fact that we have got the district* 
boards and they can deal with matters of sanitation, etc., in the tea- 
gardens. What we want however is a combined and properly equipped 
organization to oombat diseases in the tea-gardens, and a board such as 
the one proposed in the Bill is exactly the machinery for work of this kind. 
The organization will be independent of the district board but will con- 
sist of the representatives of the tea-planting interest of the District 
board, of jotedars y and of the Government. The district board will 
make a contribution not exceeding the sum realised as Public Works 
•Cess in connection with the particular area covered by the operations 
of the board. In the appointment of the medical officer Government 
will have a determining voice. We propose to circulate the Bill an<T 
I hope it will be passed next year. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

[The Council here adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE" On behalf of the Hon’ble the Minister, I move 
to introduce a Bill further to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government 
Act of 1885. 

In the absence of the Hon’ble the Minister I ask leave to introduce 
this Bill. The members of this House are aware it is merely an emer-, 
gent measure which deals with the few sections which for sometime 
past have been considered for amendment. We hope to introduce early 
next year a consolidating Bill. I need not refer in detail to fhe pro- 
posals which were discussed at the last District Board Conference while 
portions were published in the Press. I therefore formally move ttie 
motion. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read ’the title of the Bill. 

w 

DEMANDS PON BRANTS. 

Report of Committee on Public Aooounts. 

The Hon’Me Mr. 4 . DONALD: The Committee on Public Accounts 
has presented the Appropriation Report on the Accounts of the Bengal 
Presidency for the year 1921-22 detailing the expenditure in excess of 
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the amounts Toted by the Legislative Council and they see no objection 
to these sums being provided by an excess vote. The first report of the 
Committee on Public Accounts relating to the statement of excesses 
for the year ending the 31st March, 1922, has been placed in the hands 
of members. I have nothing to add to that statement and I now 
move that the sums mentioned in the statement be granted. 

^ The motion was put and agreed to. 

5- — Land Revenue, 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWANi I move that a sum of Its. 17,054 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “ 5. — Land Revenue M in connection with 
the introduction of a certificate procedure in the Mahishadal Raj 
Estate. 

The reason for this will be found in the Memorandum circulated to 
all the members of the Legislative Council and I have nothing further 
to add. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

22. — General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I move that a sum of 
Rs. 40,500 be granted for exj>en(TTture under the head “ 22. — General 
Administration ” in connection with a new metre-gauge bogie saloon- 
carriage for His Excellency. 

The Memorandum has already been circulated on the subject. The 
carriage was finished last year and the amount had been provided in 
last year’s budget. The Railway authorities however did not raise 
the debit in time to l>e paid last year and only a sum of Rs. 3,000 was 
paid. They have raised the debit this year, the money has now got 
to be found. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I move that the demand for 
Rs. 46,500 under the head “ 22. — General Administration — Bogie 
Saloon Carriage for His Excellency ” be reduced by Re. 1.” 

I beg to draw attention of the Council to a matter in this connec- 
tion. Why should not the railway people provide this bogie saloon 
carriage? We should not be called upon to pay for it. £ would 
place before the House the figures showing what amount we have got 
to pay for the railway police. In 1918-19 we had to pay Rs. 2,64,000. 
in 1920 Rs. 2,94,000 and then there was some sort of private Jxindabast 
between the Secretary of State and the railway companies of which 
we know nothing, and these charges then went up or the Government 
took up larger responsibilities in that behalf. In the year 1920-21 we 

15 
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had to pay Rs. 3,50,000, the next year Rs. 4,00,000 and the next year 
Rs. 4,11,000. If you are going to pay so much to the railway com- 
panies for their protection then is it not fair that they should provide 
for this bogie saloon carriage? In this connection I would draw 
attention to another fact. The bogie carriage that was in use waa 
built in the year 1878, that is to say, it lasted for 44 years. That means 
that this one which we are now having is likely to last for another 
40 years or so. And I would ask Government whether it is not up to 
them to ask the railway people to pay for this carriage. In order 
to draw attention of the Government to this matter I have to put for- 
ward this motion. 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Mr. Mallik contends first 
that the saloon should not be provided by us and secondly because the 
railway police are paid by us, the saloon should be provided by the 
railway. Sir, the railway system gains nothing by the Governor’s 
travelling on the railway. It is the province which gains. Saloone 
are provided for travelling for certain high officials of Government from 
the Viceroy downwards, under express orders from the Secretary of 
State and I know of no order which will enable us to recover the cost 
from the railway companies concerned. Travelling is done by the 
head of this province for the benefit of this province and I think it is 
only just that the province should pay for it. 

As regards the cost of the railway police I may say that we do not 
provide the police for the protection of the railway property. The police 
are there to carry out our general responsibility for law and order in 
the province. The protection of railway property is paid for by the 
railways. 

Mr. Mallik’s motion was put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson’s motion was then put and 
agreed to. 

The HoiPble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I move that a sum of 
Rs. 2,150 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 22. — General 
Administration ” in connection with the appointment of a member 
of the Bengal Civil Sendee as Collector of Calcutta. 

In the Budget it will be found that there is a provision for 
Rs. 30,000 under non-voted and Rs. 7,800 under voted. The latter haa 
been provided for the Deputy Collector of Calcutta. Up to 1919 the 
Collector of Calcutta was a member of the Provincial Service. In 
1919 different arrangements were made and an officer of the I.C.S. 
was appointed as Collector of Calcutta on his ordinary salary plus 
the Calcutta House allowance. After three years’ trial it was found 
that that system was not worth the money it cost. We have, there- 
fore, again gone back to the old system. We have made other arrange- 
ments for excise work, the most important duty for which we appointed 
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an I.C.S. officer, and for the remainder of the work we hare gone back 
to the old system of appointing a provincial officer. The net result 
in money is that we have saved Rs. 30,000. The salary of the Deputy 
Collector is already in the budget. We have now one officer instead 
of two. The only thing that was not in the budget is the allowance 
of that officer which is Rs. 150 a month in consideration of the extra 
duties placed upon him as the Collector. The main part of his duties 
is in connection with stamps and probate court-fees. The revenue 
derived from stamps in 1921-22 was Rs. 98.34,979 and that from pro- 
bate court-fees Rs. 12,01,896. I think the House will agree that an 
officer who is placed in charge of the superintendence of this revenue 
should have an extra allowance for this extra responsibility and this 
has been provided here. Before 1919 the pay of the Collector who was 
a member of the Provincial Service was Rs. 1,000 plus Rs. 150 house 
allowance, plus conveyance allowance of Rs. 50 — Rs. 1,200 in all. The 
officer who has now been appointed as Collector gets his grade pay of 
Rs. 700 plus this allowance of Rs. 150 and he gets nothing more. I 
think the House will agree that this allowance is moderate and 
necessary. 

— i 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,150 under the head “22. — General Administration" be refused. 

It i* explained in the Memorandum that the Secretary of State for 
India has approved the projxml of the Bengal Government tbat the 
appointment of the Collector of Calcutta should cease to lx* reserved 
for the I.C.S. and should be held by a member of the Bengal Civil 
Service An excellent proposal and an excellent approval. We all 
welcome the arrangement and naturally expect some saving in expendi- 
ture. Our ardour is, however, chilled when we are told that there 
i9 to be no saving. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: 1 rise to a point of order. 
There will be a saving of nearly Rs. 30,000 a year. This sum 
(Rs. 30,000) is non-voted. The provision I ask for is a voted one 
and that is why the supplementary grant was wanted. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: If I understand that there 
is going to be a saving of Rs. 30,000 non-voted, I have no objection to 
this additional exj>eiiditure. 

Dr. Banerjea’s motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson’s motion was then put and agreed 
to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L« 8TEPHEN80N: I move that a sum of 
Re. 50,300 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 22 . — General 

16a 
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Administration ” in connection with the introduction of Certain changes 
in the existing arrangements for the control of the Calcutta Collec- 
torate. 

As I hare explained just now we have made other arrangements 
for the excise revenue in Calcutta. The whole of the office of the 
Collector of Calcutta is provided for in the budget under the head of 
Excise. It is now proposed to transfer from the head of Excise the 
clerks who are employed in connection with work other than Excise. 
Therefore, it is only a transfer of the pay of the clerks from the 
“ Excise ” head to the head “ General Administration.’ * 

Babll 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK. I put in this motion because 
I was under the impression that after doing away with the I.C.S. 
officer we wanted to bring him back to his old place. But after what 
has fallen from the Ilon’ble the Member I would withdraw my motion. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“ That the demand for Rs. 50,300 under the head 1 22. — General 
Administration — Calcutta Collectorate ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 50,000.” 

The Hon’ bio Mr. H. L. Stephenson’s motion was put and agreed to. 

24. — Administration of Justice. 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I move that a sum of Rs. 15,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “ 24. — Administration of 
Justice ” in connection with the introduction of the Bengal Children 
Act. 

As explained in the Memorandum it is a part of the sum of Rs. 20,000 
already budgeted for in the Education Department. The Education 
Department are not likely to be able in the near future to start indus- 
trial schools for this purpose. We have, therefore, asked that this 
sum (Rs. 15JXHD should be transferred to our department. We are 
going to give effect to the Children’s Act as far as it is possible at 
present and for that purpose the amount would be needed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


25.— Jails and Convict Settlements. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAIL8] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8tephenson): I move that a sum of Rs. 40,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “ 25. — Jails and Convicts 
Settlements ” on account of purchase of raw materials. 
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This stun is divided into two parts — Rs. 20,000 is wanted to 
provide for the pocking of our quinine treatments which is done in 
the Juvenile Jail. Hitherto we have been packing them in glfttt 
tubes brought out from home. Now we are trying the experiment of 
packing them in cardboard boxes. If the experiment proves success- 
ful it will cost us half the money it costs at present. The cardboard 
tubes will be made locally and, therefore, we want to have the money 
transferred, from the High Commissioner’s budget to our own. It 
will be observed that we have got £ 3,400 in the High Commissioner’s 
budget and we are asking for Rs. 20,000 for our budget and the balance 
we hope to be able to save. 

The second Rs. 20,000 was an item in the High Commissioner’ a 
budget — £2,000 — for the purpose of getting cloth out from Home for 
the making of police uniforms. We can get the cloth cheaper in India, 
and as a matter of fact we do not want the cloth this year. The police 
have to some extent made other arrangements for their uniforms and 
in any case we have a large stock in hand. But we want the money 
for the purchase of other raw materials in India in order to provide 
for work in the Midnapore Jail to take the place of the making of i>olice 
uniforms. What we are asking for now is to allow us to purchase 
the materials in India with the money which the Council has already 
provided in the High Commissioner’s budget. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK : I move that the demand for 
Rs. 40.000 under the head “ 25 . — Jails and Convicts Settlements — 
Purchase of Raw Materials ” be reduced by Re. 1 

Sir, my object in bringing forward this motion is to get the infor- 
mation from the Hon’ble the Member whether there is a proper system 
of check upon these purchases. I have come to know that in a very 
large Government institution in Calcutta the contractor is the son 
of the officer who commanded the purchase to the tune of 2 lakhs of 
rupees. The Audit Department exposed this and they have made n 
report. I do not know what steps have been taken and whether such 
things are still going on. 

Babu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I support the motion on another 
ground. I have found from i>eisonal experience that the system of 
having quinine manufactured in the jail has raised complaints from 
the purchasers. Lately, Government was gooil enough to send 
60 pounds of quinine to my own area of Chandpur and from experience 
it has been found that it is not so efficacious as quinine purchase from 
the market. I should like to suggest that the manufacturing of 
quinine should be transferred to a chemical department organised 
under the Health Department and not in the Juvenile Jail. It is 
well known that East Bengal districts are damp and cardboard tube# 
will not last very long there and they will not protect quinine from 
being spoiled. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : With regard to Mr. Surendra 

Nath Mallik’s motion I would merely say that there have been frauds in 
the supply departments and store departments not only in this department 
but in other departments as well. It is almost inevitable that such frauds 
will go on until we have a properly staffed accounts department to keep 
accounts not as we keep them in our treasury but as business houses keep 
theirs. I can, however, assure him that Government will do everything 
in their power to stop these frauds and if Mr. Mallik has any practical 
.suggestions to make we shall be very glad to utilize them. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I wish to draw the Hon’ble 
Member’s attention to the paper in which the whole thing is mentioned, 
in the hope that he will be pleased to take it up. It was a defalcation 
involving Its. 1,40,0ft). 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: As regards Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta’s observation I may tell him that he is under a misappre- 
hension. Quinine is not manufactured in our jails. It is manufactured 
in our cinchona plantations and all that the jail does is to pack the 
quinine and distribute it. As regards his other point that cardboard 
tubes are not suitable for Bengal, tests have been made by the Director 
of Public Health and by other officers and they all certify that cardboard 
tubes are, if anything, better than glass tubes both in very hot and in 
very damp weather. They are, however, unable to say what the effect 
would be if the quinine is left in the tubes for two or three years, but 
for short periods they prefer cardboard tubes to glass tubes. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mallik’s motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson’s motion was then put and agreed 
to. 

31. — Education (Transferred). 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER): I move that a sum of Rs. 91,193 be granted 
for exi>cnditure under the* head “ 31. — Education (Transferred) ” on 
account of the transfer of the control of the Government Commercial 
Institute, Calcutta, the Government Art School, Calcutta, and the Indus- 
trial Zenana Class, Dacca, from the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment to the Education Department. 

Practically the whole of this sum has already been voted by this 
' Council. The reason for the supplementary demand is that the grant was 
provided in the Industries Department budget and since then certain 
institutions have been transferred to the Education Department. 

The following motions were, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Rai Ur. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “ That the demand of 
Rs, 91,193 under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) * be reduced by 
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Rs. 7,000 from the proposed provision of Rs. 8,000 for the temporary 
establishment of the Government Commercial Institute.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur : “ That the demand of 

Rs. 91,193 under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 900 from the proposed provision of Rs. 1,000 for travelling allowance 
in connection with the Government School of Art.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. 1\ C. Mitter’s motion was then put and agreed to. 


46.— Stationery and Printing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I move that a sum of Rs. 9,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 40. — Stationery and Printing.” 

This is a small sum and a Memorandum has already been circulated 
to the members explaining the reasons why this is required. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


47.— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I move that a sum of Rs. 1,585 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 47. — Miscellaneous ” in con- 
nection with the Ayurvedic Committee, Bengal. 

This money was granted last year and it is only a Tenewal of the 
grant which is asked for this year. 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: “ That the demand for a sum of 
Its. 1,585 under the head 1 47. — Miscellaneous ’ in connection with the 
Ayurvedic Committee be reduced by Rs. 5.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Donald's motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I move that a sum of Rs. 000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 47. — Miscellaneous ” in con- 
nection with thte Housing and Communication Committee, Calcutta. 

This ha# been explained in the Memorandum. It is for extra expendi- 
ture in connection with the Housing and Communication Committee, 
Calcutta. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: I move that a sum of Rs. 43,707 be 
Iff&nted for expenditure under the bead “ 47. — Miscellaneous ” in con- 
nection with the contribution to the Shillong Pasteur Institute.” 
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This is also explained in a Memorandum and I have nothing further 
to add. 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROYS " That the demand of Rs. 43,707 
under the head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous — Contribution to the Shillong 
Pasteur Institute ’ be reduced by Rs. 5.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I move that the demand for 
Rs. 43,707 under the head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous — Contribution to the 
Shillong Pasteur Institute ’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

In opposing this grant, I beg to draw attention to the fact that it is: 
high time that we should have a Pasteur Institute in Calcutta for our own 
province. This system of making these contributions is of very little use. 
Travelling allowances which are paid by Government to poorer people pro- 
ceeding to Shillong for treatment is a very large sum. But apart from 
that, we ought to have an institution of this character in our own province 
and in Calcutta. We know it costs a lot of money for any person to pro- 
ceed to Shillong and I may say that there is a gentleman present here 
to-day who had to go to the Pasteur Institute for treatment which cost 
him something like Rs. 1,200. This is too much for anybody. It is 
of course to be considered whether the climatic condition of Calcutta will 
be suitable for the purpose. On this point information ought to be 
obtained and we should make a start. We ought to have an institute here 
for the benefit of our own people, for very few people can take advan- 
tage of the Institute at Shillong. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: In supporting the amendment of 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
the Member to an issue of the medical journal in which it is stated that 
anti-rabic treatment can be carried out in local hospitals. So I should 
like to suggest to the Hon’ble Member to make inquiries whether this- 
can be made possible, so that no extra money need be granted for this 
purpose. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I may mention that as a matter of fact we are* 
now in communication with the Pasteur Institute of Shillong to ascertain 
whether treatments can be sent to us in Calcutta so as to obviate the need 
of patients going to Shillong. This sum of Rs. 40,000 has, however, to be 
paid, as we have already incurred the charge in making use of the 
Shillong Institute. We hope we may shortly be in a position to report 
the steps taken in the matter mentioned by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mallik’s motion was, by leave of the Council* 
withdrawn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald’s motion was then put and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I move that a sum of Rs. 5,800 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 5. — Land Revenue.'* 

It is full}’ explained on pages 2-3 of the Grey Book and I need not take 
the time of the Council any longer. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

9.— Registration. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
[REGISTRATION] (the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter) S I move that a 
sum of Rs. 8,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ** 9. — 
Registration.” 

This sum is necessary for racks and binding of registers. It ha® 
been fully explained on page 6 of the Grey Book. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

22. — General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I move that a sum of 
Rs. 3,200 be granted for expenditure under the head ” 22. — General 
Administration.” 

The reason for this has been fully explained in pages 8 and 9 of the 
Grey Book. We provided for Rs. 10,000 in the budget for the current 
year out of the total expenditure of Rs. 13,200 which is an increase in 
the maintenance grant for furniture in the residences of His Excel- 
lency the Governor by 50 per cent, which the Secretary of State ha® 
sanctioned. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

24. — Administration of Justice. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I move that a sum of 
Rs. 3,535 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 24 . — Adminis- 
tration of Justice.” 

This sum is required for furniture for the new Court building® 
at Bogra, otherwise it is impossible to utilise the new buildings without 
the required furniture. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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31.— Education (excluding European Education). 

The Hon’bto Mr, P. C. MITTER. I move that a sum of Rs. 1,03,880 
be granted for expenditure under the head “ 31. — Education. ” 

The facts are set forth on pages 10, 11 and 12 of the Grey Book. 
It consists of three items — Rs. 24,000 for colleges at Khulna and 
Faridpur, Rs. 60,000 for replacing the power plant of the Bengal 
Engineering College, Sibpur, which is in imminent danger at present, 
and Rs. 19,880 for the grant to the Indian Society of Oriental Art. 
It is the usual grant to that society and it was transferred from the 
Industries Department to the Education Department on the 28th of 
March last with the result that the Industries Department could not 
provide for the money and we have to provide for it. 

The following motions were, in the absence of the members, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: “ That the demand 
of Rs. 60,000 under the head 4 31. — Education — Scheme 2 ’ be refused. ” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 19,880 under the head 4 31. — Education — Scheme 3 ’ be refused.” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI : I move that the demand 
of Rs. 19,880 under the head 44 31. — Education — Scheme 3 ” be reduced 
by Rs. 1,880,” 

The object of bringing forward my amendment is that we have 
been making these grants to these private bodies, but as a matter 
of fact no audited accounts are submitted by those bodies to Govern- 
ment. Sir, the Hon’ble the Minister for Education "himself stated 
once that he, as the custodian of public money, must keep an account 
of everything farthing which is spent but the public did not know in 
what manner these graiits to the private bodies are being spent. The 
object of my amendment is that when grants are made by Govern- 
ment to private bodies, the audited accounts must be submitted by 
them to Government, and that to be the condition of the grant. We 
cannot make that condition in the case of a particular body. 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: “ That the demand of Rs. 19,880 
under the hoad * 31.— Education (Transferred) — Scheme 3 ' be reduced 
by Rs. 1,300.” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: An impression is gain* 
ing ground that we are rushing through the amendments. 
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Mr. PRE8IOENT: Will you explain, Kumar Sahib, how this is rele- 
vant — how are amendments being rushed ? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKH ARES WAR RAY: They are being rushed by 
themselves, perhaps. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know what you mean by that. If it 
is so, then I think you have solved the secret of perpetual motion. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am glad, Sir, you have 
taken it in that light because I wu> not really serious. 

I see in the Grey Book Aat there is a demand in connection with 
the Sibpur Engineering College for which Its. 60,000 has been asked. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: I am afraid the K?Rnar is under 
» misapprehension. He is speaking on Rs. 60.000 which was to have 
been moyed by Rai Lulit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur but it has not 
been moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot stop the Kumar from shaking on 
that. He is perfectly m order. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In that demand there is 
an item of Rs. 5,000 — alteration to building. Sir, I do not know 
what alteration is meant to l»e done in these buildings. Is it an altera- 
tion of the main building or of something else ? This ought to have 
been explained by the Ilon'hle the Minister for no body knows whether 
he refers to Professors’ quarters or nurses’ quarters. Everything 
depends on that and our vote will depend upon it. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: On a point of 
order, Sir. The Kumar Sahib is not speaking on the subject before 
the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Any member has a right to speak on these 
supplementary grants as a whole. It is not necessary that he should 
confine himself to a particular portion of the grant. The Kumar Sahib 
is perfectly in order. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Then, Sir, I find that 
there is a demand for Rs. 32,675 for a boiler. The House will be glad 
to have an idea with regard to this demand and whether the order is 
going to be placed in India or in England or in some foreign coun- 
tries. If the order is placed in Germany certainly, Sir, we are entitled 
to oppose it. 

Then, Sir, there is the third item which refers to engines. One 
engine is driven by petrol and the other by crude oil. One thing 
curious about this is this, that we find that the petrol-driven engine 
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is cheaper than the crude oil engine and my point is that while we 
can have a finer engine at a lesser cost, why should we have this crude 
oil engine at a higher figure? My point is this. We require engines, 
and if we can have a fine petrol-driven engine why should we have an 
engine which is driven by crude oil specially when the former is a 
cheaper engine? Everything crude is objectionable. 

B*l» SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: What is all this? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS He is perfectly in order. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR R1Y: I would seriously ask the 
Hon’ble the Minister for Education whexner he can discard the crude 
oil engine. If he really wants a crude oil engine he ought to have 
stated to t\9 House what his reasons were specially when the crude 
oil engine costs three times the money of a petrol engine. Then there 
is another item which I do not understand* at all. It is called alter- 
nator and it costs Rs. G,825. We aie all lay people, Sir, and cannot 
understand all these. The Hon’ble the Minister ought to enlighten 
the House; otherwise we shall all be voting in the dark. We ought 
not to vote in the dark because that is not in the spirit of Reforms. 

Then there is another item, switch board, complete, which costs 
Rs. 3,285. Sir, it is a small affair and it is impossible that it should 
cost such a lot of money. If you want so much money for this small 
thing I think it is high time that we should know all about it. We 
do not find anything mentioned about it anywhere, and so we are in 
the dark. How such a small thing can cost so much money? It is 
something very strange. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: It is high time that the Kumar put a brake on his 
exuberance of feelings. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The member is perfectly in order. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I might refer my hobble 
friend to the proceedings of the Houses of Parliament. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You need not refer to them. You are perfectly 
in order. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I object to all these inter- 
ruptions, Sir. It takes away much of my allotted time. 

Then, Sir, there is an item of IU. 5,000 for erection. Sir, when 
you say alteration of buildings then that should include erection 
naturally. That ought to cover erection. But what sort of erec- 
tion is this? Is it an erection of building or an erection of machinery 
or what? The Hon’ble the Finance Member just told me that it » 
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for machinery erection. Sir, he is very close to me and I am very 
thankful that he helps me now and then with information. I am very 
grateful to him. So it is for machinery erection ! 

Then I find, Sir, that, apparently the Hon’ble the Minister asks 
for Rs. 60,000 when the total is only Rs. 57,000. What is to become 
of these Rs. 3,000? In the present condition of the State coffers if 
we could save Rs. 3,000 it would be a great thing and the Hon’ble the 
Minister when he could have done with Rs. 57,000, he ought not to 
have asked for Rs. 60,000. Rupees 3,000 is not a small sum and on 
the face of it, it does not appear to be right to ask for Rs. 3,000 in 
excess. The Hon’ble the Finance Member, who is always so help- 
ful to me has just now pointed out that this sum of Rs. 3,000 has 
been asked owing to the uncertain condition of the exchange, but I 
would submit that it is always open to Hon’ble the Minister to 
oome to the House for supplementary grant — if there is any thing 
wrong in Jhe exchange rate and he can ask for Rs, 3,000 or any amount 
of money from us. If there is not any thing for any additional 
expenditure just at present he should not ask for it from beforehand. 
I think in this matter the Hon’ble the Minister has not been quite 
kind to us. It is not fair to us 

[At this stage the hon’ble member having exceeded his time-limit 
resumed his seat.] 

The Hon'ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: I think that the thirst for tech- 
nical knowledge of the Kumar Sahib who says he is a layman is 
insatiable. I admit I am a layman myself and I am afraid I cannot 
help him in the matter. I would suggest that he should attend the 
Sibpur Engineering College and learn all these things there. 

As regards the suggestion that I may oome before the Council in 
time when there is a change in the exchange rate I may say that it 
would be difficult to get hold of the Kumar and the other members 
after this session. However, the Kumar was not serious and I do 
not want seriously to reply to all the points that he has raised. 

Babu Ratish Chandra Mukhnrji's motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter’s motion was then put and agreed 
to. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: As Government business has not been com- 
pleted to-day, it will be necessary for the Council *o meet at 10-30 a.m. 
on Saturday, the 18th instant, to conclude it. 


Adjournment. 

Thhe Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 
17th August, 1923. at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 17th August, 1923, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Member® 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers., (the Hon’ble the 
Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, being absent), and 
102 nominated and elected^iembers. 


8tarred Questions 
(to which oral answers were given). 

Establishment of union boards in BakarganJ. 

•XLVIII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: 

(a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Government aware that public opinion, as expressed in many public 
meetings held all over the district, is opposed to the establishment 
of village union boards, under the Village Self-Government Act, in the 
district of Bakarganj, and that such opposition is mainly based upon 
an apprehension of the consequent imposition of new taxes? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state, what steps, 
if any, he proposes to take to allay this opposition ? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
8ELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): (o) and (b) Some petitions 
have been received from certain parts of the Bakarganj district protest- 
ing against the establishment of union boards. In practically all cases 
the ground of objection is the apprehension of new taxation. The 
policy of Government (Ministry of Local Self-Government) regarding 
the creation of union boards is explained in Government Resolution 
No. 1691 L. S.-G., dated the 28th May, 1923, of which a copy is laid 
on the Library table. Reference is particularly invited to paragraph 
8 of that resolution. The Minister for Local Self-Government is of 
opinion that the opposition which is based on a misapprehension will 
vanish in the course of time when the villagers understand the policy 
of Government which it is the duty of local officers, and particularly 
the Circle Officers, to explain. 
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•XLIX. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) With reference to 
the reply to the question put by me on the 27th February last where 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government said that the question of enhancing the scale of pay of 
the District Board Engineering staff did lie entirely within the com- 
petence of the District Board, is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that 
the District Board of Barisal, in compliance with the suggestion made 
by the Hon’ble the Minister in his ciicular letter No. 52 T., dated 
the 6th May, 1922, revised the scale of pay of their employees? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Commissioner of 
the Dacca Division has vetoed the action of the District Board of Barisal 
with the remark that the scale of pay sanctioned by the Board was 
unnecessarily liberal? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that the percentage of the 
establishment charge of the Barisal District Board was 10-5 against 
the allowable maximum of 20 and that the revised scale vetoed by thq 
Commissioner would raise the percentage to 15 only at the highest? 

(d) What steps are the Government proposing to take to set 
matters right to justify the principle of non-interference enunciated 
by it? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) Section 33, proviso (2), Local Self-Government Act III of 
1885 limits the expenditure to be incuried on the public works estab- 
lishment of the District Board, and leaves intact the Divisional 
Commissioner’s statutory powers under proviso (1) against which no 
appeal lies to Government. 

Excise shops within Jhetaketi Munioipeiity. 

•L. Rti NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: («) Is the 

Hon’ble the Ministei^icharge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware th^WPe Jbalakati Municipality within the district 
of B&karganj, by repeated resolutions, decided that the Excise (liquor, 
etc.) shops should be removed from the municipal area and located 
beyond it P 

-{&) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the local “ Excise 
Advisory Committee” also made the same recommendation? 

(c) If so, why has not effect been given to the resolutions and 
recommendations aforesaid? 
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SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan)! ( a ) The munici- 
pality of Jhalakati passed a resolution of the kind referred to on the 16th 
January, 1922, and they were informed that, as the Excise Advisory 
Committee had recommended the retention of the shops in the munici- 
pal area, the resolution could not be accepted. The municipality 
passed a subsequent resolution and communicated it to the Collector 
on the 16th March, 1923, but it was then too late to take any action. 
No other resolutions passed by the Jhalakati municipality were com- 
municated to the Collector. 

(b) and (c) The Excise Advisory Committee for the year 1922-23 
unanimously advocated the retention of the shops. The Excise Advisory 
Committee for 1923-24 on one occasion were equally divided about the 
retention of the shops, and a majority was secured by the casting vote 
of the President of the Committee, who was the Chairman of the 
Municipality. A numerously signed petition from the inhabitants of 
Jhalakati urged the retention of the shops, and, as the ratepayers them- 
ed ves took no action such as they might have taken under the rules, 
it was decided not to accept the resolution. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: May I inquire 
what steps could the rate-payers take? 

Mr. «l. T. DONOVAN: The rate-pavers have got an association and 
they could have represented to the Collector that they desired that these 
shops should be removed from the municipal area. 


Separation of Judicial and Executive functions. 

•LI. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that Sir Harvey Adamson recommended 

that “ The District Officer be empowered as a District 
Magistrate and certain other executive officers be employed 
as first class magistrates solely for the performance of the 
preventive functions of Chapter Ylff^icluding section 106) 
to Chapter XII of the Code of Criminal Procedure and 

( ii ) whether it is a fact that the defects pointed out above in 

Sir Harvey Adamson’s scheme have been retained in the 
scheme drawn up by the Greaves Committee? 

(6) If the answer to (it) above is in the negative in what respects 
does the scheme of the Greaves Committee differ from the scheme out- 
lined by Sir Harvey Adamson)? 
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MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) It is a matter of opinion whether the provisions referred to 
constitute defects. 

(b) The member is referred to the Report of the Greaves Committee 
and to the account of Sir Harvey Adamson's scheme given by the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter in his book entitled “ The Question of Judi- 
cial and Executive Separation ” published by the Bee Press in 1913. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Sara-Santahar line and North Bengal Flood. 

116. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI : 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public 
Works be pleased to state the total running feet of waterway from Sara to 
Jalpaiguri and the cross section of the steamers standing the highest flood 
line and slope of the rivers? 

(b) Will the lion ’Me the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
mean velocity of any of them has been recorded? If so, what is it? 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie the Minister he pleased to state the calculations 
on which the present waterways were provided when converting the Sara- 
Snntahar line into broad gauge and a Do in the construction of the Sarn- 
Serajganj railway? 

(d) Is it a fact that the present flood was caused mainly In water of the 
Atrai basin, lying on the west of the Sara-Kantahar line? 

(e't Is it a fact that the maximum discharge possible was not provided 
for by the waterways? 

8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC 
WORK8 (Mr. G. G. Day): (a) The information is not available. The 
latter part of question is not understood. 

(b) The question is not understood 

(c) The information is not available. 

(d) The floods were due to excessive rainfall on both sides of the Sara- 
Santahar 4ine simultaneously with abnormal floods in the rivers Ganges 
and Brahmaputra. 

(e) The maximum possible discharge is an unknown quantity as it 
depends on the intensity of rainfall, and all past records may be exceeded 
in some future year. 


1ft 
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Casa of ox-hoad oonstable Provat Nath Barat. 


117. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that one Provat Nath Barat, a head constable, 
formerly attached to the Shampuker thana, instituted a suit 
against Rai Purna Chandra Lahiri Bahadur, Deputy Com- 
missioner of Police, Northern Division, for recovery of 
Rs. 5,000, as damages for alleged wrongful confinement; 

(it) whether any sum was awarded to the said head constable ae 
damages and costs of the suit mentioned above ; 

(Hi) whether the Government will have to pay these sums; and 
(iv) whether the cost of the litigation was paid by the Government, 
and, if so, what was the amount? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any departmental 
action has been or is being taken against the said Deputy Commissioner of 
Police since the charge has been proved against him ? If not, why not? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reinstating the 
said head constable in his former post? If not, why not? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr H. L. 8tephenson): (a) (i) Yes. 

( ii ) The suit was decreed for Rs. 300 with half costs. The costs 
assessed amount to Rs. 1,351-14-6. 

(Hi) Government have paid the decretal amount and have ordered the 
payment of the costs. 

(iv) In addition to the above amounts, the only other expenditure 
incurred is Rs. 100 for miscellaneous charges. 

(b) No. The criminal case against the Deputy Commissioner was dis- 
missed and in the opinion of Government, the judgment in the civil suit 
for damages disclosed no ground for departmental proceedings. 

(c) No. The cause of action in the civil case did not in any way affect 
the grounds on which departmental action was taken against the head 
constable. 


Fare and freight charges of the Rivers Steam Navigation Company. 

118. Khan Bahadur Maulvi RAHMATJAN CHOUDHURY: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Marine Department be 
pleased to state whether there has been a heavy increment in fares and 
freight in all branches of service of the Rivers Steam Navigation 
Company P 
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(h) It so, what is the percentage of the increment? 

(cj Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there has 
been a proportionate increment in the pay and prospects of the Indian 
employees of the Company? 

(d) It the reply to (c) be in the negative, will the Hon’ble the Member 
be pleased to state the reason therefor P 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hoffble 
Mr>J. Donald): (a), (6), ( c ) and (d) Government have no information. 

Victory medals to school students by Pabna and SerajganJ immioipalitiea 
and Pabna District Board. 

119. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Eon’ble the Min- 
ister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(?) the amounts spent by the Pabna and Serajganj municipalities 
and the district board of Pabna, respectively, in purchasing 
medals for distribution among the school students of the dis- 
trict in order to signalise the victory of the Allies in the last 
war; 

(??) the names of the schools which received such medals; and 

(???) the number of medals received by each school? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (?) A statement giving the information is 
laid on the table. 

(??) and (Hi) Figures are being collected and these will bo furnished 
to the member later. 


Statement referred to in unstarred question No. 119 (?) showing amounts 
spent by the Pabna and Serajganj Municipalities and the District 
Board of Pabna in purchasing medals for distribution among school 
students. 

Rs. A. P. 

1. Pabna Municipality ... ... GO 3 0 

2. Serajganj Municipality ... ... 47 0 0 

3. District Board of PabD a ... ... 4,105 0 0 

District board iron bridge on the North of Caibandha town. 

120. Matdvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN; (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that there is a District Board iron bridge on the river Ghaghat just on 
the north of Gaibandha Town ? 

16a 
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(6) Is it a fact that the bridge was constructed with the money of the 
rate-payers or cess-payers ? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
hardship of the cess-payers who are now required to pay a tax double of 
what they had to pay at the time of the ferry system? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to request the District 
Board of Rangpur to make a full remission of tax on the ground of hard- 
ship of cess-payers? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) The 

answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) Government do not propose to interfere with the discretion of the 
District Board. 


8helter for witnesses at Burdwan. 

121. Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: (a) Is the non’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the litigant public 
and witnesses attending t lie Civil Courts at Burdwan are suffering greatly 
for want of proi>cr shelter? 

(b) If the answer to (n) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member Ik 1 pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government are pro- 
posing to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Slaughter of cattle. 

122. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to state what class of cattle are annually slaughtered in the 
Municipal and Cantonment Slaughter Houses within the jurisdiction of 
this Government ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to supply a statement 
showing — 

(i) total number of cattle slaughtered in the different Municipali- 
ties and Cantonments within their jurisdiction during the past 
three years; and 
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(&) the number of prime cattle, agricultural cattle, and milch cattle 
slaughtered in the Municipal and Cantonment Slaughter 
Houses during the same period? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table the 
following information regarding pasture lands in. the Province, vix. — 

(1) total quantity of land available for pasture, district by district, 
with particulars regarding the locality ? 

(d) Is it a thct that municipalities have been precluded by Govern- 
ment orders from enforcing the resolutions passed by such municipalities 
restricting or forbidding the slaughter of prime and milch-cattle in the 
Municipal Slaughter Houses? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the grounds 
for such interference? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of withdrawing 
these orders ? 

(g) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there has been such 
interference in the case of the following municipalities: — 

Madaripur, Katwa, Baidyabati and Budge Budge? 

The Hobble ftir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and {b) The 

member is referred to the reply to his unstarred question No. 59. 

(c) The information is not available. 

( d ) , (e), (/) and {g) The member is referred to the reply to his 
unstarred question No. 97. 


Separation of Judioial and Exeoutive. 

123. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment 
Department be pleased to state what action the Government are pro- 
posing taking on the report submitted by the Greaves Committee? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it 
will be necessary to introduce a Bill in ordei to give effect to the 
recommendations of the Committee and, if so, when the Bill is likely 
to be introduced ? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what expendi- 
ture has been incurred on account of the Greaves Committee? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tf* 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) The action to be taken is at present 
being considered, but Government are not yet in a position to make 
any statement. 
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( b ) It may be necessary to ask the Government of India to under- 
take legislative amendments, but no date can be indicated at present 
in this connection. 

(c) Approximately Rs. 17,000. 


Jute forecasts. 

124. Mr, C. F. R08E: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Agriculture and Industries aware — 

( i ) that for the past three years the jute forecasts have been, in 
the opinion of the jute trade, misleading; the available crop 
exceeding the amount estimated in the final forecast in 
1920 by about 28 per cent., in 1921 by about 76 per cent., 
and in 1922 by about 43 per cent. ; 

(«) that in the preliminary forecast for 1923 the Director of Agri- 
culture has revised the acreage figures given in the final 
forecast for 1922, and that the revised figures show that 
the acreage was underestimated by no less than 27 per cent.; 
and 

(tii) that the jute trade, the jute manufacturing industry, and the 
consuming industries all over the world, are vitally interested 
in the Government forecasts of the crop? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate withdrawing (or have 'they 
withdrawn), on the ground of economy or for any other reason, the 
special staff of jute clerks engaged to check the estimates of the 
village panehayets in connection with the jute forecasts, and to carry 
out crop-cutting experiments ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the annual cost of that staff amounted only 
to about Rs. 22,600? If so, what percentage does the amount of this 
annual cost represent on the revenue obtained from the trade by the 
export duty on jute and jute manufactures? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state what measures, if 
any, they have in contemplation to improve the present method of the 
preparation of the jute forecast with a view to ensuring greater accu- 
racy than has been obtained in the past three years ? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN. (6) (i), (tt) and (in) The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

(b) Government have decided, on the ground of economy, to dis- 
pense with the special staff of jute clerks engaged in connection with 
the jute forecast. 
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^e) The expenditure which amounted to Us. 22,600 represents a 
percentage of *17 of the revenue derived by the Government of India 
in the shape of export duty on raw jute and jute manufactures. 

(d) The present Director of Agriculture has worked on the jute 
crop for nearly 20 years and he has been instructed to give his personal 
attention to the preparation of the forecast which it is hoped will approxi- 
mate to the correct figure more nearly in the future than in the recent 
past. 


"Marsh near Fraser Hospital, Burdwan. 

125. Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that there is a big marsh near the “ Burdwan Fraser Hospital ’ ’ at Burd- 
wan covered with water hyacinth which affects the healthiness of the said 
hospital? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will he be pleased to state 
what steps, if any, are being taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8U RE NORA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) The 

Minister has no information. The question has been brought to the notice 
of the municipal authorities whose concern the matter is. 


Vendors of excisable articles. 

126. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been or are being taken 
towards eliminating the old and existing farmers of Abkari shops gener- 
ally belonging to the illiterate and lower order of the society, and* sup- 
planting them by the educated middle class people? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the districts where the policy of eliminating and sup- 
planting has been carried on energetically by the Excise 
Superintendents; and 

( it ) what are the numbers of educated men who have been provided 
in the Abkari shops in places of the old members so far, in 
each district? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving an 
impetus to the above policy by issuing instructions on the Excise Super- 
intendents in each district? 
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Mr. «f. T. DONOVANS (a), ( b ) ( i ) and (c) Tte practice of taking 
men of respectability and education as vendors in the Excise Depart- 
ment existed before the introduction of the Bengal Fixed-Fee System 
which now extends throughout the Presidency. Under the Fixed-Fee 
System there are no orders to eliminate altogether old and existing 
vendors of Excise Shops who had given satisfaction, simply because of 
their being, lower class illiterate men. In cases in which a particular 
vendor had numerous shops it was directed that he should gradually 
hold only one shop, so that he could manage it personally and satisfac- 
torily, and the rest should be settled with new men. In settling those 
shops and other shops that might be vacant in future, Collectors have 
been instructed to select men who are likely to manage them honestly 
and properly, respectability and education coming into consideration 
in this respect. 

(b) (it) The information is not readily available and the labour 
involved in obtaining it will be incommensurate with its value. 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBER'S BILL 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immorality Traffic Bill, 1923. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N. I present the report of the 
Select Committee on the Calcutta Suppression of Immoral Traffic Bill, 
1923. The alterations the Committee have made in the Bill have been 
fully explained in the report and our views on the subject are fully 
detailed. We are unanimous in considering that the time has come to 
take a further step in advance in the matter of suppression of immoral 
traffic. We are unanimous in thinking that we cannot go too far in 
advance of public sentiment. We are also unanimous in thinking that 
the suppression of immoral traffic will rest far more upon the effort 
made by societies and other bodies for reformation than on any specific 
provision in the law. Our aim has been to provide the machinery to 
aid the reformation which we trust these bodies will take in hand. There 
is only one point on which the Committee were not unanimous and 
that is regarding the very vexed question of the proper way to deal with 
solicitation and the balance of advantage and disadvantage of risk and 
certainty on one side or the other. But as this question will come up 
very shortly in amendment No. 9, it is unnecessary for me to discuss 
it now. 

Profestor 8. C. MUKHERJI: i move that the Bill as reported by 
the Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

I do not wish to make any observations at this stage except that I 
consider this Bill to be a very great improvement on the original draft, 
and so far as the amendments are concerned, when they are taken into 
consideration I shall make my observations. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon*Mt Mr. H. B. A. Cotton): The ques- 
tion is that the Calcutta Suppression of Immoral Traffic Bill, 1923, be 
taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that in clause 2(7), 
line 3, the word “ habitually ” be omitted. 

My object is that the word “ habitually ” should be dropped, because 
I find that the word “ habitually ” has not been defined. This word 
also occurs in the provisions for bad livelihood in the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code. There, also, it has not been defined but it has been held 
in the decisions of the High Court that it always implies something as 
a result of repetition of offences. Well, I do not know whether the 
framer of the Bill has it that a particular house used by only one man — 
which may be for months — would not come under the definition of 
“ brothel.'’ If the object is that even one such user would bring it 
under the term “ brothel ” and all the salutary provisions made in 
this Bill be applied to that also, the word u habitually ” should be 
deleted. The clause runs thus: “ Brothel ” means any house, room 
or place which the occupier or person in charge thereof habitually 
allows to be used by any other person for the purposes of prostitution." 
I would add that even allowing for the first time should be sufficient 
to bring it under this Bill. Otherwise, in actual operation in law 
courts, the word “ habitually ” will always be interpreted according 
to the decisions of. the High Court ; that is, the first user of this kind 
would not bring it under this term. That is my view and therefore 
I press it upon the attention of the Council. 

Protestor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I oppose the amendment. I consider 
the word " habitually ” an essential and integral part of the definition 
of a " brothel.” That word really gives it its character. It defines 
the character of the house or room or place where prostitution is a habi- 
tual thing. 
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Thi Hon'ble Mr. H. L. ETEPHENtON: This amendment, if carried, 

would bring within the definition o! a “ brothel 99 any house in which 
a kept mistress is living and it was considered by the Select Committee 
that that would be going too far. We therefore stuck to the word 
4t habitually/’ 

The motion was put and lost. 

Khan Bahadur Mautvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I move that in 
clause 2(7), line 3, after the word “ habitually 99 the words “ uses or 99 
be inserted. 

The clause as it is in the Bill shows only that a “ brothel/’ means 
any house or room or place which the occupier or person in charge there- 
of habitually allows to be used by any other persons for the purpose of 
prostitution. That excludes from the operation a person who owns a 
house or is in occupation of the house and uses it for the purpose of 
prostitution. Therefore, it is necessary that the words “ uses or ” 
should be added so as to include the person, the actual occupier, as an 
offending party against this Act. So, I beg to propose the addition of 
the words “ uses or.” 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I find that in the 
definition of “ brothel ” the words ” allows to be used by any other 
person ” have been inserted. If allowance is considered to come within 
the definition, I submit that the word “ uses ” ought to be inserted, 
because mere allowance will not be sufficient for the purpose. Mere 
permission will not be sufficient according to the view I take and that 
is the reason why I press for the addition of the words “ uses or.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: My simple reason is this that 
the provision as it stands seems to include the occupier or person in 
charge thereof, etc. Supposing that such person herself is a prostitute 
and uses it for the purpose of prostitution, why should she escape? 
There is no reason and the words ” uses or ” will be sufficient to bring 
her under the purview of this section. That is the reason why I press 
for the addition of these words. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I oppose this amendment on the ground 
that the Bill does not contemplate the inclusion of women who are 
kept as single mistresses by people. We have more in view cases where 
the commercial aspect is present and where it is a matter of trade. If 
a gentleman thinks of keeping one woman in a particular house we do 
not wish to include such a house as coming within the purview of this 
Bill. ' 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: May I inquire whether tbe 
hon’ble member is drawing a difference between a kept mistress and a 
prostitute? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not arise— it is a matter of opinion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Rfti HIBARAH CHANDRA DAB GUPTA Bahadur: I move tnat 
to clause 2(2) the following be added, namely: — 

“ or for giving temporary shelter to, or for harbouring any girl 
or woman, destined for prostitution or a life of shame." 

I want to make the definition wider in its scope. We kuow that there 
are bariwalis who use certain houses where young girls, who are destined 
to take to a life of shame, are kept, and as soon as they are sufficiently 
old, they are dispersed and sent to other houses. I should like to bring 
the houses used by the bariwalis , themselves within the definition, and 
that is why I propose that this amendment should be accepted. These 
houses are something like depots and these depots should also be regarded 
as brothels. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I oppose this amendment. This may 
be a very dangerous innovation in the definition because a rescue home 
or an industrial home or a mission house or even a church which gives 
a temporary shelter to such unfortunate victims, if such a clause is im- 
ported into the definition of a “ brothel," will come under it, and this 
may lead to the opening of a big loophole, thus making the Act 
unworkable. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next amendment of Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur will stand over for the present. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I move that after 
clause 2(4) the following be added, namely: — 

“ (5) the words ‘ imprisonment of either description ’ will have the 
same meaning as in the Indian Penal Code.” 

In this Bill we find that in case of awarding punishments, it is simply 
written that the offender should suffer imprisonment. It is not 
stated what sort of imprisonment it will be and whether the convict will 
be subjected to any labour or not. So, it is desirable to amend several 
sections in the way that imprisonment of either description will be award- 
ed and for that purpose I want to be definite. It will have the same 
effect as in the ordinary penal code. If a man is sent to jail, he cannot 
be made to work in the jail without the addition of the words proposed 
in the amendment. So, I want that the word “ imprisonment ” should 
be defined. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. H. P. Duval): The member seems to be under a misapprehension. 
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Section 3 of the General Clauses Act applies to this Bill as it does to all 
Acts passed since 1899 and in that Act there is already a definition of 
“ imprisonment.” Imprisonment there is defined as “ imprisonment of 
either description as defined in the Indian Penal Code.’' It is not neces- 
sary in each Bill of this Council to set out any of the definitions already, 
set out in the General Clauses Act. Therefore, there is no need for this 
amendment at all. It is already provided for by the General Clauses Act. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: In that case, I 
withdraw my amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that after clause 

2{4) the following be added, namely: — 

“ (<5) ‘ prostitution ’ means sexual intercourse by a woman promis- 
cuously with any man for money or other valuable considera- 
tion.” 

I agree with Mr. K. C. De that this Act should contain 
a definition of “ prostitution.” The definition I want to put in is virtual- 
ly that suggested by Mr. De. Mr. De would define “ prostitu- 
tion ” as “ sexual intercourse by a woman promiscuously with any man 
on payment of money or other valuable consideration.” Flexner in his 
History of Prostitution in Europe defines “ prostitution ” in much the 
same way. The importance and necessity of defining the word “ prosti- 
tution ” will be realised from the fact that the word occurs some eight 
or nine times in this Act and so much depends on the meaning of the 
word “ prostitution.” Thus, clause 4 will penalise any person who soli- 
cits in public streets for the purpose of prostitution. Clause 5 would pena- 
lise any man who allows any house, room or place to be used for the pur- 
poses of prostitution ; clause 9 says that any male person who knowingly 
lives, wholly or in part, on the earnings of prostitution shall be punished ; 
clause 11 aims at punishing a man who imports into Calcutta any woman 
or girl to carry on the business of a prostitute; and clause 12 provides 
for the punishment of any person who detains any woman or girl against 
her will for the purpose of prostitution. Thus it will be seen that much 
depends on the interpretation of the word “ prostitution.” So, I think, 
the word should be clearly defined in this Act. 

Professor 8.C. MUKHERJI ! I oppose this on the gound that it is 
quite unnecessary. It is a well known word and about which there is no 
misapprehension in the mind of anybody as to what prostitution means. 
The definition of the word will not add to the usefulness of the Bill. 

ThO Hon’blO Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The Select Committee consi- 
dered the question of the definition of the word u prostitution.” I do not 
think that there is a definition in any Statute. Rai Harendranath 
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Chaudhurrs definition is merely a dictionary explanation of the word 
“ pfoetitution " and the difficulty comes in when you place a definition in 
a Statute which has got to be construed 'strictly. One effect of putting 
in this definition in the Act would be that the prosecution would have 
to prove the passing of money or other valuable consideration which 
might be an impossibility. In no other Act has it been found necessary 
to define “ prostitution." The Burma Act has not defined " prostitution." 
The Bombay Act does not define “prostitution.” As Professor Mukherji 
has said there is no likelihood of any indefiniteness or any injustice being 
done if the word was left undefined. Difficulties are likely to arise if the 
word is defined. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Clause 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: I move that clause 4 be omitted. 

The amendment which stands in my name and which is now before 
the House for its consideration is the logical outcome of the minute of 
dissent with which felt it incumbent on me to qualify my signature to 
the report of the Select Committee. As I pointed out in my note, legis- 
lation seeking to deal with the control of immoral traffic must proceed on 
two broad general basic principles — the one being that immorality can 
be eliminated by law and the other principal being that, recognising as 
we do that we are dealing with one of the fundamental instincts of 
human nature it can can be so dealt with and we must confine 
ourselves to discouruging it and mitigating the evils arising therefrom. 
The Bill under consideration seeks to effect control in three ways— 
firstly, by striking at the pimp or procurer; secondly, by providing for 
the removal of girls under 1G years of age from brothels; and thirdly and 
lastly, by protecting the youths of our city by rigorously punishing 
those who solicit in public streets and places. With the first two points 
I am in entire agreement but I join issue, and that very strongly, uith 
the third point, namely, the drastic way in which it is proposed to deal 
with the women who publicly solicit. My reasons for disagreement are 
threefold Firstly, I do not believe that solicitation is as great as evil 
as the protagonists of the clause would have us believe; secondly, if it be 
an evil, I see no ground for changing the existing law; and thirdly and 
lastly, the changes suggested by clause 4, if put into effect, will have 
most pernicious results and ones which will, to my mind, seriously jeo- 
pardise the liberty of the subject. I propose to deal with the three <on- 
tentions as briefly as possible, and I will take them in the order in which 
I have cited them. 
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Firstly, with regard to the alleged seriousness of the evil of solicita- 
tion. There are two main contentions brought forward to substantiate 
this contention — firstly, that it is a public nuisance, and secondly, that 
it definitely leads to immorality and that the suppression thereof will 
ipso facto lead to the suppression of immorality. With regard to the 
question of it being a public nuisance ; the scarcity of cases in the law 
courts is, I think, a sufficient evidence that it is not a nuisance to the 
extent that some would have us believe or if it is such a nuisance that at 
all events the pubilc do not realise it as such since they do not avail 
themselves of the remedy which the law now provides ; so I think, there- 
fore, we need not waste further time with this contention. But the 
real ground upon which this point must be considered is as to whether 
solicitation does or does not lead to immorality, and if it leads to 
immorality, whether it leads to it to such an extent as to demand such ex- 
traordinary and drastic legislation. Unquestionably solicitation does lead 
to immorality — about that there is no doubt. It would be idle to 
contend otherwise. Obviously a woman does not solicit otherwise than 
in the hopes of attracting trade, but the point for consideration is this: 
to what extent does the realisation come up to her expectations? Com- 
paratively speaking, but seldom, I think, and this opinion is substan- 
tiated by many of my friends from both the European, the Anglo-Indian 
and the Indian community. Speaking for my own community, I have 
not the slightest hesitation in affirming that solicitation does not lead 
in any definite or marked degree to immorality. Those of my 
countrymen who come out here come out with their characters 
already formed; they either are moral or they are not. The 
mere fact of a chance meeting with one of these unfortunate 
women in the streets seldom, if ever, leads to their downfall. The case 
of the Anglo-Indian community I am assured is on a par with our own. 
Here, again, undoubtedly there are occasions when its young men have 
taken the first step in their downfall owing to such a chance meeting; 
but I believe it to be as rare an exception in the latter community as I 
know it to be in the former. In dealing however with the question of the 
Indian community I confess that I am on a much less certain ground. 
On the one hand we have the sober and steady judgment of men like Pro- 
fessor S. V. Mukherji and the Chairman of the Corporation who assure 
us tiiat solicitation does lead to a definite increase of immorality; on the 
other hand from inquiries I have made from my Indian friends of 
various classes I gather that they are equally convinced that such is 
not the case. So that the matter would appear to resolve itself into a 
matter of personal opinion — and we have no statistics to help. us to 
arrive at the real truth of the position. I propose therefore that we 
should approach the matter from a different standpoint. Granting for 
the sake of argument that it is a public nuisance and that it does lead in 
a marked degree to immorality, the point we will now consider is this. 
Wherein lies the necessity of tampering with the law as it exists to-dav? 
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The law as it now stands allows the solicitee to follow the ordinary nor* 
mal course of action, i.e., lodging a complaint as the aggrieved party. It 
is urged that it is an unpleasant task and that it leads to unpleasant 
consequences, and that, men as such prefer to keep clear of it. Well, Sir, 
if we are so blind to this so-called evil of solicitation, or if we are so slug- 
gard in taking action in the matter, is that any reason why we should 
jeopardise the safety and liberty of our women ? Is that any reason why 
we should endanger every woman who goes abroad throughout the city ? 
Surely not! Let us never forget that if women constitute the supply of 
prostitutes, it is we, men, who constitute the demand which creates that 
supply. Surely, then, it is up to men to see that legislation bears equally 
on both sexes. Again the contention is brought forward that many 
abstain from laying a charge owing to the difficulty of getting a convic- 
tion; and indeed I take it that the real purpose underlying the clause in 
question is that we shall be able to get convictions where the previous 
law failed .so to do. In other words since we cannot get a conviction 
through the ordinary recognised process of the law it is proposed to do 
away with this process and put into the hands of the police summary 
powers such as I believe no other country in the world has dared to 
entrust fo their police. Even so, I fail to see how it is going to improve 
matters. We are faced with the following proposition. Either a magis- 
trate, when a case comes up before him, will deal with the case by the 
light of corroborative evidence or he will not. If he demands corro- 
borative evidence I fail to see how we are any better off since there is 
no reason to suppose that a man who has failed voluntarily to come 
forward in the past to give evidence will do so now. On the other hand 
the magistrate may deal with it without any corroborative evidence at 
all. In which case we propose to get a conviction or acquittal will be 
obtained against these unfortunate women, whether they are innocent 
dr guilty, on the mere opinion of one of these specially empowered 
police. 

Lastly, coming to my third point, namely, the vicious results which 
will follow if this clause becomes law and the infringement of the liberty 
of the people; to begin with, the chances of blackmail are more than 
hypothetical; and in making this statement I want to make it clear that 
I neither imply nor impute any special charge of dishonesty against the 
Calcutta police ; but what I do say and most emphatically is that we have 
no sort of right to act on the assumption that the police of this city 
surpass in honesty the police of other cities whether in'the East or in the 
West. We know that cases of blackmail do exist. We know of a case 
thefaibrof which rang through England a few months ago; a typical 
case complete with the necessary corollary to the blackmailing of an 
intractable victim, namely, the false witness. In addition to the chance 
of blackmail there exists in my opinion very definite chances of honest 
mistakes '^tieing made, by the police. As we all know, there are many 
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thousands living in this city who, through economic conditions, are 
forced to live in one room and very often share that one room with one# 
two, three or four others whose only means of recreation, whose only 
chance of getting away from the sordid environment of their life 
is by promenading the public streets and places; in other words going 
out — to use the words of the clause under discussion — in any street or 
jpublic place or within sight of a street or public place. In future# 
if this clause becomes law, our women will be able to walk abroad 
in our public places only at the risk of being summarily arrested 
for solicitation. In making this point I am perfectly certain That 
there are many here who think I am taking a morbid and exaggerated 
view of this case; but an observer has only to go through the 
streets of any of our big towns whether* in India or in Europe 
to satisfy himself that the freedom of gesture which emancipation 
has given to the youth of both sexes would furnish a very reasonable 
excuse for a perfectly honest mistake being made on the part of the 
police. Well, Sir, I have said my say and I urge the House with all the 
earnestness that I can command not to accept this clause but to support 
my amendment. The charge has often been levied against men who 
have in the past been the law givers of the land that the laws we framed 
were to benefit our own sex as opposed to the other. I ask the House to 
bear this in mind and not to add further weight to this reproach. If the 
House accepts my amendment I should ask leave subsequently to move 
a consequential amendment whereby the law will remain as it is to-day, 
and anybody who is molested in the public street by a prostitute may 
take the ordinary course of law, and lay his charge, and if she is found 
guilty, obtain a conviction. 

Mr. <1. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: I rise to support this amendment 
and in doing so I wish to point out that in my opinion there has been a 
great deni of unnecessary hysterical talk over this Bill. I do not wish to 
be misunderstood. I intend to support the Bill in its main principle, 
but I should plead with the members not to get an attack of neurasthenia 
and go to extreme measures; from my own personal experience of the 
cities in Europe I consider (from an European point of view) Calcutta 
is one of most moral cities that I have ever lived in. Where is the town 
or city in Europe where you can freely walk about any of its streets 
without being solicited? I defy any member to point out any city in 
Europe where a European can move so freely about all its streets without 
being solicited. Let us be in all things moderate. We have the 
'experience of the past history of our o\yn country' of what happens when 
.we go to extremes. Iiet us see what happened in the past. We remember 
the history of the Cromwellian period. When Cromwell came into power 
he went to such extremes in annulling all amusements that the very word 
“morality” stunk in the nostrils of all right-thinking people. Well, Sir, 
what happened when King Charles came to the throne? Well! when he 
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came to the throne the people went from one extreme to the other. There- 
fore 1 ask the members of this Council and the Government to consider 
this position carefully and go cautiously. All statesmen, who consider 
the good Government of the people and make laws for the people should 
never go to extremes. The Government of the country must not be too 
hard, but they must be guided in legislation with all moderation, 

I personally abhor the idea that the policemen of the city should 
have the power to arrest any person who he considers is soliciting. His 
idea of solicitation may be a mistaken one, he may be entirely wrong. I 
tremble to think what the condition of the city will be if the policemen 
are given a free hand in arresting any person either male or female and 
as my friend Villiers 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Who is that friend? 

Mr. «l. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER : Mr. Villiers, Sir, I am sorry. 
Mr. Villier® has stated that there was no special dishonesty amongst the 
Calcutta police, as a fact he said he placed them in the same category 
as the police in other big cities. That may or may not be so, but we 
have got to remember that our European women hold a different position 
out here from what they do in Europe, therefore it behoves us to be 
extremely careful so that we may not give power to the police, power 
that may place our womenfolk in an awakward position by some over- 
zealous policeman making a mistake. I support this amendment and 
feel that no further words from me are necessary. Every sensible mem- 
ber of this House must recognize that this amendment is a very necessary 
one and I feel sure that I may leave it to the good sense of the House 
with complete confidence in its decision. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MURA Bahadur: I support the 
amendment that has been moved. I have also put in an amendment. If 
the amendment of Mr. Villiers is carried it will not be necessary to dis- 
cuss mine. In that view of the question I suggest that if one reads the 
clause twice he will be satisfied that the operation of the law will not 
be a successful one and we will be entirely in the hands of the police. 
The Court will have to take into consideration the opinion of the police. 
The magistrate before whom a trial takes plarc will be in great difficulty. 
The police inspector will come forward with his own views on the subject 
and the magistrate will not be in position to deal with the matter upon 
evidence. I thought over the matter again and again and have come 
to the conclusion that, in the domain of practical morality this clause 
is an innovation. I am perfectly aware that there are similar clauses 
in the English Act but they have been practically restricted in a great 
degree. It is far better that we should not be in the hands of the police 
in this connection. I thought that certain limitations are provided in 
the English Act may be put forward to take away (if I may use 
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the words) the mischievous tendency of this clause. I think it is highly 
necessary that this clause should be omitted. Now the words “solicita- 
tion” and “endeavour to solicit” are used in the clauses. What prac- 
tical evidence can be introduced to secure a conviction? It will be 
necessary to understand the law, the law must be so clear as to secure a 
conviction, if there be an offence, bul is it an offence simply because 
there is supposed solicitation ? That is a question which I leave to the 
House to consider. However anxious the author of the Bill might have 
been to secure perfect morality in society, he ought to have seen that 
there are various difficulties in bringing the law into actual operation. 
I am very much afraid of the police endeavour to secure a conviction 
and without further taking up the time of the Council let me once more 
say that this clause should be omitted. 

Babll ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTA! The clause in the first para- 
graph makes an offence of what may be styled as solicitation ; the second 
paragraph shows how the offence is to be detected and the offender to 
be brought up for trial. In the first place, perhaps I misunderstood the 
whole scope of the Bill, but now I have been a little enlightened by the 
rejection of amendments Nos. 1 and 2. It does not aim at the extinction 
of the unfortunate creatures over whose destiny we are sitting in judg- 
ment to-day. Clause 4 seems to have been the result of a struggle between 
a hypercritical idea on one side and the practical difficulties in legislating 
consistent with that sort of ideal. On the face of it, it is so very badly 
worded that in actual operation the plight of the magistrate who has to 
administer this section will be pitiable, consisting as it does of so many 
words. Several members including my humble self have directed a 
number of amendments to clear its meaning but I think the matter 
should go a little deeper. If you really aim at the extinction of this class 
of women, then solicitation must be held to be an offence. If that is so, 
it must be done away with and recognized to \m an offence within the 
limits of this big municipality. We have heard from our able Chair- 
man of the Corporation, who on another occasion was so liberal in res- 
pect of the grant franchise to women, that solicitation has grown into 
an e.vil. The question that remains is this : if you recognise that pros- 
titutes have a right to be here and cannot be done away with in such a 
big city, perhaps my hon’ble friend, the Chairman of the Corporation, 
thinks that these women are the safety valves of the society here; yet 
there is some sort of solicitation which must be held absolutely illegal 
on their part. 

When the solicitation is of such a nature that it is converted into 
a public nuisance or it is so impertinent that it cannot be ignored, then 
it should be an offence, and unfortunately that is too often the case. On 
the other hand if you allow them to live on the earnings of their prosti- 
tution in one sense or other then there is no reason why you should 
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exclude them from the privilege of attracting customers, so to say 1 So 
my idea is that mere solicitation if it is in no way harmful to sentiments 
or does not cause annoyance to anybody, should not be held to be au 
offence. Therefore the first paragraph should be deleted. 

The second paragraph is the real question — the question of giving 
power to the police. If, however, it is intended that this clause should 
be a dead letter, then it is not a very desirable thing to legislate for, 
as in some cases it is bound to be an engine of oppression, and, so, this 
section too should be deleted. So whatever may be the sentimental views, 
for all practical purposes we should support the amendment of 
Mr. Villiers. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I support the 
amendment of Mr. Villiers. I will not repent his arguments which are 
cogent enough. Speaking for myself, I cannot kick at a helpless poor 
woman, not even for the sake of morality. Mercy is higher than any 
canon of morality that we know of. The poor unfortunate woman has 
been the temptress from ancient times. Eve tempted Adam out of 
the Garden of Eden. The celestial fairies are supposed to have tempted 
the great Rishis of old. Even the great Buddha was supposed to have 
been tempted. 'Woman — the temptress! It is the male in the universe 
of life that adorns himself with all fineries, with songs and dances to 
tempt the female — the glory of the female is motherhood. It is some- 
times forced upon her by the stronger male. In the case of the woman 
there is the glory of motherhood but in the case of the man there is only 
lust. Sir, woman — the temptress! She is to be sent to jail for soliciting 
I can never be a party to that. I know of a great man now dead who 
seduced a very respectable girl. In his old age he became virtuous and 
deserted her. He told me that she came to his house with tears in her 
eyes and asked him not to desert her hut this saintly person said that he 
resisted all temptation. He did not yield to solicitation. 

Sir, do you know which sort of woman solicits? It is the woman 
without bread, the woman ruined and deserted by man, forced for her 
bread to stand beside her door and tempt men by her beauty. She has 
no bread at home. Probably her child is starving and it is only that 
which makes her undergo this humiliation of going through the streets 
soliciting. I cannot conceive of a sadder spectacle than that. I would 
not, indeed, I cannot further describe the heartlessness of those who 
attempt to send to jail such a weak and breadless woman. 

Thc^ dangers of such a provision as this are so great that I wonder 
how any one can support it. 

Rai NIBARAH CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: I think the 
existing law is quite sufficient to meet the demands of morality, that is, 
to prevent immoral solicitation, which is an offence under the existing 
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law. Now the framer of the Bill wants to make it more drastic. In. 
attempting to do it I think an outrage is going to be done to the liberty of 
the people. It seems, the sting of the whole thing lies in sub-clause (2;* 
where solicitation has been raised to the dignity of a “ cognisable ’* 
offence, in which the police may arrest without warrant. Now it is for 
the House to consider if such a drastic provision is called for. We 
should take into consideration the arguments of the proposer of the 
amendment, which to my mind are quite cogent and very reasonable. 
A provision like this would open the door to police zooloom in many 
cases, and therefore I think that the clause should be omitted. Further* 
I for myself do not see any reason w f hy poor women should be punished* 
whereas men to whose passions they are victims escape scot free. While 
solicitation is becoming a perfect nuisance, I think the existing law is 
sufficiently strong to put it down 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK; What is the present law 
relating to solicitation? 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: I think my 
friend is a lawyer and he ought to know what the existing law is. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I cannot allow a private conversation between 
members. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: I think any 
lawyer can point that out. If hon’ble members will be pleased to take 
into consideration sub-clause (2), they will find it stated there, that “a 
police officer not below the rank of a sub-inspector or a sergeant specially 
empowered by name in this behalf by the Commissioner of Police, may 
arrest without a warrant for any offence specified in sub-sec + ion ( 1 ).'* 
It contemplates an offence, committed in their presence, hut without any 
complaint (as the person solicited may not teel aggrieved) for which 
the police officer considering the movements and gestures of any woman 
to be objectionable, may take her into custody without any warrant. 
Ought that to be the law ? Is it not an encroachment upon our vaunfell 
freedom and liberty? Apart from that question, I think this practice 
of solicitation has not assumed such gigantic proportions as to demand 
the enactment of a drastic measure like this. So, I whole-heartedly 
support the amendment moved by Mr. Villiers, 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: This question of the right 

way to deal with solicitation has been considered in every quarter of the 
globe and has not yet been satisfactorily solved. The present law in 
Calcutta allows a police officer to arrest without warrant on the complaint 
of the person molested. If it is desired to go a step further, if it is con- 
sidered that solicitation in Calcutta is a crying evil, and if it is considered 
that it must be stopped, it is necessary to strengthen the law in respect of 
this, and I consider that the section as it stands is the least we can do. 
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It is no use trying to strengthen the law against solicitation if you are 
going to object to giving the police power to arrest without a warrant. 
Ton have got to swallow the pill one way or the other. It is perfectly 
open to argument whether the evil in Calcutta at present is sufficiently 
grave to necessitate adopting any drastic measure in order to stamp it 
out. From the point of view of the police they have no wish whatever 
for a further extension of powers; the police themselves do not want 
them, and they would much rather be without them. At present they 
have this protection that if they are accused of blackmail they can pro- 
duce the person who complained. In the future the whole onus will be 
thrown upon them and criticism which is always waiting for the police, 
will have further rope. From the point of view of the Member in 
■charge of Jail* I regard the imprisonment of a prostitute for a short 
term as an unmitigated evil. Visiting the Presidency Jail you will find 
half a dozen prostitutes in for a fortnight, or three weeks or a month, 
whom it is impossible to reform in so short a time, and who only contam- 
inate tbe other female prisoners. But, Sir, (his is a matter which it is 
lor the community at large to decide for itself at to whether it should 
take any step at all. The Government members will be entirely free to 
vote on this motion and Government only desire to follow the sentiments 
of the public on tbe matter; and not in any way to force the pace if the 
public are not prepared for it. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment of Mr. Villiers. I do so as a citizen of Calcutta and as one of their 
representatives. I am surprised to find that there is some difference of 
opinion with regard to the methods to be adopted for the purpose of pre- 
venting solicitation. I do realize that the question is not free from 
difficulty, and that the solution is not so easy, but at the same time I 
■cannot forget that solicitation in Calcutta has now reached a stage at 
which it requires to be suppressed. What Mr. Villiers’ information is, 

I do not know, but those of us who live in the northern part of the city 
will not be surprised when I say that solicitation has become scandalous 
and has to be suppressed. Those of us who have to pass through such 
streets as Beadon Street, Chitpore Road and similar other streets in the 
heart of the city, will they agree with Mr. Villiers when he says that soli- 
citation is not so very dangerous as to require a weapon like this? In the 
evening when we pass with our families in carriages through these same 
streets, we feel ashamed to go with our families ; we feel that this state of 
'affairs cannot be tolerated by any man who has tbe slightest regard for 
ihe decencies of life. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIERS: Has the member ever lodged a com- 
plaint ? 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Again I speak of quarters like 
College Square, Bow Bazai. etc., with which we are familiar. Three 
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years ago attempts were made to do away with the brothel houses very 
recently established near the University colleges. The Corporation of 
Calcutta attempted to declare these streets as public thoroughfares, at the 
first stage, to prevent brothels being established there ; subsequently the 
Commissioner of Police said that he could not take any action unless- 
people came forward and stated that there was solicitation. At present 
we have been told that unless we come forward and complain about the 
solicitation, the present Act practically becomes useless. Is there any 
reason, any justification for brothels being allowed to be established 
in Calcutta in localities near about the University of Calcutta? 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; I rise to a point of order. Are 
we discussing the question of the location of brothels or the question of 
solicitation? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The House is discussing the question of solicita- 
tion, but Dr. Haridhan Dutt has started talking about the undesirability 
of establishing brothels in certain quarters. Keep to the point, I)r. Dutt, 
please. 

Rsi Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I wi«di to point out that in 
these houses, recently called brothels, in which these women live, one part, 
of their work is to sit on the verandahs in front of their houses and solicit 
passers-by. As I spoke about the Calcutta University and the locality 
round about, I wanted to point out that that portion was up to very 
recently free from such houses where solicitation was common, but during 
the last three years, certain streets have been declared as public* thorough- 
fares with the result that these women come to these quarters which 
were formerly free from them and settle themselves there. If we have 
a law like this, that solicitation will not be permitted, these women 
would not dare to come near the Calcutta University. 

I am extremely surprised to find that Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur, who represents the Calcutta University in this House, is not 
looking to the moral interests of the students of the University. If he 
will come with me, I will show him how a large number of students are 
beiug subjected to solicitation by these women in a way which can easily 
be prevented. I am rather surprised to find that some of my friends .who 
come from a distance of 300 or 400 miles from Calcutta jmss opinions 
seriously here whether solicitation should be prevented or not. My 
friend, Rai Nibaran Charan Das Gupta Bahadur comes from Barisal 
and he advises us as to whether solicitation is prevalent in Calcutta or not. 

I may at once state here that I am not prepared to act in a matter of this- 
kind by taking the advice of men like those who come from the mufassal. 
What do they know of what is going on in Calcutta? If my friend, 
Mr. Mallik, had told me about this, I would have taken his advice lying- 
down, but on the question whether solicitation should be prevented or not 
I shall certainly not be advised by those gentlemen who come from the 
mufassal. 
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Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: I rise to oppose the nioendment of 
Mr. Yilliers. It must be conceded that if solicitation in Calcutta has 
reached such a stage that it has become a scandal, and that it is practically 
sapping away the very foundation of the morality of our young people, 
it is absolutely necessary that this clause should be retained. 

It is a question of fact, and I think those who live in Calcutta and who 
have experience of the streets of Calcutta, especially the northern part, 
will agree with me that solicitation has practically become a nuisance. 
The result of this solicitation is that a large number of young men, 
especially students, are falling victims to this solicitation every day, 
and many young men are being ruined. It is absolutely high time 
that a vigorous attempt should be made to do away with the evil, or at 
least to check the growth of this nuisance. Kai Dr. Haridhan Dutt. 
Bahadur has correctly pointed out the real state of affairs in Calcutta, 
and I think the present law is not at all sufficient to cope with the situa- 
tion. It is absolutely necessary that some measure must he adopted just 
as has been done in Burma Act II of 1921 to meet a situation like this. 
Perhaps it is known to many of u> that with the passing of the Burma 
Act, Rangoon has improved very materially in this direction. Therefore, 
the arguments of those who seem to think that by legislation you cannot 
improve morality would be met by actual facts and figures from Rangoon. 
It is absolutely necessary at tht 1 present stage that a serious effort should 
be made to eradicate this evil. I do not for a moment suggest that this 
legislation would be quite sufficient to eradicate this evil for all time to 
come, but it is quite clear t hat the time has now come that some measures 
must be adopted in order to eradicate t his evil. We must make a real 
attempt, and I think the provisions of this Bill are not so strict as they 
should have been. The nuisance is growing to such an enormous extent 
that I would suggest even more drastic measures for evils like thi*. 
Therefore I strongly oppose the motion of Mr. Yilliers. 

Babil OEBI PR08AD KHAITAN* I am rather surprised to find that 
Mr. Yilliers has found even the slightest support in favour of his amend- 
ment at the hands of any Indian friend of mine. The evil of solicitation 
has to some extent beeu described by my friend Dr. Uaridhan Dutt. If 
any person passes through Chitpore Road it is not at all difficult for him 
to find out the serious extent to which solicitation has grown in Calcutta. 
It is quite obvious that prostitutes living in Chitpore Road sit in their 
verandahs and use all manner of gestures and other kinds of signs to 
attract people to visit their houses. It is really disgraceful that solicita- 
tion is not confined to prostitutes alone, but in some parts of Calcutta you 
will find that solicitation is practised by men, though not of the respect- 
able class. In some streets of Calcutta it has been found on complaints 
made to the Commissioner of Police that respectable ladies passing by 
these streets have been solicited by goondas and other ruffians living ftt 
these streets. They have applied the law to women soliciting; is it tc 
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be presumed that goondas and other ruffians should be allowed to solicit 
respectable or any kind of ladies or women, who pass these streets? 
There is also another evil that has got to be suppressed. Some members 
have said that if this section be passed, it would place much power in the 
hands of the police, and that the present law is sufficient. Although I 
. am aware that my friend, Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur, is 
a lawyer, I fear he had not looked into the existing law before he said 
that it was sufficient. If a lady passing through a street is solicited by 
another man, is it possible for that lady to lodge a complaint against 
him to any police officer? 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Does this come 
under the section? 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Of course it does. My friend has 
not even read the section and yet he has supported the amendment of 
Mr. Villiers. The clause in the Act says : — 

" Whoever in any street or public place or within sight of and in such manner ag 
to be seen from any street or public place, endeavours to attract attention for the pur- 
pose cf prostitution or for such purpose solicits or abets the solicitation of any person, 
shall be punished with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees, or with imprison- 
ment for a term which may extend to one month, or with both, and if such person is 
again convicted after three previous convictions for the same offence, he shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a terra which may extend to six months.” 

The English that has been taught to me says that “person” is com- 
mon gender, whether male or female. If some other grammar has taught 
Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur English, I do not know; but 
whether he thinks it is a man or a woman who solicits, it clearly comes 
under the purview of the Act. 

Although so much obstructive presumption has been made that this 
law places much power in the hands of the police, no constructive sug- 
gestion has been made by any member of this House as to what should be 
done to prevent the evil already grown up, and which is still increasing 
in the heart of the city. This city is inhabited by a large number of 
persons of both genders coming from different parts of the Province, and 
it is they who have got to be protected from evil influences as far as pos- 
sible by the law. In these circumstances I hope this House will not refuse 
to enact clause 4 of this Bill and will welcome it as a great deterrent in 
order to improve the morality of the city. 

Blbli 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I heartily congratulate 

Mr. Villiers for his very able speech in support of his point, but I am 
sorry to say that I entirely disagree with him both in his facts and in his 
proposals. I am afraid there is a little mistake which is the basis of all 
the fallacies in his arguments. He thinks that interference with liberty 
and interference with a libertine is one and the same thing. That is his 
fundamental mistake, and starting from that mistake he has come forward 
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with » resolution, the effects of which I say will be deplorable. My 
friend, Mr. Villiers, is well known as a man who soars very high; he has 
a great deal of family spiritual tradition behind him, but for him to 
stand here and say that we wish to perpetuate solicitation 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIERS: I rise to a point of order. I said no such 
thing. All I said was that we are as much responsible for solicitation as 
the women, and as such it is up to us to see that whatever legislation is 
put in force should apply equally to men as well as to women, There is 
the existing law to control this, and if men are too lazy and do not wish 
to take the trouble to make complaints, they are equally to blame. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I stand corrected. I thought 
he said much more than that, but he and I agree that there is a good 
deal of solicitation in Calcutta. 

Mr. F x E. E. VILLIERS: No. I said there is a certain amount of soli- 
citation in Calcutta, 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: lie admits that there is solici- 
tation ; it dues uot make much difference whether there is much or a 
little 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr M alii k. I think you had better give up your 
attempt to try to agree with Mr. Villiers. (Laughter.) 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Then the second point is 
whether solicitation is a serious matter or not. lie thinks that it is not a 
very serious matter, but 1 say it is a very serious matter to my own com- 
munity. My friend has said that Europeans come to Calcutta with their 
characters well-formed — I do not know much about Europeans or Anglo- 
Indians — it may or may not be so ; I do not know much of fheir char- 
acters, but I know my own community well and knowing that I must ask 
my countrymen to vote for the retention of this clause and see that soli- 
citation is put a stop to. Calcutta is a town with many schools and 
colleges, and I must ask my friends from the mufassal who send their 
children to Calcutta for education also to vote for this clause. 1 do not 
accept the view of my friend, Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur. It k 
not a matter for Calcutta people alone. In this matter I crave the assist- 
ance and co-operation of the mufassal members of this House because 
these young men who fall victims to this solicitation are largely young 
men from the mufassal who live here away from their guardians. It 
is for them to consider whether this law should be enacted or not. It 
does not matter what the Europeans or the Anglo-Indians think or say 
in this matter; their number is not very large. The position is this; 
can we Indiana afford to overlook this solicitation? There is hardly 
any place in Calcutta where there is no solicitation so far as the Indian 
portions are concerned ; this is going on in almost every part of Indian 
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Calcutta. The other alternatives are first of all to segregate these bad 
women wend them to some part of the town, far away from the heart of the 
city, where they will not be such a danger. But, pray, where are you to 
send them f You will have to find a place far away from schools and 
colleges. If you put them in narrow lanes and streets, to my mind it 
will be far more dangerous. I would rather have prostitutes in broad 
open streets than in narrow lanes, where solicitation is easier. In that 
view, I say that mere removal of prostitutes inside narrow lanes, etc., is 
not advisable. I therefore submit to this House that it our bounden 
duty to accept this clause, and set our face against solicitation. 

Mr. Yilliers has put forward another objection, viz., freedom of ges- 
ture; he calls solicitation freedom of gesture 

Mr. F. E. E. YILLIERS: I did not say anything of the sort. If my 
friend will refresh his very keen memory he will recollect that I did not 
say anything of the sort. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: However, freedom of gesture 
is the language that he used. There is nothing more dangerous than free- 
dom of gesture. Is this to be permited? How far are w r e to tolerate 
this freedom of gesture Y We all live and move in society and we have got 
to live up to a certain standard, and we cannot permit these things to go 
too far. Freedom of gesture, forsooth! We would like to control even 
their mode of dressing. We cannot permit womenfolk too much freedom 
in dress even to dress as they like. Then you say that this places too much 
power in the hands of the police; the police take power whether it is 
given to them or not. Take the ease of the poor bullock cart driver; he 
is arrested, taken to the tbana, his whole day is lost and it often happens 
that when he is put before the magistrate he is acquitted. You have 
got to give some power to the police. Therefore, the Bill says that you 
have got to give this power to selected men, men selected for this pur- 
pose by the Commissioner of Police, both Indians and Europeans. 

My friend raised this point with considerable force in the Select Com- 
mittee. Under certain circumstances persons who do not belong to a 
particular community may very well make mistakes as regards gestures 
and familiarity; I quite appreciate that part of the argument. That 
is the reason why I said sergeants could do this work in European 
quarters, and sub-inspectors in Indian quarters, so that there may 
be no mistake. We do not want to interfere with a young lady 
who wants to take a walk with her male friend on the streets 
ot the Maidan. To say that the police might make a mistake 

and arrest her; that will be too much. That cannot be the 
ground for throwing out this excellent suggestion of my friend, 

Professor Mukherji, regarding solicitation and to put a stop to 

that. As regards the observation of my esteemed and hoiTble 
friend, Mr. Stephenson, that these short-time imprisonments of women 
are a source of great trouble, I want to point out that Government per* 
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sisted in short-time imprisonments in the case of our young men, in spite 
of our repeated protests. However, discretion is given to the Magistrates 
and this power is to be exercised by magistrates of the first class. There- 
fore, to my mind, this provision is one which we should all support. I 
would ask my friends from the mufassal to help us in attaining this 
object, for after all it is their children who come to Calcutta for their edu- 
cation, and particular care should be taken of them. Objectionable free- 
dom of gesture and all that must be put a stop *o. If the Act has got to be 
passed, then this provision has also got to be passed. Otherwise throw the 
whole thing out. No one is likely to go voluntarily to a police station to 
lodge a complaint in a matter like this. Suppose I g) with my sen or 
younger brother along a public street and a woman makes gestures, 
should I go to the i>olice station to lodge a complaint P There are a 
thousand reasons why I should not do so. If there is such a provision 
people will be saved from persecution in the hands of women of such 
character. Directly you strike at solicitation, you strike at the root of 
prostitution In the very last days of this Council you cannot do any- 
thing better for yourself or for your community. If you accept this 
clause you can tell your friends that at least you have done something 
good for the country. 

Mr. W. L. CAREY: This is no new subject. I suppose this subject was 
before every city and before every civilized community for hundreds of 
years, and I think that we have many examples before us of what is the 
best way to deal with it as regards provision to interfere and arrest in 
cases of annoyance and solicitation. I have not heard Mr. Viiliers’ speech 
but I am perfectly certain of one thing that, as with all of us who claim to 
be decent thinking people, we are none of us in favour of permitting son- 
citation free and untrammelled. I do not believe that is Mr. Villio»V 
opinion either in spite of his amendment. We know probably that what 
Mr. S. N. Mallik has said is quite true. The youths from the mufassal 
who come here are undoubtedly detrimentally affected to some extent. I 
think in the other parts of the town it is probably not so bad ; but that 
does not, I think, justify us in not taking the necessary measures to pro- 
tect interference and persecution from another direction, that is fnwi 
the junior members of the police. I do not suggest for a moment that 
the police here are any worse than in other countries in that direction. 
But I do say that there is this danger and it is up to all calm and clear 
thinking people to try and prevent that danger. That I believe is the 
real basis and object of the amendment which we are considering. The 
law a9 it exists in other civilized countries is that arrest may not be made 
of anybody merely for the police imagining that he has heard a remark 
or seen gestures, but definite information must be laid. I think that is 
the constructive plan which Mr. Khaitan is looking for. It is essential 
that personal feelings such as Mr. Mallik has spoken of to-day, should be 
put aside; it is essential that any one who wishes to assist in keeping the 
streets clean and free of these particular nuisances should, if he is accosted. 
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not think of what his own feelings in the matter are, but what his duty 
is as a public citizen, and he should go and lay information where he can 
prove it. There I think you have the constructive policy. But I do not 
think we should be wise in allowing clause 4 to go through. I do foresee 
great danger. In every section of the town there is the possibility of 
ruined characters from malice or for a desire for bahshis and we must, I 
think, consider that in the case of a woman of whatever creed or nation- 
ality, she suffers much more by having a complaint made against her, 
even if afterwards she is proved to be innocent. These, I believe, are 
the grounds on which we should really act. We need not fear, for if 
everybody under the Act could be induced to take even a small part of 
his duty, that would be sufficient protection. For these reasons I beg 
to support the amendment. 

M&ulvi YAQUINUDDIN AHMED: I support the amendment of 
Mr. Villiers. I think prostitution is a necessary evil in all great cities, 
but it ought to be well regulated. That is the reason why this Bill has 
been introduced, but the provision that is made in clause 4 of the Bill is, I 
think, bad. Solicitation is a tford which requires definition. Solicitation 
from up a verandah I think is a kind of solicitation which one moral man 
may consider one way and another in another way. From what 
Mr. Villiers has said, freedom of gesture is, I think, a thing which ought 
to be well considered. It is not what my friend Mr. Mallik,- has said a 
war against the libertine, but it is a war against liberty, if freedom of 
gesture is interfered with in any way. There are places where pros- 
titutes Ihe and if there is any moral man, he would not go 
with his duughter and wife by that road in order to see those 
unsightly things. My friend, Rai Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt Bahadur, 
has said that he has to go by those roads with his wife and 
daughter. I think a moral man need not do so if he knows 
perfectly w’ell that the quarters are inhabited by prostitutes. 
Therefore, Sir, I beg to submit that the word “ solicitation ” ought to be 
well defined before we can work upon it and if solicitation in the way 
in which it is interpreted just now — women up a verandah beckoning or 
doing something in some way or other — is included in this section, I 
think a very dangerous instrument is going to be given in the hands of 
the police. If such gestures or any other action that is made by a 
woman up in a verandah are to be punishable under this Act, it is only 
giving an instrument in the hands of the police officers to exact more 
money. I therefore say that it would be l*ke the Excise Department 
where whatever restriction you might put, excise revenue will go on 
increasing for ever. In the same way solicitation and other things will 
go on as merrily as ever, but only give a new instrument in the hands 
of the police to exact money and nothing more. Therefore, I strongly 
support the amendment moved by my friend, Mr. Villiers. 

Mf« PRESIDENT! I should like to point out to the Council that 
there are some 142 amendments on the paper. The last debate has been 
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productive of much needless repetition. Hon’ble members will please 
try and remember that such repetitions do not add to the strength of the 
arguments already advanced. 

Professor 8. C. MU KHERdl: I wish to place before the House just 
a few facts. I did not realize that this clause was going to generate so 
much heat. This provision finds a place in the Burma Act. Only last 
week in the Bombay Legislative Council this very provision was incor- 
porated in the Bombay Prostitution Bill. I have not got the exact word- 
ing before me, but I have seen the newspaper rejxjrt and I find the word- 
ing is practically the s>ame. It is a fact which cannot be controverted 
that solicitation is a growing evil in this metropolitan city. I am told 
that every soldier from the Fori before he can get to the Ronaldshay Hut 
or before he gets to Chowringhec is accosted at least three or four 
times by women— hopelessly shameless and hopelessly diseased— ami the 
military authorities of the Fort are getting nervous about this business. 
That .solicitation is a growing evil in European parts of the town goes 
without contradiction, because my information is from a European Mi*- 
sionary who has made a special study of the subject and who ha* gone 
very carefully into it. That solicitation is growing apace in the Indian 
section of the town goes without contradiction and hundreds and thou- 
sands of our young men who are studying in our Calcutta colleges are the 
unfortunate victims of this solicitation. I do not think there is any differ- 
ence of opinion so far as the evil goes; the real trouble begins with the 
second clause. It is the pow T er that is being given to the police which has 
sent a thrill of terror into the hearts of some of the members of 1 this Council. 
In fact, it is a revelation to me. I was fully aware that the Indians w*ere 
nervous about the police, they are always afraid of giving more power to 
the police, but I did not realize that there w'as so much nervousness 
amongst the European community about the matter. There lies the real 
crux of the question. It is the second clause that really determines our 
attitude. The danger is because so much power is being given to the 
police — to the sub-inspector or to the sergeant — that he can arrest without 
warrant under certain circumstances. Everyone admits that solicitation 
is bad, that it does a great deal of harm and that it should be suppressed 
if it can be suppressed. Under these circumstances I feel that the whole 
clause ought not to be thrown out but that the clause ought to l>e ho 
amended as to give less power to the police and thus safeguarding the 
liberty of the people. Mr. Villiers is very anxious that there must not be 
curtailment of individual liberty or that the police must not be given a 
power which they might use as an engine of oppression to harass or 
molest innocent and decent ladies. In these circumstances I feel that I 
must oppose the amendment of Mr. Villiers, because I feel that it would 
be a thousand pities if the whole clause is thrown out. But at the same 
time after hearing all the discussion I think that the clause ought to be 
so amended as to safeguard the liberty of the people. 
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The Hon'ble Mr, H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: With regard to Professor 

Mukherji’s speech the attitude of Government is quite clear and I have 
given an indication of that in my speech before. The attitude of Gov- 
ernment is that if you are going to have a section of this kind against 
solicitation you must leave it as it stands in the Bill. Nothing less 
will be of any use. If Professor Mukherji’s idea is to modify this 
clause, I would strongly oppose him. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 

AYE8. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Anaharuddln. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddln. 

Ahmed, Munshl Jafar. 

All, Munehl A>yub. 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir lurendra Nath. 
Sarma, Ral Sahib Panchanan. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Cooper, Mr Charles C. 

Crawford, Mr T. C. 

Oat Oupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
Do, Mr. K. C. 

Oey, Mr. Q. C. 

Donald, the Hon’ble Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dost, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Goods, Mr. t. W. 

Horned, Mr. W. W. 

Huntfngford, Mr. C. T. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Muhammad Ershad All. 

Law, Raja Reshee Cass. 


Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble the. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MoCay, Lt.-Col. David. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nltya Dhon. 

Mulllok, Babu Nlrode Behary. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Raheem, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur*. 

Ralkat, Mr. Prasanna Dib. 

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Robertson, Mr. F. W. 

Ross, Mr. C. F. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlsh Chandra 
Roy, Mr. Bljoyprosad Singh. 

*Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdus. 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

8klnner, Mr. H. E. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 


N0E8. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Waslmuddln. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Rah Uddln. 

All, Mr. Syed Naslm. 

All, Munshl Amir. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamcd. 
Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Base, Babu Jattndra Nath. 

Bhattaoharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Bote, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chewdhury, Maulvl Fazlal Karim. 

Oat, Mr. S. R. 

Do, Ral Bahadur Fanlndralal. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammtd Madassur. 

Karim, Maulvl Fallal. 

TFe 'Ayes being 54 and the Noes 


Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud*dln. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Rahque Uddln. 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 
Makramall, Munshl. 

MalUk, Babu Surendra Nath. 
Mukerjee, Mr. 8. C. 

Mukharjl, Babu tatlsh Chandra. 
MukherJI, Frefessor S. C. 

Nasker, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jabbar. 
Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shakhareswar. 
Slnha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Major Haetan. 


31, the motion was carried. 
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The following amendments to clause 4 were not put as they failed : — 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: 44 That in clause 4(7), 
line 1, after the word 4 Whoever * the words 4 for the purpose of pros- 
titution ’ be inserted. ” 

Babu ANN AD A CHAR AN DUTTA: 44 That in clause 4(7), lines 

1 and 2, for the words 4 or within sight of, and ’ the words 4 or from 
any place ’ be substituted.” 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 44 That in clause 4(7), lines 1, 

2 and 3, the words ‘ or within sight of, and in such manner as to be seen 
from any street or public place * be omitted/' 

Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahddur: “ That in clause 4(7), line 3, 
after the word * endeavours ’ the words 4 by over act or otherwise ’ be 
inserted.” 

Babu 'ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 44 That in clause 4(7), 
line 3, for the word 4 endeavours 9 the words 4 does any overt act by 
word, gesture, sign or the like in order ’ he substituted/’ 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY and Rai MAHENDRA 
CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 44 That in clause 4(7), lines 3, 4 and 
5, the words 44 endeavours to attract attention for the purpose of prosti- 
tution, or for such purpose ’ be omitted.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 44 That in clause 4(7), line 5, 
the words 4 or abets the solicitation of 9 be omitted.” 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur: 44 That in 
clause 4(7), line 6, after the word 4 solicitation ’ the words 4 herself 
or through any other person ’ be inserted. 7 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 44 That in clause 4(7), 
line G, after the word 4 person ' the words 4 to the annoyance df the 
person solicited or of any two or more of the inhabitants or passers-by ” 
be inserted/’ 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 44 That in clause 4(7), 
line 6, after the word 4 shall ’ the words 4 for a first offence ’ he inserted.” 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: 44 That in clause 4(7K- 

(i) in line 7, for the words 4 one hundred * the words 4 two hun- 
dred ’ be substituted; and 

(it) in line 8, for the words 4 one month ' the words 4 two months’ 
be substituted.” 
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Babu ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA: “ That at the end of clause 

4(7), the words * or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees 
or with both ’ be added.” 

8HAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: “ That at the end of clause 

4(7) the following be added, namely: — 

‘ and if any person is convicted of such offence for more than 
four times he shall be punished with imprisonment for a 
term of six months and shall not be allowed to live in 
Calcutta.’” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI and Babu AMULYA RHONE 
ADDY: " That in clause 4(2), line 2, the words 1 or Sergeant ’ be 
omitted.” 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That in clause 4(2), line 5, 
the word * sub ’ be omitted.” 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: ‘ That in 

clause 4(2), line 4, after the word ‘ may ’ the words ‘ on the complaint 
of any person ’ be inserted.” 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY to move that in clause 4(2), line 4, 
after the word “ may ” the words “ on the complaint of the person 
offended ” be inserted. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: ‘ That in clause 4(2), 
lip© 4, after the word ‘ may ’ the words ‘ on the complaint of the per- 
son solicited ’ be inserted.” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: “ That at the end 

of clause 4(2), the words ‘ if the name and address of such person be 
unknown to him and cannot be ascertained by him then and there ” be 
added.” 

Babu ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA: “ That at the end of clause 
4(2), the words ‘ after recording in writing the information according 
to the provisions of 154 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898,’ be 
added.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “ That to clause 4 the 
following be added, namely: — 

. ‘ (,]) In any case in which a person is convicted of an offence 
punishable under sub-section (7), and no previous convic- 
tion is proved against him, the Court may, instead of 
sentencing him at once to any punishment, direct- that he be 
released on his entering into a bond for his good behaviour, 
with or without sureties, and during such period (not exceed- 
ing one year) as the Court may direct.' ” 
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Hr. PRESIDENT: As we have now disposed of the question of 
solicitation, I shall now put clause 2 to the Council. The question is 
that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur was 
not put as it was covered by the previous decision of the Council for the 
omission of all references to solicitation in the Bill. 

“ That after clause 2(4) the following be added, namely: — 

* (5) a person solicits another person who endeavours to attract 
the attention of such person by words, gestures, wilful and 
indecent exposure of person or otherwise for the purpose of 
prostitution.* *’ 


Clause 5. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 5 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAs I move that in clause 6(7) 
line 21, after the word “ place ” the words “ or all of them ** be inserted. 

My simple object is that notice should be served on all persons: you 
should not do anything against any person without giving him a pro- 
per notice : this is the reason why I would like to insert the words H or 
all of them ’* after the word “ place *’ in clause 5(f), line 21, and 
my proposal is accepted, my amendment will no doubt facilitate the 
working of the section. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I am prepared to accept it. 

The motion of Babu Annada Charan Dutta was then put and agreed 
to. 


Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that in 
clause 5(f) (a), line 1, the words “ or disorderly house ** be omitted. 

My reason is this. There is no definition of the words u disorderly 
house ** and sonsequently this ought to be omitted. Any house may 
be viewed as a disorderly house and as such there might be some diftt- 
culty in carrying out the provisions of the law and the object in view 
will be defeated. If the legislator is not in a position to define the 
words ** disorderly house,** it would be judicious to omit this altogether 
so that the parties concerned may not be put to difficulty. I, therefore 
trust the House will accept my amendment. 

Tht Hon’W# Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The Rai Bahadur says that 
there may be some difficulty in deciding what a 11 disorderly house ft 
is in the absence of a definition. I think the plain answer to this is that 

IS 
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this section as it stands has been the law for the last 40 or 50 years and 
there has never been any difficulty in interpreting the words “ disorderly 
house." Therefore I think the hon'ble member will see that the diffi- 
culty he foresees is not likely to arise. 

The motion of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur was then, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: “ That clause 

5(7) (a), line 3, the word ‘ common ’ be omitted." 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in clause 5(7) (a), 
line G, for the words “ place of public worship or recreation " the words 
“ public mosque, temple or dehaloya or other place of public worship 
or any place of public recreation " be substituted." 

He spoke in the vernacular in support of this motion. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I oppose the motion moved by 
Shah Sahib. In clause line 6, the words " place of public wor- 

ship or recreation " as they now stand are so explicit as to cover the 
same ground and meet the requirements which my hon’ble friend 
Shall Sahib has in view. 

*The motion was then, by leave, of the Council, withdrawn. 

fiabu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that at the end of 

clause 5(7)(d) the following be added, namely: — 

" He shall record the same or cause it to be recorded in writing 
following the procedure set forth in section 154 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1898, and then." 

My amendment requires an explanation. The idea is simply to keep 
on record the information which the Police Commissioner received and 
upon which he acts. The Police Commissioner is a busy officer and 
there may be a number of informations and in a cape like this and 
where it is necessary and proper to proceed, it is desirable that there 
should be some initial record of the information that he gets. If you 
look to the analogous section of the Criminal Procedure Code you will 
'find that the information upon which preventive measures are taken 
under section 145, etc,, there also the information has got to be recorded 
in writing And a very good procedure has been laid down under section 
145 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

This clause refers to the removal of certain undesirable things from 
a particular locality so this will not strike at the root of the main pro- 
visions of the Bill, At the same time there will be no grounds for 
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complaint by the aggrieved person that the Police Commissioner pro- 
ceeded arbitrarily upon unsatisfactory information. On the one hand, 
it will give satisfaction to all parties concerned, on the other hand it 
will be kept in a record of information and there will be no delay or 
extra expenditure in this matter. The Police Commissioner may record 
the information himself or he may ask any of his employees to do so. 

Mr. H. P. DUVAL: I do not know whether the hon’ble member is 
aware that section 154 of the Criminal Procedure Code has no applica- 
tion to Calcutta at all and it seems to me perfectly unnecessary to intro- 
duce the formalities of that section into this Bill. The Commissioner 
of Police will naturally have to keep a record of informations which he 
receives usually in writing and he cannot issue a notice without having 
certain information on which to issue it. What the mover wishes to do 
is to have the first information recorded as is done in the case of a cog- 
nisable offence under section 154 of the Criminal Procedure Code by 
an officer at a police station. As I say, the Commissioner of Police must 
have some record of his proceedings before he issues his notices and 
you will see later on that he will also have to keep a register of places 
in respect of which such orders are issued. All the formalities of this 
section which does not apply to Calcutta appear therefore to the 
unnecessary here. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: On a point of explanation, 

Sir. If I exclude the words “ following the procedure set forth in 
section 154 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898,” from my amend- 
ment, will it l)e acceptable to the hon’ble member? 

Mr. H. P. DUVAL: I do not think that there is any necessity for 
the amendment because as I have said the Commissioner of Police must 
record something before he issues a notice. Therefore the amendment 
seems to me to be superfluous. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that in clause 
b(l), line 19, after the words “ he may ” the words “ after due inquiry ” 
be inserted. 

The object of this amendment is obvious. When taking action 
under this clause due care ought to be taken and an inquiry ought to 
be made before issuing any notice. That is the whole object of my 
amendment. 

Profmor S. C. MUKHERdl: I oppose it on the ground that it is 
unnecessary. If the hon’ble member will read the clause very carefully 
be will find that the notice that will be issued will contain all the 
grounds of the order. The Commissioner of Police cannot pass an order 

18 a 
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without a proper inquiry. He must have all the relevant facts before 
lie can issue a notice in which all the grounds must be properly stated. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW ■ I move — 

( i ) that in clause 6(1), lines 19 and 20, for the words u owner, 
lessor, manager or occupier 99 the words “ person in posses- 
sion 99 be substituted; 

(u) that in clause 5(2), line 7, for the words “ in writing on such 
owner, lessor, manager or occupier” the words “ in writing 
served on such person in possession ” be substituted ; and 

(in) that in clause 5 (4), lines 8 and 9, for the words ” owner, les- 
sor, manager or occupier ” the words “ person in possession" 
be substituted. 

The object of my amendments is to apply the remedy to the real cul- 
prit and at the same time to avoid the risk of causing needless trouble and 
harassment to innocent persons. A tenant leasing a house does not give 
out the purpose for which he takes it, and if he after taking the house 
uses it for a purpose prohibited by this Bill, it would be very unjust to 
trouble ihe owner for the act of his tenant which he has no power to con- 
trol. I think the purpose of the Bill would be better served if all pro- 
cesses be directed against the person in possession and all penal measures 
under the Bill set in motion against him. I need hardly point out that 
my amendment, if accepted, would make the clause more effective. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I oppose these amendments. I 
think the Raja Sahib has moved all his three amendments together be- 
cause the underlying contention is the same in all three. The purpose 
of the Bill is to give the landlord information at the very outset that 
any house belonging to him is being used in nucIi and such manner. It 
is only proper and fair that the landlord should have the information at 
the very outset. Sir, it is a matter of deepest regret to me that there are 
mafty houses in Calcutta belonging to highly respectable landlords' 
which are being used as brothels and it is high time that Calcutta land- 
lords should realise the gravity of the situation. In order to be per- 
fectly fair to these gentlemen the Bill contemplates that they should 
have from the very first notice of information. 

Tht Hon’bto Mr* H, L> 8TEPHEN80N* The difficulty under the 
present law is that you can only deal with the tenant in possession. The 
result is that when you declare a house to be a brothel you cannot touch 
the landlord and all he Hats to do is to change his tenant and the house 
goes on being used as a brothel in somebody else’s name. 

It is the whole purpose of the Bill to get at everybody concerned 
with these houses and the Bill has been drawn up for that purpose so 
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at to include not only- the tenant but everybody else owner, leaeor, 
manager or occupier. As Professor Mukherji has pointed out, it if 
only right and fair that the landlord should be informed at the begin* 
ning that his house is being used as a brothel and that it is proposed 
to stop it. If you exempt landlords or other people from the operation 
of this clause then the result will be to defeat the object of this Bill. 

The motions were then separately put and lost. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that in clause 5(1) f 
line 20, for the word 1 lessor ’ the word * lesseo * be substituted. 

My idea is this. The word lessor conveys the idea that the seisin or 
possession has passed to another person. There cau be no point there- 
fore in mentioning one who is not in possession and who cannot 
be responsible for the misuse of a house or tenement. Moreover, we 
find in sub-clause (S) of this clause, that the lessee, tenant or occupier 
is the person on whom the notice for the discontinuance of the objec- 
tionable use of a house is to be served. Therefore I think the word 
** lessee ' should be substituted for the word “ lessor.” 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I oppose this amendment because 
there may be cases in which the lessor may leave the house in charge xti a 
manager. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motions being consequential were not put as they were 

covered by the foregoing decision : — 

• 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : “ That in clause 6(2), 
line 7, for the word 4 lessor ' the word 4 lessee ’ be substituted.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “ That in clause 5(7) n 
line 8, for the w ? ord 4 lessor ' the word 4 lessee ' be substituted.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that in clause 
6(7), line 20, after the word ‘ manager * the word 1 tenant y be 
inserted.” 

I think the word ” tenant ” is a very comprehensive word and hence 
it should be inserted after the word ” manager.” 0 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I am going to accept Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur's next amendment which is more comprehen- 
sive and covers this amendment. I think that will satisfy the mover. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that in 
clause 6(7), line 20, after the word 44 manager ” the words “ lessee, ton* 
ant " be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The following motion was, in the absence of the member,, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

•HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That in clause 5; lines 21 and 
22, the words ‘ either in person and or by agent ’ be omitted.” 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs I move that at 
the end of clause 5(7) the following be added, namely : — 

“ Such notice to be served in the first instance on the manager or the 
lessee or tenant or occupier.” 

The object of my motion is this. If there are absentee landlords the 
notice should first be served on the occupier, tenant, lessee or manager. 
So far as the clause is concerned the notice is to be served on the owner 
or manager or lessee or occupier. Now the word “ or ” is disjunctive. 
Therefore, ray contention is, that in the first instance the notice is to 
be served upon occupier or the tenant or on the manager. If the notice 
is given upon all the parties simultaneously it will serve the purpose. 
My idea is that notices should not be served in the first instance only 
on the owner or lessor, etc. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI : I oppose it. I have already explained 
that it is only fair that the owner should have notice at the very begin- 
ning in order that he may know how things stand in the first instance. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Raja RESHEE CA8E LAW: I move that to clause 5(7) the follow- 
be added, namely : — 

^‘Explanation . — A house, place or room shall be deemed to be in 
the vicinity of another house, place or room when it is with- 
in two hundred feet of such house, place or room.” 

The object of this amendment is to remove the ambiguity of the 
word “ vicinity ” used in some of the clauses. The word is very vague 
and undefined. It is desirable that the word should be defined clearly 
to enable the public to have a definite idea of their position so far as this 
Statute is concerned. I have fixed 200 feet as the distance, in considera- 
tion of the fact tli^t this is the proper distance in a thickly populated 
town like Calcutta, but if the lion’ble member in charge of the Bill 
thinks the distance too short he may fix it definitely what he considers 
just and proper. 

Sibil ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA: I oppose this motion. The 
word “vicinity” is a relative term. If a place is 100 feet off, it may not 
be exactly in the vicinity if it is partitioned by certain big obstructions, 
whereas a place even further off than 100 feet may be in the vicinity in 
the absence of such partitions. So, that is a term which ought to be 
left to the discretion of the authorities. I would leave it to them to 
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decide what should be considered by the word “vicinity" and there should 
not be any attempt at a definition. So, I oppose the amendment. 


Professor*. C.MUKHERJ I : I oppose (be amendment on the ground 
that it is quite unnecessary. - * 

The motion was put and lost. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I move that for the first 
four lines of clause 5 (2) the following be substituted, namely: — 

“If, on the date fixed, or on any subsequent dated to which the 
hearing may be adjourned, the person on whom a notice 
is served under sub-section (1) does not appear or show any 
cause and if the Commissioner of Police is satisfied, after 
making such further inquiry as he deems fit, that the 
house, room or place. ” 

The idea underlying this amendment and some of the subsequent 
amendments is this. I want to differentiate those cases in which the 
persons who have been served with notice do not appear an3 show cause 
and those cases where persons served with notice appear and show cause, 
that is, between ex parte cases and contested cases. And in cases where 
persons served with notice appear and show cause, my proposal is that 
the Commissioner of Police should not proceed with the further hearing 
of those cases but commit them for trial to the Presidency Magistrate. 
However, these amendments are coining up for consideration later on. 
In view of this underlying idea, I propose this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I strongly oppose tb>® 
amendment. It is a matter of opinion whether this action should be 
taken by the Presidency Magistrate or by the Commissioner of Police, 
whether it should be a judicial trial or whether it should be an execu- 
ive action. If it is going to be a judicial trial, then I think we are 
pretty safe in saying that the law is going to be a dead letter. The Com- 
missioner of Police is not going to commit cases for trial by the Presi- 
dency Magistrate. If the police have to take their cases up to the Presi- 
dency Magistrate and prosecute before him, they simply have not got the 
time to do it. They have other work to do. The result will be that 
private individuals will have to take up these cases before the Presi- 
dency Magistrate. If they do not do it, the law will not be used. There 
is to my mind a very great danger in allowing private individuals to run 
a case of this kind before the Presidency Magistrate and that will be 
opening the door to a great deal of abuse. If you leave it to the Com- 
missioner of Police, you have got one man responsible for it. If you 
allow any private individual to go up to the Presidency Magistrate and 
aay “ here is a brothel and I want you to stop it,” you are going to 
open the -door to a great deal of blackmail. * 
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It may be argued that this is a power which ought to go to the 
Presidency Magistrate. I merely warn the House that if it does go to the 
Presidency Magistrate, the power will not be used. But this amendment 
I oppose distinctly on the ground that you must have either the one or 
the other. You cannot have the Commissioner of Police dealing with^the 
case in the first instance and then somebody else taking it up if the case 
is contested while providing that as regards ex parte cases the Commis- 
sioner can deal with them himself. What will happen if a person were 
to say that he did not get the notice and so he could not show cause? 
Is the Presidency Magistrate going to reopen the case P I consider that 
Government will not be willing to let the Commissioner be placed in this 
position. Therefore I oppose this amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Professor*. C. MUKHERJI: I may say that we are going to accept 
the amendment standing in the name of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur which covers the amendment of Rai Harendranath Chaudkuri. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : “ That in clause 5(2), 
line 7, after the word ‘ manager ’ the word 4 tenant ' be inserted.” 

The following motion standing in the name of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur was put and agreed to : — 

“ That in clause 6(2) line 7, after the word manager, the words 

* lessee , tenant * be inserted.” 

The following motion standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
* Haq was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That in clause 5(2), line 9, for the word * fifteen * the word 

* ten ’ be substituted.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that after clause 
6 (2) the following be inserted, namely : — 

(< (2a) If, on the date fixed, or any subsequent date to which the 
hearing may be adjourned, the person on whom the notice 
is served under sub-section ( 1 ) appears and shows cause, the 
Commissioner of Police shall commit the case for trial by 
a Presidency Magistrate and the Presidency Magistrate, if 
satisfied, after due hearing, that the house, room or place 
is used as described in clauses (a), (6), (c) or (d) of sub-sec- 
tion (7), as the case may be, he may direct, by order in writ- 
ing on such owner, lessee, manager, tenant, or occupier, that 
the use as so described of the house, room or place be dis- 
continued from a date not less than fifteen days from the 
date of the said order and be net thereafter resumed/’ 
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Clause 5 makes the Commissioner of Police both the prosecutor anil 
the judge. He is to inquire whether a house is being used in such a way 
as is contemplated in paragraph (a), ( b ), (c) or ( d ) of sub-clause (/). 
Then he is to hear the party on whom the notice is served. Then he has 
to decide whether the house iu question is being misused as a brothel or 
=not. Then he has to pass an order on the offending party, that is, he has 
to do everything. The Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson in reply to my last 
amendment said that the whole object is to oust the jurisdiction of the 
court, and if the Commissioner of Police be not given all such powers 
the Act will be unworkable. You will see that in the corresponding 
section of the Burma Act a property constituted court is to adjudicate 
on such matters and not the Commissioner of Police. Section 11 of the 
Burma Act says: — 

II. Any person who— 

(a) keeps or manages or acts or assists in the management of a brothel, etc., eto., 
shall be punished with imprisonment, which may extend to three months, 
or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. 

Section 12 of the Burma Act says : — 

12. Any person who, having been convicted of an offenoe punishable under sec* 
tion 1 1, is convicted of a subsequent offence punishable under the said sec- 
tion, shall be punished with imprisonment • * * and 

may, in addition to such punishment, be required by the Court to execute 
a bond, with sureties, for his good behaviour for such period, not exceed- 
ing three years, as the Court may direct, • • • 

Then section 18 of the said Act says : — 

18. Offences punishable under sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 sliall be triable by 
magistrates of the first class only. 

Now if such cases could be tried in Rangoon by a property constituted 
court and if the administration of the Burma Act has not failed for that 
reason, I fail to see why the administration of the Bengal Act will fail, 
if the Commissioner of Police be not made the prosecutor and the judge 
and everything. I therefore proppse that the contested cases, i.e., those 
cases in which persons served with notice appear to show cause, should 
be tried by a properly constituted court and not by the Commissioner of 
Police. That is my idea and with that idea I beg to commend my amend- 
ment for the acceptance of the House. 

Tho Hovt’blft Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I think that the mover 
of the amendment is under a misapprehension. The Commissioner 
of Police does not try any case at all. He decides whether a house is a 
brothel or not; he issues an order for its discontinuance. If that order 
is disobeyed, the whole case comes up before a court and not before the 
Commissioner of Police. The Act, therefore, as far as I can make out is 
absolutely on all fours with the Burma Act. It seems to me that this 
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question of closing a brothel is an executive act. If the mor^f feeling of 
the community requires that brothels in the neighbourhood of certain 
educational institutions shall be closed, surely the proper course id exe- 
cutive action and not a civil suit. Practically the procedure laid down in 
the amendment means a long civil suit before the Presidency Magistgate 
taking up the time of the Presidency Magistrate with all the legal formal- 
ities of a civil suit and there are some amendments afterwards Which 
give a further appeal, and as I said in dealing with the other amendment, 
the net result of this will be that the Commissioner of Police will apt have 
the time to institute those cases before the Presidency Magistrate. Jle 
police will not have the time and the private individual will not do it or 
if he does, his motive will be strongly suspected. I therefore appeatio 
the House to keep what has been for the last 40 or 50 years an executive 
action. That is not a new power to be given to the Commissioner of 
Police. He has already got it and there has never been, as far as T know, 
a single case of any abuse of this power. 

The motion was put and lo»t. 

The following motions being consequential were not put as they were 
covered by the foregoing decision : — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That for clause 5(4) the 
following be substituted namely : — 

(4) No house, room or place concerning which an order has been 
made under sub-clause (2) or sub-section (3) shall again be 
used or be allowed to be used in any manner described in 
clause (a), (b), (c) or ( d ) of sub-section (1), as the case may be, 
and if the Court is, on proof, satisfied that such house, room 
or place is again used in such manner, shall pass an order on 
the owner, lessee, manager, tenant or occupier of such house, 
room or place that the use as so described, of such house, room 
or place be discontinued within a period of seven days and be 
not thereafter resumed and may further order the owner, 
lessee, manager, tenant or occupier of such house to execute a 
bond with sureties for his good behaviour for such a period 
not exceeding three years as the Court may direct and w'here 
such person does not give such security may sentence him to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding three months/ ” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURU “That in clause 5(4), 
line 2, after the words 4 sub-section (2) * the words 4 or sub-section 
(2a) * be inserted. 99 

Rai HARENDRANATH OHAUDHURIl I move that in clause 5(4), 
line 6, for the words 44 with or without ” the word 44 on ” be substituted. 
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« Tfre reason is that there ought to be ap inquiry. If the matter is left 
entirely to ^he officer concerned without an inquiry, it would not be 
reasonable. "Bo, I suggest that the word “ on ” l>e substituted. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: In opposing this amendment, may I 
draw Jhe attention of theiCouncil to clause 5(2) where it is laid down 
that there should be an inquiry before the Commissioner of Police takes 
any action? Whether a second or a further inquiry is needed or not, 
that miist be left to the discretion of tho Commissioner of Police and 
that is why the section says " with or without " further inquiry. If 
he thinks that a further inquiry is necessary, he will do it. The sec- 
tioh does not say that lie should not make a further inquiry. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following motions being consequential were not put as they 
were covered by the foregoing decision of tho Council: — 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW: “ That in clause 5 (4), lines 8 and 9, 
for the words ‘ owner, lessor, manager or occupier * the words ‘ person 
in possession ’ be substituted." 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI S “ That in clause b(4) f 
line 8, for the word * lessor ’ the word * lessee ’ be substituted." 

Profesor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I move that after the word “ manager" 
in clause 5 (4), line 9, the words “ lessee, tenant " he inseited. This 
would induce Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri'a amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was not put as it was covered by the decision 
in the foregoing motion: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIJ| “ That in clause 6 (4), 
line 9, after the word ‘ manager ’ the word * tenant * he inserted." 

The following motion standing in the name of Rai Nibaran Chandra 
Das Gupta Bahadur was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: “ That 
in clause b(4), line 10, after the words “ direct that " the following be 
inserted, namely:- — 

* unless an order from a Court of Justice, staying the execution 
thereof or declaring the house, room, or place not to be a 
brothel be secured or passed within a fortnight.’ " 
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Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that after clause 

6(4) the following be inserted, namely: — 

“ (4a) The order in writing under sub-section (2) or gub-sec£ion (4) 
shall be served in the manner provided by section JtW of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898.’ * 

It only refers to the mode of seryice of the order in writing which 
is the most essential thing in this sub-clause. Everything in that order 
must be in writing and as there may be cases where there will be un- 
doubtedly some persons on whom orders are passed who are likely to 
be absent. Therefore it is necessary for their information that this order 
in writing should be brought to their knowledge in a particular way 
and the way I suggest is the one prescribed in the Criminal Procedure 
Code. To this, I believe, there can be no objection. The procedure laid 
down in section 134 of the Criminal Procedure Code is to the effect 
that the order in writing should be served either personally or there 
should be a substitute in order to avoid difficulties that may arise from 
non-receipt of such order. The mere passing of the order should not 
be sufficient. Therefore I move this amendment. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I must confess that the idea 
underlying this important motion is a very good and acceptable one. 
It makes the character of the order to a very large extent in the nature 
of an order in rem instead of an order in personam. If this procedure 
is adopted I believe that it will add very much to the result that we 
aim at in this particular matter. I, therefore, support the amendment. 

* Mr. H. P. DUVAL: Section 134 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
is not a section that applies to Calcutta and it seems to us that even if 
it did, the amendment is unnecessary as notices here are served as far 
as possible personally. The sections which deal with service of sum- 
mons, etc., in Calcutta are section 08 and the following sections. We 
do not think that it is necessary to make special provision for these 
notices. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW: I move that for clause 6(5) the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“ (/)) Any person aggrieved by an order passed by the Commissioner 
of Police under sub-sections (2) and (4) may apply to the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate or to apy other Magistrate specially 
appointed by the Local Government in this behalf for the revi- 
sion of the order passed by the Commissioner, and the Magis- 
trate after giving due notice to the Commissioned of Police and 
hearing all parties on a date to be fixed by him, may either set 
aside the order or pass such other order as he considers just and 
proper. The order of the Magistrate shall be final." 
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t pHject of introducing the amendment is obvious from the word- 
If. However, much we may desire the introduction of a Bill 
like fhe present, it must be admitted on all hands that the sense of 
security*and protection afforded by a right of having a decision after 
judicial inquiry should not be denied to any citisen. The Commissioner 
of Police is not a judicial officer and an inquiry by him cannot by any 
means be considered as judicial; and if he commits an error in his 
interpretation of any word used in the Bill or in the application thereof, 
to leave the public without a remedy would be manifestly unjust. I 
therefore move this amendment. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have great pleasure in support- 
ing this amendment. The British sense of justic e demands it. It may 
lie said that the Commissioner of Police has already been invested with 
powers under the Police Act ; but it appears that under the Police Act 
this power has been vested not only in the Commissioner of Police but 
also in the magistrate. Therefore, it is desirable that the decision of the 
Commissioner of Police should not be final and the person aggrieved 
should have a right of appeal to the magistrate. I find the same under 
section 11 of the Buriffa Act. T also find that the magistrate has been 
authorized to try cases under clauses 9, 10, 11 and 12 as will appear from 
clause 13. I therefore think that it is desirable that the decision of 
the Commissioner of Police under clause 5 should not be final, but should 
be subject to appeal to the magistrate. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I wish to support this amend- 
ment. It is eminently desirable that an appeal should be allowed to a 
judicial authority’. The Commissioner of Police iN the head of the 
department which would administer this Act and in the interent^of 
public some person who is not connected with the administration of the 
Act should have the power to give a final decision in this Matter. I 
beg therefore to support this amendment. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALUK: I must oppose this motion. 
It is against principle. As regards the question of jurisdiction, there 
must be a finality. What is the point here? The point at issue is 
whether the house is used as a brothel or not. The Commissioner of 
Police makes an inquiry. For this, there must be a local inspection 
and that is done by the Commissioner of Police's staff. If you say 
that his decision must be subject to a revision by a High Court or Presi- 
dency Magistrate, how can they be in a better position to say whether 
the house is used as a brothel or not? Is there any sense in asking 
that there must be an appeal in a matter like that? 

The Hon ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I oppose this motion. I 
have already given my grounds for doing so, namely, that you either 
have the Commissioner of Police or the Presidency Magistrate, but you 
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cannot have both. If the Commissioner of Police is to go through all 
the trouble of coming to the conclusion that the house is a brothel or 
not and then the case is to go to the Presidency Magistrate, then I 
must say that we cannot afford to waste the time of the Commissioner 
of Police in dealing with such cases. Let the case go straight to the 
Presidency Magistrate. As Mr. Mallik has pointed out, there must 
be a finality in these things. If you do not trust the Commissioner of 
Police, you can trust somebody else. Do not ask a man to do a thing 
when you do not trust him. Try somebody else. 

Then, there is an amendment later on, which proposes to allow appeals 
to the High Court. The only effect of all these appeals is that instead 
of making it a question of executive action whether the brothel shall 
be closed in the interests of the city or not, it becomes a question of 
civil suit which has got to be tried out. It becomes a very expensive 
juit and it is only rich men who can afford to go up to the High Court 
and the actual result, as I have said before, will be that the Commissioner 
of Policy will not touch these cases at all and nothing will be done under 
the Act. 

Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri fortified himself by references to 
the Burma Act. As far as I can make out, his point was that under 
section 11 of the Burma Act certain persons who committed an offence 
under the Act were tried by the court. Therefore, if the Commissioner 
of Police in his executive capacity were to pass an order that a house 
was a brothel, there should be an appeal to the Presidency Magistrate. 
The argument is a non aequitur. If this amendment is passed, I would 
only state that Government will not allow the Commissioner of Police 
to waste his time bv taking up such cases. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that in clause 
6(t5) line 1, for the word “ Act ” the word “ section ” be substituted. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I accept the amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that in 
clause 5(*5), lines 5, 6 and 7, the words i( and the legality or propriety 
thereof shall not be questioned in any trial or judicial proceeding in 
any court ” be omitted. 

It is surprising that the legality of the proceedings taken by the 
Commissioner of Police is not to be questioned in any Court of law. I 
do not find such a procedure adopted in any other country. If the Com- 
missioner of Police is wrong in his views and acts against the provisions 
of the law, is the complainant to be told that he cannot go to a higher 
court foj^ihe purpose of questioning the legality or illegality of the 
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proceedings adopted? It is a very strange law that I find here adopted 
and 1 strongly submit that the words be omitted. 

We have got the interpretation of the word ” final.” It means 
that there cannot be any appeal. It sometimes also means that there 
cannot be any review, but not being satisfied with this, the author of 
the Bill has thought it necessary to lay down that the propriety of the 
proceedings taken cannot be questioned in a higher court of law. 1 
hope the words will be omitted. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: There is nothing strange or novel in 
this part of the section. It already exists in the present law and it is 
simply a quotation from tfcfH and incorporated in the present Bill. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Babu AM NAD A CHAR AN DUTTA: I move that at the end of clause 
b(5) the following be added, namely: — 

“subject only to the revisional powers of the High Court of 
Calcutta on the ground of jurisdiction.” 

In view of the legal nature of the proceedings, this section is so sum- 
mary that it almost verges upon — I should say — arbitrary decisions. It 
will be seen that we have given the Commissioner of Police the powers of 
a dictator. Of course I do not suggest that the Commissioner of Police 
holding such a responsible position will do things which will go against 
the provisions of the law, but there may be instances when his jurisdic- 
tion may not )>e properly exercised and an appeal may be necessary. 
It is required that at least there should be the revisional jurisdiction of 
the High Court to revise the decision and finding of the Commissioner of 
Police on the general ground of jurisdiction. If you refer to the ana- 
logous provisions of the Disorderly House Act, it will be found that an 
appeal is permissible from the judgment of the magistrate, and if you 
refer to the Police Act for appointing special constables, you will find 
that the High Court sometimes exercises the power of revision. So, 
remembering the fact that the Police Commissioner has been given the 
power of a dictator and remembering* also the fact that there is 
practically nothing to check him, if, in a moment of weakness or under 
certain circumstances it is found that it is not only the question of 
legality of proceedings but it is also a question of jurisdiction which 
goes to the root of the law, a higher court should have the power of 
revision. In this view I have moved my amendment and it may be 
utilised under very exceptional circumstances in place of the old one. 

Mr. H. P. DUVAL: I think the member must see that this proposal 
is quite unnecessary. This legislature has no power to legislate as to 
the powers of the High Court and the High Court has already certain 
revisional powers, and no attempts that we may make in thi^ House 
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can take them away. I therefore point out that it is quite unnecessary. 
If the High Court wants to interfere, this House cannot stop it by 
legislation. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following motions were not put as they were covered by the 
foregoing decision: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: “ That^in clause 5(0),; 
line 2, the words by the Commissioner of Police 99 be omitted. 

* * Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That in clause 5 ( 6 ), line 4, 
after the word 1 place ' the words * and y*Blly promulgated as afore- 
said ’ be inserted .’ 9 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that in clause* 
^6 $), line 4, before the word “ allows ” the word “ knowingly 99 be 
inserted. 

My amendment aims only at a verbal alteration which will go to the 
relief and protection of those landlords who are really innocent and 
without whose knowledge some rooms in his house might perhaps be 
used as brothels. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I cannot accept the amendment as it 
would be a dangerous emendation. It is exceedingly difficult to prove 
“ knowingly.” It is not a verbal alteration. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

All, Mr. Sy«d Erfan. 

Banerjea, Or. Pramathanath. 

BhattaoharJI, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Ohaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. - 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 


Haq, Shah lyed Emdadul. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Naffendra Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ralkat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar fhlb thekhareswar. 

Ray, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

•inha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhane. 

All, Mr. lyed Naalm. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, the Hen'bte Sir Surandra Nath. 
Baau, Babu dattndra Nath. 

Ban, Mr. d. W. A, 

Blrlay, Mr. L. 

Caray, Mr. W. L. 

Cooper, Mr Charlaa Q. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Da, Ral Bahadur Pantndralat. 

Day, Mr. & Q. 


Donald, the Han’ble Mr. d. 

Danavan, Mr. d. T. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Parraatar, Mr. d. CampbeR. 

Odada, Mr. S. W. 

Hamas, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlngfard, Mr. & T. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamldmd-dtn. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 
Maharajadhlraja Bahadur af Eurdaan, 
the Han'bM the. 

MatUk, Babu S u ran dra Nath. 
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Ralfram, Mr. A Mur. 

Rahim, tht Han'blt Sir Abd-ur*. 

RabarUan, Mr. F. W. 

Ray, Mr. J. N. 

talam, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Abdua. 
tuphansan, the Han'bia Mr. H. L. 

Vllliara, Mr. F. E. E. 

The Ares being 17 and the Xoes 37, the motion was lost. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 5 (6), line 11, after the word * imprisonment ’ the 
words * of either description ’ be inserted/' 

Babtl ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that in clause 5(6‘), lines 
12 and 13, for the words “ any fine imposed ” the words ** any daily fine 
as aforesaid ” be substituted. 

I have proposed this amendment in order to make the ivontext clear; 
I do not understand why the language should not be made more clear. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. L, 8TEPHENS0N*. I quite sympathize with the 
mover’s desire for clarity but I am afraid his amendment will also alter 
the sense because the section says — “ shall be punished with fine which 
may extend to fifty rupees for every day after the expiration of the said 
period during which the breach continues.” The fine is limited in 
amount by the number of days during which the breach continues but 
is not necessarily a daily fine. If the breach has been going on for a 
week the Magistrate may fine Its. 200 but it is not a daily fine. There- 
fore the amendment really would alter the sense. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following amendment of Itai Harendranath Chaudhuri was not 
put as it was covered by the foregoing decision * 

** that after clause b(6) the following be inserted, namely: — 

* (7) Offences punishable under sub-sections (2a) and (4) 
shall be triable by Presidency Magistrates and 
Magistrates of the first class.’ ” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that in clause 5(7a), line 

2 ,- 

(z) after the word ** section ” the words “ the substance of the 
statements of persons examined and of other facts considered 
shall be kept on the record, and ” and 

(tf) after the words “ Commissioner of Police ” the irords may him- 
self make or” be inserted. 


MtAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 
ttaCay, Lt.*C*L Davis. 

Mlttvr, tht Han'bia Mr. P. C. 
MukarjM, Mr. S. C. 
Mukharjl, Prafastar t. C. 
Philip, Mr. 4 . Y. 


19 
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I wish that in order to help the investigation not only the report of 
the Deputy Commissioner, of Police but also that of persons examined 
should be put on record. The view has been conceded by Mr. Duval 
that the High Court will have revisional jurisdiction in certain cases. 
So the record submitted should contain more than the report of the 
Deputy Commissioner of Police. 1 therefore suggest that the substance 
of the statements of persons examined, and other facts considered shall 
also be kept on record. As a matter of fact, this point has- been 
conceded because it has been said here that the Commissioner of Police* 
is not expected to proceed ^on the basis of nothing; there must- be 
something in writing and other things for him to arrive at a right con- 
clusion; that is why I suggest that the substance of the statements of 
persons examined should also be put on record along with the report of 
the Deputy Commissioner. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I oppose it on the ground that it is quite 
unnecessary. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: I move that to clause b(7a) the 
words “ as also the materials upon which such report is based ” be added. 

It is a simple matter; in this section it has been provided that the 
Deputy Commissioner of Police is to make a local investigation and sub- 
mit his report and this report should be considered by the Commissioner 
of Police to arrive ut a conclusion, or if the report be relevant, the 
materials upon which the report is based should also be necessary to 
put on record for the purpose of assisting the Commissioner in coming 
to a right conclusion. In framing his report certainly he will also 
consider the materials upon which the Deputy Commissioner’s report 
is based and I, therefore, urge that for this purpose the materials of 
the report should also be published. In certain cases the Commissioner 
should be in a position to look into the propriety or otherwise of the 
report of the Deputy Commissioner. The materials would be the only 
facts by which he will be in a position to judge the propriety of the 
Deputy Commissioner's report which must be considered for the purpose 
of framing the final order. That is why I move my amendment. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I simply oppose it on the ground that it 
is quite unnecessary. The Deputy Commissioner is bound to place all 
the relevant facts before the Commissioner of Police in helping the latter 
to come to a right conclusion. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Rii NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA Bahadur: I have sine* 
been satisfied that it is necessary that some fee should be paid and I beg: 
to withdraw the amendment standing in my name. 
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The following amendment was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“ That in clause b{7b) lines 5 and 6, the words * on payment of the 
prescribed fee' be omitted.” 

8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in clause 5(77/), lines 5 
and G, the words “ on payment of the prescribed fee ” be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: The motion is that in clause 

5 (7h), lines f> and G, the words “on payment of the prescribed fee ” be 
omitted. The prescribed fee is a fee for examining the register in 
which shall be entered a description of all houses, rooms and places in 
respect of which an order has been made under this section. Now, w:ho 
will want to examine that register? It will be of no use to anybody unless 
he is going to open a brothel in a house. If he is going to open a brothel 
in this house then I think he should certainly pay a fee sufficient to pay 
for the upkeep of this register. T have no sympathy what6**Cr with him 
and I shall be astonished if Shah Sahib has any sympathy either.. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The following amendments standing in the names of Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta and Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, respectively, 
were not put as they were covered by the foregoing decision of the Coun- 
cil : — 

“ That in clause 5 (5), line 5, after the word ‘ thereof ’ the words * and 
duly promulgated as aforesaid f be inserted.” 

“ That in clause 5<«V), line G, the words ‘ or disorderly house * be omit- 
ted.” 

The following amendment standing in the name of Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 5(5), line 7, the^word 1 common ' be omitted.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS I move that at the end 

of clause 5 the following be added, namely : — 

“ (9) If the owner or lessor determines a lease or contract of tenancy 
under the provisions of sub-section (/), the Court which has 
convicted the tenant, lessee or occupier may make an order for 
delivery of possession to the owneT or lessor within such time, 
not being less than seven days, as the Court may direct. The 
order shall be served on the person against whom it is made in 
the manner provided in the Code of Crftninal Procedure, 1898, 
for the service of a summons, and if the person against whom 
such order is made fails to comply with it, he shall be punished 
with imprisonment which may extend to three months or with 
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees.” 
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Claus* 6. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 6 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Batou AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that in clause 6(i) lines 
1 and 2, the words “ or a Deputy Commissioner ” be omitted. 

It will appear from this clause that the Commissioner of Police, 
Deputy Commissioners of Police and Inspectors of Police have beeni 
authorised to remove a minor girl found in a brothel. I also find jthat 
not only the Commissioner of Police but also the Deputy Commissioner 
have been authorized to authorize an Inspector of Police to remove a 
girl. I object, Sir, to the Deputy Commi&ioner authorizing an Inspec- 
tor to do so. The European Association suggested that it is the Commis- 
sioner of Police alone, who should be authorized to remove a girl, but my 
suggestion is a very moderate one. What I beg to submit is that the 
Inspector of Police may be authorized by the Commissioner of Police, 
but the Deputy Commissioner should not be authorized to authorize an 
Inspector of Police to remove a girl. That would be a dangerous 
weapon in the bands of the Deputy Commissioner. Although I have 
the greatest confidence in him 1 do not think be should be authorized 
to authorize an Inspector of Police to remove a minor girl found in a 
brothel. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I oppose this amendment. 
The Deputy Commissioner is going to be sufficiently trusted to go himself 
into a brothel and remove a girl, but be is not to be sufficiently trusted 
to tell an inspector to do so. I rather think this amendment is based on 
a misunderstanding. It is not proposed that the Deputy Commissioner or 
the Commissioner should authorize A, B and C inspectors and I), E and I 
sub-inspectors to remove a girl from a brothel. The idea is 
that when an inspector or a sub-inspector receives information 
that within his jurisdiction there is a minor girl under the 
age of 16 in a brothel he should obtain authorization from 
the Commissioner or the Deputy Commissioner of Police to 
enter that brothel. The Deputy Commissioners of Police are entirely 
responsible within their own jurisdiction. There is a Deputy Commis- 
sioner for the north town and a Deputy Commissioner for the south 
town. If an inspector in the north of the town hears that there is a 
minor girl of 16 in a brothel, is he to go down, leave his jurisdiction and 
search for the Commissioner of Police, wherever he may be, in order 
to get an ^thorization from him to go and rescue the girl? Surely he 
can go dii^t to the man who is directly responsible for that area. I 
think it is extremely foolish to say that a Deputy Commissioner in 
Calcutta, who has all the powers of a Commissioner of Police, cannot be 
trusted to order an inspector to go into a brothel. 

The motion was then put and lost. , 
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Babu ANN AD A CHAR AN DUTTA; I move that in clause 6(7), line 
6, for the words “ shall be empowered 99 the words “ shall have power 99 
be substituted. 

.Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I accept this amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY and 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL 

HAQ moved that in clause 6(7), line 8, for the words “ or it is reported 
to tim 99 the words “ or has reason to believe from a report made to 
him 99 be substituted. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I accept this amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Babu ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA: I move that in clause 6 (7), 
line 11, before the word “prostitute” the word “common” be inserted. 

The section gives a free power to the police officer for the removal 
of girls up to the age of 16 years. Under certain circumstances — and 
cases of that kind also are likely to occur — girls of that particular age may 
be pounced upon by designing persons in some way or other. So it is 
'desirable for the safety of persons, who may not come under this section, 
that the word “common” be added before the word “prostitute.” In 
another part of the Bill the word “common” is there. This point was dis- 
cussed in connection with amendments 1 and 2, so it is better to be 
always on the safe side, especially where the police is empowered to 
remove girls of 16. It may sometimes hurt the sentiments of the differ- 
ent communities. From that point of* view also it is desirable that this 
word should be inserted. It would be an additional safeguard. 

- Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I oppose this amendment. This is 
quite different from other amendments. We have the expression “com- 
mon prostitute” in other parts of the Bill, but here we have simply 
“prostitute” because we have in view the rescue of a minor girl from a 
brothel. Since there is reasonable suspicion that the girl is living there 
or carrying on or being made to carry on the business of a prostitute, we 
do not want the police officer to wait and find out if she is carrying on 
the business of a common prostitute, but to remove her immediately. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Babu ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA: I nfove that at the end of 

clause 6(7) the following be added namely: — 

“provided that before such entry the said officer shall record in writ- 
ing such knowledge, report or suspicion, and before such 
removal of the girl, he shall make a summary inquiry and 
record his report in writing.” 
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In moving this amendment, I only want to add some safeguard 
against miscarriage of justice and misapplication of this provision of the 
law, and that is, before entering into the house, where some girls are sus- 
pected to be there, the officer concerned should record in writing some 
auch knowledge or suspicion. The basis of this provision is the know- 
ledge or suspicion or report from some quarter to the police officer. Is 
there any harm in putting it down in writing? Is it the intention that 
the Deputy Commissioner or the Commissioner of Police should be above 
all criticism that this thing should not be done? Well, we know in 
other Acts, such as the Opium Act, the Excise Act and the Arms Act, 
for the purpose of a search warrant being issued, there is to be some 
record of the report in writing. But here in the case of the removal of 
an adult girl — I think girls of the age of 16 are adult girls for all 
practical purposes — the Commissioner of Police or his subordinate, the 
Inspector, is going to be empowered to remove such girls even on the 
bare suspicion or mere report of somebody else, which is not to be 
recorded.. My idea is that he should be required to put down his 
information in writing ; that would be a safeguard for persons who 
might otherwise be obsessed. It is well known that there have been 
cases where Inspectors of police have been punished for offences in 
•connection with the arrest of adult girls; therefore, there should be 
this safeguard that their suspicion or knowledge or report should be 
recorded in writing. I do not think there is any harm in enacting 
this, requiring an officer to put down in writing what was the nature 
of the information or knowledge of suspicion upon which action was 
laken. 

Mr. H. P. DUVAL: I am afraid I must oppose this motion also. 
The proposal of the mover comes to this. The Iuspe r '\ or goes to the 
Depu*v Commissioner, gives him certain information on which the 
Deputy Commissioner gives him an order to go to n house and rescue 
a girl. He goes to the house and on arrival at the house writes down hid 
suspicion or holds an inquiry : in the meanwhile the girl is being spirited" 
away over the wall. Is that the intention of the mover? Surely, the 
Inspector has got to act at once ; he has no time to write a record ; he has 
seen the Deputy Commissioner of Police, the Deputy Commissioner b 
satisfied with his information and he has to act at once; has no time 
"to wjite a report. I therefore oppose the amendment. % 

The motion was put and lost. 

Babu ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA: I move that in clause 6 (2a), 
.line 2, after the word “ brought ” the word “ immediately ” be inserted. 

My amendment is simple. It is always safe that the person arrested 
Is produced before the Court immediately after arrest. We have seen such 
a type of law when certain words are not there, that they are interpreted 
in a way that was never the intention of the legislature. The insertion 
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of this word does not hurt anybody. Therefore, if your intention it that 
such girls should be brought before the proper 1 authority the word 
should be there. I hope and trust the amendment will be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Annada Babu, the meaning of your amendment 
is self-evident. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N: My reply is not that this 

amendment is unnecessary, but that it is impracticable. 
The girl is rescued from a brothel at 8 or 10 o’clock at night 
when the court is not sitting. Then what will happen? The girl will 
have to be released immediately and she goes back. But there is no real 
danger about it. I appreciate the member’s point, but there is no real 
danger, because section 7 provides that when a girl is removed from a 
brothel, until such girl can be brought before the Court or the Court 
otherwise disposes of the case, she shall be detained in such place as may 
be prescribed by the local Government. Therefore, there is a provision 
for this intermediate custody, and I think the member may trust that the 
intention in moving this amendment is carried out by section 7. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause G, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 


Clause 7. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 7 stand 
Bill. 


part of the 


Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur: 

in cluuse 7, line 9, after the words “in such place” the 
inserted, namely: 


I move that 
following be 


which is not repugnant to the religion or religious custom in which 
the girl has been brought up.” 

hensd ^ notice of this amendment was duo to a misappre- 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you ask leave to withdraw, Rai Bahadur? 

-Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: I want an assur- 
ance from the Member in charge of the Bill. There is a lurking suspicion 
that ordinarily these girls will be made over to missionary bodies. So 
the Hindus and Muhammadans object even to this temporary residence 
with missionary bodies if the girls hail either from the Hindu or'Muham- 
inadan community. 
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Profttsor 8. C. MUKHERJI: The member need not have any such 
apprehension. So far as this particular clause is concerned, it relates to 
intermediate custody. When the final decision is arrived at, certainly all 
these will be considered as to where the girl should be sent to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Rai Bahadur, the way in which you put your 
amendment is rather unfortunate ; however it does not matter. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 7 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 9 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that in clause 9(7), line 1, 
the word “ male " be omitted. 

Under this clause any male person who lives on the earnings of piosti- 
tution shall be punished. I fail to understand as to why females who 
live on the earnings of prostitution should not be punished. I am of 
opinion that most of the offenders under this clause are females. 
Therefore, I do not think we would be justified in excluding females 
from the operation of this clause. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : If this amendment be carried 
then any ftarnralJah will be liable to 3 years’ rigorous imprisonment. As 
I have already explained, Government, the Sqject Committee as well 
as the authors of the Bill, do not wish to go in advance of the sentiment# 
of the public. I do not think any section of the public is prepared to put 
every brothel-keeper into jail for 3 years. For that reason I oppose 
this amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following amendments were, in the absence of the members, 
deemed to be withdrawn : — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “That in clause 9(1), line 

1, after the word ‘ knowingly ’ the words ‘ and continuously J be inserted.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “That in clause 9(7), line 

2, after the word ‘ prostitution ’ the words * which shall not* mean or 
include any gift or payment on business ' be inserted.” 

Khan Bahadur. Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: That in 
clause 9(7), line 3, after the word 1 imprisonment ’ the words ‘of either 
description ' be inserted. 
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Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: I move that in 
clause 9 ( 1 ), lines 4 and 5, the words or with whipping, or with both of 
these punishments ” be omitted. 

This amendment is with regard to punishment. In moving (this 
amendment I have once again to appeal to the sense of humanity of the 
members of this Council. That whipping, as a mode of punishment, is 
extremely barbarous, demoralising and brutalising, and that it is a iclic 
of the olden bygone inhuman system that disfigured and blackened the 
pages of old Statute Books, is beyond all question. It is neither sanction- 
ed by modern ideas nor it is in consonance with the conclusions of juris- 
prudence and the results of scientific investigations by expert criminolo- 
gists. It is w’ell known that the best books on equity, jurisprudence and 
criminology, are to be sought, not in Europe, but on the other side of 
the Atlantic. Story’s famous work on equity jurisprudence, is known 
to all my lawyer friends as the standard book on the subject. Similarly 
all great books on criminology come from America. I beg to be 
excused for an apposite quotation from a great book on criminology 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Ido not want to interrupt you, but we do not want 
the opinion of experts as to whether whipping is the proper punishment 
for this offence or not. You are reading what appears to be an essay on 
the moral aspect of whipping as a punishment. All that is quite 
irrelevant. You must direct your remarks to the discussion of whether 
whipping is the proper punishment for an offence of this nature. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: This is exunlv 
apposite and to the point. Dr. Maurice said in his criminology that 
“ corporal punishment has been used extensively in the past and \s 
sometimes advocated to-day, not so much as a substitute for imprison- 
ment, but in addition to it. Tn fact Hogging has recently been made a 
penalty for procuration in England and for wife-beating in some States 
in this country 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y ou are doing exactly what I asked you not to do. 
You are again giving us a lecture on the moral aspect of whipping as a 
punishment. You can reach your object by a direct route, but at the 
present moment you are travelling by an extremely circuitous route. 
The other side can equally cite thousands of quotations, and the debated 
will go on till midnight. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA Bahadur: I do not want 
to read thousands of quotations, but I am quite sure of ray ground. But 
if authorities are needless, and if common sense is to guide us, then I 
think common sense alone will be the best and safest guide in this 
assembly. I think “ whipping 99 as a sort of punishment is unnecessary 
because I think fines and imprisonment are quite enough. The feeling 
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of the public at large in regard to whipping must not be forgotten. In 
the Select Committee in making a provision of this nature against 
procurers and pimps as severe as possible I think they have gone to 
the extreme. It is only provocative and brutalising. Here, Sir, we 
have an example of how tenaciously we cling to old ideas and idols in 
the face of modern scientific discoveries and advance of humanitarian 
ideas. We must once for all shake off those fossilized shibboleths and 
put ourselves in the current that is carrying us towards a better and 
happier world. The hon’ble members of this House have once shown 
that their ideas are far in advance of those of the old school of crimino- 
logists and I hope and trust they will rise to a similar height on this 
occasion too by carrying my amendment, and by omitting “ whipping '* 
as a punishment for procuration or solicitation. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You are only dealing with the question of living 
on the earnings of prostitution. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Yes. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY : I have no sympathy for those who 
live on the earnings of prostitution. But at the same time I must say 
that the punishment of whipping is too hard and that it should be 
abolished. Therefore I support the amendment. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I support the amend- 
ment moved by Rai Xiharan Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur. I beg to 
state that however deterrent the fear of the lash might be, it should not 
find place in the legislation. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHAR E8WAR RAY: I support the amend- 
ment of Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur. Only the other day 
we passed in this House a resolution, in the teeth of official opposition, 
prohibiting whipping in jails. I hope the House will rise equal to the 
occasion and supjnjrt this amendment whole-heartedly and not cast any 
blot on us. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The resolution passed by the 
House the other day has nothing whatever to do with the present amend- 
ment. That was a resolution on jail punishment under the Jail Code; 
this is a question whether the punishment of whipping, a judicial pun- 
ishment of whipping should be inflic ted for a certain offence. The mover 
has referred to whipping as a brutalising punishment, but the whole point 
of the Select Committee in putting this in is that the man who lives on 
the earnings of prostitution is so brutalised that no other punishment 
really touches him. That is the whole point of the particular punishment 
put in here. The general feeling of the country with regard to whipping, 
either as a judicial punishment or jail discipline, is really beside the 
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point. The point here is whether in these particular cases the offenders 
are so brutalised that whipping is the proper punishment. In England 
they have put whipping as a punishment for this offence. The same is 
the case in Bombay and Burma too, although I may admit that we 
need not necessarily follow Bombay and Burma in every way. But the 
attitude of Government on this question is that Government does not wish 
in any way to force on the Council the punishment of whipping if the 
Council does not want it. Government have no views on the matter and 
the members of Government can vote as they like. Personally I do feel 
that this particular offence deserves the punishment of whipping, but 
those are my personal views. Government, as I have said, have no views 
whatever on this subject. 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE8. 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dfian*. ; Outta, Babu Armada Charan. 

BhattaoharJI, Babu Htm Chandra. Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Ohaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. : Ray, Kumar Ihlb Shakharatwar. 

Oat Oupta, Ral Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. | 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wailmuddln. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Rah Uddln. 

All, Mr. Syad Erfan. 

All, Mr. Syad Naalm. 

Ball, Mr. J. W. A. 

Blrley, Mr. L. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. Q. C. 

Danald, tha Han’bla Mr. J. 

Danavan, Mr. J. T. 

Duval, Mr. H. F. 

Emaraan, Mr. T. 

Farrastar, Mr. j. Campbell. 

Qaada, Mr. S. W. 

The Ayes being 7 and the Xoes 


Hornall, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlngfard, Mr. C. T. 

Karim, Maulvl Fazlal. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
the Han’bla tha. 

Malllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MeCay, Lt.-Cal. David. 

Mukerjaa, Mr. S. C. 

Ray, Mr. J. N. 

Slnha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
Stephanaan, tha Han'bla Mr. H. L. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Haaaan. 

Vlllltra, Mr. F. E. E. 

dl , the motion was lost. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I move that clause 9te> 
omitted. 

I request the members of this House they are so kindly disposed 
as to read the sub-clause, they will find the meaning of my opinion. I 
move for the omission of sub-clause { 2 ) of clause 9. It creates a novel 
legal presumption and I am afraid a senseless one. What does it imply? 
Does it mean that if a male person is proved to be living with a pros- 
titute or to be habitually in the company of a prostitute, then it will 
naturally be presumed that he is knowingly living on the earnings of 
prostitution — I do not know what the presumption means — and that 
such a person will be liable to punishment with three years' rigorous 
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imprisonment, etc? That is an absurd presumption against all sense of 
common knowledge and common sense. I am quite sure the House will 
never make the law such an ass as to presume anything like that. For 
instance, when a man keeps a mistress or lives with her habitually or 
visits her, does it show that the man is living on the earnings of the mis- 
tress, or does it not show that the mistress is living on the earnings of 
the man in whose keeping she is? It cannot make a legal presumption 
as to over-riding plain facts. 

There is another still greater defect in this sub-clause. We all know 
that by far the greater number of persons guilty of such offences are 
the female veterans of that profession who are called landladies and 
who in their old age retire and live upon the earnings of the junior mem- 
bers. The clause as stands in the Bill does not seem to apply to them. 
Had it been intended to apply to those persons also, it would have done 
much good than harm. 

Sir, let. me read the clause, it runs thus: — 

“ Where a person is proved to bo living with a prostitute or where a male person 

is proved to be habitually in the company of a prostitute it 

shall be presumed until the oontrary is proved, that such person is knowing- 
ly living on the earnings of prostitution. 1 ' • 

I do not know what this clause, as it stands in the Bill, means. It 
must be either amended sensibly or omitted altogether. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI : The Kumar in reading out the section 
omitted the most important part of it when he wanted to draw the 
attention of the House to the clause. The clause in the Bill runs : — 

( 2 ) Where a male person is proved to bo living with, or to be habitually in the 
company of, a prostitute or is proved to have exercised control, direction or 
influence over tho movements of a prostitute in such a manner as to show 
that he is aiding, abetting or compelling her prostitution with any other 
person or generally, it shall be presumed, until the oontrary is proved, that 
he is knowingly living on the earnings of prostitution. 

Here is a degrading specimen of humanity who is practically devot- 
ing his life to thj? miserable occupation. There are classes of people who 
live on 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I ask if there are 
not three cl&Bses? 

Protestor 8. C. MUKHERJI: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is admitted. The Professor says there are 
three classes. 
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Professor 8. C. MUKMERJI: There are three classes and the whole 
thing is to be judged from the context. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Perhaps it is not known to the 
Kumar Salieb that there is a class called bhuruas. They live with these 
women, they help them in robbing the visitors and they help them in 
detaining unlawfully young girls that come there. This is one of the 
most important clauses in the Bill, viz., that it should strike at the 
bhuruas. But I think the word “ or ” in the third line is apparently a 
mistake for the word “ and.” If the clause be modified accordingly, I 
think it would haVe the proper meaning. If you substitute the word 
“and” for the second “or” it will settle the question, and the clause 
would run thus; — 

“ Where a male person is proved to be living with or to be habit- 
ually in the company of a prostitute and is proved to have 
exercised control, direction, etc., etc.” 

Otherwise I think the clause will be quite dangerous. The clause 
is ” Whenever a male person is proved to be living with a woman at 
night ” — but they might live with prostitutes at night and they may be 
otherwise very respectable persons. Fnless and until it is proved that 
he is the man who has control and direction of the brothel, you cannot 
possibly drag him under the law. Therefore I hope the Hon’ble the 
Member will kindly consider whether the second “ or ” should be altered 
into “ and.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: We are much obliged to the 
Kumar Sahel) for pointing out the bad drafting in this particular sec- 
tion which is taken from the Burma Act. It is quite correct, as he points 
out, that the clause as it stands is liable to penalise anybody who is 
habitually in the company of a prostitute. That is not the intention of 
the Bill. But we cannot accept Mr. Mallik’s amendment, because if we 
put in the word 44 and ” in place of the word 44 or ” then we should have 
to prove that the person accused was living with the prostitute and he 
might be living in another house. 

What I propose is to make it clear by an alteration which would make the 
clause run as under : — 

44 Where a male person is proved — 

(i) to be living with, or to be habitually in the company of, a 
prostitute, or 

(tt) to have exercised control, direction or influence over the move- 
ments of a prostitute, 

in such a manner as to show that he is aiding, abetting or compelling 
her prostitution with any other person or generally, it shall be presumed, 
until the contrary is proved, that he is knowingly living on the earnings 
of prostitution." 
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I think that will meet the Kumar Saheb’s objection. 

The amendment mdved by the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson was 
then put and agreed to, the Kumar withdrawing his. 

Babu ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTA: In view of the above altera- 
tion, I beg leave to withdraw my amendments. 

The following amendments were then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“ That in clause 9(2), line 2, after the word ‘ habitually ’ the word® 

‘ and continuously ’ be inserted.” 

“ That in clause 9 (2), line 5, for the word 4 show ’ the word ‘ indicate 9 
be substituted.” 

4 ‘ That after clause 9(2) the following be added, namely: — 

4 Provided that a bona fide servant or dependent minor relation 
* shall not come under the purview of this section/ ” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 9, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clafse 10. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 10 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that in clause 10, 
line 1, after the word “ girl ” the words “ who is not a prostitute ” be 
inserted. 

I have not yet been able to find out what the real intention of this 
legislation is. It has made crime of things which are matters of com- 
mon occurrence. It is quite true that they may send a thrill of shudder 
through the frail frame of our moral faddists who want the world to be 
pure and free from vice even if they themselves are to become the excep- 
tions or the privileged ones 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is this not rather the speech that you were 
reserving for the motion that the Bill as settled in Council be passed? 

I want to hear from you something on the question of the girl who i» 
not a prostitute but seduced by a person for the purposes of prostitution. 

I think you are delivering the wrong speech, Kumar Sahe^. (Laughter.) 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: What I was going to sug- 
gest is that you are making it a criminal offence to visit a prostitute or 
keep a mistress but by that you are making some such law in the name 
of checking prostitution which will only increase blackmail. If it be * 
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the intention of the mover to save the innocent, I think he can have no 
objection to the amendment moved by me. By all means punish those 
who induce decent girls or women to lead the life of a prostitute but do 
not try to go beyond that. It might satisfy the vanity of some men 
to see some such provisions in the Statute Book, but I am quite sure 
that the Bill will either remain a dead letter or become an instrument 
of oppression. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: The object of this section 
is to check the supply of girls to brothels. From that point of view it 
makes no difference whether the girl is already a prostitute or whether 
she is not. If the provision is considered too much in advance of the 
sentiment of the country then the House should reject this Bill 
altogether. We have stated very definitely in the report of the Select 
Committee what this Bill purports to do, and if the country is not ready 
for it, it is certainly the duty of the House to turn it down. But look- 
ing round the benches I do not think that there is much evidence of any 
particular mandate from the country on the subject. My main objection 
to this amendment is that it will throw upon the prosecution the onus 
of proving whether the girl is or is not a prostitute. If she is a prosti- 
tute, we cannot touch her and we cannot also touch the man who puts 
the woman into the brothel; this amendment will prevent us from doing 
that. But, surely, that is the case we want to put a stop to. Then with 
regard to stopping the supply of innocent girls to brothels this amend- 
ment would make the way very easy for procurers to ensure that the 
girl is no longer innocent when she reaches the brothel. 

For these reasons I oppose this amendment. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I want to say a few words. 
A woman who is not a prostitute as soon as she is brought into a brothel 
is taught on the best possible lines. Supposing a girl is brought 
there she is very soon taught to say “ I am 9 , prostitute/’ 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: If she is to say “lama 

prostitute,” she might as well say “ I have been seduced.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following amendment was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA3IMUDDIN AHMED: That in clause 
10, lines 4 and 5, after the word “ imprisonment ” the words “ of either 
description v be inserted. 

'Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: May I be permitted to move 
this amendment as well as amendment No. 1 12 P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you still wish to move these amendments after 
the result of the last division ? 

Baftu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Yes, Sir, I do. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. 

Bobu ANNADA CHARAN OUTTA: I more that in clause 10, 
lilies 5, 6 and 7, the words “ or (if a male) with whipping or (if a male) 
with both of these punishments ” be omitted. 

I also move that in clause 11, lines 6 and 7, the words “ or (if a male) 
with whipping or (if a male) with both of these punishments ” be 
omitted. 

I have to bring to the notice of the House that in connection with this- 
sort of punishment we have been a little imposed upon. The Member 
in charge of the Bill gave us an assurance that this was going to be 
accepted, and when all our supporters left, this motion was inflicted 
upon us. Certainly this is not fair. If you really want to swallow some 
thing, why do not you swallow the whole hog? If you think that the 
offences are so grave as to deserve three years’ imprisonment and in 
addition also there should be whipping, which has been chiefly charac- 
terised as brutalising, then why do not you inflict the punishment on 
the females also? It appears that you do not agree to provide the 
same sort of punishment for the female degraded creatures as for the 
male degraded creatures. So this invidious distinction between females 
and males certainly should not be there and you should not be blind to 
the sentiment so far as males are concerned. I know it will be very 
difficult for us to get any support to this amendment. I would still 
appeal to the good sense of the House. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I formally move the 
amendments which are already before the House. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg to support the 
amendments which have just been moved. 

THo Hon’bfe Mr* H. L. STEPHENSON: I have nothing to add to 
what I have just said except in regard to Annada Babu’s remark just 
now. I should like to explain that Government have not swerved one 
inch from the attitude they took up from the very beginning on this 
Bill. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: May I submit by way of per- 
sonal explanation that I did not mean the Hon’ble the Member? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: Government have been 
consistent the whole way through. They have left it entirely to the 
free vote of the members. 

Profoasor 8. C. MUKHERJI: So far as I am concerned, I think 
an explanation is necessary in this matter. I have kept a perfectly 
open mind and leave it to the decision of the Council. I am sorry there 
has been a slight misunderstanding over the matter. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

DO 



294 NON-OFFICIAL MEMBER’S BILL. [17th Ago. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 10 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed tq. 

Clause 11. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 11 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg formally to move 
that in clause 11, line 3, after the word “ girl M the words “ who is 
not a prostitute ” be inserted. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Khan Bahadur 
MauivTAVasimuddin Ahmed was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That in clause 11, line 5, after the word ‘ imprisonment * the 
words * of either description ’ be inserted.’* 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that at the end of clause 11 
the following be added, namely: — 

“ and for the same offence or bad conduct, the Commissioner of 
Police may, by order in writing, exclude the offender from 
the local limits of his jurisdiction, for such period, as he may 
consider expedient, but in no case for a longer period than 
one year at a time.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 11 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: (At 7-30 r.M.) Further consideration of this 
Bill is adjourned till 3 o’clock on Monday, the 20th August. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 
18th August, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Preoeedings of tho Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under Hie 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 18th August, 1923, at 10-30 a.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble the 
Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur being absent), 
and 86 nominated and elected members. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

32. — Medical. 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon'ble Sir 8urendra Nath Banerjea) : T move 
that a sum of Its. 27,410 be granted for expenditure under the head 
« 32. — Medical.” 

Of this sum of Its. 27,410, Its. 25,000 have to be paid to the 
Calcutta Nursing Institute. Tho reason for this additional grant is 
this. Last year we paid Its. 1,25,000 to this institute. We 
appointed a Committee under the presidency of the Hon’ble Sir John 
Kerr in order to devise means for the purpose of affording stability to 
the financial position of this very useful institution and this Committee 
reported that the Government grant should be permanently raised to 
Rs. 1,00,000 a year. In accordance with the recommendation of this 
Committee, we recommend that this grant of an additional sum of 
Rs. 25,000 be voted. I need hardly remind the Council of the claims 
of this most useful institution upon the generous consideration of this 
House. The balance (Rs. 2,410,) has to be paid for stores ordered by 
the High Commissioner. 

With this explanation I beg to move that this sum be granted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


33.— Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: I move that a 
sum of Rs. 52,500 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 33.— 
Public Health.” 


20a 
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The detail*! of this grant are as follows - 

Rs. 17,500 for anti-malarial operations. — The House will agree that 
this is a most useful purpose to which money should be* devoted. 

Rs. 5,000 for the Maternity Service League at Dacca. — A most 
useful institution which is doing admirable work at Dacca in connec- 
tion with child welfare. 

Rs. 10,000 to be granted to the Berhampore Water- works. — The 
water-works were in difficulties. They nearly collapsed. The authori- 
ties did their best to put their house in order and they solicited assistance 
from Government. Government felt that in a case of this kind where 
a local body had done its best to re-establish itself, aid should be 
granted, and we accordingly decided that a sum of Rs. 10,000 be givent 
as a grant to the Berhampore Water-works. 

Lastly, comes the Rs. 20,000 which is an extra grant for quinine- 
The House always attaches very great importance to the grant for the 
distribution of quinine. I am sure that the House will agree that this- 
sum should be voted. 

With these remarks I beg to move that this sum be granted. 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Satisb Chandra 
Mukharji was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 10,000 under the head * 33. — Public: 

Health — Scheme 3 * be refused.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea’s motion was then put 
and agreed to. 


35.-— Industries. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J, T. Donovan): I move that a sum of 
Rs. 2,120 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 35. — Indus- 
tries.” 

As is shown in the Grey Book this sum is necessary for the passages* 
of two scholars going to England which we had omitted to provide. 

The motion was put and agreed. 

37.— Miscellaneous Departments. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’bl* 
Mr* 4. Donald): I move that a sum of Rs. 15,700 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “37.— Miscellaneous Departments” in 
connection with the participation of Co-operative, Industries and 
Agriculture Departments in the Calcutta Exhibition as a preliminary 
to the British Empire Exhibition. 
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This is set out in the memorandum and given effect to the scheme 
which has already been approved of by this* Council. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that the demand 

«of Its. 15,700 under the head “ 37. — Miscellaneous — Participation of 
Co-operative, Industries and Agriculture Departments in Ihe Calcutta 
Exhibition a a a preliminary to the British Empire Exhibition, M be 
refused. 

While it is curious that the Hon’ble Mr. Donald is going to make 
a demand the necessity for which has been explained in a memorandum 
issued by the Agriculture and Industries Department, it ia a pity that 
the Government which is anxious to advertise itself as a reformed 
Oovemment is coming forward with such a demand in utter disregard 
of the present feelings of the people of this country against participation 
in the British Empire Exhibition. For whatever might have been the 
feelings of* some of us towards such a question in last January, some- 
thing has happened in the meantime which must have caused a good 
<leal of heart-searching amongst all true Indians and which must have 
made many of us revise our ideas and attitude with regard to participat- 
ion in such an Imperial pageant. How serious must have been that 
event, how unexampled and unexpected must have been that incident, 
liow “ profound ” must have been “ the humiliation 99 and ° deep, the 
affront to India ” which could have made a sane and sober politician 
and a loyal and liberal statesman like the Right Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa 
-Sastri to advise the Indians not to take part in the British Empire 
Exhibition ! Sir, segregation at one place, association at another 
certainly go ill together; and I ask the Council to endorse the view 
of this prince of Indian moderate politicians. Sir, I hope the Council 
will rise to the height of the occasion and .reject this demand and refuse 
to associate with those who are only too anxious, as a distinguished 
dominion representative said the other day, “ to place the Indians 
where they should be.” Indians, Sir, cannot and should not think of 
participating in the British Empire Exhibition unless and until the 
Kenya decision is reversed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): I desire to 
make it perfectly clear that we cannot have any discussion on fh'e details 
of anything that may have happened with regard to Kenya. Succeeding 
speakers should follow the example of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, and 
keep themselves strictly within this ruling. 

Kuiwr 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: In January last when 
*the Government resolution recommending our participation in the 
British Empire Exhibition was passed by this Council, some of us includ- 
ing my humble self had opposed it on the ground that we are too poor 
-to spend money for such a purpose in a foreign land. Some of us had # 
then thought that such an exhibition would not conduce to any good 
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to our country, but would rather be productive of greater harm. How- 
ever, Sir, the majority thought otherwise and supported the resolution 
which was carried with a reservation that in as much as the sanction of 
the budget was in our hands, we could very well refuse the demand laler 
on if we did not wish to spend anything in this connection. We were 
also given to understand that we were going to exhibit our goods as 
equals, and as others who are citizens of this vast Empire were going to 
take part in the Empire Exhibition, it would be mean and undignifie3 * 
on our part, their fellow-citizens and compeers, to remain moping HI 
the corner and not participate in this great event. It was supposed and 
we were given to understand that such participation would promote-* 
mutual cordiality between .us and all our fellow-citizens of the Empire,, 
that along with our business relationship, mutual respect and com- 
radeship would increase and that, in short, a participation in this exhibi- 
tion would only establish on firm grounds our Empire citizenship. But, 
Sir, the atmosphere has changed a good deal since the passing of that 
resolution. We have been declared the helots of this noble Empire- 
The highest, authorities in the Empire have declared, in no mistakable 
terms, that we, Indians have no right to claim equal citizenship in this 
Empire. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry to interrupt you, Kumar Sahib, but 
you must keep within the bounds of my ruling. Rai Harendrauath 
Chaudhuri did it extremely well and I think you can also do it. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: My point is this: Chat we 
will not be treated on equal terms with other citizens but as helots 
and coolies there. That is my proposition and I am going to develop 
my point with your permission. We, the Indians, are all right when 
we serve the purposes of the favoured ones who are really the citizens, 
we are all right when we face the dangers and difficulties which the- 
favoured ones cannot well do, we are patted on the back as long as Che 
shedding of our blood is needed in the interests of the Empire 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You cannot go into all this as it is not the 
subject-matter under discussion. All we are discussing here to-day is 
the question of the refusal of this demand, and in order to establish 
vcur refusal general principles may be laid down. But we cannot have 
any discussion of the matters you are elaborating. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I bow to your ruling- 
What I beg to submit is that it does not matter in the least whether 
the Bengal Government which has an income of 10 crores of rupees, 
should grant Rs. 15,000 or not. It is not that. It is a matter cf prin- 
ciple: are we going to epend a single copper pie when we know tEafc 
we, the Indians, are being Created as brown niggers and not as equals, 
i Sir? we are welcome cifisens as long as we sweat and perish to make tte 
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lauds habitable for the favoured ones, but once when the purpose 
is accomplished, we are nowhere. We can then no longer be suffered 
to live or breathe the same air. Sir, Kenya and South Africa have 
supplied to us this disillusionment, and we shall ever remain thankful 
to those politicians for having done us this great good. They have 
made us, the so-long deluded ones, realise our real status, the helota 
of the Empire, the beasts of burden, and our motherland, an emporium 
* of raw materials, to be wrought and moulded and exploited according 
*ta the pleasure of the favoured ones. 

However, Sir, as this British Empire Exhibition is going to be air 
exhibition for the citizens of the Empire, can we, the Bengalis, can 
we, the helots and coolies, can* we, oti any account, join it willingly 
and of our own accord, if we have the least spark of self-respect in us? 
Under the Indian constitution the Government has the power to certify 
expenditure. Let the Government do whatever they please, but we, 
ourselves, the representatives of the people here, can be no party to 
such heaping of insults on our heads; we, ourselves, cannot participate 
in an exhibition which is going to be nothing but an exposition of our 
inferior status and utter degradation and htdplessness. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DOTTA: I join hands with my friends, Rai 
Harendranath Chaudhuri and Kumar Shib Shekhareswar ltay, in refus- 
ing the grant that has been asked for this morning. I do so on three 
grounds: first on industrial grounds, second on economic grounds, and 
the last, but not the least, on political grounds. As I mentioned in 
January last, when I opposed the principle of participation in the 
British Empire Exhibition, I repeat it to-day that for an industrially 
deficient country like India, participation in this exhibition can bring 
us no good. It is an open secret now from the published speech of 
Lord Ronaldshay and some other eminent men, qualified to speak on the 
subject, that the main object of the exhibition is merely to give faci- 
lities to British capital and British enterprise to develop the raw 
materials of India and other parts of the British Empire. Now, Sir, 
are we going to help that project ? Are we, who have to import most 
of our requirements from abroad, going to send our raw materials as 
exhibits to England and help England to develop her industries at our 
expense? I am sure that this Council will have no hesitation in express- 
ing its clear views in this matter. On the last occasion in January, 
some members of this Council were clever enough to point out that 
we should find a ready market for special products like Dacca muslins, 
rhikan works, embroidered slippers, etc., in England. I have never 
beard a more amusing story. During the last 150 years, the inter- 
national trade developers and the European merchants have been trying 
their hardest to increase the trade between England and India. Have 
they succeeded in finding an European market for these special goods of 
Bengal. Not at all. I have been to England myself and 1 know the # 
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love of the English people for their home industries. Take the case 
pf the Bryant and May’s matches. They would rather pay heavily for 
these matches than go in for cheap Swedish ones. They may purchase 
fancy foreign articles but not those for ordinary use. 

Then, Sir, economically this demand is absurd. Here is a proposal, 
a serious proposal before this Council to send a gentleman to England 
to help this exhibition. What is the High Commissioner doing there? 
Can he not help? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is another demand which comes later on. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Coming to the political question, 
in January last, many members on the moderate side of the House, were 
jubilant that they were going to get a chance of sharing fraternal 
hospitality in England as partners of that great and glorious British 
Empire, over which the Sun never Rets. In our student days, we read 
the statement of a critic, who said in jest, about the holy Roman 
Empire that it was neither holy, nor Roman nor was it an empire. I 
ask all the members of this Council to answer in all seriousness — do 
they feel that they are equal partners in this British Empire? Does 
this British Empire really exist for us, Indians? After the recent 
hapinmings, I must Say that it does not. We read in the history books 
that when Great Britain was dependent on the Roman Empire, there 
used to be victory prooessions along the streets of Rome and Britain 
used to participate in them, not as equal partners but as heloTs. Are 
we going to repeat the same story to-day? I ask all the members of 
this Council to seriously consider this position. I ask all the British 
members of this Council to say were they proud of the achievement 
in those days in the Roman Empire Exhibition? I hope that every 
member of this Council will dearly think that not only is it a shame 
but that it is an insult to be asked to take part in this exhibition not 
as partners but as helots. I think that it is time that the Bengal 
Council should tell the world that they have begun seriously to consider 
this matter and to show by their action that they know how to 
tianslate their thoughts into action. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Exhibitions are useful or 
otherwise according to the objects which the promoters have in view 
aud according to the method by which exhibitions are carried out. The 
Calcutta Exhibition will not be an independent organization but will 
only 1>e a preliminary to the British Empire Exhibition to be held 
in Loudon. Therefore, participation in the Calcutta Exhibition will 
mean participation in the British Empire Exhibition. Now, there are 
very strong grounds on which we ought to refuse to participate in the 
British Empire Exhibition. These grounds are partly economio and 
* partly political. What is the object which the organisers of the 
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British Empire Exhibition have in view? It is to make the British 
Empire economically self-sufficient. then India stand to grain or lose 
by this arrangement? I believe India stands to lose. India is mainly 
a producer of raw materials and a purchaser of manufactured goods. 
We want to develop our agricultural produce, and it does not matter to 
us whether our goods go to places within or outside the Empire. In the 
matter of manufacturing industries, we want gradually to build up our 
own. But so long as we are dependent on foreign sources, it is not much 
concern to us whether the finished goods we require come from England 
or Germany or Ameyica. 

There is a possible danger involved in the idea of Imperial self- 
sufficiency. If this idea grows, our fields both for exportation and 
importation may l>e greatly narrowed. The economic interests ad 
India demand that her exports should find as extensive a market in 
the world as possible so that she may sell her goods at the l)est price 
possible. Jt is also desirable that India should have a free choice 
as to what oountry to buy from so that she may buy as cheap as 
possible. As things stand at present, we are sometimes compelled 
to pay higher prices because we are forced to buy our goods in Great 
Britain. This disadvantage will be greater if we accept the idea of the 
economic self-sufficiency of the British Empire. Our economic activi- 
ties, already small, will be further restricted. India is weak, England 
and the other parts of the Empire are strong. So in any Imperial 
arrangement the economic interests of India are bound to suffer. 

I come now to the political aspect of the question. What is tho 
position of India in the Empire? India is a subject oountry, while 
England and the self-governing Dominions are free. Now can there 
be any real friendship between a free people and a subject race? 
Friendship in such a case can only mean domination by one party 
over the other. And what is the treatment that is meted out to us 
in the other parts of the Empire. There is the colour bar every where. 
You all know the attitude of not only self-governing Dominions but 
of some Crown Colonies towards us and our position is one of slmme 
and humiliation. The recent happenings in a certain colony have 
proved conclusively the hollowness of all the professions of Imperial 
citizenship and so forth with which British and British Indian politi- 
cians have so long tried to soothers. Sir, in obedience to your ruling, 
I shall refrain from discussing the details of the treatment which has 
been meted out to us in some of. the colonies, but I will conclude with 
one observation. This Council — at least the elected portion of it — 
cannot afford to ignore public sentiment, and we all kuow in how 
unmistakable a manner public opinion has expressed itself in the 
matter on some of the recent happenings in certain parts of the 
Empire. The feeling of resentment throughout the country is deep and 
intense and this Council will be flouting that opinion in the most 
flagrant manner if it agreed to vote this grant ignoring what had 
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happened in another part of the British Empire. I therefore urge with 
all the emphasis that I can command that this demand should not he 
granted. 

Major HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: I rise with a good deal of diffi- 
dence to participate in a debate like this which hag excited the deepest 
feelings of resentment amongst my countrymen. As an Indian. I 
heartily join in condemning the action of those British statesmen who 
have treated the rights of the Indians in Kenya with scant courtesy. 

I trust I shall not bo misunderstood when I say that the main issue 
at the present moment is not the question of treatment of Indians; 
but the question is whether we should vote for or refuse the grant 
of the demand in connection with the British Empire Exhibition. 
Mr. Donovan in January last, in a clear and lucid speech, explained and 
set forth the reasons why Bengal should participate in the Empire 
Exhibition. I think we have definite interests to advance. I submit 
it will help to create for Bengal a market in the European countries 
for her various products of Art and Industry. I do not agree with 
my friernl, Balm Iiulu Bhushan Dutta, that the Europeans do not appre- 
ciate Indian works of art. Works like hashida , chikon, and gold 
embroideries, most of which are almost purely Muhammadan industries, 
are kept alive by the patronage of the Europeans both in this country 
and abroad. I know from my association with them that they appre- 
ciate and pay a very good price for all kinds of the better class of 
oriental work of art. It is only the cheap and nasty things that they 
reject. They go for quality and have the money to pay for it. The 
statement that the Englishman is so clannish that he will only use 
matches of English manufacture, I am afraid, is not correct. If 
they decline to use Swedish and Japanese matches they must be 
inferior to the British-made articles. One might inquire of the Muham- 
madan traders in the districts of ITooghly, Howrah and Dacca, where 
most of the work referred to above are produced, whether they have 
got a ready market in India or abroad ? They will say it is in Europe 
and America that they find the best purchasers. Therefore, it would 
be a great advantage if we participate in the British Empire Exhibition 
and show to the British people what we can produce. Besides economic 
advantage, it will serve to show that section of the British people who 
are against Indians that the Indian people are not barbarians who can 
only show brute force and they have given a good account of 
themselves in the late war. They will realize that the Indians are 
also a highly civilised people fit to be given the rights of equal citi- 
zenship with the rest of the cultured population in the civilised world. 
How long can they ignore us? How long can they trust us unjustly? 
The Kumar Sahib has referred to the treatment of Indians by Englishmen 
and compared it to that of the Britons by the Romans in ancient 
times. But the conclusion from it to my mind is that it did not pay 
c the Romans to ill-treat the Britons. To-day, where are the Romans 
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and what is the condition of the British? Is not the British Empire 
greater and mightier than what the' Roman Empire ever has been? 
To-day, a certain section of the British people can afford to flout 
our sentiment and forget that we produced the fine Dacca muslins 
when they^ did not know the use of civilised garments to cover them- 
selves with. The remedy lies with us by our endeavours in different 
spheres we should demonstrate that we are in no way inferior to them 
and we are sure to secure equal treatment. Refusal of a grant is 
within our rights, but are we going to use our most effective weapon 
at the very outset? When negotiations are going on no experienced 
labour leader will precipitate “ strike.” More could be obtained by 
judicious negotiations with the employees of labour than by such 
means os intimidation and strikes. When everything else fails then, 
we shall play our trump cards. The Viceroy himself has expressed 
his sympathy with us, in the question of Kenya. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Dr. Suhrawardy, we cannot go into all that, 
we are not concerned with what the Viceroy did or did not say. 

Major HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Very well, Sir, but I simply 
wanted to say that we should not lose sight of our own iuterest because 
a certain section of the British people have been unjust to us. We 
have entered our emphatic protest and I consider that that ought to be 
enough for the present. No good General would call out his reserves 
to fight at the first brush with the enemy. It is not judicious. I 
agree with my countrymen that we have been very badly treated in 
some parts of the British Empire, but in the present question of the 
voting of grants for participation in the British Empire Exhibition I 
cannot agree with the mover of the amendment to refuse the demands. 

Mr, W. L. CAREY: Before I make any speech I should like to 
settle a small point, and that is that the question of participation in the 
Calcutta Exhibition does not carry with it an undertaking to participate 
in the London Exhibition. With regard to the whole subject of this 
vote, may I be permitted to state that by granting or refusing this 
vote the Council is not adopting the best and the right way of treating 
the subject ? In a manner of speaking I have been in at the whole of 
the question since the beginning of it a few weeks ago. I had the 
privilege of hearing the debate in Simla and spending a whole day in 
the House listening to it and also of discussing it very fuJly with 
friends in the assembly both Indian and European. We sympathise 
entirely with the Indian point of view and with the feelings of dis- 
appointment which have arisen in the country by the compromise and 
arrangement s arrived at. I cannot go into that here because I would 
not be allowed to nor is it immediately relevant to the main point 
under discussion. I would only remind the Council and those member* 
of it in particular who are suggesting the opposition to this vote that 
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here is another side of the question. It is abundantly clear from 
luch^that has been written and said since the decision of the Cabinet 
q London was made known. There generally is another side to every 
question and the wise man is the man who tries to get both points 
of view before forming his own conclusions. Making every allowance 
for the feeling and the sentiment of India I do say that we should 
not allow ourslves as a Council to be blinded by our feelings. Action 
is ver^ seldom the best if it is guided by the feelings of the moment. 

I think that perhapw the proposed method of expressing our opinion 
by refusing this grant is a little too weak. I am not sure whether it 
is really in keeping with the dignity which may be looked for from 
this Council and which I should like to think may be looked for from 
this Council, nor is it altogether in keeping with the dignity of India 
itself with its great history and great records. I do not think that 
our dignity will be raised by such an action as this and I would beg 
of you to take a larger view of things. Looked at from another angle 
I think it will do more harm than good if this vote is refused. The 
two exhibitions would, I believe, advance the industry of the province 
and of the country as a whole and the refusal to participate in them 
is really like cutting off one’s nose to spite one’s face. Those who are 
commercially interested in the Calcutta Exhibition and there are a 
great many of those and those who propose to be interested in the 
Empire Exhibition will, I am sure, hardly approve our action if this 
vote is refused when there are other ami more proper methods of 
expressing our resentment over the decision of the Cabinet. If it 
were the only method of expressing that opinion it might lie sup- 
ported, but under the circumstances I do not feel that it is so. The 
absence of India or of any part of India from the Empire Exhibition 
in London, I do not think would be otherwise than unfortunate. The 
Exhibition itself would really hardly be affected, but I think it will 
be expressing a very small attitude on the part of Indian members of 
whatever legislature to refuse their grant and in that manner giving 
a very unfortunate impression. I would therefore very strongly urge 
upon the Council to accept the graut. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to support 
the amendment moved by Rai Harendranath CJhaudhuri. I consider 
it as my duty to support it. I had the opportunity of listening to 
the arguments on both sides. It is my duty to support the motion as 
a representative of the people in the Council. Sentiment, Sir, is a great 
argument and is not always to be rejected. If you ask the Council 
to consider the weight of public opinion one cannot but declare that 
it is for the view which has been taken by the mover, that is, the grant 
be refused. It has lieen argued — and I consider it a very strange 
argument— that we are to prove ourselves worthy of the occasion by 
voting for the grant. How can the proof be adduced when already a 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


m 


dec&ration has been made by persons who are in authority that w& % 
ana not a worthy people ? Therefore, is it reasonable to contend before 
the Council ib;» « by voting for the grant we prove ourselves to f be a 
worthy people. I should not justify such on argument when already 
they have made a declaration— a declaration that has quite naturally 
hurt the sentiment of the people of the country as a whole. It ia 
also argued that we would be charged with disloyalty if we do not 
vote for the grant. I refuse to listen to such an argument. I say 
everybody knows that we are loyal to the very core and consequently 
such a view ought not to be taken. You cannot take the money 
unless there is an assent by the Council and for that purpose you have 
come to us to listen to the arguments which have been put forward by 
the representatives of the people and then you would be in a position 
to understand whether such a grant can be allowed. I emphasise that 
the sentiment of the people is quite against the grant. It has been 
said that it would be in keeping with the dignity of the Council if 
such a grant were allowed. What dignity have we, when we are 
already declared as unworthy people, pray tell me? The dignity of 
the Council, I say — and say it most emphatically — will be better 
maintained if you refuse the grant. 

Babti SURFNDRA NATH MALLIK: I entirely agTee with 

Dr. Banerjea, as also with the rest of my countrymen, in thinking that 
the so-called Kenya Settlement is simply disgraceful. It is humiliat- 
ing to us to the utmost degree. To my mind it seems that the present- 
day English politicians are very jxjor statesmen. It also shows that we 
cannot possibly have faith in all these protestations of justice that are 
being held out by British statesmen to us, and laRt of all I say, with the 
deepest regret, that it makes it impossible for us to believe, least 
of all to realise, that we are citizens of a great Empire. Such fads 
as the Empire Day and things of that sort cannot have any meaning if 
we are going to be treated like cats and dogs in other parts of the 
Empire. I entirely agree with my countrymen in thinking that the 
Kenya question has been the greatest blunder that British politicians 
have made in recent years. 

But the present question is quite different. Here the question is 
whether we ought to make some contribution for exhibiting our 
economic products in England. It is absolutely a different matter. 
Here are the English people who have come down to rob us right and 
left with their merchandise and it ought to be our duty to get back as 
much of that money as we can. That is what we are going to do by 
participating in the Exhibition. So far as our products are concerned , 
they are indeed very fine, but they are very costly and everybody knows 
that they have got no market in India. We are a poor people and we 
cannot afford to purchase them. It is these Britishers and Americana 
with big pockets who can afford to purchase these goods. So by that* 
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way we must get back some of our money. It is only a business pro- 
position. We want to advertise our goods there and we ought to do that. 

It is absolutely to our own interest. We are a subject-race and w* shall 
be a subject-race so long as we cannot work out our own salvation and 
Providence does not help. This economic development is one of the 
means of our salvation. So let us try to get back some of our own 
money. I look upon it purely as a business proposition. We have been 
taught by these British people the value of advertisement. They say 
that if you have got Es. 100, put Es. 10 on the product and Es. 90 
on the advertisement. It is, as I have said, purely an advertising matter. 
We make a little contribution and it might bring a little portion of our 
own money back to us and keep our indigenous arts and industries 
from starvation. It is entirely different from the question of our treat- 
ment abroad. We ought to pay for the exhibition and try our chance. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: It strikes me, 
that it is highly presumptuous on the part of the poor, to participate 
in the festivities of the rich — it is presumptuous on the part of the 
“ blacks ” to participate in the festivities of the “ whites/ * it is utter 
presumption on the part of Indians to take part in any exposition or in 
any exhibition ; and if any exhibition is needed, it is to be the exposition 
of our worthlessness in the exhibition, which is to be held in London. It 
is in no spirit of petulance, that I am going to support the amendment of 
my friend, Eai Harendranath Chaudhuri, but Sir, in response to a 
strong feeling in the country that we are mere “ hewers of wood and 
drawers of water ” — that we have no status in the Empire, and, as 
such, it does not become the representatives of the poor people of 
India to vote any amount of money for exhibitions and expositions, 
shows and festivities. I know hot words break no bones, and I know 
strong speeches will not influence the decision of this Council. But, 
Sir, it is absolutely necessary that we should voice the sentiments of 
the people which are quite against all these ostentations, when 
hundreds and thousands of our countrymen are dying like rats in K 
poverty, in ill-health, and from malaria and other fell diseases, and 
are grovelling in ignorance for want of proper education. In this state 
of the country, it does not become the representatives of the people 
to vote any amount of money for the purpose. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: The excitable harangue given by 
the Kumar was not up to his useful, thoughtful standard. Jts ten- 
dency is undoubtedly to create racial ill-feeling. It is all the more 
regrettable as this is a matter which can only be looked at purely 
from an industrial point of view. An exhibition was held last year 
in Calcutta and if we were to ask the exhibitors what has been the 
result of that exhibition they would all undoubtedly reply— increase*} 
business and further success. Now, Sir, one of my friends in opposing 
the grant asks— “ Does the British Empire exist for Indians?” ^ 
and his reply is “ No.” But-surelv he does not for one moment mean k 
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to say that the British Empire has not advanced the status of India 
and of Indians. Surely the civilised world are the best judges on 
this matter and we are perfectly contented to abide by that opinion. 
Mere rhetoric does not alter that decision. Sir, it is absurd to make 
an effort to defeat this worthy object which will distinctly help to 
improve the industrial conditions of India by dragging the proverbial 
red herring across the path on a decision that has been given by 
the Home Government that does not meet with some of the Indian 
members’ approval. Attack this decision by all means if you do 
not like it but do not do anything so stupid as to do your country an 
injury by trying to curtail its industrial prosperity. It is purely an 
industrial proposition and members of this House who are businessmen 
will understand that before a business can be made a big success that 
business must be advertised in some shape or other. Then, Sir, thia is an 
advertisement of an unique kind. We must participate in the exhibi- 
tion to help on our industries and I do hope that the members of this 
House will vote for the grant. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: 1 should like to add a short word in oppos- 
ing the amendment that has been moved by Rai Harendranath Chaudkuri. 
In doing so, I should like to take my stand very distinctly with 
my friend, Mr. Carey, in the words of understanding that he expressed 
with regard to the feelings of our Indian friends on the subject uhich 
really underlies the opposition of this grant. I think all of us who are 
thoughtful must realise that it is not unnatural for our Indian friends to 
feel hurt in their pride and I for one certainly and definitely dissociate 
myself from my friend, Mr. Forrester, when he says that the object of 
the Kumar Sahib’s speeches was to excite racial feeling. I do not 
think for one moment that it is right to attribute that raotivo to the 
Kumar Sahib or to give serious regard to the expression of Mr. Mallik 
that Indians are being treated like cats and dogs. 

Mr. 4. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: On a point of order, Sir, I did not 
r make that statement about cats and dogs. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Some other member thought fit to use the phrase 
and Mr. Villiers is referring to that. 

Mr. F. E. E. V1LLIER8: 1 should like to remind the House of a pos- 
sible standpoint with regard to the question. The British Empire is 
analogous to a very large family of which the British Parliament is the 
parent and which as such finds itself in the somewhat difficult position of 
having to satisfy its various members in different stages of growth and 
development. I would ask the House to bear this in mind before they 
allow their sentiment in the matter of Bengal’s participation in this 
Exhibition to outweigh sober judgment. Participation will probably 
do an immense amount of good. I think there is no doubt about that. 


Wife trade history of every progressive country shows that it is adver- 
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get at the very root of unemployment. Let the whole world know 
what we are producing. Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, referring to 
English matches, says that the English people prefer them to ' heap 
Swedish ones. That is because the English people want the very best 
value for their money. Let India show that she can also produce 
things which will give the best value for money and let them not stand 
apart — let their common sense and judgment get the better of thi* 
present feeling of pique. I hope my hon’ble friend, Rai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri, will see his way to withdraw his amendment. 

Maulvi MUHAMMED MADA88UR HU88A1N: At the outset l" 
may say that I beg to support the demand for grant moved by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald. Sir, the demand has been opposed on the ground 
that the British do not treat us on equal terms, and secondly, the Kenya 
question has been raised, but Mr. President, to my mind, these questions 
are simply irrelevant and have no bearing upon the present question. 
What have we to do with equal partnership in the Exhibition? What 
have we to do with equal partnership in this connection, I cannot say. 

I think, Sir, these questions do not arise at all. Why is the Exhibition 
held? It is held in order to show, in the different cities and places where 
the Exhibition is held, the different products of different countries. The 
exhibition is not held for the purpose of proving to the world equal 
partnership. I do not think the question of partnership or equal partner- 
ship or question of equality is at all relevant in discussing these matters* 

As regards equality of partnership of course every Indian wishes 
that we should be an equal partner in all matters with the dominions of 
the British Empire, but as the discussion of that question is not relevant 
to the present proposal I think the question should not be raised. Sir, a 
reference has been made to the Kenya question and the decision of the 
Cabinet in England about Kenya. But what has the Kenya question got 
to do with our participation in the British Empire Exhibition? I think 
wo have nothing to do with it. The only question, the sole question, to be 
considered in this case is whether we shall be benefited if we participate^ 
in the Exhibition. If after mature deliberation we come to the conclusion 
that the Exhibition will not benefit us then let the demand be refused; 
but if, on the other hand, after mature consideration we come to the con- 
clusion that the participation will be to our benefit then let the demand 
be granted. As I have submitted just now the Exhibition is held for the 
purpose of showing to the world the productions of different countries, 
and fine arts and other things made there. 

I beg to say that I am the Secretary of one of the biggest central 
banks in Bengal and I may say with emphasis that this participation 
will greatly benefit the industrial and co-operative movement of this 
country. Sir, under my central bank there are several silk reelers and 
silk weavers and I have experience that some of the productions of my 
societies were sent to London and there they found a ready sale and 
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market. They were sent also to many other exhibitions and found a 
ready sale and market. If the productions are good and fine and if they 
are sent to the Empire Exhibition I have no doubt that they will find a 
ready sale and market, and it will not end there. The people of the 
different countries who will assemble in the Exhibition will see the pro- 
ducts of our co-operative societies and will admire and purchase them ; 
they will also carry the idea with them that the productions of our co- 
operative societies are good things and should be purchased. So, under 
these circumstances, this remark also applies to the agricultural produc- 
* tions, and I beg to submit that the participation of these co-operative 
societies in the Exhibition will benefit the country at large. It will .curry 
on propaganda work in connection with the cottage industries of Bengal 
and will surely benefit the trade. For all these reasons, Sir, I think the 
demand should be supported. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I am sorry I cannot support this demand for the 
grant of Rs. 15,700. 

We are a fish-eating people, Sir, and we are supposed to bo cold- 
blooded like fish. But even our cold blood boils at the insults that tire 
being heaped upon our kith and kin residing in Africa. The speech of 
General Smuts 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to cite what General Smuts 
said; it would be inappropriate. The speech is not before me. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Time there was when the plea civis Romanus sum 
was an ample protection for a Roman in all parts of the world. But we, 
Indians, cannot claim the plea civis Brittanicvs sum for we are helots, 
we are outcastes, we are pariahs, in every country under the British flag 
except India. Sir, if we are not British citizens, if we cannot claim the 
protection and status of British citizenship, what boots this so-called 
Imperial Exhibition? 

Mr. Carey has just said that the proposed amendment is hasty and 
illogical and inconsistent with the dignity of the Council and would do 
India a great injury. Sir, I quite feel the weight, the cogency of these 
remarks, but I ask what else can we do? What other step is left open 
to us? We must do something. We are men, not sheep, and our dignify 
as a nation — quite apart from our dignity as members of this Council — 
demands that we should do something. Inertia is no longer possible. 
Will Mr. Carey or any other gentleman kindly suggest any other course £ 

I, for myself, can see none and I am therefore compelled to oppose this 
demand for grant. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVER8: The opposition to this amendment is based 
upon the fact that Indian opinion considers the Kenya question to be 
unjust. I would point out to those hon’ble members who have got that 
view that there are many thousands of Britishers in this country and # 
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also in England who entirely agree and sympathise with their view that 
the Kenya decision is unjust, but having said that I would ask those 
gentlemen who are opposed to the grant to remember that opposition to 
vote money that is to forward the economic advancement of Bengal is not 
going to assist forward the political goal of Bengal towards democracy; 
on the other hand, it will have the opposite effect. So I would ask the 
members to consider the point carefully before they vote against this 
grant. 

Mr. J.T. DONOVAN: I hardly think it is necessary for me to declare 
sympathy with the resentment which has been expressed in reference to 
a recent decision of the Cabinet. I do not know whether the Government 
of Bengal have yet considered this question. I am not for the moment 
speaking for the Government of Bengal, but as a citizen of the youngest 
dominion of the Empire, if you will permit me, I extend a hearty wel- 
come to every member of this Council and to every Indian who comes or 
wishes to come to that dominion and I am sure each Indian will find 
there that his rights are in every way equal to those of every other citi- 
zen of the British Empire. 

I was wondering, Sir, if the Kumar Sahib or Dr. Banerjea or any of 
those members w f ho have opposed this grant had sent, shall we say, a 
dhoti to the wash and it came back with a single spot on it, would he 
cast aside the dhoti, and say I shall never send it back to the wash again? 
Would he not rather try again to wash out that spot? lie would never 
say that because there was one spot on the dhoti the dhoti was no good? 

Surely, if the Kumar Sahib and his friends who have supported him 
in this question had been anxious to be as fair as possible, they would 
have put forward both sides and admitted that round the wide circuit of 
the British Empire, except in this one outlandish spot in the centre o{ 
Africa, they are equal citizens with you, or me, Sir. They are being 
invited now into the heart of the Empire and there they will all know 
that they are equal citizens of the Empire. In London not only can an 
Indian exercise the ordinary rights of citizenship that I exercise, but the 
people have even selected Indians to represent them in the Mother of 
Parliaments. These things might have been mentioned in coijAanation 
of some of the other things which have happened and which have created 
resentment. 

Now, Sir, are we going to ameliorate the position in the slightest by 
refusing this grant? In January last this Council by a vote of 2 to 1 
decided that there should be an exhibition here in connection with the 
British Empire Exhibition, that there should be a preliminary exhibi- 
tion in Calcutta. Committees were formed upon that decision. The 
people of Calcutta, the busy people of Calcutta, and the people through- 
out this province thought that the Bengal Legislative Council was a res- 
ponsible body and that the Bengal Legislative Council by that decision 
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agreed to the principle of participation in the British Empire Exhibition 
and of holding in Calcutta a preliminary exhibition. Then, Sir, these 
busy men from one end of Bengal to the other, from every district of 
Bengal and from Clive Street and every part of Calcutta came forward 
and generously gave of their time and their labour. Men from all parte 
of Bengal came forward with their guarantees, the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce leading the way with a guarantee of over a lakh of rupees. 
And why did they do this? Why did the people of Bengal behave in this 
way? Because they thought that the Bengal Legislative Council was a 
responsible body and even though there might be a difference of opinion 
in a responsible body, they thought that when it made a decision it 
would abide by that decision. These committees have got to work and 
have entered into contracts. Relying upon the faith of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council they have entered into contracts, they have begun to set 
up buildings, they have committed themselves to the extent of about 
4 lakhs of rupees for buildings for this Exhibition. And the Bengal 
Legislative Council upon which they relied are now asked to withdraw 
that support and to leave them in the lurch. And why P Because, 
forsooth, there is one black spot on the British Empire. Is this logical? 
Is this consistent? Is it consistent with the dignity of the Council? 
Is it consistent with its duty? I say it is not. 

I mm turn to the explanation of the grant. I find that in the discus- 
sion scarcely anybody wanted to know what the vote was alxnit. They 
were all content to discuss the one somewhat irrelevant question and 
they never considered at all what this grant is for. It consists of a grant 
of Rs. 4,000 for the Industries Department of Bengal, Rs. 4,000 for the 
Agricultural Department, and Rs. 1,200 for the Co-operative Depart- 
ment, that is Rs. 9.000 and odd. This money is being taken from the 
Publicity grant, to which my friends in the corner have so often objected, 
and from the purpose for which it was intended under that head, it is 
now being diverted to a kind of publicity which even the Kumar Sahib 
in his severest moments will not condemn. We are now using this 
money, if you give it to us, in publicity worW on behalf of the industries 
of Bengal. Wp are now gathering together in Calcutta what will be 
the greatest collection of cottage industries that has even been collected 
in Bengal. There will be many lakhs of rupees worth of cottage 
industries gathered from every district into Calcutta. Every district 
has come forward and agreed to supply them and when Mr. Indu 
Bhushan Dutta has seen them the delusion under which he is labouring 
that we have nothing to show will vanish for ever. That is the object 
of this Rs. 9,000 and odd. 

The working up of these exhibits have been a labour of love with all 
the people who have undertaken it, but there is something which cannot 
depend entirely upon honorary work. We must have some whole-time 
officer attached to the Exhibition ; we must have some responsible officer 
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who can devote his whole-time to that work and who has nothing else to 
do but that. For this purpose we have selected one of the best known of 
the Bengali officers of the Civil Service — Mr. Mitra. He is an officer 
with the widest acquaintance with this province ; he is an officer who is 
intimately connected with the cottage industries and the co-operative 
movement in this province. We have selected him and asked the Gov-* 
ernment of Bengal to lend him to us and to let the Co-operative Depart- 
ment be carried on by somebody else during the months of November, 
December and the beginning of January. The Government of Bengal 
have realized what an advantage it will be to have Mr. Mitra in that 
position and they have consented to allow him to take up this work. 
The most of the rest of this provision is for the pay of Mr. Mitra during 
that period; the balance is for the pay of Mr. Mitra during that portion 
of the current financial year during which he will be in London and for 
the price of a return passage for him. 

These explanations I think it is necessary to give to the Council in 
spite of the fact that the Council does not seem in the slightest anxious, 
to get them. But these are the details of the demand which we are 
making. We shall come to another demand later on. I say that we 
shall show in this Calcutta Exhibition that, industrially and economi- 
cally, we are being advantaged by such an exhibition. I trust that by 
sending exhibits to London and by sending a Bengali officer to London, 
who can hold his head high in the heart of the Empire by the side of the 
proudest citizen of Kenya, we shall further advance the cause which 
the Kumar Sahib and his friends hold dear to their hearts. [A voice. 
Question ! ] 

There is a question from the corner, but I am not going to argue it. 

I trust, that on reconsideration even some of those who have opposed us 
will agree to pass this vote and will not let down the people who have 
worked for them, not let down the Bengal Legislative Council, for other- 
wise they will make it impossible to undertake anything in future by 
giving to the Bengal Legislative Council the reputation of veering round 
with the breath of every passing popular agitation. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8. 


Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Banerjea, 0* Pramathanath. 

Bhattaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Bate, Mr. I. M. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Ohaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Ohowdhury, Maulvl Fallal Karim. 

Dae Gupta, Mai Bahadur Nlbaran Chandra. 
Does, Mai Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Outt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 


Dutta, Babu Annada Oharan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuihan. 

Haq, Shah dyed Emdadul. 

Khaltan, Babu Debl Proud. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar thlb Shekhareswar. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Joctndra Nath, 
tuhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shahead. 
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NOES. 


AlMMMf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Waslmudtfln. 
.Ahmed, Mauhrl Aaaharuddln. 

Ahmad, Munthl Jafar. 

All, Munthl Amir. 

All, Munthl Ayub. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamtd. 
Banarjaa, the Hon’blt fir furtndra Nath. 
Slrlay, Mr. L. 

Carry, Mr. W. L. 

Coeper, Mr Charlat C. 

Crawford, Mr T. C. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. C. C. 

Donald, tht Hon’blt Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. «l. T. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Coode, Mr. S. JV. 

Wornell, Mr. W. W. 

Wuntlngford, Mr. C. T. 

Hussain, Maulvi Mahammed Madassur. 
Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid ud-din. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 
Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 


Makramall, Munthl. 

Malltk, Babu turandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MoCay, Lt.-Col. David. 

Mlttar, the Hon’blt Mr. P. 0. 

Mukorjae, Mr. t. C. 

Mukherji, Prafottar f. C. 

Mulllok, Babu Nlroda Bahary. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Raheom, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur*. 

Ralkat, Mr. Pratannt Obb. 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur. 

Robertson, Mr. F. W. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunlth Chandra 
Roy, Mr. Bijoyprotad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

Shakespear, Mr. W. A. 

8klnner, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 

Stuart Willlams, Mr. S. C. 

Suhrawardy, Major Hatsan. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 


The Ayes being 22 and the Noes 55, the motion was lost. 

The Hon*hle Mr. Donald’s motion was then pul and agreed to. 


41.— Civil Works. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART. 
MENT (Mr. C. C. Doy): I move that a sum of Us. 0,38, GIG be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 41. — Civil Works.” 

These works have already been noted in the Drey Book issued by 
the Finance Department, and explanatory notes have been attached by 
the various departments to show what these grants are for. The only 
ones to which notes have not been attached are one on page 21, one 
on page 23 and one on page 25. These are works which concern the 
Public Works Department directly, and I have since issued a 
memorandum to the members of this Council explaining what these 
grants are required for. 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addv was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn:— 

“ That the demand of Rs. 25,000 under the head * 41. — Civil Works 
(Reserved) — Scheme 1 ’ be reduced by Rs. 5,000.” 

Ral MAtfENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that the 
demand of Rs. 11,500 under the head “ 41. — Civil Works — (Trans- 
ferred) — Scheme 4 ” be refused. 
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I submit that I see that this amount is required for some additions 
and,, alterations in public offices at Charnock Place for the accommoda- 
tion of certain offices. I consider that this should be refused. 
Although it is a very small item, looking at the financial stringency, 
I consider it necessary that it should be refused. 

Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: I move that the demand of 
Its. 11,500 under the head “ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 4 ” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

My only object in moving this motion is to find out what will be- 
the annual saving by the rearrangement of offices, because if the 
annual saving is substantial, then and then only should we sanction 
this demand, otherwise not. 

Mr. G. G. DEY: The annual saving will be — 

(?) for the office of the Chief Engineer, Public Health Depart- 
ment Its. 5G7 a month; 

(?V) for the office of the Superintendent of Police, Eastern Bengal 
Railway, Its. 200 a month ; 

(???) for the office of the Chief Engineer, Grand Trunk Canal, 
Rs. 1,024 a month. 

This gives a monthly saving of Its. 1,788 or an annual saving of 
Its. 21,450, roughly, Rs. 21,500. This is the approximate saving 
expected. 

The motion standing in the name of Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion standing in the name of Itai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur was then put and lost. 

The following item was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn? — 

Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur and Rai MAHENDRA 
OHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: “ That the demand of Rs. 75,000 under 
the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 5 1 be refused.” 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Amulya 
Dhone Addy was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

u That the demand of Rs. 75.000 under the head * 41. — Civil 
Works — (Transferred) — Scheme 5 ’ be rdeuced by Rs. 5,000.** 

The following motions were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Mr. BN0YPR08AD 8INGH ROY: ‘‘That the demand of 
Rs. 75,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 5 * be reduced 
by Rs. 100.” 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: “ That the demand 
of Rs. 5,352 under the head ‘ 41.— -Civil Works — Scheme 9 1 be 
refused. 
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Rtf MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: “ That the demand- 
of Re. 40,000 under the head ' 4L — Civil Works — Scheme 12 1 b* 
reduced by Re. 13,000.” 


Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: I move that the demand of 

Bs. 2,32,150 under the head ** 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 13 ” be 
refused. 

In moving this amendment I beg to submit that I do so only on 
economic grounds. In the present financial condition of the Govern- 
ment I do not think that we shall be justified in sanctioning this 
expenditure. From the statement of the scheme which has been cir- 
culated to us, it will be seen that if tbe site in Ripon Street is acquired 
for the accommodation of the mounted police and buildings are "con- 
structed on it, the expenditure will lie about Its. G lakhs; so a cheaper 
scheme has been suggested, namely, the transfer of the Vehicles 
Department from Fenwick Bazar to Ballygunge, and the accommoda- 
tion of the mounted police in the reconstructed buildings at Fenwick 
Bazar. The buildings at Ballygunge will cost over Bs. 5,75,000, and 
the buildings at Fenwick Bazar will again cost about Bs. 2,50,000. 
Of this, about Bs. 1,85,000 will come from the sale of the stables at 
Wellesley Place, but in spite of this, the total expenditure on the two 
buildings, one at Fenwick Bazar and the other at Ballygunge, will be 
about Bs. 7 lakhs or about Bs. 2 lakhs more than the building in Ripon 
Street. Thus, the building at Ballygunge is to be included in the new 
scheme of Calcutta police buildings by loan. I do not know whether 
the new Council which is going to be formed soon will sanction this 
loan for the Calcutta police buildings; so I do not think we can anti- 
cipate the sanction of the new Council, and moreover this reconstruc- 
tion of buildings and acquisition of land and everything in connection 
which this large expenditure is necessary to eil**ct an acnual snxing 
of Bs. 23,000, as has been admitted by tbe Police Department in the 
memorandum submitted to us. 

There is another point. I should like to know whether the Govern- 
ment House stables will continue to remain in Wellesley Place; if it 
is allowed to continue there, then the objection on sanitary grounds will 
not arise, and if you agree to the removal of the stables for the 
mounted police from Wellesley Place, the next step will be the removal 
of the Government House stables from Wellesley Place; this means 
another huge expenditure. Successive private secretaries have used the 
chambers alongside the Government Rouse stables and have found 
them quite satisfactory; so I do not think this question of sanitation 
should arise now. In this connection I should like to remind the 
House that when the Council started in 1921, it began with a surplus ci 
about Bs. 2 crores, but the surplus in the current year’s budget has 
been reduced to Rs. 5J lakhs. Even if we had the expected savings 
according to the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee, we* 
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could not make this surplus more than Es. 10 lakhs, and what is the 
#um covered by the supplementary demand for grants? It is this 
Us. 10 lakhs. The result is obvious. I do not think I need make any 
more comment. My submission is this that we should not indulge 
in this new expenditure and thus try to handicap the new Council. 

We must remember that the new Council will have to make provision 
for the contribution to the Central Government, which must be ipade 
next year. 

With these few words I move my motion. 

Raj Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: When I sent notice of this 
motion, the original proposal was before us, but subsequently a revised 
project has been prepared and a memorandum circulated to us pointing 
out ihe altered opinion of the department. I find that the present 
scheme is not so costly as the original one, but I want to point out one 
thing in this connection, and that is this. The Corporation , it has been 
stated, has raised an objection on sanitary grounds to the stables in Welles- 
ley Place, and the revised project is to build a stable in Fenwick Bazar 
thana, which is nearer to the Corporation house. I do not know what 
objection the Corporation can have to the stables in Wellesley Place, 
and not to a stable nearer its own business house. Whatever they 
may he I find that something has to be done in eonnection with these 
stables, liecause a portion of these stables has to be dlsmanTled on 
account of the arrangement of the Standard Insurance Company. That 
being so, I ask leave to withdraw my motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI • I move this motion on 
two grounds. First as a protest against the scant regard with winch 
the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee regarding the 
Police Department have been treated by the Government, and secondly, 
as a protest against related rejection of the views and the vote of the 
Council regarding reductions in the Police Budget. As regards the 
first point I wish to point out that the Retrenchment Committee 
recommended a total reduction in the Bengal police expenditure of 
Rs. 26,28,000 and a total reduction in the expenditure under the head 
“Calcutta Police” of Rs. 8,13,000, that is, all told a reduction of about 
Es. 35 lakhs. But we see the Government is not prepared even to 
accept one quarter of those recommendations. They are pleased to 
inform the public that the proposals of the Retrenchment Committee 
would be accepted to the extent of about Rs. 3i lakhs only, so far as the 
Bengal police is concerned, and so far as the Calcutta police is con* 
oerned they are prepared to accept such recommendations of the/ 
Retrenchment Committee as are worth not even a lakh of rupees. As*}’ 
a protest against this treatment of the recommendations of the Retrench.* 
ment Committee I move this motion. 

My next poiut is that since the inauguration of the Reformed Council 
v we have all been trying to cut down police expenditure, but without 
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any success. Sc far as I remember in the budget for 1921-22, the onljr 
substantial retrenchment the Council could effect was of Rs. 2,83,80(1 
for the married sergeants’ quarters. That vote of the Council w^a 
rejected. In the budget for 1922-23 the vote of the Council with regard 
to the reduction of a demand of about a lakh of rupees on account of 
the mounted police did not stand. Then in the budget for 1922-23 the 
only reduction that could be made amounted to Rs. 94,000 and much 
of that has since been restored. In these circumstances, I think, we 
would be justified in refusing a further increase in police expenditure. 

With these remarks I propose that the present demand be refused. 

The following motion standing in the name of Bobu Satish Chandra 
Mukharji was, in the absence of the memlier, deemed to be withdrawn :*— • 

“ That the demand of Its. 2,32,150 under the head * 41. — Civil 
Works — Scheme 13’ Introduced by Rs. 1,10,075.” 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,32,150 under the head ” 41. — Civil Worts — Scheme 
13 ” be reduced by Its. 82,150. 

I have one point to submit, and that is that the building may be 
constructed at a lesser cost. Lands may be acquired in the suburbs, 
and if this is done, the cost will be less. That is my suggestion. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: There is one very 
serious objection about the passing of t his grant . Government have 
not yet made up their mind, and we are asked to pass this grant on the 
chance that Government may adopt some scheme other than that placed 
before us. I submit this is a procedure which cannot l>c approved. A 
scheme has to be brought Wore us, and the amount required for it has 
to be sanctioned. Government do not know their own mind, yet they 
come before us. Then the amount seems to me to be very large one. 

I cannot understand why the Corporation object to the stables in 
Wellesley Place on sanitary grounds, and should not object to a place on 
Ripon Street on the same grounds. What is bad for the gander is bad 
for the goose. It is an undoubted fact. Sir, that we are short of money, 
that large retrenchments are being made; deserving officers by thousands 
have been turned adrift. Now, Sir, to ask us in this state of things for 
an amount of Rs. 2,32,000 for housing a few sowars, whose number is 
not very large, seems to me to be unjustified at the present juncture. 
The sowars may be housed in a rented house. To a Government placed 
^agif is now in a very precarious position, if the arrangement of housing 
^liese sowars in a rented house is cheaper — and I believe it would be 
Cheaper — there is no reason why we should indulge in the luxury of 
large houses. 

MEMBER in charge of P0LI0E DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. H. L. 8tephenson): I would like to deal first with the motion of 
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Rai Harendranath Cliaudhuri : the grounds on which he brought for- 
ward his motion for the refusal of the grant are two. The first is that 
Government have taken no notice of the recommendations of the 
Retrenchment Committee. With regard to that, this is not the tifiie 
for me to enter into a detailed discussion of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee’s proposals. In introducing the budget I did point out to 
the Council that certain items of the proposals were based on wrong 
figures. I would here point out that this particular scheme is one 
which will carry out the recommendations of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee. As far as Calcutta is concerned, the greatest hope that they 
had was for Government to undertake a building programme and own 
its own buildings, and thereby effect a saving of the enormous sum of 
Rs. 4A lakhs which they at present pay for rented houses. 'I have 
recently been through all the thanas in the north of Calcutta; there is 
not a single thana in which we are not paying an exorbitanT rent. The 
Commissioner of Police has worked out a scheme for Government police 
buildings in Calcutta, buildings in which the police will be accom- 
modated where there is no waste of space, and where the accommoda- 
tion is suitable. I think when I bring that scheme before the Council 
I shall have no difficulty whatever in proving that financially that is 
a sound proposal, and that we shall have a lump sum saved on the rent 
of these buildings to enable us to provide for the interest on a loan and 
ihe repayment of the principal. All our police buildings are held on 
short leases, the majority of which will expire during the next two or 
three years, and when the leases expire the rent will go up by some- 
thing between 20 and 30 per rent, and we shall have to pay; we shall 
have no other alternative. House-owners in Calcutta do not like rent-, 
ing their houses to the police; the Commissioner of Police has either to 
put pressure on the owners of the houses to make them let them to the 
police, which is entirely wrong, or on the other hand to show favour 
* to them to induce them to do so, which is equally wrong. The Commis- 
sioner of Police in Calcutta ought to have nothing to do with hiring houses, 
he ought to be in an entirely independent position. What I want to point 
out to the Council is that this scheme is part of a much bigger scheme 
fot police buildings in Calcutta. 

The second ground on which Rai Harendranath Cliaudhuri wishes to 
refuse this graut, is that he has been unable in the past to cut down 
police expenditure. The obvious reply is that the Council found that 
police expenditure could not be cut down, hut apart from that, if he 
will take back his mind he will probably remember that last year in 
introducing the police budget, I showed that Rs. G lakhs was the 
inevitable demand on account of the rise in the time-scale of salaries. 
We sanctioned certain salaries, and unless we cut down these salaries 
the increase must go on year after year until the time when an equili- 
brium in the time-scales is reached, but putting aside this Rs. 6 lakhs 
1 our budget this year amounts to Rs. 9 lakhs less than last year. 
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Coming to the objection of Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy, I will try to 
explain first of all why the municipality object to the mounted police 
gjables in Wellesley Place, whereas they do not object to the Govern- 
ment House stables. The Government House stables are built for stables 
and there are within that courtyard proper arrange me n.s for stalls 
refuse, and the whole paraphernalia. This will also be the case at Fen* 
wide Razar, therefore the Corporation have no objection to properly built 
stables in Fenwick Bazar. In the case of the mounted jfclice stables in 
Wellesley Place, the stable refuse is put on the streets, and that is what 
the Corporation strongly object to. The Corporation have been very 
forbearing with Government on the subject ; they have been mildly press- 
ing it on our notice that this is insanitary, for the last three years, and 
Government’s conscience has pricked them, and we feel that we are 
bound to do something. For the last two years I have Wen trying to 
work out a scheme for these stables. Many schemes have been prepared 
and have .had to be rejected as expensive or unsuitable, but this parti- 
cular scheme in Ripon Street was prepared by Sir Reginald Clarke before 
h> left, and we inspected the place and came to the conclusion that 
though expensive it was the only place that would suit us. Since 
Sir Reginald Clarke has left the whole scheme has been again gone into 
by the present Commissioner, Mr. Tegart, and we have worked out a 
much more economical plan involving the transfer of the Public Vehicles 
Department to Ballygunge, where land is already in the possession of 
Government. This will enable the Motor Registration Office to be 
moved out of the Fenwick Bazar thana which is not a suitable place for 
registration. Nobody wants a place of that sort in the heart of the 
city, and we think the new scheme is going to be not only economical, 
but most suitable. We are going to take the Motor Vehicles Depart- 
ment out of Fenwick Bazar, we shall have Fenwick Bazar free and we 
are going to build our stables there. 

If we dispose of the stables at Wellesley Place for something like 
Rs. 1,85,000 and if we add to this the saving of rents now paid for 
quarters and stables, the new stables which we are going to construct at 
Fenwick Bazar will only cost a little over half a lakh and that, I think, 
is a commercially sound proposition. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the cost of the building at Ballygunge for 
the Public Vehicles Department, this includes the Motor Branch as well 
as the Hackney Carriage Branch. The Motor Registration Office is at 
present housed in Fenwick Bazar and the Hackney Carriage Branch in a 
hired house, two miles away from the Motor Registration Office at Fen- 
wick Bazar. The result is that the superintending officers have to spend 
a good deal of their time between the two. If we get them together in 
one place, we should be able to reduce our staff by 7, 8, or 10 officers, 
and we should also be able to save the rent at present paid for quarters. 
We shall also have a very much better public vehicles service than we 
have got at the present time. f 
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The question of the Rs. 5f lakhs for the Public Vahicles Department 
building is not at present before the House and when it comes up, I 
propose to include that in the general scheme for police buildings, anck 
when I do that I hope I shall be able to show to the House that the loan 
as a whole is a financially sound proposition. As regards what I am 
asking for at present, I think the Council will agree that we must meet 
the Corporation, and if we can do so and provide really suitable stables 
for a sum of ofbr half a lakh, it is well worth doing. We cannot dis- 
pose of the stables until we remove our mounted police to some other 
place, and the, stables at Wellesley Place are unsuitable. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I ask whether this House 
which is going to be built is going to be included in the general list of 
police buildings towards the construction of which a loan is going to he 
floated ? 

Tho Hon’ We Mr, H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: Yes, it is one which will 
form part of the police housing scheme, but this we propose to go on 
with at once. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Surely, this has got to be 

built up at once. If it is not so done, then the Corporation will be 
obliged to prosecute the Government. But the question is, even if it 
is hulif now, will this be included in the loan p >r p dice buildings to be 
built hereafter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: I should like to consider it 
further, but I think it might well be included in the loan. For the pre- 
sent purpose UvS we want the money at once, 1 would ask the Council to 
vote the sum. 

The motions of Mr. Bijovprosad Singh Roy and Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur were then put and lost. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I move that the 
demand of Rs. 75,000 under the head “ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 14 ” 
be refused. 

I notice that this is necessary for building purposes. So, the savings 
which have been effected are going to be spent on buildings — for whose 
benefit? It is for the private quarters of two officials of the Police 
Department. The two officers have managed to live all these years 
without Government buildings. My submission is that if they could 
stay for all these years without being housed in a Government building, 
they can stay for a short time more; and this money can be spent on 
othfer purposes, viz., in driving away malaria and kala-azar. It is for 
the Council to consider this suggestion of mine. 

R«i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In spite of the observa- 
tions made by the Hon’ble the Member in charge in reply to my last 
^notion I am going to move this motion very much ou the same grounds 
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AS the previous one. The Hon’ble Member said that the Government 
^ulcPnot give<effect to the recommendations of 'file Retrenchment 
Committee because some of their recommendations hvere based on 
wrong information. Was that the reason why one quarter of them 
could not bo accepted? Strange indeed! Further, it is said that in 
connection with the last budget that they actually made retrench- 
ments of about Rs. 9 lakhs, of which Rs. 6 lakhs related to prospective 
expenditure. That may be the case but that is not the point. The 
question is not how far you are going to retrench your possible or 
prospective police expenditure, but how far you are going to reduce the 
present scale of expenditure in the Police Department, from which 
the Retrenchment Committee recommended a reduction of Rs. 36 lakhs. 

Then, I would have been very glad if the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee Report contained a recommendation about the buildings proposed 
in this demand. On the contrary 1 find that not only the Retrench- 
ment Committee recommended no such thing but that this demand is 
brought forward simply because no effect is to be given to their 
recommendations. The Retrenchment Committee recommended that 
Government should abolish all posts of Additional Superintendents of 
Police except those for Mymensingh and two other big districts, but 
I see that a building is going to be provided for the Additional Super- 
intendent of Police at Asansol at a cost of Rs. 37,500. It is a direct 
negation of the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee. 

Then, Sir, this motion includes another item. Tt is going to pro- 
vide for a building for the Superintendent of Police, Nadia, on the 
ground that no private buildings are available at Krishnagar for the 
accommodation of the Superintendent of Police. How did the Superin- 
tendent of Police continue so long there is the question. Whatever 
may be the impression of the Government, we are informed by people 
who know much of Krishnagar that many buildings are available 
there on hire. So, I think that there is no urgent necessity for this 
demand. 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Satish Chan- 
dra Mukharji was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 75,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Work* 
— Scheme 14 ’ be reduced by Rs. 35,000." 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: I cannot bring my- 
self to support the Government in this demand for Rs. 75,000. It has 
just been mentioned to us that the Government is going to float a 
large loan for police buildings. Now for each of the houses it will 
cost Rs. 37,500 and the interests at 7 per cent, on that will be about 
Rs. 2,400 a year. That a good house cannot be had at Asansol or 
at Krishnagar for Rs. 200 a month I cannot believe. I suppose that 
one of the finest houses in Asansol can be had for Re. 200 a month 



and similarly in Krishnagar I do not know whether there is any hpjise, 
however fine it may he, for which the rent is Rs. 200 k month. There* 
fore, as a matter of business proposition, I would hipnbly suggest that 
instead of spending this money on building houses, Government should 
do well to rent houses. 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI : As my friend has spoken about the 
Superintendent of Police’s bouse at Krisbnagar, I would like to say 
a few words. I am a representative of that district and I have myself 
recommended to Government that the house wa9 in a very bad concJK 
tion and I do not understand why the members of this Council are 
against repairs being made to that building. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHUR1 ; The demand is for a new 

house. 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: Practically it is a new building, the 
present one being absolutely in a very had condition. I«have seen 
the house myself personally and I recommend that the sum be voted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : The main objection to this 
grant that has been brought forward is that these officers have managed 
all this time without houses and that therefore they can go on a little 
longer. The answer to that is that at Krisbnagar the house in which 
the Superintendent of Police used to live, which, the last speaker has 
shown, is an impossible house, was recently sold by the owner to a 
man who proposes to live there himself. There is therefore no house 
for the Superintendent of Police at Krisbnagar and the Maharaja of 
Nadia was one of those who strongly pressed upon Government the 
necessity of building a house at Krisbnagar in the interests of the 
district itself. The present position of Government is that when we 
post a man to a station, and tell him to go there he replies, “ where 
am I to live? ” Government say — “ We do not know.” If they send 
a man to a station where there are no houses and where it is impos- 
sible to hire one, Government are bound to provide him with a house. 
They are not going to provide him free; he has got to pay the rent. 
So much for Krisbnagar. The Maharaja of Nadia himself said that 
he would be here to explain to the Council the necessity for the house 
but I am sorry that he is not. 

Then, Sir, as regards Asansol, I have not got the Retrenchment 
Committee’s proposal by me, but I think that we should have no diffi- 
culty whatever in showing that the Retrenchment Committee when 
they recommended that the Additional Superintendents of Police 
should no longer be employed wot© not thinking of Asansol. The 
Additional Superintendent of Police at Asansol is in an entirely diffe- 
rent position from the Additional Superintendent of any other district. 
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A$a»sol is practically a separate district of its own} *th* Ad<fitional 
Superintendent 6f Police attached to Asansol has to loo Jk <after the 
collieries ai\d is entirely responsible foi the sulwlivision. I am informed 
that the Indian Iron & Steel Co. expect to import a new population 
of mo less than 40,000 workmen in and around Asansol. I think that 
there is no likelihood of the Council recommending the abolition of the 
Additional Superintendent of Police at Asansol. He is there now and 
has no house of his own. In the case of the Superintendent 'of Police 
at Asansol, it is most undesirable that he should either have to depend 
Upon the favour of the railway or upon the favour of a colliery. He 
is in a place where he ought undoubtedly to be in an entirely inde- 
pendent position. In Asansol a house can only be got not by a 
commercial transaction but by a deliberate favour of either a colliery 
manager or a railway official. Government naturally feel that that 
is a position in which the Superintendent ought not to be placed. As 
has been shown at the time the note was written, the Superintendent 
of Police was living in the Armed Inspector’s quarters. He has 
moved now I think to the Circuit House for a short time but in October 
he will have to come back to the Aimed Inspector’s quarters. That 
Is liot a position in which Government ought to put a responsible 
officer. Therefore I ask the House to 1 eject this motion. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: I strongly 
support the demand made by the Hon ’ble Member for building a 
house for the Superintendent of Police at Krishnagar. As a matter of 
fact the Superintendent of Police is in very great difficulty and it is 
highly desirable that he should get a house. In almost all other dis- 
tricts, the Superintendent of Police has got a house. The District 
Magistrate has got a house; so also the District Judge. The Superin- 
tendent of Police at Krishnagar has not got one and we cannot expect 
him to go and live in the bazar. At the present moment he is living 
in the Circuit House, but if any first class officer were to visit Krisbna- 
gar, he being a second class officer will have to vacate it immediately. 
We cannot possibly ask him to go and live under a tree. So, I think 
that this Council will vote his grant. 

The motion of Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur was then put 
and lost. 

The members being absent the following motions standing in their 
names were deemed to be withdrawn : — 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 60,600 under the bead ‘ 41. — Civil Work — Scheme 15 * be reduced 
by 10,000.” 

Mr. BIJOYPROBAD 8INCH ROY: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 60,600 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works— Scheme 15 ’ be reduced 
by Rs. 10,000 ” 
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Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY and Rai LALIT MOHAN 8IMCH 
ROY Bahadur: “ That the demand of Rs. 39,4 79 hinder the head 
1 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 18 9 be* refused.” 

The following motion standing in the name of Rai Mahendra Chan- 
dra Mitra Bahadur was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 38,479 under the head ‘ 41. — Givil Works 
— Scheme 18 9 be reduced by Rs. 18,479.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK. I move that the demand for 
Rs. 6,38,616 under the head “ 41. — Civil Works ” be reduced by Re. 1. 

The obvious reason for saying that the demand be reduced by a 
rupee is this: 1 wanted to make indictments against the Public Work® 
Department wholesale. As this is almost the last day of the Council, 

I refrain from doing so. Moreover there is another difficulty. Moat 
of the informations which I have got have been obtained through semi- 
official source and from confidential private source. Therefore, I am not 
entitled to use them. I wish to put questions if I happen to come 
back again next year and make them the basis of my indictments 
against the Public Works one after the other. I deeply regret that 
being in this unfortunate jwsition I cannot honestly use the informa-,, 
tion which I have got, some through semi-official source and some 
through correspondence which is very largely confidential, and I have 
got to refrain from doing so to-day. Therefore, I only formally move 
this amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mf. PRE8IDENT: The question is that a sum of Rs. 6,38,616 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 41. — Civil Works.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Expenditure in England. 

the Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I move that a sum of Rs. 1,900 be* 
granted under the head “ Expenditure in England ” on account of 
deputation of a Special Officer in England in 'connection with the 
British Empire Exhibition. 

This is the provision for the pay of the Special Officer for a portion 
of January and February. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of the fate of 

motion No. 3o, I beg simply to move formally the motion that stands 
in my name : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,900 under the head * Expenditure in 
England — Deputation of a Special Officer in connection with the British 
Empire Exhibition ’ be refused.” * 
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Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: It is a question of principle 
cm which I ask the Council to refuse this demand. The reasons are 
substantially the same as those advanced by me in connection with 
another resolution. I have only to add that it would be absolutely 
inconsistent with our self-respect to participate in any way in the 
British Empire Exhibition. Some of my European colleagues have 
raised the question of the dignity of this Council. To me it appears 
that it is not a question of dignity but of self-respect. In this connec- 
tion I desire to remove a possible misapprehension. It is not my inten- 
tion to cast any doubt on the capacity of character of the officer whose 
name is associated with this demand. Mr. .7. M. Mitra is an old and 
intimate friend of mine. But public duty stands higher than private 
friendship and in the interests of the country I feel bound to advocate 
* a step which may involve some loss to Mr. Mitra. Whose Empire is 
it that we are asked to help and support? Does the Empire belong to 
us or do wp Wong to the Empire in the same way as a human cattle 
* farm belongs to its owner? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We discussed all that extremely fully except 
human cattle farm. That is the new point which you have 
introduced. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I would only take two 
minutes. The cup of our humiliation is full to the brim, and the time 
has come when we should stand up like men. I know that my words 
will fall on deaf ears so far as the majority of this Council is concerned. 
Still I feel it my duty to tell all whom it may concern that the people 
„ of this country desire to have neither part nor lot in an oiganizatioft 
which is helpful to the perpetuation of their position of economic 
dependence and political subjection. 

V-' Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: When I sent in this motion 
I wanted to now who this lucky officer was that was going to be «At. 

^ Since then I have come to know his name and I only congratulate him. 

He is a very good friend of mine. 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: I do not suppose that the Council really 
Vifih that I should inflict myself upon them again and repeat a good 
deal of what I have said in spite of the fact that Dr, Pramathanath 
Banerjea insists upon moving this motion and speaking to it. This is 
part of the general scheme that an officer should go to England. We 
cannot trust to, honorary workers there because we cannot control hono- 
rary workers and we cannot expect them to spend the whole day in 
Wembly* We have in fact a considerable number of honorary workers 
and they null help to relieve Mr. Mitra and help to reduce The expense 
of this province in connection with the Exhibition, but we must have a 
one whole-time officer there to see to the work. Everybody is agreed 

22 
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that Mr. Mitra is a most excellent selection. Dr. feanerjea will n 
donbt be relieved to know that it is a Bengali officer we are selecting 

The motion of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri was then put and lot 
The motion of Babn Surendra Nath Mallik was also pnt and lost. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Donald's motion was then pnt and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: I move that a sum of Rs. 4,820 1 
granted for expenditure under the head “ Expenditure in England. 

This sum is required in connection with the stores for the Tropic* 
School of Medicine. We had taken this sum out of the Medical Budg< 
but omitted to put it in the High Commisisoner’s Budget, the prop* 
Budget Head. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till ft r.M. on Monday, tl 
•20th August, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, tho 20th August, 1923, at 3 P.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble the Nawab 
Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, being absent), and 93 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 


Process-serving Department of Calcutta Police Court. 

•Lll. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government of Bengal have framed any rule under 
section 86 of the Criminal Procedure Code for the service of 
processes issued from the Calcutta Police Court? If so, will 
the Government be pleased to lay a copy of the Rules on the 
table; 

(«) whether all the processes issued from the Calcutta Police Court 
are served only by the Police officers (literate constables) 
attached to the lock-ups of the said courts; 

(in) what control does the Chief Presidency Magistrate exercise over 
the Process-serving Department; 

(iv) whether the serving officers do not, as a rule, go out till the “ jail 

vans ” leave the precincts of the police courts at about 6 or 
7 p.m. and that the processes are served at night; 

(v) whether considerable difficulty is felt by the litigants in the 

matter of the serving of processes on parties who cannot be 
found except during business hours (10 A.u. to 5 p.m.); 

22a 
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(vi) whether the Government contemplate instituting any inquiry to 

ascertain whether any corruption prevails in the process- 
serving department ; and 

(vii) whether the serving officers compel the litigants to engage 

either hackney carriages or motor cars for them? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): (?) The answer is in the negative. 

(w) No. The bulk of the processes in police cases and warrants are 
served by police officers attached to thanas. The balance (being mainly 
processes in complaint cases) are served by the Court Police staff, some 
members of which are attached to the lock-up and some not. 

All processes against Europeans, Anglo-Indians and foreign Asiatics 
are served by European Sergeants. 

(hi) He inspected the Registers on 23rd June last. The 3rd Magis- 
trate at Bankshnll Street and 2nd Magistrate at Jorabagan are in charge 
of the process departments. The Chief Presidency Magistrate exercises 
also control through watching records which come daily before him. 

(iv) Serving officers are not necessarily detained till the departure of 
the jail vans. < Mi account of the work involved in the preparation of pro- 
cesses, they are usually signed by the Magistrates in the afternoon and 
served after 5 r.M. In the case of witnesses not likely to be found in the 
evening, the processes are served early on the following day. In urgent 
cases processes are served immediately. 

(v) In cases where witnesses cannot be found except during business 
hours processes are served during those hours. 

(vi) The answer is in the negative. 

(vii) No complaint of any such case has been made to the Chief Presi- 
. dency Magistrate. 


Mr. Griffiths and eradication <rf water hyacinth. 

•LI II. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that only two members of the Water Hyacinth Com- 
mittee under the presidency of Sir Jagadis Bose supported the recent 
remedy of one Mr. Griffiths? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is in ' 
the contemplation of the Government to employ Mr. Griffiths in the work 
of destroying water hyacinth P 

(c) If so, what is the amount that will have to be paid to him? 
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(d) Is it a facli that Mr. Griffiths will be brought over from South 
Africa, and, if so, what will be the expense P 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state that if 
Mr. Griffiths is employed, from which fund the amounf for his travelling: 
(if any) and his pay will be met? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
tion of the Bengal Legislative Council has been, or will be, obtained for 
the amount? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the public feeling in the 
matter P 

( h ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government are proposing to take in the matter? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRICUL* 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. T. Donovan): (a) The member is 
referred to the Report of the Water Hyacinth Committee and its appen- 
dices from which it will appear that while the President, Sir Jagadis 
Chandra Bose, together with Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur, 
Dr. Khambata, Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartti, and Khan Bahadur 
Hemayetuddin Ahmed were opposed to the utilisation of Mr. Griffiths’ 
spray, Messrs. Evans, McLean, Goddeu, Rai S. N. Banerjee Bahadur 
and Dr. Sufi were satisfied about the efficacy of the spray, and the other 
members’ opinions are not recorded. 

(b) Government have taken steps to communicate with Mr. Griffiths 
to ascertain the terms on which he would l)e prepared to undertake an 
extensive demonstration of the efficacy of his spray, and until the estim- 
ated cost of such experiments is known Government cannot decide 
whether Mr. Griffiths should be employed or his spray be utilized for the 
purpose of the destruction of the water hyacinth. 

(c) Government have come to no decision as to the amount which 
will be paid to Mr. Griffiths since they have not decided to employ 
Mr. Griffiths. 

(d) If it were decided to employ Mr. Griffiths it would be necessary to 
bring him to India from wherever he happened to be, and the cost of his 
passage would presumably have to be paid. 

(e) The only funds from which Mr. Griffiths' travelling and pay could 
be met, if he were employed, would be funds voted by the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council for this purpose. 

(/) The sanction of the Bengal Legislative Council has not been 
obtained for any expenditure for this purpose. It would be necessary to 
obtain such sanction before any expenditure could be incurred. 

( g ) The Minister is aware of certain articles which have appeared in 
certain papers and periodicals in connection with this matter. 
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(ft) Government propose to take the steps which are indicated in resolu- 
tion No. 41-T.A.I. of lpth April, 1923, Department of Agriculture and 
Industries, and Government are seeking information from other Govern- 
ments in India and elsewhere with a view to deciding upon the further 
steps which should be taken to combat the water hyacinth. They are also 
in communication with Mr. Griffiths with a view to finding out the mini- 
mum cost for which a further and more complete demonstration of his 
spray might be carried out. 


8eptic tanks’ discharge in the Hooghly. 

•LIV. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the report of the Health Officer of the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta on the results of his examination of some samples of water 
at the points where the septic tanks discharge their effluents into the river 
and the Khardah Kknl? 

(b) Will the Hon 'hie the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government came to know of the state of things as elicited in the said 
report before the publication of the report of the Health Officer of the 
Corporation of Calcutta? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how and 
from what sources the state of things came to the knowledge of the 
Government? 

(d) Did the Public Health Department of the Government admit any 
report regarding the same? 

(c) If so, when did that Department admit the report? 

(0 Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether he has 
received any report from Dr. Bentley regarding the septic tanks on the 
river Hooghly? 

( t g) If so, when was that report received ? 

(ft) If the report has been received, will the Hon’ble the Minister be 
pleased to state when the special officer deputed to examine the condition 
of the septic tanks and the effluents therefrom finished his report and 
when it was submitted to the Government? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The reports of the Special Inspector of Septic Tanks and the 
Director of the Public Health Laboratory are received at regular intervals, 
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and the remits are communicated to the Chief Inspector oi Factories for 
necessary action ? 

(d) and ( e ) The questions are not understood, 

(/) and (0) The comprehensive report on the whole subject which 
Dr. Bentley is preparing has not yet been received by Government, but a 
number of special reports on the septic tanks on the river Hooghly have 
been submitted to Government from time to time, viz., in July and 
August, 1922, and in February and March, 1923. 

(h) The question does not arise. 


Political prisoners now in Jails. 

*LV. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYl (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 
be pleased to state — 

(i) how many Bengali prisoners are still in jail who were convicted 
under section 124 A or 157 A of the Indian Penal Code or for 
infringing the provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
or the Seditious Meetings Act; 

(it) whether they are all being kept in Bengal; 

(tit) how many of them are students ; 

(it?) how many of them are at present seriously ill; and 

(r) how many of them died in jail during the last 3 years P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
invalid prisoners are removed to jails, which are situated on hills or at a 
bealthy place, for the benefit of a change, when required? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps are 
taken to enable the student prisoners to prosecute their studies while in 
jail? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
prisoners are allowed to take their respective habitual physical exercise? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the Government are contemplating releasing them in the near 
future, having regard to the present political situation of the country? 

! 

MEMBER in ohargp of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8tephen«on): (a) (t) There are 15 such prisoners 
in jail. 

(it) Yes. 

(iii) Two. 
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(it?) None. + ^ , 

( v ) Two. One died in March, ]$22, ^ Myipe^inglf alter taro days' 
illness from dysentry complicated with pyelo nephritis " the other died 
in April, 1922, in Midnapore after two days’ illness from peritonitis. 

(b) No such occasion has arisen. 

(r) None. 

(d) Yes; according to rules laid down in the Jail Code. 

(e) Since the pronouncement made in the November session of the 
Legislative Council the Government have considered the cases of all 
prisoners in jail and have released a certain number. They do not con- 
template releasing any more at present. 


Establishment of a dispensary at Mirzapore in Tangail. 

*LVI. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY : (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment aware that the want of a dispensary is very keenly felt at Mirzapore 
in the subdivision of Tangail and that the District Board is willing to 
build a dispensary there, provided that Its. 5,000 is contributed towards 
the cost? 

(b) Is it a fact that the headquarters of the most outlying thana in this 
subdivision are eighteen miles from the headquarters at Tangail? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter and providing the said amount or a good portion 
of it in order to remove a long-felt want? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Government 

have no information. 

(b) Judging from the map, the question appears to be an under- 
statement. 

(c) It is for the District Board to take the initiative in this matter. 
Government— as their circular of June, 1922, indicated — are most anxious 
to encourage the extension of medical relief in rural areas, but the allot- 
ment made to give effect to their scheme, had to be greatly curtailed. The 
sum available has been all distributed and Government are at present, 
unable to assist in establishing a dispensary’ at Mirzapore. 


Bhaukidari Assessment. 

+LVII. Rei LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state what amount is annually spent in maintaining cbaukidarsP 

i 
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(6) Is the HoaiT)le the Member aware that the Union irate falls very 
heavily in most qf the Ullages upon th$ poorer classes of people and that 
consequently it has become“Titipopular ? 1 x 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reducing the 
maximum charges by one-third and of exempting the poorer cultivators 
who do not earn more than twelve annas a day ? 


MEMBER in chvge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte 
Mr. H. L. 8tephen90n): (n) About Rs. 57,00,000. Reference is invited 
to statement H of the annual report on the Bengal Police. 

(b) Government are aware that taxation is not popular. The assess- 
ment is made by the village panchayats. 

(c) No. The maximum assessment was recently raised by the Bengal 
Tillage Chaukidari (Amendment) Act, 1922. The ease of poorer culti- 
vators is met by the provision that all persons who, in the opinion of the 
panchayat, are too poor to pay half an anna a month are altogether exempt 
from assessment. 


Chlorine for sterilization of septic tanks in riparian tracts. 

*LVIII, Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Ijoeal Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is tine that the main authorities in the 
riparian tracts of the district of Howrah and Hooghly do not use sufficient 
amount of chlorine in their septic tanks? 

( b ) Is it true that the Health Officer of the Calcutta Corporation has 
submitted a report on this subject to the Government? 

(c) If so, what action are the Government taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) In a certain 
proportion of cases the amount of chlorine actually used is not sufficient 
for purposes of sterilization, the reason being that the chloride of lime 
used in many cases does not contain a sufficient percentage of chlorine, 
and in other cases the mode of application is defective. 

A new set of rules is being framed to deal with septic tank installations. 

(b) The Calcutta Health Officer submitted a report to the Corpora- 
tion — not to Government. 

(c) A reference is invited to the reply given at this meeting to 
ftnstarred question No. 126 put by Babu Jogendra Nath Roy. 
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Government Bill relating to Caleutta University. 

•LIX. Or. PfKAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state— , 

(i) whether it is a fact that on or about the 27th October, 1922, the 
Hon’ble the Minister forwarded to the Hon’ble Sir Asutosh 
Mukharji, then Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University, a 
copy of a Bill prepared by the Government for the reform of 
the University in order to obtain his personal views; 

(it) whether the Hon’ble the Minister is prepared to lay on the table 
the correspondence that passed between the local Government 
and Sir Asutosh Mukharji on the subject; 

(in) whether it is a fact that while a copy of the Bill was forwarded 
to Sir Asutosh Mukharji on or about the 27th October, 1922, 
the Government officially wrote to the University on the 13th 
January, 1923, declining practically to take the Senate into 
its confidence by supplying it with a copy of the Bill; 

(tv) whether it is a fact that the Bill subsequently underwent certain 
modifications and was submitted to the Governor-General for 
sanction to introduce it into the Bengal Legislative Council; 

(v) whether it is a fact that the Governor-General has refused to 
accord his sanction to the Bill P If not, will the Government 
state how the situation exactly stands; 

(vt) whether the Government are prepared to lay on the table the 
correspondence between the Government of India and the 
Government of Bengal on the subject; 

(rii) whether the Government are prepared to place on the table a 
copy of the first draft as forwarded to Sir Asutosh Mukharji on 
or about the 27th October, 1922, as also a copy of the revised 
draft which was submitted to the Governor-General for sanc- 
tion ; 

(mi) whether it is a fact that the Government of Assam has opposed 
the introduction of the Bill; and 

(ijr) whether the Government are prepared to lay on the table the 
correspondence that has passed between the Government of 
Bengal and the Government of Assam on the subject? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hofl’bto Mr. P. C. Mittor): (i) As stated in the question a copy of the 
Bill was sent confidentially to the Hon’ble Sir Asutosh Mukharji. 

(it) The correspondence cannot be laid on the table as it is confidential 
and also because it is the practice to treat all papers relating to a Bill aa 
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confidential untjj it is introduced irf the Council or published in the 
Calcutta Gazette under rule 18 of the -Bengal Legislative Council Kules, 
1920. 

(iii) It is not correct to say that the Government have refused to take 
the Senate into their confidence. The Government informed the Uni- 
versity in their letter of January 13th that they would consider whethor 
and at what stage the Senate would be consulted regarding the terms of 
the Bill which was at that time under the consideration of Government. 
The Vice-Chancellor was authorised to show to the members of the Senate 
confidentially the draft Bill which had been sent to him and to obtain 
their views upon it. A Committee of the Senate was appointed to consider 
the Bill and their views were forwarded to Government at the beginning 
of February. 

(ir) Yes. 

(r) No. The Bill is still under the consideration of the Government of 
India. 

(vi) Government are not at liberty to disclose correspondence between 
themselveN and the Government of India. 

(n’t) For reasons stated in answer to sub-clause (it), the answer is in 
the negative. 

(rm) Yes. 

(t» The Government of Assam did not write directly to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal opposing the introduction of the Bill. 


Malaria and kala-azar in Netrakona. 

*LX. Mr. 8. M. B08E: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Local Self-Government aware of the widespread out- 
break of malaria in a virulent form in various parts of the Netrakona sub- 
division in Mymensingh? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that cases of kala-azar are also occurring in these places? 

(c) If so, what steps are the Public Health Department taking in the 
matter ? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government are taking or are going to take to check the spread of malaria 
and kala-azar in the subdivision? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that sometimes quinine is not 
available in sufficient quantities at some of the post-offices in the sub- 
division ? 

(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to arrange for a regular supply of quinine at all the post-offices in the 
aubdivision ? 



336 QUESTIONS. i2bm Ato. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA HATH BANERiJEAs<(<t) and ( b ) The 

answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) and ( d ) Dr. Roy, Assistant Director -of Public Health, Dacca 
Circle, was deputed to investigate and report. A copy of his report, dated 
the 20th July, 1923, is laid on the Library table. The action taken by 
the District Board appears to have been adequate. As regards kala-azar, 
the District Board is reported to have decided to train six permanent 
medical officers for such work. 

(e) and (/) A shortage of quinine in some of the post-offices in the 
Netrakona subdivision was reported tc the Director of Public Health. He 
took immediate action to have the permanent advances of quinine in those 
post-offices doubled and also replenished as quickly and as often as 
required. 

Persons domiciled abroad but residing in Bengal, and companies 
incorporated abroad but oarrying on business in Bengal. 

*LXI. Mr. 8. M, BOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of Revenue (Immigration) be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of persons domiciled in the colonies of Great Britain, 
and residing in Bengal; 

(n) the number of such persons holding services under the Govern- 
ment of India and the Government of Bengal; and 
(ni) the number of such persons, who are not under Government 
employment? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many com- 
panies incorporated in the colonies for — 

(1) insurance; and 

(2) for other business, 

are carrying on business in Bengal? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
Government buildings in Bengal are insured, and, if so, how many, and 
with which colonial companies? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [IMMIGRA- 
TION] (the Honfble 8ir Abd*uf- Rahim): (a) (i) One thousand and three 
hundred. 

(tt) The information in so far as Bengal is concerned is being 
collected. 

(iti) The information is not available. 

(b) (1) Twenty, 

(2) Nine. 

*' (c) Government buildings are not insured. 
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# Girls (i) * * * * * * * 9 School Teachers 9 Association. 

axil. Rai FANINDBALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether the Director of Public Instruction received a deputation of the 
Girls’ School Teachers’ Association, Dacca Circle, in July last? 

(b) If so, what were the grievances of the said Association in connec- 
tion with female education in the Province mentioned by that deputation 
and what answers were given to them? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing the 
grievances of the girls’ school teachers with regard to — 

(t) pay and provident fund; 

( ii ) salary and stipend of the mistresses during the training period ; 
and 

(ttV) special text-books for the girls’ schools? 

(d) If so, what steps are the Government proposing to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

( b ), (r) and (d) A statement of the points dealt with by the deputation 
is laid on the table. All these points which include those specified in the 
question are now before Government. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. LX 1 1 (b), (r) 
and (d) showing the points that were touched upon hy the deputation 
of the Girls' School Teachers' Association which waited on the 
Director of Public Instruction , Bengal , on 6th July , 1623. 

(i) That the teachers in girls’ schools were worse paid than those 

in boys* schools; they should receive better pay and that a 
provident fund should be established; 

(ii) that hostels and teachers’ quarters should be attached to all girls’ 

schools, even apparently to primary girls’ schools in villages; 

(?i7) that the text-books in use in girls’ schools are not satisfactory; 
that there should be either special text-book committees to 
deal with girls’ schools or that teachers of girls’ schools 
should be represented specifically on the existing text-book 
committees, if possible by women; 

(it?) that the present system of holding scholarship examination is 

not satisfactory; that examinations should be conducted by 

means of set papers and be for the award not only of scholar- 

ships, but also of certificates ; * 
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(?;) that local authorities should provide specially iar-marked funds 
for girls’ schools ; 

(vi) that women teachers under training should receive their pay 

while away at the training classes in the same way as male 
teachers do; 

(vii) that on the Board or Boards of secondary education, teachers of 

girls' schools should be fully represented, if possible by 
women ; 


(viii) that practical training in house work as also careful training 
in hygiene should be made a compulsory subject in all girls* 
schools, even apparently in primary girls' schools: the cost 
of this provision should be imposed by law on the local edu- 
cation authorities; 


(t*) that the women school inspecting staff and the stafEs of Govern- 
ment schools should be recruited from the teachers of aided 
schools. 


Contributions to than* and union hospitals. 

♦LX I II. Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(j) whether a circular was issued from the department in September 
last to the effect that the Government would contribute 
Rs. 500 to every thana hospital and Rs. 250 to every union 
hospital; and 

(u) whether that grant is being regularly paid in full to every 
hospital in accordance with the circular? 

(b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
making a provision in the next budget? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (t), (it*) and 
(b) The circular was issued in June, 1922. A provision of Rs. 1,50,000 
was made for this scheme in the supplementary estimates of August, 
1922, but financial stringency intervened and the provision was reduced 
to Rs. 15,000. This amount has been distributed to the several district 
boards which applied for grants according to the terms of the circular. 
This provision was repeated in the current year's budget and will 
again be included in the estimates for 1924-25. The Minister attaches 
great importance to this scheme and is anxious to expand its scope, but 
this must depend on the position of the provincial finances. 
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•LXIV. Rti FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
the Member in charge of the Folice Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the strength of the mounted police force both European and 
Indian in Calcutta; 

(it) the nature of their duties; and 

(in) how many of them are daily called for duty? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
possible to utilise their services for controlling traffic instead of it being 
done by ordinary police P 

(c) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of formu- 
lating a plan to this effect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) (i) One Inspector, one 
sub-inspector, ten sergeants, five head constables and forty-eight sowars. 

(it) Patrol duty in north and south Calcutta, traffic duty, control of 
crowds on the maidan and elsewhere, control of crowds at all important 
festivals. 

(m) In normal times all officers and men do duty twice daily, morn- 
ing and evening. 

( b ) The mounted police are employed at present in controlling traffic 
in addition to foot traffic police. The services of both are required. 

(c) This does not arise. 


Examination for recruitment to oertain eervioea. 

•LXV. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 
(») the number of nominated candidates; 

(it) the number of vacancies in each of the services for which the 
examination was held in December last; 

(Hi) how many appointments have actually been made on the result 
of this examination for each of these services; 

(iv) what is the constitution of the Selection Committee for the 
examination, and 

(v) whether the members receive any remuneration for their 
services on the Committee, if so, how much? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state— 

(i) the principle on which the Selection Committee nominated the 
candidates for the last examination ; 
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(ii) what were the qualifications of each of the nominated canc 
dates ; and 

(in) what were the reasons for the nomination of those candidatef 

(c) Is it a fact that a certain number of candidates were reject* 
at the outset, that some were rejected after an interview, and tin 
some were nominated without any interview? 

(d) Is it a fact that candidates with honours and distinctions ha^ 
been refused while those of ordinary career have been nominated? 

*> 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (th 
Hon’ble Mr, H. L. 8tephenson): (a) (i) Two hundred for the combine 
examinations for the services enumerated below. 

(it) Forty-nine posts were originally advertised, of which 8 wer 
in the Bengal Civil Service, 40 were in the Subordinate Civil Servic 
and one was in the Bengal Excise Service. This number was subse 
quently reduced .owing to financial stringency. 

(Hi) Twenty-seven appointments were made, of which 8 were ii 
the Bengal Civil Service and 19 in the Subordinate Civil Service. 

(iv) The Selection Committee consisted of six members, 3 official 
and 3 non-officials nominated by Government. The non-official member 
represented the main communal interests affected. 

(r) No; but travelling allowance was admissible for journeys ii 
connection with meetings of the Committee. 

(b) (i) The Selection Committee was instructed to select those wh( 
were suited to become Government servants, bearing in mind thai 
not only intellectual but other personal qualities are necessary in the 
public service. Subject to the proviso that not less than one-third oi 
4he selected candidates should be Muhammadans and not less than 
one-sixth either Anglo-Indians or members of the depressed classes, 
the Committee was directed to exclude such considerations as the 
politics of the candidate’s relations, family status and caste. The selec- 
tions were made in accordance with these instructions. 

(it) The necessary qualifications were detailed in rule 12 of the 
rules published in connection with the examination. All those selected 
fulfilled these conditions. 

(Hi) They werp considered by the Selection Committee the most 
suitable candidates under the instructions referred to in (b) (t) above. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes. The Selection Committee could not have carried out their 
Vnstructiens without doing this. 
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Jute forecast. 

*LXVI. Bafeu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: (a) flag the attention! 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture 
and Industries drawn to the following passage in the Preliminary Fore- 
cast of the Jute Crop, 1923 : — 

“ In consultation with the Director of Agriculture in Bihar and 
the respective District Magistrates in Bengal, the original primates- 
for Bengal and for Bihar and Orissa were raised by 10 i*»r cent, which 
increment is included in the above figures 99 ? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware that the price of jute in 
the whole world is affected considerably by the forecast as soon as 
it is first published P 

(c) Is the Hon’blc the Minister aware that on the 10th July, 1923 r 
when the Preliminary Forecast of the Jute Crop, 1923, was first pub- 
lished in Calcutta this your, the district figures aggregating to 
2,297,520 acres were announced as in the former years, without any 
indication being given that the District Bet urns had been increased 
by 10 per cent. P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that as a result of the acre- 
age under jute announced on the 10th July, 1923, without the indica- 
tion mentioned in (c) the rate for first grade assortments went down 
from about Bs. GO per bale to al>mit Br. 53 per bole, and correspond- 
ingly for the other grades of jute, and that in consequence thereof 
Bengal has lost lakhs of rupees by reason of sales to foreign countries 
having been effected at the lower rate**? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister bo pleased to explain why the 
facts, as contained in the passage quoted in (a), were kept back from 
the public for a week ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Director of Agriculture in increasing the district figures by 10 per 
cent, was mainly moved by the consideration stated in the second para- 
graph of the Preliminary Forecast for Bengal, 1923, viz., “ Deliveries 
weie 56*11 lakhs of bales up to the end of May, 1923. Of the latter 
quantity 1 ;25 lakhs of bales is regarded as ‘ carry over ' from the 
previous season of 1921-22 and the balance, viz., 54*86 lakhs ot bales 
was the produce of last year’s crop ” ? 

{g) Was the Director of Agriculture aware that the 1-25 lakhs of 
bales were only the “ carry over ” in the Calcutta market and that 
it was the general belief that about 15 lakhs of bales were delivered 
during 1922-23 out of the crop of the season 1921-22? 

(h) Does the Director of Agriculture still adhere to the estimate 
showing an increase of 10 per cent. ? 




342 


QUESTIONS. 


[20th Aug. 


(i) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to ijiake a full state- 
ment of the reasons that inilueribed the Director of Agriculture to 
increase the district figures by 10 per cent. ? 

(;) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the advisability of 
publishing the crop figures in September next with as much accuracy 
as possible, and, if any increase be made on the district figures, of 
announcing the fact along with the figures? 

(A) Does the Hon’ble the Minister intend taking steps so that the 
forecasts of jute are published in future with as much accuraoy as 
possible ? 

Mr. «l. T. DONOVAN: (a), (b) and (c) The answer is in the affirm- 
ative. 

(d) The fall in rates is approximately as stated in the question but 
this fall is not necessarily a result only of the acreage under jute 
announced on the 10th July, 1923. 

(r) On the 10th of July the district figures only were published 
as usual. Alterations in figure-* are frequently made in consultation 
with the Collectors. 

(/) and (/) The Director of Agriculture was influenced in increas- 
ing the figures by 10 per cent, by several considerations, such as 
reports from Collectors and other officers, reports from other sources, 
results of his own inquiry into the matter, and chiefly by a desire to 
present an accurate forecast. 

(g) The Director of Agriculture does not agree that the “ carry 
over ” from 1921-22 was 15 lakhs. He still believes that his own 
figure is much more nearly correct, and in this he has the support of 
a considerable volume of competent opinion. 

(h) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(;') The answer to the first part of this question is in the affirma- 
tive. With regard to the second part the Director of Agriculture will 
be asked to consider the advisability of notifying with his first figures 
any such alterations as are contemplated in the question. 

(A) If it is decided to continue the forecast of jute in future every 
effort will be made to make the forecast accurate. 


Babtl DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: With regard to (A), are the 
Government considering the abandonment of publishing the forecast of 
jute? 


Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: The Government are considering the ques- 
tion of continuing the forecast of jute. 
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*LXVII. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that Kazi Nazrul Islam, a political prisoner 

in the Hooglily Jail, went on hinder strike, if so, for how 
many days was he on such strike; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that his condition is serious; 

( in ) whether it is a fact that as a result of continued hunger strike 
for over a month and confinement in an ill-ventilated cell, 
Srijut Gopal Chandra Sen, a political prisoner, has developed 
symptoms of phthisis; 

(* v) whether it is a fact that on or about the 17th May, 1923, when 
Gopal Babu complained to the Superintendent of the ITooghly 
, jail about acute pain in the chest he was neither examined nor 
was any medicine prescribed for him, and that on the even- 
ing of the 17th May, 1923, after forcible nasal feeding Gopal 
Babu passed blood and his pain became more acute; 

(v) whether it is a fact that Srijut Satindra Nath Sen was transferred 
from Beihampore to TTooghly -Tail and is suffering from 
pleurisy p 

(vi) whether it is a fact that he was confined in one of the worst 
cells; and 

(ni) whether it is a fact that Srijut Dalbahadur Giri has l>een sen- 
tenced to three months’ imprisonment for refusing to give his 
thumb impression? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (?) Yes, for 25 days 

( it ) Ilis condition never caused any anxiety and be is now in good 
health. 

(Hi) Gopal Chandra Sen did not develop symptoms of phthisis. He 
was released on 2Gtli May, 1923. 

(?>) The answer is in the negative. 

( v) Satindra Nath Sen was transferred from Berhampore to Ilooghly. 
He has had pleurisy, but is practically recovered. 

(vi) There is no difference in the cells. 

hit) Yes. 


Case of one Kanai Das. 

*LXVIII. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of’ the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that one Kanai Das was convicted by a Magis- 
trate of Pabna in March, 1922, and sentenced to two months’ rigorous 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 25 in default of rigorous imprisonment 
one month more? 
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(b) Is it a tact that the fin© was realized within two*months of con- 
viction under a distress warrant? 

(c) Is it a fact that the realization of fine was not duly communi- 
cated to the Superintendent of the Jail and that in oonsequenoe the said 
Kanai had to undergo rigorous imprisonment for one month more? 

(d) If the answers to (a), (b) and (c) b© in the affirmative, what 
action, if any, are the Government proposing to take in the matter? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of paying any 
compensation to the said Kanai Dae fox his unwarranted detention in the 
jail? 

The Hoct’Me ftir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Kanai Das was convicted 
under section 380, Indian I’enal Code, on 4th April, 1922, and sentenced 
to two months' rigorous imprisonment and to pay a fine of Rs. 25 in 
default to undergo rigorous imprisonment for on© month more. 

(b) The fine was realised on 6th June, 1922. 

(c) Yea. 

(d) and (e) A sum of Its. 36 was paid to Kanai Das as compensation 
by the bench clerk through whose mistake the man was detained. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Do the Government pro- 
pose to take any further action in the matter? 

The Hobble Sir ABD-U R-RAHIM : No. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Ibis the fine realized been 
returned ? 

Tha HoffMe Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must have notice of the ques- 
tion. 


Recommendations of annual conferences of district boards. 

•LXIX. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government l)e pleased to state which of the resolutions passed at diff- 
erent annual conferences of the District Boards of Bengal, during his 
term of office, have been or bare not been given effect to by the Govern- 
ment? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state the procedure 
which the Government adopt with regard to such resolutions and how 
they are disposed of? 

The Hon’ble 8ir8U REN DR A NATH BANERJEA: (a) A statement 
is laid on the Library table. The recommendations of the Conference of 
1923 are still under consideration. 

• The recommendations are carefully considered by Government in 

TOreultation with other departments which may be affected and, if they 
Satie acoijtfed, action is taken accordingly. 
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Jamalpur Government High Sohooi. 

•LXX. Rajs MAHMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYS (o) Is 

the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware 
that the people of J amalpur have grown uneasy over a rumour to the effect 
that the Government oon template giving up the management of the Jamal- 
High English School? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
rumour is well-founded? 

(e) If so, what are the reasons for taking such an action? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter before the decision is given effect to? 

The Hontole Mr. P. C. MUTER: (a) to (c) As Jamalpur is a small 

town iu the district of Mymensingh with two high schools, for whose 
present enrolment one would suthoe, it was proposed iu the interests of 
•economy that the Jamalpur Government High School should be deprovin- 
ci&lized a( the eud of the year 1924 and handed over to private manage- 
ment with a suitable grant-in-aid. 

(d) The Managing Committee of the School are averse to the proposal 
■and the question will be considered further after the views of the local 
public are known. 

Admission to Ronaldshay Medical 8ohool f Burdwan. 

*LXXI. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Is the Ilon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of local Self-Government 
sx ware that students, applying for admission into the Ronaldshay Medical 
School, Burdwan, are. required, to submit tho marks obtained by them 
in the University examination in which they appear before the selection 
lakes place? 

{b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that tho date of selection is 
generally fixed before the result of the Matriculation examination of the 
Calcutta University is out, and that for inability to submit marks along 
with their applications the applicants have to waste one year before they 
s'an get another chance for admission? 

( c ) Are the Government considering the desirability of changing this 
rule of submitting marks, and to order the admission of students provi- 
sionally, or to shift the date of selection for admission to a t;me after 
Ihe results of the Matriculation, I. A. and I. Sc. examinations of the 
Calcutta University are out? 

The Hon’Me 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The member is referred to the replies given at this meet- 
ing to an unstarred question on this subject by Babu Rishindra Nath 
Sarkar. 



34ti QUESTIONS. [20th Aug. 

I mt mm of rovonuo from (tomp dutioo and oourt>f600« 

I 

•LXXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadurs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased 
to state whether the increase in stamp duties and court-fees has increased 
rhe revenue P 

(b) If so, what has been the amount of increase last year under each 
head? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the increase in the court-fees has diminished the number 
of cases; and 

(«) whether the increase of stamp duties has produced any bad effect 
on the business community? 

MEMBER Sn charge cf DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. il. Donald): (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) It is impossible to compute what was the extent of the increase 
in revenue under each head due to the increase in stamp duty, because 
there was a marked diminution of transactions under the Stamp Act 
owing to commercial depression and a similai decrease in *uits caused 
a falling off in receipts under the Court-fees Act. 

(c) (i) and (it) Government have no information that thi- is the 

case. 


Rainfall. 

U.XXIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (<.) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture 
and Industries be pleased to state the average rainfall which has occurred 
in the districts of Bengal this year up to the end of July and also that 
of the last two years? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what is the- 
prosj/eet of agriculture this year in the area which was affected by flood 
last year? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN, (a) A statement i9 laid on the table show- 
ing the average rainfall in the several districts of Bengal during thia 
calendar year up to July. For the figures for 1921 and 1922 the mem- 
ber is referred to the monthly and annual rainfall table for Bengal 
published in the Calcutta Gazette in March every* year. 

(b) The agricultural prospects in the area affected by flood last year 
*re favourable in the present season. 
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Statement referral to in the reply to starred question So. LX^XIIl (a) 
showing the average rainfall from 1st January to 31st July during 
the year 1923. 


Avtrag* f*inf»ll front 



Districts 

1st January tc 
July. 19SI 

1. 

24-Parganas 

... 31-69 

2. 

Nadia 

... 22-52 

3. 

Murshidabad 

... 21-01 

4. 

Jessore 

... 30-68 

5. 

Khulna 

... 36-59 

6. 

Burdwan 

... 26 -88 

7. 

Birbhum 

... 21-13 

8. 

Bankura 

... 28-22 

9. 

Midnapore 

... 27-08 

10. 

Hooghly 

... 26-58 

11. 

Howrah 

... 32-98 

12. 

Bnjshahi 

... 23-21 

13. 

Dinajpur 

... 40-95 

14. 

Jalpaiguri 

... 107-98 

15. 

Darjeeling 

... 71-29 

10. 

Itangpur 

... 38-25 

17. 

Bogra 

. . 25 -80 

18. 

Pabna 

... 26-16 

19. 

Malda 

... 27-09 

20. 

Dacca 

. . 39 -73 

21. 

Mymcnsingh 

... 43-32 

22. 

Faridpur 

... 36-16 

23. 

Uakarganj 

50 -46 

24. 

Chittagong 

.. 74-79 

25. 

Tippera 

... 43-01 

26. 

Noakhali 

. . 51 -66 

27. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

... 54-82 


Income of municipalities and expenditure on certain items. 

•LXXIV. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the average annual income of the municipalities of 
Bengal ; 

(it) what is the total collection of each municipality; and 
(iii) how much is annually spent on an average for education and 



348 


QUESTIONS. 


[20th Atjg. 


( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
there is kny percentage fixed for the above expenditure by the Govern- 
ment ? 

( c ) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of fix- 
ing the percentage ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state in how many 
municipalities there are water-works and in how many municipalities 
there are none? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state how the local 
people get their supply of drinking water where there are no water- 
works ? 

The Hon’ble $ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) and (n) 

The member is referred to the column of “ Total income excluding 
owning balance ” of Form II and column 8 of Appendix 1), respec- 
tively, of tlie resolution on the working of municipalities for the last 
10 years. 

(m) In the municipal accounts expenditure on sanitation is record- 
ed under several minor heads under the main head “ Public Health 
and Convenience.” The figures for this head as well as those for 
“ Public Instruction ” will be found in Form III of the resolution 
referred to above. 

(b) No; a reference is invited in this connection to the remarks con- 
tained in paragraph 9 of the resolution on the working of municipalities 
fur the year 1921-22. 

(r) No. 

(d) The member is referred to Statement I to the Tenth Annual 
Report of the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department a copy of 
which is laid on the Library table. 

(c) From local sources (e.g., river, khal, tank, well, etc.). 


Departmental examination of police officers. 

•LXXV. Babu J0CE8H CHANDRA SARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon hie the Member in charge of tlie Police Department be pleased 
to state what amount is annually spent on account of travelling and 
other expenses in connection with the departmental examination of 
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Police, which is held twioe in a year? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Memlier be pleased to state whether there 
is any objection to hold the departmental examination under the super- 
vision of tlie District Officers in the headquarters of the districts in 
» which the examinees are posted P 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any objectioif to doing away with, the departmental examination of — 

(i) police officers of more than 10 years’ standing; and 

(ft) those who received training in the Police Training College? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) The figures are not 
readily available and their compilation would involve excessive labour. 

(b) The question is being considered. 

(c) The examination is necessary to ensure that officers are quali- 
fied for promotion to the post of inspector. 


Jabuna irrigation project. 

•LXXVI. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will theHon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to take in hand 
the Jabuna project at an early date? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); A certain por- 
tion of the Jabuna Scheme lias already been completed, but work on the 
remainder will not be taken up until the requirements of Act VI of 1920 
have been carried out. 


Case of Fanindra Nath Banerjee and oonstable Devi Dayal Du bey. 

•LXXVII. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will 11m Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Dejmrtinent be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that one Fanindra Nath Jtanerjee filed 
a petition before the Deputy Commissioner of Police, North 
District, Calcutta, for action against constable Devi Dayal 
Dubey on 31st May, 1921, and that, ou that day, Fanindra 
Nath was sent for and a charge under section 353, Indian 
Penal Code, was recorded against him and he was formally 
arrested and released on bail and that at the same time 
another charge under the Motor Vehicles Act was entered 
against a taxi-driver (Abhoy Pada Pal), who was a witness 
for the said Fanindra? If so, whether the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police, North District, made an inquiry with refer- 
ence to the allegations of Fanindra Nath Banerjee? If so, 
what? If not, why not? 
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( b ) whether it is a fact that the Fourth Presidency Magistrate 

who tried the case, came to the finding that the conduct of 
the constable, in the beginning of the occurrence was on 
his own showing “ arbitrary and unjustified ” and that he 
told a series of lies in court with the one object 5f falsely 
implicating Fanindra and that he caused hurt to Fanindra 
by striking him with a lathi and that when he was forcibly 
taken to the thana, he maliciously laid a false charge and 
fabricated false evidence in support of his false charge? 

(c) whether any action has been taken against constable Devi 

Dayal Dubey? If so, what? If not, why not? 

( d ) whether it is a fact that Inspector Golam Hyder of Burtolla 

thana did not take charge of the coat and the pugree of the 
constable Devi Dayal Dubey which were not sent up as 
exhibits? Why were they allowed to be kept all along in 
possession of the complainant constable and why was the 
constable allowed to wash the stain and marks on the coat; 
and 

(e) is it retort that the learned Honorary Presidency Magistrate 

held that the exhibits had been tampered with? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) to (c) The information 
is being obtained and will be furnished to the member later. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: When may I expect to receive 
this information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : In course of the next few 
days. 


Admission of students to Medical Colleges in Bengal. 

UXXVIII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the admission to the Medical College 
in Bengal has been reduced this year, and, if so, what is the 
reason for this ; 

(it) whether it is a fact that a certain number of seats have been 
reserved for the Government of Bihar, and, if so, how many; 
and 

(tit ) whether the Bihar Government contribute anything towards 
the upkeep of the Calcutta Medical College and Hospitals, 
and, if so, to what amount? 

(b) Will the Hfln’ble the Minister be pleased to state if the Bihar 
Government make no contributions to the Calcutta Medical College and 
Hospitals, why provision is made for students of that Government? 
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The Hott’bto Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs The member is 
referred to the aiftwer given to an unstarred question on the subject, put 
at this meeting by Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt. 

Additional Physicians and 8urgeons for Calcutta 
Medical College. 

•LXXIX. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state, with reference to the official commvni- 
gut on the appointment of Additional Physicians and Surgeons to the' 
Calcutta Medical College Hospital, whether, in respect of their duties 
as well as in their relation to the Resident Medical Officers, the holders 
of the new posts will enjoy the same status and privileges as the other 
Physicians and Surgeons attached to the Hospital ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the new appointments are more in the nature 
of assistants to the Physicians and Surgeons than that of Additional 
Physician and Surgeon ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the holders of the new posts are to work as 
subordinates to the Physicians and Surgeons as well ns to the Resident 
Medical Officers who belong to the Indian Medical Service? 

(d) In view of their appointment to the additional posts of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons to the Medical College Hospital, will the Hon’blo 
the Minister Ik* pleased to state whether their holders are to be pro- 
moted to the grade of the officers of the Indian Medical Service? 

(e) If not, will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
they are to be graded with the members of the Bengal Medical Service 
holding the appointments of Civil Surgeons? 

(/) If the answer to (<i ) be in the negative, will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state what salaries and allowances the new posts 
are to carry? 

(g) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the scale of salaries and allowances drawn by each 
of the other Physicians and Surgeons attached to the Medical College 
Hospital and also by the Resident Medical Officers? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The new 

Additional Physicians and Surgeons, like the existing Physicians and 
Surgeons of the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals, enjoy the status 
of full staff rank with the privilege of beds. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 
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( e ) No. 

(/) These officers will draw their grade pay plus special pay or teach- 
ing allowance of Rs. 150 per mensem. 

(g) The Physicians and Surgeons of the Hospital, who are also 
Professors of the Medical College, draw their ordinary grade pay pint 
a professorial allowance of Rs. 250. 

Resident Medical Officers belonging to the I.M.S. draw their grade 
pay plus a teaching allowance of Rs. 200. 

Fee system in public hospitals. 

*LXXX. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8IHCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the amount of fees which has been collected from the 
public hospitals since the introduction of the fee system? 

(b) Has the number of patients diminished on account of the fee 
system ? 

(r) Do the Government still consider that the system should be 
retained? If ho, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
reason ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

(b) For two or three weeks in January there was some decline in 
the mimk*r of patients, but the figures speedily returned to the normal, 
and in spite of the fact that the opening months of 1922-23 were marked 
by serious epidemics while 1923-24 has been a healthy year, the com- 
parative figures show no decline in the number of patients except that 
in the case of the Shambhu Nath Pandit Hospital there was consider- 
able falling off in the number of out-patients. 

(r) The levy of fees on out-patients has already been abolished, but 
the revenue obtained from fees paid by in-patients is considerable, and 
as the charges are very moderate while a large number of free beds are 
provided for the indigent, the Minister is of opinion that the levy of 
fees on in-patients should continue. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. LXXX (a) showing 
the amount of fees realized from patients from January to July , 1923. 



January. February. March. 

April. 

May 

June. 

July. 

ToUI. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

U«4lc*l Ooll«f * Hospital 

1. *46 

1.799 

1,611 

1,98* 

1,761 

1,794 

1,570 

11,176 

Presidency Gensral Hospital 

*,7*46 

1,500 

1.719 

1.646 

1.154 

1.101 

9.199 

17,991 

Campbell Hospital 

7*3 

*64 

m 

447 

403 

171 

951 

1.9)8 

Bhaoabhu Nath Paadit Hospital 

•35 

787 

770 

5 4 

601 

435 

557 

4.5*9 
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•LXXXI. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state — 

( 1 ) what action has been taken by the Government during the 
course of the last two years iu combating malaria; 

(it) what steps have been taken within the last two years to investi- 
gate the causes of kala-azar and infant mortality; and how 
far the results of the investigation have been given effect to? 
( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister bo jdeased to state the number 
of kala-azar oases, district by district, found within the oourse of the 
last two years ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: (a) (i) A refer- 
ence is invited to the annual public health reports, while the statement 
laid on the library table refers in detail to certain anti-malarial measures. 

(u) During the last two years, investigations were made in the 
following 12 districts to ascertain the prevalence of kala-azar: — 
Mymensingh, Malda, Nadia, Bakarganj, Dacca, Burdwan, Noakhali, 
Tip]>era, Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Faridpur and Chittagong, while a 
special investigation into the disease has been undertaken at the 
Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine. During the oourse of the 
investigation by the Public Health ])ei>artment, over three hun- 
dred load medical officers have l>ooii instructed in the Intest methods 
of diagnosis and treatment. Much interest has been aroused in regard 
to tbe disease and, as a result, a great deal of voluntary work is now 
being accomplished in addition to the special campaigns inaugurated 
by local authorities. 

As regards infant mortality, a reference is invited to the answer 
given at the meeting of 14th March last to the question, No. 428, by 
Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra Mitra regarding child welfare work in 
Bengal. No special investigation into the causes of infant mortality 
has been possible owing to the paucity of staff available for this purpose, 
but, as a result of an inquiry that has been made into the possibility 
of starting dhai-training centres, ten district boards have already under- 
taken to open such centres. There is an admirable maternity and 
child welfare centre in Dacca, run by a voluntary agency, to which 
Government propose to give a grant this year. 

(b) Two statements giving the desired information are laid on the 
Library table. 


Fee system in public hospitals. 

•LXXXIL Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will - 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
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Government be pleased to state what the effect has fcsen of the charg- 
ing of fees from the patients from the public hospitals? * 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the levying of fees 
has become a heavy burden to the poor patients? 

( c ) Is there any facility for poor patients to get free treatment from 
the hospitals ? 

( d , ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
means by which they are enabled to avail themselves of it? 

The Hoft’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A refer- 

once is invited to the reply given to a similar question put by Mr. Bijoy- 
prosad Singh Roy at the present session. 

(b) No. The fees levied are low and a large number of free beds 
are reserved for patients who are unable to pay anything. Moreover, 
fees are no longer levied from out-patients. 

( c ) and {(I) Yes. Persons pleading poverty can obtain free attend- 
ance in beds reserved for the poor. 


Inspector Ghaffur’s report against one Sew Bhagwan. 

•LXXXIII. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the 
Hon’ bio the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased 
to state — 

{i) whether during an inquiry into a case of criminal breach of 
trust Inspector Ghnffur reported against one Sew Bhagwan 
that he was a member of a gang of cheats and was abscond- 
ing from a warrant and did no work and visited women of 
ill fame; 

(ii) whether during the inquiry the said Inspector entered into 
transactions with the complainant ; 

(iii) whether the trying Magistrate declared that on the whole he 
must find that the remarks of the Inspector were quite 
uncalled-for and without any basis; and 

(tr) whether Government have taken any action against the 
Inspector for submitting a false report, and, if not, what 
action they propose fo take? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (i) Yes. 

(ti) In the judgment of the case, this is stated to be a facf. 

(lit) Yes. 

(tr) Inquiry is being made. 
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Unstirred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid on the table)* 

Sanitation of Kasha town. 

127. 8HAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is flip Ilon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that the sanitary condition of the Kasha town in the district of Tippera 
has deteriorated? 

(b) What steps are the Government taking for the improvement of 
the sanitary condition of the town? 

The Hon’bfe Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No. The 

sanitary condition of Kasha is not good, hut it does not appear to he 
any worse now than it has been for the past fifteen years. It is, there- 
fore, not correct to say that it has deteriorated. 

(b) This is primarily a matter with which the local authorities are 
concerned and Government do not propose to take any action. 

Promotion of Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors to oortain posts. 

128. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of Sub-Deputy Collectors 
appointed as — 

(i) Registrar, Police Court, Calcutta; 

(if) Superintendent, Orphanganj Market, Kidderpore; 

(m) Deputy Assessor and Sub-Assessor, Calcutta Corjioration ; 

(ir) Manager, Court of Wards; 

(r) Butwara Officer; and 
(in) Land Acquisition Officer? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state the names of 
the Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors who have held or are holding 
any of these appointments? 

(r) If no Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors have held any of 
these appointments, will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of appointing 
« proportionate number of Muhammadan officers from the Subordinate 
Civil Sendee to these posts? 

(d) Is it a fact that these posts are considered to be of special value 
by the members of the Subordinate Civil Service? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Muhammadan officers are about 30 per cent, 
of the total strength of the Subordinate Civil Service? 
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The HofYble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) and <£6) To ascertain^ 

the number and names of Sub-Deputy Collectors who have # tzpttL time to 
time held these appointments would involve labour incommensurate with 
the value of the information. A Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collector 
was appointed to be Registrar of the Calcutta Presidency Magistrate’s 
Court in July, 1923. 

(c) Special posts are filled by the appointment of officers who are 
held to l>e qualified for those posts, and Government have no intention of 
prescribing any proportion which shall be held by officers of any particular 
community. 

(d) Government have reason to believe that posts which carry a 
special allowance are specially valued. 

(e) The percentage of Muhammadan officers in the Subordinate Civil 
Senpioe is 29. 


Sanitation of Kasba town. 

129. Shah 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government „bfc 
pleased to state whether he is aware that Kasba is a well-known place 
from ancient tunes and that it has a Munsifi Court ? 

(b) Is the Hon’blo the Minister aware that the climate of the said 
place is very bad ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the number of the patients are growing day by 
day and that the Government officers are going away on leave or are 
being transferred for their ill-health ? 

(d) Is the lion 'hie .the Miniated aware that want ot sufficient 
bridges in the railway line is the chief cause of the diseases? 

( e ) If the answer to (d) l>e in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being taken for 
redress P 

The HOft’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Thei Minister 
can find no reference to Kasha’s past in the “ Tippera Gazetteer,” but 
it possesses a munsifi. 

(b) to (d) The Minister has no information. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Distribution of Ward Commissioners, Pabna municipality, 

130. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department J^of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what are the principles governing the distribution of Commit 
.sioners of the Pahna municipality by wards; 
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(ii) whgthe^ it is a fact that th^e number of Commissioners of the 
v j*%arious wards of the Pabna municipality varies disproportion* 
* ately in comparison with the area and population; 

(Hi) if so, what are the reasons for this ; 

(iv) what are the principles on which nominations were made on the 

Pabna Municipal Board this year; and 
(v) whether it is a fact that the number of Hindus is nearly double 
that of the Muhammadans in that municipality? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (/) The distribu- 
tion of Commissioners to the several wards of the Pabna municipality 
was made by notification dated the 13th October, LS84. The papers lead- 
ing to the issue of this notification do not show on what principle such 
distribution w*as made. 

(ii) Yes. 

(ni) Area and population are not the only factors to be considered. 
The number of voters in each ward and the amount of municipal rates 
paid by each ward are also important factors. 

(n>) The mem 1mm* is referred to a Council question asked by Babu 
Rishindra Nath Sarkar at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on 
29th August, 1921, published at page 41 of the Legislative Council Pro- 
ceedings, Volume IV of 1921, in which the general principle! in appoint- 
ing members of a municipal board was explained. This principle was 
followed in the case of the Pabna municipality. 

(v) Yes. 


Auliapur and its situation in respect to Galachipa and Patuakhati 

thanas. 


131. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that Auliapur is only two hours’ journey from Patuakhali by 
the District Board road and that it is three hours’ journey by the 
Chandanbaria khal ? 

( b ) Is it a fact that Auliapur is much nearer to Patuakhali than 
to the Galachipa thana ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of transfer- 
ring Auliapur from the Galachipa thana to the Patuakhali thana? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a), (b) and (c) Reference 
is invited to the answer to unstarred question No. 2 asked at this 
session of the Council. 


Chargee of corruption against BMhi N*« Copal Chaki. 

132. Matllvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) With reference to the 
answer given to unstarred question No, 186 at the meeting of the 

OA 
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Bengal Legislative Council on the 26th January, 1923, «vill the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state — 

(*) the charges of corruption made to the Government by the 
Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the District Board, the 
Chairman of the Local Board and other respectable citizens 
of Khulna against Babu Naba Gopal Chaki, lately employed 
as Subdivisional Officer, Khulna; 

(it) which of these charges have been proved against Babu Naba 
Gopal Chaki, late Subdivisional Officer, Khulna; 

(Hi) the number of witnesses examined by the Commission? and 

(in) the number of witnesses examined by the Commission; and 
the date of its termination ? 

(b) Will the Ilon’blc the Memlier be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report submitted by the Commission ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) be in the negative, will the Pon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reason for the same? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what action, 
if any, has been taken on the rcqwrt and what was the reason for delay 
in deciding the matter? 

(r) Is it a fact that on page 602 of the Bengal Civil List corrected 
up to 1st April, 1923, it is stated that Naba Gopal Babu was dismissed 
from the 19th May, 1923? * 

(/) Is it a fact that Naba Gopal Babu has been granted a compas- 
sionate allowance by the Government? If so, what is the amount and 
why has it been granted to an officer who has been dismissed and 
against whom it is alleged that charges of corruption have been proved? 

(//) Are the Government proposing to take steps to prevent the 
recurrenee of corruption amongst Government servants in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) ( i ) The charge made 
was that of habitually selling justice. 

(it) A Commission was appointed to inquire into three specifio 
charges selected out of a large number. None of the charges were 
conclusively proved. 

(Hi) Thirty-one. 

(i v) June 27, 1922; July 22, 1922. 

(b) No. 

(c) The Teport is a confidential, document, and Government do not 
think that its publication would be in the public interest. 

(d) The Deputy Collector was iemo\ed from Government service 
on the 15th February, 1923. The time intervening between the comple* 
tion of tile inquiry and the issue of orders was taken up in printing 
the report, considering it and referring to the Government of India 
for orders. 
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(e) Yes. Tfee word “ dismissed ” was mistakenly used instead of 
41 removed ” and the mistake has been corrected in the July Civil 
List. 

(/) Yes. Rs. 92-14 per month. 

The findings of the Commission were that — 

(1) there were good grounds for making the accusations of 
corruption ; 

(2) the accusations were universally believed and that the 
magistrate’s reputation lias been shattered; 

(3) the magistrate in one of the three cases did write a deli- 
berately dishonest judgment ; 

(4) it is impossible to entrust him in the future with any judicial 
work. 

Accepting these findings Government w’ere unable to trust the 
Deputy Magistrate with any work of Government, and it w f as there- 
fore impossible to allow him to lemain in Government service. 

In these circumstances a compassionate allowance was granted. 

((f) As in this case, Government will at all times investigate fully 
any specific charge of corruption which is made by a responsible person. 


Duration of appointment of Babu Binode Behari Dae Gupta at 
BakarganJ. 

133. Munshi MAKRAMALI: (a) Is the Ilon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Dejwrtment aware that Babu Binode Behari 
Das Gupta has been stationed at Bukarganj as Sadar Subdivisional 
Officer without any transfer for the last six years? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
not contrary to the spirit of the rules for an officer to l>e posted in one 
place for such a length of time? 

(c) Is the flon’ble the Member aware that Binode Babu is an 
inhabitant of Barisal and prosecuted his studies in the schools and 
colleges there? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that Binode Babu tried his 
best and secured votes in connection with the election of the Chairman 
of the District Board on the 18th July last (election date) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Babu Binode Behari 
Das Gupta has been stationed at Bakarganj for six years. lie has 
at no time been Sadar Subdi visional Officer. 

(6) .There are no rules on the subject. The period of an officer's 
stay in any one station is at the discretion of Government and depends 

24a 
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on the nature of the post, the qualifications of thef officer and the 
interests of the public service. 

( c ) Government are aware of the fact that Bakarganj is the home 
district of this officer. They have no information as to the schools 
and colleges in which he studied. 

(d) Government have no information to this effect. 


Septio tank effluents discharge into the Hooghly. 

134. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Iiocal Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether he is aware that great hardship 
and inconvenience have been caused to the residents of Konnagore and 
its neighbourhood and Iiishra on account of the discharge of the septic 
tank effluents of the Hatirkul Oil Mill, Konnagore, and the Hastings 
Mill, Itishra, to the Ganges ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Hatirkul Oil Mill 
authorities have altogether ignored the directions previously issued by 
the Government for remedying the existing state of affairs? 

(c) Will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to state ■whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking immediate steps 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. The 
Hatirkul Oil Mill Company has, however, gone into liquidation and 
the factory is closed. 

(b) The facts are not as suggested. The Company has recently 
installed a chlorinating tank in accordance with the instructions of the 
Public Health Department. 

(c) An inspection of the Hastings Mill septic tank installation was 
recently made. The sterilizing agent was found to be too weak and 
the Manager has been required to strengthen it. A further inspection 
will very shortly be made to ascertain whether the directions of the 
Public Health Department are being complied with. 


Cates of murder on railway linos near about Tarkeawar. 

13$. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased 
to state whether the murderer or murderers of the young boy whose 
(dead body was found, some time ago, on the railway line near Tarkes- 
war have been detected ? 
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( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the number of dead bodies of murdered men and women found 

on the railway line between Tarkeswar and Singhur, Tarkes- 
war Branch Railway, between Belmuri-Chandanpore and 
Kamarkund, Burdwan-Howrah Chord, and between Kamar- 
kund and Belur, Burdwan-Howrah Chord, during the last 
6 years; and 

(ii) how many of these murder cases have been detected P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: (a) On 16th March, 1923, 
the body of a boy aged about 14 years was found lying near the Kana 
river. The post mortem examination pointed to the case being one of 
murder. A case under section 302, Indian Penal Code, was accordingly 
instituted at the Tarkeswar police-station but no clue as to the identity 
of the culprits or of the deceased could be obtained. 

(6) (t) None, except the one referred to in (a). 

(ii) Does not arise. 

Defalcations in the Calcutta Medioal College. 

136. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the judgment of the Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate of Calcutta in the case against the two clerks of the Calcutta 
Medical College on charges of criminal breach of trust, etc. P 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a committee consisting of officials, non-officials and an audit officer 
to inquire into the alleged irregularities in the keeping of accounts 
or defalcations in the Calcutta Medical College and to thoroughly over- 
haul the accounts and to devise a scheme so that there may not be a 
recurrence of such irregularities in future? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

( b ) No. Orders are under issue in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Accountant-General, Bengal, and the question of 
improving the office administration is under consideration. 


8eptio tank effluents discharge into the Hooghly. 

187. Babu dOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the report of the Health Officers on the 
bacteriological examination of samples of septic tank effluents discharged* 
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into the Ganges, which report was submitted to the General Committee 
of the Calcutta Corporation ? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of prohibiting 
the discharge of the septic tanks into the river, from which the inhabi- 
tants of the villages on both sides draw water for their drinking and 
cooking purposes? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to 
the fact that the Health Officer s’ reports submitted to the Calcutta 
Corporation describe the Kharda khal “ nothing less than a cess-pool” P 

(d) If so, are the Government pioposing to take effective steps to 
remove this state of things ? 

(e) In view of the report of the bacteriological Examination of the 
septic tank effluents submitted to the Calcutta Corporation, will the 
Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the names of the mills and 
factories which have been found to offend against rule 19 of the Bengal 
Factory Rules and to state whether it is in the contemplation of Gov- 
ernment to prosecute them ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) No other arrangement for the disi>osal of the sewage is possible 
at present. 

(c) Yes. 

( d ) and (e) Government have had this matter of pollution of the 
river by septic tank effluents under their continuous observation for s 
very long period. The Health Officer to the Calcutta Corporation was 
assisted in collecting data for his report by an officer of the Government 
Public Health Department and steps to effect improvement had already 
been taken by the Director of Public Health on similar findings of his 
own department. The difficulties which the problem presents were 
stated in the reply given to Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur’s 
Council question No. 90 on the 24th January, 1923. 

Since July, 1922, the increase in the proportion of effluents which 
are rendered sterile is very marked. No less than 33 per cent, of the 
effluents recently examined were sterile, against 10 per cent, when 
examination was first undertaken. In February, 1923, no less than 12 
out of • 28 samples examined were sterile. In March 16 out of 30 
samples were sterile, in April 14 out of 30, and in May 40 out of 61 
samples examined. There are, however, still a number of defaulters 
and a new set of rules dealing specially with septic tanks is being 
framed under the new Act (II of 1922) to ensure more effective centre!. 
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Trial of^ offences against Municipal Act by the Bcnoh. 

138. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of issuing an 
order thal persons accused of offences under the Municipal Act should 
not be tried by the Bench ? 

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The answer is in the negative. 

11 Baitun Najat ” Imambara at Garden Reach. 

139. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: («) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the position of 
this Government or that of the Secretary of State for India with refer- 
ence to the Baitun Najat Imambara at Garden Beach ? 

(b) Is <t a fact that the property belonging to this Imambara was 
purchased by the Government for Bs. 25,000 in the name of the Secretary 
of State for India in 1895? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state from what funds 
this property was purchased and what control, if any, the Government at 
present have over it ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement oi accounts showing the income and expenditure of this Imam- 
bara since 1895? 

(c) If the answer to question (5) he in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons for which the Gov- 
ernment do not divest themselves of all control over this place of public 
worship in accordance with the provisions of Act XX of 180:1? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) to (r.) Certain lands with buildings 
including the Baitun Najat Imambara belonging to the estate 
of the late King of Oudh were sold in public auction in 1894. It was 
•claimed that some of' these buildings were used for religious purjKwes. 
As the purchasers wished to demolish the buildings and sell the materials 
there was a grave apprehension of a breach of the ]**ace and Government 
had to intervene. It was arranged that the projKTty should be repur- 
chased for Bs. 25,000, half of which was subscril>ed by members of the 
Muhammadan community and half paid from the Oudh estate. The pur- 
chase was effected in 1895; to obviate possible difficulties the deed of 
conveyance was in the name of the Secretary of State, by whom the 
Imambara property was to he conveyed to the members of the Managing 
Committee. Possession of the property was given to a Managing 
"Committee consisting of five members elected by the subscribers; but it 
Appears that no formal conveyance of the property was made to them? 
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In 1919 this omission was brought to the notice of Government and it 
was reported that only one of the members of the Managing Committee 
was alive. Government thereupon issued instructions that the original 
subscribers or their representatives should be called upon to appoint a 
committee which would take conveyance of the property and provide for 
its future management. A meeting of subscribers was held and a com- 
mittee appointed but as objections were raised that all subscribers had 
not been called, it was proposed to have a fresh meeting on the 13th 
August, 1921. No meeting was held as a temporary injunction was 
issued by the Civil Court. Government then decided that when a 
legally constituted committee was appointed, the property would be 
formally conveyed to it. Tlie property is not in the possession of 
Government and Government have no control over its management. 

(d) Government have no information as tkej r do not control the 
management of the Imambara. 

( e ) Government have not exercised any control. Possession of the 
property was made over in 1895 and Government propose to complete 
the formal act of conveyance as soon as this can be done. 

Black-water fever in Jeeeore. 

140. Matllvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Depaitment of Local Self-Govern- 
ment been drawn to the prevalence of black-water fever in Jessore? 

(b) Will the Hou’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking up the question of 
the suppression of the said disease? 

(c) Is it a fact that at present the* measures to combat the disease are 
alone being taken by the staff of the Charitable Dispensary at JessoreP 

The Hon’Me Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (c) The 

District Health Officer, Jessore, reports that some months back a single 
case of black-water fever came to his notice, but no other cases in Jessore 
town appear to have occurred for some years past. Occasional cases of 
black-water fever are said to occur in the Jessore district, but none are 
reported at present. If the question refers to kala-azar (which the public 
sometimes confuse with black-water fever) it may be mentioned that a 
few cases of kala-azar are being treated in Jessore. Several medical men 
are said to have volunteered their services to assist in a an anti-kala-axar 
campaign. 

(b) Government are considering what steps should be taken to check 
the spread of kala-azar. 

Promotion of Muhammadan tub- Deputy Magistrates. 

141. Maulvi RAFI UODIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
•Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on 
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the table a statement showing how many Hindu and Muhammadan Sub* 
Deputy Magistrates have been promoted to the rank of Deputy Magis- 
trates during the last three years ? 

(b) Will the Hon’bJe the Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that some Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Magistrates were recommended 
by their departmental sui>eriors for such promotion P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
Muhammadan has been promoted, and, if not, will he be pleased lo state 
the reason why the claims of senior Muhammadan officers have been, 
overlooked, and one-third proportionate promotion not given to them? 

(d) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is &. 
fact that officers indirectly responsible (through lack of supervision) for 
the defalcation cases (?) Emperor versus Kanailal Chakravarty, late 
Calcutta Police Court Cashier, and (//) Emj>eror versus Mohendra Nath 
Mondal, late Khas Mahal Tahsildar, Kushtia, Nadia, have been recently 
promoted P. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) In each year four 
Hindus were promoted and no Muhammadan was promoted. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Promotions to the rank of Deputy Magistrate are made not by 
seniority alone, but according to seniority and merit. Communal con- 
siderations are not taken into account in making promotions of officers! 
already in Government service. 

(d) It would be obviously unfair to the officers concerned to reply to» 
a question in this form. 


8ara»Ser*Jginj line and natural drairtaga. 

142. Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be* 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the Sara-Serajganj line was built directly 
in opposition to the natural flow of the rivers and drainage of 
the country mainly on the ground that the present align- 
ment offered the shortest route to Calcutta ; and 
(it) whether it is a fact that this blocking up of the natural flow ha* 
had a tendency to hold up the water which broke out and! 
caused damage? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC 
WORKS [RAILWAYS] (Mr. G. C. Doy): ( i ) The line is built 
more or less across the natural drainage of the country. 
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(ii) That the railway blocks the drainage is not admitted. This 
point will be investigated and re]K>vted on by the NoAh Bengal Flood 
•Committee. 


District Board engineering staff. 

143. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to say 
whether it is a fact that he received several representations from the 
Honorary Secretary, District Boards’ Engineering Association, the 
accredited representative body of District Engineers, and the members 
of their engineering staff, requesting permission to send delegates to the 
last session of the District Boards Conference. 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state why permission 
was refused to this request? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A represen- 
tation was received. 

(b) The District Engineers are the employees of District Boards and 
Are not entitled to attend a conference of District Board members. 


Medical relief to a certain part of Burdwan. 

144. B&bu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to slate whether any steps have been taken by the Government 
to give medical relief to the flood and malaria stricken homeless people 
of the villages of ltajrnmpur and Sriki ishnapur in the Jyotsna Union 
within the jurisdiction of the Jnmalpur t hann in the district of Burdwan? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: No. 

Government have no information showing the need for special medical 
Telief in the areas referred to. 


Government appointments to relations of non-official members 
of the Legislative Council. 

145. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARil! : Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(*) how many relations of non-official members of this Council 
,» were given executive, judicial or educational appointments 



1023.] QUESTIONS. 367 

undej tliis Government before the introduction of the Bengal 
Civil Service Examination ; 

(ii) the name and qualification of the candidate appointed to the 
post ; and 

(lit) what sort of relation the person appointed fours to the member 
of this Council? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (*), (if) and (Hi) The 

information is not available. 

< • 

Murder cases in Basirhat. 

146. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Ilon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department aware of the increase 
in the number of murder cases in Basirhat subdivision? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Memfor be pleased to state — 

(t) how many murder cases were nqiorted; and 

(ii) in how many cases the culprits were detected and punished 
during the year 1922 in the district of the 24-Parganas and 
in the subdivision of Basirhat, respectively? 

(c) If the answer to (//) lie in the affirmative, what steps are the 
Government proposing to take to secure a larger number of detections 
and convictions and punishments of culprits? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) There has been no 
increase. There were 3 cases in 1922 as compared with 17 in 1920 and 
1921. 

(b) (i) Twenty-five, of which three occurred in the Basirhat sub- 
division. 

(ii) Two persons in 2 cases were convicted in the 24-Parganas district, 
while two accused jiersons in two other cases are under trial. Tn one 
of the 3 cases in Basirhat subdivision, ]H»rsons were placed on trial and 
acquitted. 

(c) This does not arise. 


Local train service between Calcutta and Barracfcpore. 

147. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: in) Is the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works ('Railways) 
aware of the inconveniences suffered by the people of Belgurria and of 
other intermediate stations between Calcutta and Barraokpore, on account 
of the inadequate local train services to and from Calcutta P 
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(b) Is it a fact that they repeatedly represented their grievance* 
to the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, without avail? 

(c) Is it a fact that within the area served by local trains, people 
living near at equally distant stations on the East Indian Railway have 
got more facilities for travelling to and from Calcutta P 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state to what fact 
is this due? Are the Government considering the desirability of draw- 
ing the attention of the Railway authorities to remedy the inconveni- 
ences of Eastern Bengal Railway passengers? 

(e) Is it a fact that sometimes intending passengers to and from the 
said Eastern Bengal Railway stations in the vicinity of Calcutta have 
to wait for two hours and more for a train ? 

Mr. C. G. DEY: (a) Yes. 

(b) No . 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) The attention of the Railway authorities has already been drawn 
to this matter, but they regret they are not at present in a position to 
remedy the inconveniences complained of by putting on additional trains, 
which is the only jnyssible way of giving a better service; than the exisi- 
ing one. The Agent of the Railway has, however, given an assurance 
that when this becomes possible the claims of passengers to and from 
Belgurria will not be overlooked. 

(e) Government have no information. 


Char Manair incident*. 

148. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department aware that the Govern- 
ment communique based on the magisterial report on the Char Manair 
incidents has neither satisfied the public nor allayed the public indigna- 
tion P 

Ar <* the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
committee with a non-official majority to inquire into the alleged police 
outrages at Char Manair P 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Government have no 
reason to believe that the suggestion made is correct. 

(b) Government have already stated that they are satisfied that a 
full inquiry has been made into all the allegations. It is open to any 
individual to lodge a complaint in accordance with the procedure 
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prescribed by l^v and every opportunity has been given to the inhabi- 
tants of Char Manair to do so. Government have no intention of 
appointing any committee to make further inquiries. 


Filtered water-supply given by the Corporation of Caloutta to 
remoter municipalities. 

149. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : With reference to 
the reply given to my unstarred question No. 75 on the 24th January, 
1923, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Local Self-Government be pleased to state when and under what circum- 
stances special arrangements for t lie supply of filtered water to the 
remoter municipalities were made ? 

The Hon’hle Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A report from 

the Chairman, Calcutta Corporation, is laid on the Library table. 


Licensing of boats transporting straw and hay to Caloutta. 

150. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of t lie Marine Department be pleased to state whether 
the exemption from taking out licenses enjoyed by boats uses] exclusively 
for transporting straw and hay to Calcutta has been withdrawn by virtue 
of a notice issued by order of t lie Commissioners of the Port of Calcutta, 
dated the 9th March, 1923? 

(b) If so, what is the reason for it? 

(c) Is it a fact that boats used exclusively for transporting straw 
to Calcutta have enjoyed the said exemption from time immemorial? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsider- 
ing their decision with reference to the licensing of boats exclusively 
employed for transporting straw and hay to Calcutta? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. 4. Donald): (a) The Commissioners decided at a meeting held on 
March 5th, 1923, that boats used for the transport of hay and sfraw 
should be liable for registration and license under rule 67 of the rules 
for licensing and regulating cargo boats in the Port of Calcutta, and a 
warning to this effect was given in a handbill dated March fflh. 

(b) It has been found that these boats require the services of the 
Fire Float to deal with fires on board more frequently than other cargo 
boats and thus while enjoying the same facilities are a cause of greater 
expense. Being moreover generally undermanned they are often no ff 
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under adequate control and so are an obstruction tq navigation at 
ordinary times and a menace to shipping and the Howrah Bridge when 
they catch fire. 

(c) They have been exempted by executive order since 1894. Until 
1908 boats not plying for hire were not legally liable to be licensed: it 
was found difficult to determine whether boats laden with hay and straw 
were plying for hire or not, and in 1894 they were therefore all exempted 
by an executive order of the Port Commissioners. This exemption waa 
allowed to continue after November, 1908, when all boats not plying 
for hire were made liable to be licensed. 

(d) The decision in this matter rests with the Port Commissioner® 
and Government are not prepared to interfere. 

Muhammadans on the staff of Khulna settlement. 

151. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hun’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) tlie number of ministerial officers of the Khulna Settlement office 
both at the sadar and muiassal separately; 

(?’?) the number of Muhammadans amongst them; 

(???) the number of ]»eons both at the sadar and mufassal; and 

(?r) the number of Muhammadans amongst them? 

(b) Will the n on’ble the Member l>e pleased to state whether there 
is any Muhammadan in the Drawing office or in the English office? 

(c) Is there any Khulna man in the whole Settlement office? If so, 
how many, and in what capacity? 

(d) Will the Hon’ bio the Meinl>er be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the numl>er of recruits iu the paid ]x>sts from each 
district ? 

(e) Is it a fact that a Muhammadan candidate for jthe post of 
a Record-keeper brought letters from Mr. »7. It. Blackwood and 
Mr. Robertson but was driven away from office as he happened to be a 
Muhammadan of the Tippera district ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Assistant Settlement Officer has appointed 
the son of his family physician, a novice, as a copyist in preference to 
an experienced Muhammadan copyist of the locality who had served in 
the Jessore Settlement? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing the 
grievances of the Muhammadans in the Khulna Settlement office? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’blo the Maharajadhirtja Bahadur of BurdwanX* 

^a) A statement is laid on the Library table. 
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(6) No. 

(c) There were two clerks, who were Khulna men, during t^e field 
season; one has been discharged during recess. 

(d) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(e) No. 

if) No. 

( g ) No complaints of any sort have been received from the Muham- 
madans. 

Travelling charges incurred by district boards for Chairmen, Vice- 
Chairmen and Engineers. 

152. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of 1 Local Self-Government be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the amount of money drawn as halting' 
and travelling allowances by the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Engineers 
of the different district boards in Bengal in the years 1920-23? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The statements 
furnished by the Chairmen of District Boards are laid on the Library 
table. 


Government expenditure on Eduoation. 

153, Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: Will the ITon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that education in Bengal has hitherto been starved 
and that Government expenditure thereon has been not more than one- 
fifth of the amount spent from private sources? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: It is not correct to say that educa- 
tion in this province has been starved, although it is true that more 
money is needed for further development. During the last three years 
the expenditure from Provincial Revenues as compared with that from 
private sources has roughly been in a ratio of 3 to 5, and not I to 5 as- 
stated in the question. 


Leasing out rivers and streams in the Chittagong Forests. 

154. Munshi AMIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble ‘the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state whether a new system of leasing out rivers and streams in tbe J 
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forests of Chittagong by inviting sealed tenders has been adopted since 
April, 1923 ? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
system was introduced with the approval of the Government? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why it was 
thought expedient to give out leases by inviting sealed tenders and not 
.at public auction to the highest bidder like the ferries and pounds of the 
♦district boards? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
»stream-right of the stream Sremai has been so leased out, and, if so, at 
what rent? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
were any higher offers for this stream? If so, what were such offers and 
how much Government have lost by accepting a lower offer? 

(/) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that some petitions were submitted to His Excellency th b Governor, 
to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, and to the Conser- 
vator of Forests, Bengal, for an inquiry? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether in their 
petitions mentioned in clause (/) complaints were also made against 
-some forest officers for leasing out the stream at lower rents? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
•such inquiry was held? If not, why not? 

(?) Are the Government considering the desirability of holding any 
inquiry into the matter by some responsible Government High Official at 
•Chittagong, say, the Divisional Commissioner? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
'BURDWAN: Government understand that notice of a civil suit for 
•damages has been served on an officer of Government in connection with 
the subject-matter of the question, and in the circumstances they are 
not prepared to give a reply to this question. 


Casas of abduction in Rangpur. 

155. Rai 8ahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: Will the Hon’ble the 
> "Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
dahle a statement showing — 

(t) the total number of cases of abduction or kidnapping within 
the first half of the current year in each of the subdivisions 
of the district of Rangpur ; 

,<u) how many cases for such offences were instituted during the 
period ; 
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<«**) how tt|ny of them were disposed of and with what result; and 
(tv) how many of them are still pending, and who are tho parties 
concerned, i.e., complainant and accused by relig$£i, l.e., 
Hindus, Muhammadan, Christian and others f 


TIM Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: («) and ( ii ) The number 

of cases reported to the police or to Magistrates is as 
ment have no information of any other cases: — 

follows. 

Govern - 

Sadar 


14 

Kurigram 


7 

Nilphamari 


7 

Gaibandha 


7 

(iii) Sadar 

Jtr- 

11 

Kurigram 


6 

Nilphamari 


7 

Gaibandha 


4 


Sadar: Of the 11 cases, complaints in 8 cases were dismissed and 
in the remaining *3 cases, the accused were discharged for want of 
evidence. 

Kurigram : Of the 6 oases, one ended in conviction and the accused 
in the other 4 cases were discharged. 

Nilphamari: Of the 7 cases, the complaints were dismissed in 4 
cases. In 2 cases the accused were discharged for want of evidence. 
The other case was found not to be one of abduction or kidnapping. 

Gaibandha: The police inquired and reported that these were not 
cases of abduction or kidnapping. The accused in all these cases were 
discharged. 

(iv) Sadar 
Kurigram 
Nilphamari 
Gaibandha 

Sadar: In 2 cases both parties are Muhammadans and in one case 
the complainant is a Hindu and the accused Muhammadans. 

Kurigram: Tn one case the complainant is a Muhammadan and the 
accused are 2 Hindus and 8 Muhammadans, and in the other case the 
complainant is a Hindu and the accused are one Hindu and 6 Muham- 
madans. 

Gaibandha: In 2 cases the complainants are Hindus and the accused 
are Muhammadans. In the third case, the complainants and the 
accused are both Muhammadans, # 


3 

2 

Nil 

3 


25 
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RsproiofiUtioft of & ip r iwi J teti on dotriot andloool boar*. 

153. Mm BHISHMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state what is the percentage of members from the depressed classes 
on the district and local boards ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been taken to secure adequate representation of these 
classes on the Boards ? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there was only one Nama- 
sudra member on the Faridpur district board for several years and there 
is none at present P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether Gov- 
ernment are taking steps to secure adequate representation of these 
classes on these boards ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The figures 
for all district and local boards are not available, but the percentage 
of members from the depressed classes (Namasudras) on the Faridpur 
district board is 3 *3 and that on the local boards is 8 *7. 

(b) The attention of the member is drawn to Government Circular 
No. 2T./M., dated the 2nd August, 1912, a copy of which will be 
found on page 406 of the Bengal Council Proceedings, Volume XLVIII, 
1916. In their letter No. 271 M., dated the 17th January, 1922, a copy of 
which is laid on the Library table, Government asked the Commissioner 
of the Dacca Division, where the number of Namasudras is large, to 
consider their claims in making appointments to the local bodies. 

(c) The member is referred to the reply to clause (c) of unstarred 
question No. 101 asked by him at this session. 

(d) Government do not propose to take any further action in the 
matter. 


Recruitment from depressed olasseo to appointments in Bengal Civil 

Service. 

157. BM»U BHISHMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 

(t) on what basis the classification of the depressed or backward 
classes was made in the selection of candidates and making 
' appointments for the Bengal Civil Servioe; and • 

* <u) what proportion of candidates was selected from those classes 
and what proportion of appointments was given to them? 
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(6) Will tb| Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of reserving at lea&t one- 
sixth or a fair proportion of the appointments in every depagtaheSi for 
the depressed classes as enumerated in the Calcutta University Com- 
mission’s Report? 

• The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) (i) and (it) It appears 
from the report of the Selection Committee that they had some diffi- 
culty in defining the term “ backward classes.” They selected 34 
candidates or one-sixth of the total mi in Ism- as representatives of the 
backward classes, and the examination committee classified these candi- 
dates in a separate *list. In making eight appointments to the Bengal 
Civil Service Government selected one candidate from that separate 
list. 

(6) For the next examination Government have directed the Selec- 
tion Committee to give special facilities to any nominees who are Anglo- 
Indians, Ihdian Christians, Buddhists, or members of the depressed 
classes enumerated in the Calcutta University Commission’s report, 
but Government have not prescribed that a specific proportion of such 
candidates shall be selected. Government have reserved the right to 
appoint any individual from the category above described provided that 
he is qualified, but Government have no intention of reserving any 
proportion of appointments to these classes. 

Recording of votes for election to CopolganJ looel board. 

158. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: (n) Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state — 

(i) up till what hour the recording of votes for election of local 
board members continued at the police-stations of Gopal- 
ganj, Kasiani, Kotalipara and Maksudpur in Faridpur; 

(it) how many votes and what jiercentago of voters recorded their 
votes; and 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that many voters remained without food 
or sleep for the whole night ? 

(b) What steps are the Government proposing to take to prevent a 
recurrence of such inconvenience to voters? 

The Hon’bte Sir SURENDRA NATH BANIRJIAs 

(«) (0 

Board afeoM an oowmwMd. Local Board rlootkm terminated. 

Gopalganj ... , 2nd December, 1922 (9 a.m.) ... 3rd December, ]92tf5 a.m.) 

Kaaiani ... 6th December, 1922 (9 a.m.) ... 6th fVcerober, 1922(3 a.m.X* 

KotwaKpara ... 6tb December, 1922 (9 a m.) ... 6th December, 1921(6 f.m.) 

Mukaodpor ... 2od December, 1922 (9 a.m.) ... Sad December, 1922 (9 f.m.) 

25a 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[20th Am. 


00 





CtfcmUffeof ve tei 



Humber of votes 
rsoordsd. 

rtswisd te th* total 

nambsr of voters 
InttoiotL 

Gopalganj 

... 

3,969 

88*2 

Kasiani 

... 

2,634 

88*7 

Kotwalipara 

... 

2,647 

58*5 

Mukaudpar 

... 

1,318 

53*5 


(tit) The District Magistrate reports as follows : — 

The election proceedings at Kotwalipara and Muksudpur termi- 
nated with the declaration of the poll at 6 p.m. and 9 p.m., respectively. 
At Gopalganj and Kasiani, the result of the election was not declared 
until 6 a.m. and 3 a.m., respectively, and the recording of votes muBt 
have continued until far into the uight. It is to be feared that voters 
suffered some inconvenience, although it was possible for them to 
obtain food in the village, where there are g5od shops. 

(h) Rule 33 of the Election Rules under the Local Self-Government 
Act, of which a copy is laid on the Library table, provides for the hold- 
ing of elections in more than one place im a thana and rule 37 authorises 
the Magistrate to apjKnnt Assistant Presiding Officers for condemning the 
election proceedings within reasonable time. Government are of opinion 
that these rules are suffic ient to meet the situation that arises if a large 
number of voters attend the polling booths. Attention will be drawn to 
the desirability of providing a sufficient number of polling places, where 
heavy polling is expected. 


Lady Dootor in Chittagong Hospital. 

o 

158. Baton ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Rou ble 

(he Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state how long the post/ of Lady Doctor in the Chittagong 
Hospital has been vacant? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Civil Surgeon feels urgently the necessity for 
a Ijady Doctor to attend the patients in the female ward and that he has 
moved the District Board of Chittagong to provide a Lady Doctor? 

(c) Is it a fact that the District Board of Chittagong has declined to 
make such provision unless the power of appointment, dismissal, and 
Hua]tension and the like is given to the Chairman of the District Board of 
Chittagong and that the Civil Surgeon wants to have the said power as 
head of t he Medical establishment? 

v (d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what is the 
rule or practice in this matter in other districts P 
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(«) Will theuHon’ble the Minister lie pleased to state whether any 
step is being taken to settle the aforesaid difference between the Civil 
Surgeon and the District Board of Chittagong, so that a Lady Doctor may 
soon be appointed for Chittagong? 


The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: (a) Since August, 
1921. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) This appears to be the case. 

(d) Under Dispensary Rule 10 a Lady Doctor, if a registered prac- 
titioner, would be appointed by the Managing Committee in the case of 
the Chittagong Hospital which comes under Class IV. If the Lady 
Doctor were a non-registcred practitioner, the Managing 'Committee 
could still appoint her with the special permission of Government. 
These general rules are, however, subject to certain social rules which 
have been sanctioned in respect of the Chittagong Hospital under the 
following circumstances. 

Formerly the Chittagong Hospital was under the joint management of 
the Municipality and the District Board, hut in 1919 the hospital was 
placed under the control of a Managing Committee consisting of 8 
ex officw and 15 non-official members, to which the District Board and 
the Municipality elected representatives. A scheme has been drawn up 
under the Charitable Emlownments Act for the management of the 
institution, and under article 6 of the Schedule annexed to the Scheme 
the general management of the hospital is in the hands of the Civil Sur- 
geon of Chittagong, while under article 11 the up|x>intment and dismissal 
of the members of the hospital staff is in his hands subject to such rules 
as the Committee Rhall prescribe. It is for the Committee of Manage- 
ment to decide whether the appointment of a Lady Doctor should he made 
by the Civil Surgeon under this article or in some other way. 

(e) This is a matter for the Managing Committee to decide. 


Relative strength in rating, voting and number of Hindus and Muham- 
madans in eaoti local body and numbs* of voters for different 
electorates of the Legislative Counoil. 

ISO. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Ijooal Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the relative strength in rating, voting and number of the Hindus 

and Muhammadans in each local and district board and each 
municipality in the province of Bengal ; and 

(u) the number of voters in Bengal for the Legislative Council for 

the different electorates? * 
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TIM Han't* Mr SUREMDRA NATH BANIRJEty (i) As regards 

the number of Hindus and Muhammadans in each municipality the 
member is referred to the Table, a copy of which was laid on the Library 
table, in reply to unstaned question No. 5 asked by Maulvi Yakuin- 
uddin Ahmed at the meeting of the Counoil held on the 20th Novem- 
ber, 1022. 

Similar figures for each local board are not available as the census 
statistics of each subdivision by religion have not yet been published. 

For the number of Hindus and Muhammadans in each district, which 
practically covers the area of a district board, the member is referred to 
pages 140-41 of the General Administration Report for 1921-22. A 
statement showing the voting and rating strength of each municipality 
is laid on the Library table. These figures relate to the years in which 
municipalities were last reconstituted. 

Similar figures for local and district boards are not readily available 
and their compilation would involve much time and expense which in 
the opinion of Government would not be justified. 

(it) A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Com of a Khilafat volunteer prooaouted for disorderly conduct. 

161. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI : 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that one Shaik Rahimuddin, a Khilafat 
volunteer, was prosecuted on a charge of disorderly conduct, before 
Mr. Sarbadhikari, Honorary Magistrate of Jorabagan, in February last? 

(b) Is it a fact that the accused was arrested by a European Sergeant 
as he was posting a placard on the wall of the house in front of the Bara- 
bazar thana? 

(c) Is it a fact that in these handbills subscriptions were invite^ by 
the Khilafatists, for an aeroplane to be presented to Ghazi Mustafa 
Kemal Pasha ? 

(</) Is it a fact that the accused was discharged by the Magistrate 
who remarked that he had never heard of such a thing as disorderly con- 
duct for posting handbills ? 

The HOfPble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; (a) No one named Shaik 
Rahimuddin was prosecuted. The reference is apparently to one 
Muhammad Mohiuddin who was charged as stated in the question. 

(6) He was arrested as he was boisterous and disorderly when 
warned. 

c (c) Government have no information. 
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(d) He was warned and discharged in this case sad fined Rs. 6 for 
creating a disturbance in court. 

CtpyisU tnd typists of Courts. 

162. Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the J udicial Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the entire income from the copying departments of all the courts 
of justice, civil and criminal in Bengal; 

(ii) what would be the total cost involved in organising the typists 
and the copyists into a regular establishment on a fixed salary 
and time-scale basis P 

(ut) why the typists and copyists are not allowed to fill up the* vacan- 
cies in ministerial offices; 

(iv) what is the total number of typists and copyists engaged in 

all the courts of justice in Bengal at present; and 

(v) what was their number at the beginning of 1921 P 

(6) Is it a fact that in many courts new hands have been and are 
being taken since 1921, with the result that mauy of the permanent 
typists and copyists are not getting the minimum remuneration mentioned 
in the High Court Rules and Circular Orders Nos. 8 and 2, dated the 
23rd June, 1921 P 

(c) If the answer be in the affirmative, how many of the typists and 
copyists engaged l>cforc 1921 are not getting the minimum remunera- 
tion mentioned in the aforesaid High Court Rules and Circular OrdeisP 

(d) If the answer to (b) be in the negative, whether it is a fact that 
two extra copyists are still attached to the Munsif s Court at Basirhat 
with the result mentioned above P 

The Hon'bte Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (i) Rs. 7,53,048 for 1921. 

(ii) No scale of pay is suggested in the question ; so no calculation 
can be made. 

(Hi) Permanent vacancies are filled up from the grade of probationers. 
Typists and copyists are, however, occasionally employed in acting 
vacancies. 

(iv) One thousand cine hundred and ninety-six. 

(v) One thousand two hundred and ninety-one. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Two extra copyists were appointed at Basirhat in August and 
September, 1921, respectively. 
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183# M HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being taken — 

(i) to demonstrate intensive methods of agriculture and acquaint 
the rural people with them ; 

{ii) to encourage market-gardening ; 

(Hi) to make experimental farms self-supporting; and 

(iv) to introduce co-operative market ing^ 

Mr# da Ta DONOVAN S ( i ) The investigation and demonstration to 
the rural people of intensive methods of agriculture is one of the chief 
functions of the Department of Agriculture. The evolution of improved 
races of staple crops, the investigation of better methods of 'fertilising 
the land, and, in collaboration with the officers of the Co-operative 
Department, the making of arrangements to provide the necessary 
funds, for the cost of manures, the improvement of cattle and the 
investigation into fodder production are examples of the steps taken 
by the Department of Agriculture to this end, and for further informa- 
tion the member is referred to the annual reports of the Department 
of Agriculture. 

(it) The Department of Agriculture has demonstrated the value of 
cold weather vegetables and has successfully introduced their cultiva- 
tion in various tracts. 

(Hi) The functions of exjierimental farms are to be distinguished 
from those of demonstration farms. Exj>erimeutal farms are utilised 
for the purposes of testing on a field scale the results obtained from 
research and scientific investigation by experts and adjusting them to 
local conditions as the essential preliminaries to their introduction 
into agricultural practice. It is obvious therefore that these experi- 
mental farms cannot always be self-supporting. In the demonstra- 
tion farms every step is being taken to make the operations a financial 
success in all directions in which they are not experimental in nature. 

(iv) The member is referred to the annual reports of the Co-opera- 
tive Department. Co-operative marketing has met with some success 
in the Rajshahi and Bakarganj districts. The question of the co- 
operative marketing of jute has occupied the attention of the deport- 
ment for ^veral years and several experiments have been made none 
of which can be described as very successful. An Experiment is now 
actually in progress in the Mymensingh district from which consider- 
able hopes of success are entertained. 
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. Persons oonjenced under the Crimmsl Lew Amendment Aot and 
non-oooporttkm prisoners. 

184. Rei HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state— 

(t) how many of the persons arrested and convicted under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act (as given in the answer to ** 
starred question No. II of 1922, dated the3rd July) were 
sentenced to imprisonment for more than six months ; and 
(if) how many of the 162 non-co-operation prisoners serving their 
terms of imprisonment on the 30th December, 1922, were — 

(a) educated men, i.o., graduates and undergraduates; 

(b) undergoing imprisonment for more than six months; 

(c) sentenced under the Criminal Law Amendment Act; 

* (d) sentenced under sections 124 A and I53A of the Indian 

Penal Code; and 
(•c) their names? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: In order to reply to this 
question it would be necessary to refer to District Magistrates and the 
information could not l>e obtained in time for the answer to be given 
before the Council is prorogued. 


Charitable dfoponoariao end hospital*. 

166. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI S Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many new charitable dispensaries subsidised by the Gov- 
ernment have been started in Bengal during the years 1921 
and 1922 and how many it is pro|K>sed to start in 1923; and 
(«) what additional room or facilities have been provided since the 
1st January, 1921, for the treatment of patients in the exist- 
ing hospitals through Government aid? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAs (i) During the 
jfeiar 1921 no dispensary subsidised by Government was started. In 
February last sanction was accorded to the grant of Rs. 16,000 to the 
several district boards for the establishment of 39 dispensaries at thanas 
and in rural areas. Most of these institutions were started during the 
year 1922. The sum of Rs. 16,000 has been provided in the current 
year’s budget for the maintenance of those institutions. • 
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(u) Generally speaking no additional accommodation has bee* added 
to existing hospitals. In 1922-23 important mufassal hospitals Ware 
given Its. 20,000 to assist in meeting their expenditure. Government, 
moreover, decided (vide Circular No. 151 — 55 T. Mdl., dated 20th June, 
1923, of which a copy is laid on the Library table) to charge dispensary 
committees at district headquarters at the rate of Rs. 290 and Rs. 76 
per mensem for Assistant and Sub- Assistant Surgeons instead of Rs. 420 
and Rs. 137 which is the amount required to meet the cost of average 
pay, pension, and leave as a result of the recent revision of pay. This 
concession is in effect a new subsidy to local hospitals. 


Weaving 8ohool at Bcisrhat. 

166. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; Will t^e Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government 
to start a Weaving School at Busirhat in the district of the 24-Parganas? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: The reply is in the negative. 


Area under rice, sugar-cane and cotton and botanical survey of 
ootton tracts. 

167. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the area in acres uuder — 

(1) rice 

(2) sugar-cane, and 

(3) cotton ; and 

(it) the outturn per acre of these crops in the years 1921-22 and 
1922-23? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the results of the promised Botanical Survey of the cotton tract# 
of the province, if completed P 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

„ (6) The cotton survey is still in progress. 
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Statement referred to in the reply , to unstarred question No* fflt (a) 
showing the area , in acres , and outturn, per acre, of rice , sugarcane 
and cotton crops in Bengal during the years 1921-22 and 1922-23. 


N»IU* of Cl op. 

Aria in aohw. 

Outturn ran aorr 

(CLEAN DRAIN). 


191M3. 

1WMJ, 

1931-99. 

1 999-33. 


Winter rice 

15,850,200 

16, '109,900 

0*46 toon 

0 45 toua 


Autumn rice 

6,007,800 

5 160,200 

0*33 „ 

0*3 1 „ 


Summer rice 

374,800 

403,200 

0'40 „ 

0-41 „ 


Sugar-cane 

220,900 

200,600 

1*08 „ 

106 „ 


Cotton • ... 

65,156° 

71,798° 

0*22 bales 

0'24 balcH 

• Include* 
Hill Ti|>|*tra. 


It. 3.— Oa» maund.of paddy it rqolfalent to 35 twrt of rk«. 


Subdivisional Officer of Pirojpur. 

188. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon ’bio the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether the Sulidivisional Officer of Pirojpur, district Bakar- 
ganj, has got permission of the authorities to raise subscrip- 
tions for — 

(1) the Waddell Bund ; 

(2) a Club ; 

(3) a Library ; 

(4) a Girls' School ; and 

(5) a Dispensary? 

(it) what amount has been raised under each of those heads ; 

(tit) whether receipts have been given to the subscribers; and 

(it>) whether regular accounts have been kept, audited and passed 
in any meeting? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member considering the advisability of inquir- 
ing as to the mode and manner of raising the subscriptions and the class 
of persons from whom it has been raised P 

(c) Wifl the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 

said officer has any immovable property in the district? • 
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Tka Hon’M* Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Intonation hu b m 
asked for but Has mot yet been received. On its reocnpt Gove rnm ent 
will consider whether any action is necessary. 


FooiHtiaa to Muhammadan employees to say their midday prayers* 

188. Maufvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
there is any circular which gives facilities to Muhammadan officers in 
all Government offices to say their daily midday (Johur) prayer P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that there has been a feeling 
of discontent amongst Muhammadan officers in the district of Bakarganj 
owing to some heads of the departments taking objection to those officers 
being absent from office for a quarter of an hour or so to say their mid- 
day prayer and asking them to attend the office at 10-30 a.m. in order 
to compensate for the absence in spite of the fact that they work often 
till evening and on holidays without any remuneration for extra work? 

• (c) Js the Hon’ble the Member aware that these poorly paid minis- 
terial officers cannot engage any servant and that they have to make 
their own marketing and it is very hard for them to attend office at 
10-30 a.m. ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
circular to all Government offices giving facilities to the Muhammadan 
officers to say their daily midday (Johur) prayer unconditionally ? 

Tha Hoft’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) There is no such 
circular. 

(b) and (e) It is understood that the Superintendent of Police, Bakar- 
ganj, allowed the Muhammadan clerks in his office leave of absence for 
a quarter of an hour to say their midday prayers, but the privilege 
having been abused, he issued an order on the 11th June last requiring 
those clerks to attend office at 10-30 a.m. in order to make up the time 
spent in prayers. As the Muhammadan clerks gave an undertaking, 
the order was rescinded on the 20th July last. No such order has been 
issued by any other officers in the district. 

(d) No. 

Lasting out by zamindm the bank sf tha r Ivor on tha 
toum-stcla of Patuakhali. 

178. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (I*nd Revenue) be pleased to 
state the extent and nature of right of the Government and of the public 
ip respect of the banks of navigable rivers ? 
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(6) Is the Hoa’ble the Member aware that the samiodars have leased 
out the town-slle of the bank of the Patuakhali ^yer causing much 
inconvenience to the public when landing in the Patuakhali town in the 
district of Bakargan j P 


(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking Sny 
action in the matter if there is any encroachment upon the rights either 
of the Government or of the public owing to the leasing out of the bank 
by the samindars? 


The Hoft’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUjt of 
BURDWAN: (o) f (b) and (r) The facts are reported to he as stated 
in ( b ). Legal opinion is being obtained by the local officers as to 
whether any, and if so what, steps can be taken in the matter. 


strict Judge, Pabna. 

171. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state bow 
many public records have Wn lost from the custody of Government 
officers at different dates during the administration of the present District 
J udge of Pabna P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that a case for criminal embezzlement has fallen through on 
account of loss or suppression of the original Civil Court records P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member l)e pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the present District Judge is in the habit of searching the 
pockets of clerks and of late searched the pockets of all the (dorks attached 
to the third Munsif’s Court, Pabna, and found them to be in possession 
of money P If so, what was the result? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 

a fact that although numerous graduates (both Hindus and Muham- 

madans) below the prescribed age, with distinction and honour, applied 
for paid probationer^ ips, yet the District Judge has taken in several 
persons, who are not sufficiently qualified and have exceeded the age- 
limit prescribed by the Government P 

(e) If no, will the Hon ’hie the Member be pleased to state what 
public grounds demanded such departure from the Government rules ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 

a fact that the District Judge turned out some old enlisted candidates 

for process peonahip without any fault and provided his own domeetio 
servants with Government service? .? 
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The Hon’bll Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM 3 (a) Two. Six more disappeared 

before his appointment. 

*(b) No. 

fc) No. Three clerks were called on on one occasion to produce any 
mflUey fn their possession and they did so. It could nt>t be proved that 
the money was received as bribes. No regular proceedings were taken 
against them. 

(d) and (e) Out of 7 probationers taken in by thq present Judge 6 are 
graduates and one a matriculate. Two of them were admitted above 
the age-limit as they bad previously served Government in a temporary 
capacity. 

(/) The Judge discharged Nome candidates who had been enlisted for 
the post of process-serving peon on the ground of inefficiency. It is not 
a fact that he has provided his own domestic servants with Government 
service except one who was recently given a temporary appointment as 
night watchman. 

Admission of students into Baker and Elliot Hostels. 

172 ? Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon'bie the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state 
whether he is aware that Moslem students coming from the provinces 
outside Bengal and even those from outside British India are admitted 
into the Baker and' Elliot Hostels while students from Bengal are refused 
admission ? 

(h) Will Ihe Hon'blc the Minister he pleased to state the number of 
Bengali and non-Bengali Muhammadan students of the Baker and Elliot 
Hostels, respectively f 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) and ( ft) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to un starred question No. 172 


Elliot Hostel. 


Ootlefo student*. 

1*10. 

Admitted 

*nd 

readmitted. 

mi. 

Admitted 

mod 

readmitted. 

ISfl. 

Admitted 

and 

readmitted. 

1*M. 

Admitted 

end 

readmitted. 

Remark*. 

Bengali Muhammadan 

18 

28 

24 

35 

In addition to college 

Non-Bengali Muham- 
madan. 

5 

2 

1 

9 

studonta there are 
resident some 90 

Non* medical Muham- 
madan. 

1 

••• 

... 

... 

boarders from the 
Arabic and Anglo- 

Number refused od- 
misaion. 

a 

In each year about 20 Bengali and 

10 non-Bengali. 

Persian departments 
of the Oaloatta 
Madrassab. Of these 

Number of, students 
from ont«de British 

India, *v 

r- . - 




I 

! 

90, 11 are non- 

Bengali and 79 are 
Bengali. 
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TOTAL JfOMBXX 
Of STUD1KT* ON 
THB BOLLS. 

Arm ITT ED OK 

HX ADM ITT ID. 

Admission 

KKrOkBD. 

' 

J+r. 

i 

a 

i s 

=s 

H 

11 

z* 

=3 

1 

1 

3 

S 

* 

h 

o 

1 

a 

& 

i 

& 

k 

» 

Remark*. 

1923 

151 j 

49* 

... 

29t 

90 

40 

tr 

0 This include! 21 
Presidency College 

1922 

... 

... 

88 

* J 

m a 

si 

and ex~Madrai»sali 

students who, accord* 

1921 

... 

... 

111 

46t 

3 

s a 

is 

« a 

3 a 

2 v 

ing to rule, must 
Ihj provided with 

1920 



105 

22§ 

<i 

m 

seats. 

f Includes 10 Presi- 
dency College 4 and 
ci-Madraessb boys, 

J Includes 6 PronC 
deucy College and 
ox-Madraswali boys. 

§ Includes 8 Presi- 
dency College and 
ex Madrassah boys. 


Notk. — I n July last three students from the Staten of Hyderabad { Deccan ) and 
Bhopal were admitted. Of these three, two were, aa ex Madraaaah students, entitled to 

•eats. 


8ub- Registrar of Pirganj. 

173. Matilvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of Education (Registration) tie 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many cases, if any, under the Stamp Act and the Indian 
Penal Code were started by Balm Bhola Nath Bhattacharjee, 
Sub-Registrar of Pirganj, in the district of Rangpur, against 
persons who came to get their documents registered at the 
Pirganj Sub-Registry office during the course of the last 
14 months ; 

(it) how many ol the cases, if any, ended in conviction ; and 

(m) what was the amount spent by the Government in each case; 

(b) Is it a fact that the said SuRRegistrar passed an * order of 
imprisonment for 15 days against one Tasiraddin and gent him direct to 
the Rangpur jail? ‘ * ® 
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(c) I b it a fact that when the matter was brought to the notice of the 
District Registrar he at once released the man on persox&l recognisance ? 

( d ) Is it a fact that on an appeal the man was acquitted? 

MINISTER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
[REGISTRATION] (the Hon’M* Mr. P. C. Mittor): (a) («) Thirteen 
bases under the Stamp Act and one case under the Indian Penal Code 
were instituted by Babu Bhola Nath Bhattacbarjee, Sub-Registrar of 
Pirganj, in the district of Rangpur, against persons who came to get 
tbeif documents registered at the Pirganj Sub-Registry office during 
the course of the last 14 months. 

(it) The Sub-Registrar recommended prosecution in 3 of the above 
13 cases. Two prosecutions were actually made, one ending in convic- 
tion and the other in acquittal. Of the 13 cases, documents in the 6 cases 
were afterwards found to be properly stamped. The cases of 3 docu- 
ments are yet pending. Duty and penalty have been realised in the 
remaining 5 cases under section 40 of the Stamp Act. The Indian' Penal 
Code case was under section 228 and is the same one mentioned in the 
reply to question (b). 

(Hi) Rs. 10-12-0 were paid to witnesses as diet money in connection 
^fith the above two prosecutions. 

(6) On the 20th April, 1922, the Sub-Registrar of Pirganj drew up 
summary contempt proceedings against Rahimuddin Mandal and not 
Tasimddin ns mentioned in the question for contempt before him when 
sitting as Sub- Registrar and fined him Rs. 60 under section 480, Cri- 
minal Procedure Code, in default 15 days’ simple imprisonment; the 
man could not pay and went to jail. 

(c) Yes, the man was released by the District Registrar on 25th 
April, 1922, on personal recognizance of Rs. 100. 

(d) Yes, on appeal the man was acquitted on 20th September, 1922. 

Softools opened under Mr. Biee’s scheme for primary education. 

174. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the number of schools for primary education opened under 
Mr. Biss’s scheme up till now; and 
(it) tf*e places where they have been located P 

Thi Hon*Mi Mr. P. 0. M4TTER: (i) and (it) A statement is laid on 
the table. 



!$*»•] QUESTIONS. 389 

Statement referred to in the reply to^uns tarred question No. 174 showing 
list of schemes for primary education for which grants have been 
sanctioned . 

*1. Yusufpur Union (Rajshahi). 

*2. Bhabakhali Union (Mymensingh). 

*3. Digharkundi Union (Mymensingh). 

*4. Sutrakhali Union (Mymensingh). 

6. Bhajanpur Union (Jalpaiguri). 

*6. South Kharia Union (Jaljwiguri). 

*7. Jhikargacha (Jessore). 

8. Rajbari Union (Faridpur). 

9. Basirhat Municipality. 

10. Cossipore-Chitpur Municipality. 

*11. Nalchiti Municipality (Barisal). 

12. Bpnodepur Union (Noakhali). 

13. Narendra Union (Midnapore). 

14. Kasimpore Union (Malda). 

*15. Indns, Patrasair, Sanbanda and Bikna Unions (Bankurn). 

*16. Bozratek Union < Malda). 

17. Bagnan Union (Howrah). 

*18. Bagerhat, Raruli and Tala Union (Khulna). 

*19. Jinjira Union .(-Dacca). 

20. Bagnapara Union (Ilurdwan). 

21. Serampore M unieipality. 

*22. Mainamati Union. 

*23. Oharshibpur Union (Bakarganj). 

*24. Sat Bankura Union (Midtmpore). 

25. Raiganj Union (Dinajpur). 

*26. Hashimpur, Union (Dinajpur). 

27. Malmlandi Union (Murshidabad). 

*28. Malki Union (ITooghly). 

*29. Jangalbadhai Union (Jessore). 

*30. Iiftbpur Union (Birbhum). 

*31. Gajaghanta Union (Rangpur). 

*32. Sultanpur Union (Birbhum). 

33. Basirhat Municipality. 

34. South Suburban Municipality. 

*36. Burdwan Municipality. 

36. Bhangamora Union (Hooghly). 

37. Rameswarpur-Gopalnagar Union (Hooghly). 

38. Rangpur Municipality. 

39. Chandpuj* Municipality. 

*40. Ichapur Rifle Factory. 


***** »* itw ptoaw marked with m Mtorhk. # 
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Scarcity of drinking water in Btardwan Dhriwon. 

175. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadurs (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government aware that acute distress on account of scarcity of drink- 
ing water prevails in the districts of West Bengal every year from the 
month of April till the rains set in properly P 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
of District Boards’ wells or tanks in each of the following districts — 

Hooghly, Howrah, Birbhuw* Burdwan, Bankura and MidnaporeP 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Submission of books to Government on issue. 

176. Raja MANILOLL 8INGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that when a book is printed and its copyrights are 
registered in Bengal, two copies of each are sent to the Government of 
Bengal in the Registration Department ? 

(b) Ih it a fact that both these copies are sent to England? 

(r) Will lie l>e pleased to state how they are utilised in England? 
Is he aware of the fact that in England and elsewhere there are copy- 
right libraries open to the public for reference P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping 
the said copies in Calcutta for the benefit of the people of the country? 

The Hett’bto Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N. (a) Only one copy of each 
book printed or lithographed in Bengal is received by Government. 
Copyrights are no longer registered. 

(6) This copy is npt sent to England. 

JMk) Does not arise. 

(d) All books received by Government are, according to rule, kept 
in the Bengal Library for one year, after which those which are con- 
sidered of sufficient interest or importance are sent to the Imperial 
Library to be kept in the portion of that Library devoted to the public. 
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j ieo n d grade Soianoa CoW a ga at lardwan* 


in. I!*ia MANfLOLL 8INCH ROY; (a) la the Bon bb the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that there 
is a demand for a second grade Soience College at BurdwanP 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, the Government are 
proposing to take in the matter ? 

Tha Horfble Mr. P. 6 . MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Calcutta University Commission recommended the estab- 
lishment of Intermediate Colleges in every district in Bengal. When 
University reform on the lines proposed becomes ixjssible, Government 
will be pleased to assist local effort in establishing an intermediate 
college at. Burdwan to the extent of its finances. 


Admission to Campbell Medioal School. 

178. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hmi’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department, of Local Solf-Govemjppnt 
be pleased to state whether admissions in the Campbell Medical School 
are made before the results of the Matriculation Examination are 
published P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of fix- 
ing the last date for applications for admission to the Campbell Medical 
School, and other Medical Schools in Bengal, a fortnight after the 
matriculation results are published P 

Tho Hon’Mo Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEAs (a) Yes. 

(b) No; this is not practicable. The session of the Campbell and 
other Medical Schools begins on the 1st July, and it is essential that 
new entrants should begin the course at once in order to tt Spared 
for the September Test Examination. The results of the matricula- 
tion examination in the Calcutta University are frequently publisHld 
considerably later than the 1st July. But in any case candidates are 
unlikely to obtain admission on the year they matriculate sinceJ LS c, 
passed and failed candidates and matriculates of the previous yepSve 
to sope extent a prior claim. The Dacca University publishes its 
matriculation results earlier and subject to the above consideration, its 
matriculates have some chance of obtaining admission at once to the 
Dacca Medical School. # 


26 a 
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Profmor Orel’s tyttam of trootmont of tobmulooio. 

179. Baby 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: WU1 the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether Government are considering the advisability 
of introducing into Bengal the new system of treatment of tuberculosis 
discovered by Professor Dreyer? 


ThO Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Professor 

Dreyer s treatment is still in the experimental stage, but inquiries will 
be made regarding it. 


CMoutto Mtdraasah and other Mortem tohooto. 

BUHRAWARDY : Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the salary and emoluments of the Principal of the Calcutta 
jg* ^ MadraRsah ; and 
** (ti) the cost of the upkeep of— 

# ( a ) the Woodburn Moslem Boys’ School; 

(b) the Karaya Moslem Bovs’ School ; and 

(c) the Dacca Moslem High School? 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: <j) and (ii) A statement is laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 180, showing (») the 
salary and emoluments of the Principal, Calcutta Madrassah, and (»») the 
cost of the upkeep of certain educational institutions. 




Be. 

0»«rMM 

P*J* 

Be, 

Total* 

•aoloneata. 

B*. 

(•) Salary and emoluments 
Calcutta Madrassah 

of the Priucipal, 

1,250 

250 

1,600 

(tf) Costco f the upkeep of— 

‘ (o) Th« Woodburn 
School 

Middle English 

5,520 

per year. 

(b) The Karaya 
School 

Middle English 

7 012 



{«) The Dacca Moslem Sigh School 

13,7?1 

♦t 
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D^rttvinoialtzation «f obtain Madam Mhooh. , 

1t1. Dr. f. 8UHR AWARD Y: 1,» the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education aware of the discontent, dissatis- 
faction and resentment amongst the Muhammadans the proposed 
abolition of the — 

(a) Dacca Moslem High School; 

(b) the Woodburn Moslem Middle English School, Calcutta; 

(c) the Kar&ya Moslem Boys’ School, Calcutta; 

(d) the Muktalw ; 

(e) the Faizunuessa Girls* Schools; and 

(/) other institutions calculated to advance the educational interests 
of the Muhammadans ? 

The Hon* We Mr. P. C. MITTBR: There is no intention to abolish 
the senior madrassahs at Calcutta, Dacca, Hooghly and Chittagong or 
the Dacca^ Moslem High School. The question of deprovinciulising the 
Woodburn Middle English School and the Karaya Moslem Middle 
English School and handing them over to managing committees with 
suitable grants is under the consideration of Government and no deci- 
sion has yet been nrriviMl at. It has been decided that the 6 model 
muktabs and the Faizunnessa Lower Primary Girls’ School at 
should be deprovincialized and steps are being taken to ascertain 
whether the local committees are willing to take them over and, 
on what terms. 


Governing Body for Caloutta Madramh. 

182. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state the reason 
for not appointing a Governing Body for the Calcutta Madrassah on the 
lines of that for the Sanskrit College ? / 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The Sanskrit College is, as regards 
its Arts Department, an institution affiliated to Calcutta University and 
the regulations of the University necessitate a Governing Body. A 
separate Governing Body for the Oriental side of the Sanskrit College 
has recently been appointed. The Anglo- Persian Department of the 
Calcutta Madrassah has its Managing Committee. The desirability of 
appointing a Governing Body for the Arabic Department of the Calcutta 
Madrassah has never, so far as Government is aware, been suggested. 

Sanitary dwellings for poorer ofasm ef Caloutta. 

US. Mm» AMULYA DHONE AOOYl (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment been drawn to the sufferings of the poor people of Calcutta owing 
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lo t|ie removal of huts, due to theenforcemeat of Bustee Regulations 
by the General Committee of the Calcutta Corporation 0id also by the 
landlords of Calcutta for the erection of masonry buildings P 

(b) Is the Mon'ble the Minister aware that the Corporation has not 
been able, for Want of funds, to erect any dwelling houses for the said 
people though the$ are authorised to do so under section 394 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking necessary steps 
for the erection of sanitary dwellings for the poorer classes of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The Committee recently appointed to advise Government regard- 
ing the housing and communications problem of Calcutta has not yet 
reported and Government are not prepared at present to make&ny state- 
ment on the question of sanitary housing for the poor. 


Remedial measures with regard to Bamnida bund In Nadia. 

Wtisi Khan Bahadur Maufvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the 

Hoji’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be 
• pleased to state whether the report of the Committee appointed to 
investigate and suggest remedial measures with regard to the “ bund ” 
at the 110th mile on the main railway line from Calcutta over the river 
Bamnida in the district of Nadia has been submitted to Government? 

(6) If so, will the Hon 'hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, the Government are proposing to take as remedial measures? 

Mr. G. C. DEY: (a) and (/>) A final report has not been submitted. 
A copy of an ad interim report is laid on the Library table. 

( c ) The matter has been referred to the Railway Board. * 


8ara-8antahar line and North Bengal Heed. 

188. Mauhri YAKUINUDDIN AHMEDS (a) Will the Hon’bie 
the Minister in pharge of the Department of Publio Works be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that as long as the metre gauge h ank of 
the Bara-Santahar line was below the flood level it could allow any 

surplus water to escape very easily ? 

* 
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f i (6) Is it a fact that when the metre gauge was converted into 
broad gauge th^ number and length' of the existing culverts and bridges 
were actually decreased ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the construction of the broad gppge baa made 
it practically impossible for any surplus water to fin&lf Way out? 

(d) Is it a fact that the railway engineer reduced the waterways 
in order to send all the water down the present main stream of the 
Ganges in the interests of the Hardinge Bridge? 

(e) Is it a fact that this attempt has checked the drainage of the 
entire area west of the Sara-Santahar-Parbatipur line? 


(/) Is it a fact that the checking of the drainage in that section 
where the Atrai river crosses the Sara-Santahar line resulted in hold- 
ing back the water and causing floods? 

(47) Is the Hon’ hie the Minister aware that the Atrai river is the 
main stream of drainage for the entire area, west of the Sara-Santahar- 
Parbatipuf line? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister bo pleased to state the reason 
why sufficient waterways were not provided for the drainage of the 
Sara-Santahar line when it was converted into broad gauge? 


({) Will the Hon’ble the Minister ho pleased to state what* qt«M 
the railway authorities propose to take to prevent interference with’tn^ 
natural drainage and to estimate thte rate of flow and clearance of 
waters from the area in question P 

(;) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
copies of all the papers and reports regarding the waterways on the 
Sara-Santahar line and also the copies of the pipers regarding criticisms 
on the proposals of the line from the Katilmr-Godagari railway to the 
point near the mouth of the Baral river and thence to GopalpurP 

( k ) Is it a fact that next to the Sara-Serajganj line, the Santahar- 
Bogra line has been responsible for checking the natural drainage of 
the country ? 


Mr. G. C. DEY: Yes, by overtopping the embankment. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No, provided the quantity of water to l>e drained is not 

abnormal. * 

(d) , (e), (/)» (&)> W, W an( * W T* 16 wll0 * e of the floods 

in Northern Bengal is under inquiry by a Special Committee appointed 
for the purpose whose final report will not be ready till after the rains. 

(/) The time and expense involved in copying all these papers is 
pot commensurate with the object aimed at, specially in view of the 
fact that the subject is still under investigation. 
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Copyi «U end typists of Courts. 

186. Moulvi YAKUINUD0IN AHMED: (a) Witt reference to 

the answer given to unstaned question No. 44 at the January session 
of the Ben^ahLegislative Council, 1922, will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of tn$ judicial Department be pleased to state whether any 
decision has beetf arrived at regarding the improvement of the prospects 
of the copyists and typists ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that the Registrar of the High Court in his 
No. 637-G., dated the 4th February, 1921, stated “ the Hon’ble Judges 
are in favour of the creation of a Provident Fund to which Govern- 
ment should add a bonus ” ? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what decision 
has been arrived at regarding the proposal of the Hon’ble the High 
Court mentioned in (ft) above, and whether a Provident Fund has been 
created, and bow much the Government contribute annually towards 
the bonus? 

(d) If the answer to (r) lx* in Ihe negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state when a Provident Fund for the typists 
and copyists will be created ? 


,^The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: ( a ), (c) and (d) The member 

is inferred to the answers to unstan ed quest ion No. 35 by Shah Syed 
Emdodid Haq. The full details of the scheme have not yet been worked 
out. 

(ft) Yes. 


Alleged enforcement of section 37 (b) of Bengal Aot V of 1919 in 
Tippera District. 

197. Mr. K. G. M. FAROQUI: Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government considering the 
desirability of inquiring whether the provisions of section 37 (b) of the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Aet authorizing the Union Boards to 
impose additional taxation are being enforced in the district of Tippera 
in spite of opposition by the majority of members of the Union Boards 
and the villagers in general? 

«The Hon’ble Sir SUREN DR A NATH BANERJEA: Government 
are informed that no such case has occurred. 

Alleged canvassing by s Government servant for Council slootioa. 

199. Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment (Legislative) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether canvassing for Council election by a 
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person m the Judicial service within the jurisdiction in which he exercises 
Ids power, eithe|by himself or by his son, relations or agents, is allow- 
able under the rules P 



HUMBER in oltargo of APPOINTMENT MLfittLATIVE] 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Abd.ur.Rahim)n$e member is 

referred to the following extract from rule 23 (2) of the Government 
Servants’ Conduct Rules: — 

“ A Government servant, who is a whole-time Government servant, 
may not, by canvassing or otherwise, interfere or use his influence in any 
way, in an election to a legislative council except that he may record a 
vote, if he is qualified to do so, and in that case he should, as far as 
possible, avoid giving any indication beforehand of the direction in which 
he intends to vote.” 


Private medical school at Comilla. 

ISO. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: («)Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government lie 
pleased to state whether be is aware that it is very hard for students from 
Chittagong to get themselves admitted into the Calcutta Medical School? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that an attempt at establish 
ing a medical school in the Chittagong Division was not very effective P 

(c) Is the Ilou’hle the Minister aware that some well-known practi- 
tioners of Comilla have stalled a private medical school from the current 
month P 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of helping the institution in any way or at 
least by affiliating it? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Yes The 

Campbell Medical School is ordinarily intended for students from the 
Presidency and Rajshahi Divisions. 

(b) The question is not understood. 

(c) The Minister understands this to be the case. 

(d) Tbe recognition of medical teaching institutions rests with the 
Medical Council of Bengal, and Government could not give financial aid 
to an institution which is unable to obtain recognition. 

9 

Proposed eotaWtshment of union boor* In Bakarganj. 

188. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of tbe Department of Local Self-Government be plea***} to 
•tate — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the inhabitants of the villages Char- 
khali, Nadmal, Hetalia, Chowaria and Bokhara comprised 
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anions 1 and 4 under the police-station Bhandaria, mihdivi - 
sion Pirojpur, district Bakargan j , have' entsied an emphatic 
protest against the establishment of Union Boards there; 


er it is a fact that there were 685 signatories to the peti- 
o testing against the establishment of Union Boards 
tlierSy and 

(Hi) what has been decided by the Government regarding the estab- 
lishment of Union Boards in those villages? 


The HOft’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) to (Hi) The 
petition refeiTed to does not appear to have been received, but other peti- 
tions to the same effect have been received from the Bakarganj district. 
A reference is invited to the reply given on 17th August, 1923, to starred 
question No. XLVIII put by Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur. 


Works of improvement by Pabna district board. 

191. SHAH 8 YE D EMDADUL H AQ : Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
,. jjti charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
Vtate-* 

(t) how many new tanks have been excavated and old tanks re- 
excavated by the district hoard of Pabna since 1910, stating 
the names of the villages and thanas where, and the dates 
when, and the cost at which, they have been so excavated or 
re-excavated ; 

(ii) how many miles of new roads, metalled and unmetalled, have 
been constructed out of the district board fund since 1880; 

(Hi) how many miles of pre-existing roads were taken charge of by 
the Pabna district board under the Cess Act in 1880; 

(iv) how many miles of such roads are under the charge of the said 
district board at ^present; and 

(v) what is the annual charge for the repairs and maintenance of 
such roads at present P 

*TNe Hon’M. Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (*) to (m) The 

utility of the information desired is in the opinion of Government not 
commensurate with the time and labour, which its compilation must 
involve. 

(iv) A copy of the schedule of public works subject to the control of, 
or vested in, the district board of Pabna, which furnishes some of the 
information asked for, is laid on the Library table, 
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, r '(*) Detailed information in respect of each rood is not available but 
the member is referred to Column 97 6i Form III appended to the Dis- 
trict Board Resolution for 1921-22. 


Pr Motors and places of prayers for Moslem oowVioto. 

192. Moulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whether paid preachers have been appointed for provincial jails in Bengal 
where honorary preachers are not available? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
shady place is set apart in jails in Bengal to allow \he Muhammadan con- 
victs to say their prayers in congregation ? 

The HotfMe Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(6) Under the rules the Superintendent make** the necessary arrange- 
ments regarding the place where prayers should be held. Such places 
are usually sheltered. 


Scale of pay for Government Presses other than Jail Press. * 

193. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: Will the Hon’ hie 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance lie pleased to state 
what scale of pay has !>een sanctioned to the clerical staff of Government 
Presses other than the Jail Press in consideration of the abnormal increase 
in the price Of food-stuffs and other commodities and whether there was 
any condition in sanctioning the same? 

ThS Hoo’We Mr. «l. DONALD: (i) The following are the scales of 
pay sanctioned in 1920 for the clerical establishment of the Bangui Gov- 
ernment Press and its Branch Pmss at Darjeeling in consideration of 
the economic conditions a — 

* 

Bengal Government Frets. 

Scale — 

1 Head clerk— Rs. 250-10-000. 

26 Clerks — Rs. 100 — 10 — 200, 44 — 3—110 and 30 — 2| — 80. 

2 Apprentices — Rs. 25. 

Darjeeling Branch Press. 

Scale — 

1 Clerk — Rs. 50 — 3 — 125. 
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(ii) No conditions were laid down in sanctioning the increased 
rates of pay. n $ 


Salary CarmiohaaT Professor of Ancient Induct History and 
Culture. 

1S4. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTAGHARJls (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
to state from what fund the salary of the Carmichael Professor of Ancient 
Indian History and Culture k paid P 

(6) Is it a fact that he is paid from the sale-proceeds of the Sanksrit 
texts of the Matriculation and the I. A. Examinations? 

(c) Is it a fact that the sale-prooeeds mentioned ini ( b ) are inade- 
quate to meet his salary P 

(i d ) If so, how is the rest of his salary met, and from what fund? 

TI»C Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERS (a) and (b) The salary of the Car- 
michael Professor of Ancient Indian History and Culture in the Calcutta 
University is paid from the surplus sale-proceeds of the Sanskrit Matri- 
culation and Intermediate Courses and the Sanskrit Grammar published 
by the University. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Hunger strike in Hooghly Jail. 

195. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of 
Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the hunger strike amongst the political prisoners in 
the Hooghly Jail has ceased ; 

(it) whether it is a fact that Srijut Ram Sundar Singh of Garbetta, 
a political prisoner, has been on hunger strike since 3rd July 
last; 

(m) whether it is a fact that Ram Sundar* Babu went on hunger 
strike in order to protest against the treatment accorded to 
Srijut Satindra Nath Sen, another political prisoner from 
Barisal ; 

(it?) whether it is a fact that Srijut Satindra Nath Sen was harshly 
treated in the jail and was put in the cell for two months and 
that as a protest for this ; on coming out of the cells he went 
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on hunger strike, whereupon he was further punished with 
standi# handcuffs for 7 days ; m 

whether it is a fhct that on the tenth day of the strike Ram 
Sundar Babu fainted away and that he is since being forcibly 
fed; 

whether it is a fact that Ram Sundar Babu is looking pale and 
has lost 13 lbs in weight and that his condition is at present 
serious ; 


(vii) whether it is a fact that Satin Babu is also being forcibly fed 
after the twelfth day of the strike? 


(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
steps have been taken by the Government to remedy this state of affairs 
in the Hooghly Jail P 


Thu Hon'bte Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (t) Yes. 

(it) He Was, but has now ceased to be, on hunger strike. 

(in) This was the reason given by the prisoner. 

(iv) Satindra Nath Sen was not harshly treated ; he was punished 
with cells for insubordination. Standing handcuffs for 7 days were also 
ordered for insubordination but as the prisoner went on hunger strike 
after the imposition of the punishment for 2 hours the handcuffs were * 
removed. 

(v) The answer is in the negative. 

(rt) He lost 13 lbs. in weight. His condition is not and has never 
been serious. 

(vii) Yes, he was; but as a matter of fact no force was used. The 
prisoner was satisfied so long as the instrument which is used for forcible 
feeding was applied to him. 

(b) In order to restore discipline some of the prisoners have been 
transferred to other jails. 


Alleged desirability of bridge on railway line bet we e n Adatmigh* 
and Naeharatpur. 

196 . Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUOHURIt 

(a) Will the Hon ’hie the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Public Works be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the District 
Magistrate of Bogra in his letter No. 725-1., dated the 25tli April, 1921* 
forwarded to the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, a petition of Umirud- 
din Joardar and dthers of Sbihari and neighbouring villages of Adam- 
dighi for a bridge on the railway line between Adamdighi and Nashs- 
istjwrf 
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(b) Is it a fact that the Agent in his letter dated the 28th Octitber, 
1921, state? that “ our investigation does not showjfehat a bridge is 
necessary ” ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the absence of culverts on a stretch of three 
miles between Santahar and Nasharatpur and consequent obstruction of 
the free passage of water was mainly responsible for the havoc caused 
by the flood P 

(d) Is it a fact that near Adamdighi on the Santahar-Bogra line, 
where th© worst breaches occurred, no waterways existed for a distance 
of three miles P 

Mr. G. G. DEY: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) No. The damage caused by the flood was due to waterways 
being insufficient to pass abnormal floods, the like of which had never 
been experienced since the construction of the Santahar-Bogra Railway. 

(d) The greatest distance between any two existing bridges was 2’8 

miles. • 


New poets created in the Police Deportment. 

197. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing since 1912 up to the 
present date — 

(f) the number of posts created in the Police Department; 

(it) the names of the candidates appointed ; 

(Hi) the date of their appointment; and 

(tv) the amount spent, year by year, on these new posts? 

the Hobble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) The figures on record 
are for 1922. A statement is laid on the table. 

(ii) (Hi) Most of the posts are in the rank of constables. It is not 
jxtssible to snv what men filled the particular additional appointments. 

( iv ) No separate record is kept of this. The total extra expenditure 
j>er annum on account of these posts, calculation being made at present 
day rates of pay, is now about Rs. 26,00,000. 


^itement referred, to in the reply to utistarrcd qvcstidn No. 197 (i) show- 
ing the increase in the police force since 1912. 


Calcutta Police 
Bengal Polioe 


Glutted SttbordiMte officers 

oJBoar*. and mb. 

1 1 (a) 923 fa) 

21(b) 5,470(6) 


5 0T * _(a) of these, the posts of one gaielted officer sod ten subordinate officers end me* ere 
temporary. 

(5) Of these, the posts of 9 gasetted officers and 945 tnbetdinate officers and BMntfte 
temporary. 




QUESTIONS. 


m 



l«UWirtw wnt af • i M ^ wwar y at Niraytnpur. 

m 


1S8a Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURl! («) With reference 
to the answer given to my unstarred question No. 74 at the meeting 
of the 34th January, 1923, as well as to the answer given to my unstarred 
question No. 135 asked at the meeting of the 1st December, 1921, will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the programme 
‘prepared by the District Health Officer “ of the dispensaries to be 
opened ” in the district of 24-Parganas ** in order of their urgency/’ 
together with a copy of the resolution, if any, arrived at by the District 
Board On consideration of the said programme? 


(b) If the District Health Officer’s programme has not 
submitted to the District Board, what are the reasons for wi 
itP 



(c) In* view of the Sanitary Committee’s proposal to establish a 
dispensary at Narayanpur accepted by the District Board of 24-Parganas 
at its meeting held on the 15th July, 1919, and, with reference to the 
District Health Officer’s recommendation as disclosed in the said Gov- 
ernment answer (i.e., answer given to my unstarred question No. 74* 
of the 24th January, 1923), will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased 
to state what steps the District Board propose to take towards the 
establishment of a dispensary at Narayanpur? 


The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Govern- 
ment are informed that the District Health Officer has suggested the 
following programme for the establishment of dispensaries — 


(1) Bhangore. 

(2) Mathurapur. 

(3) Sandeshkhali. 


(4) Saugoro. 

(5) Amdanga. 

(6) Falta. 


*No decision has yet been arrived at by the District Board in regard 
to the programme. As there was delay in forming the present board, 
it has not yet been able to take up the question. The programme has, 
however, been referred by the board to the Vice-Chairman for examina- 
tion and revision. 


(6) The question does not arise. 

(c) Government are informed that in the programme for the estab- 
lishment of dispensaries prepared since 1919, the District Health Officer 
has not suggested any dispensary at Narayanpur. What he has sug- 
gested for this place, along with other places, is a subsidised dispensary. 
As, however, there are other dispensaries not very far off frtm Narayan- 
pur the District Board did not consider the needs ol a dispensary jt 
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this place to be very urgent. They have subsidised one 
at Mofihat and other at Moheshtala. A 



Admission of students into Medical Colleges of Bengal. 

199. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the admission into the Medical Colleges 
in Bengal has been reduced this year and, if so, what is the 
reason of this; and 

whether it is a fact that a certain number of seats have been 
reserved for the Government of Bihar; if so, how many? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Bihar Government contribute anything towards the upkeep of the 
Calcutta Medical College and Hospitals and, if so-, to what amount? 

(c) If the Bihar Government do not make any contributions to the 
Calcutta Medical College and Hospitals, is there any reason why provi- 
sion should be made for students sent by that Government? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: (a) (,) The 

annual admission to the Calcutta Medical College is ordinarily fixed 
at 120 but during the last few years a larger numW of students were 
admitted; 1018-107; 1910—174; 1920—182; 1921—191; 1922—190. 
In the absence of sufficient materials for clinical teaching in Midwifery 
and Gynaecology in conformity with the regulations laid down by the 
General Medical Council of Great Britain, it has been decided to 
restrict the admissions to 120 as provided in the rules till the completion 
of the Extern Maternity Department of the Eden Hospital. 

(if) Twelve seats are reserved for students from Bihar and Orissa. 
The Bihar Government, also nominates six scholars every year. 

(b) The Government of Bihar and Orissa pay a contribution towards 
the upkeep of the Medical College which is proportionate to the numbef 
of students from that Province studying at the College. 

The question does not arise. 


Confinement of constables under suspension. 

900. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
U^e Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
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whUstar ^const^ile in Calcutta when suspended is usually kept in th. 
lock-up at Lai Bakar P 

(b) Will th© Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the rule or circular authorizing this ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state who pays the 
dieting expenses of such constables? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that even after such constable has been sent up to court on a 
specific charge and after he has been ordered to l>e released on bail by 
a competent court he is still kept in confinement in the lock-up and^ 
produced therefrom in custody in court? 

(e) Are the Government aware that the accused policeman 
considerably prejudiced in his defence? 

^ ‘-V 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No. Constables when 
suspended are confined to quarters, viz., barracks at Lai Bazur and are 
not allowed to leave the Lai Bazar compound without permission. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) The constable. 

(d) No. 

( e ) Does not arise. 

Vacancies in the Bengal Judioial Service and the 
probationary scheme. 

201. Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state — 

(?) whether the six vacancies in the existing ctidre of the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial) will soon be filled up; and 

(it) when the probationary scheme in the Judicial service is likely 
to be introduced? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (?) Yes. 

(ti) The matter is still under consideration and has been kept in 
abeyance pending decision on the report of the Retrenchment Committee. 

a 

Muhammadans in the office of the Daooa Nawafa Court if 
Wards Estate. 

202. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ : <<i) Will the Hon”ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the total number of officers of the Dacca Nawab Court of Wards 
Estate as a whole ; * 


27 
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(h) the number of Muhammadan and Hindu bfficers amongst them 
and ^ 

(Hi) the number of Muhammadan and Hindu officers getting salary 
between Its. 5 to Rs. 15 and Its. 15 to Rs. 100 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the application of the qualified Muhammadans 
seldom reach the Manager of the Estate or the Chief Officer? 

(c) Is it a fact that ltai Sahib Har Kishore Biswas is forming a new 
scheme and that according to the new scheme the posts for the Muham- 
madans will be decreased ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps for the redress of this grievance? 

’•i 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The particulars asked for with the exception of the 
Tippera portion of the estate for which information is not yet available 
are given below : — 

(i) One thousand six hundred and twenty-two. 

(it) Hindus (J32; Muhammadans 987^ 

(tit) Information is being collected and will be furnished to the 
member later. 

(b) There is no reason to believe that an application addressed to the 
Chief Manager does not ordinarily reach him. 

(c) A scheme is being prepared for the reorganisation of the estate 
staff. It is probable that some reduction of the staff will be the result, 
but in reduction no discrimination will be made between Hindu and 
Muhammadan employees. 

(d) The question does not arise. 


Honorary Magistrateship, Chandpur. 

203. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
h^ember in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that since the retirement of Babu Radba 

Madhab Sinha, the Bench of the Honorary Magistrates at 
Chandpur has ceased to work for about a year; if so, why; 
* and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that nobody has offered himself as a candi- 

date for Honorary Magistrateship at the Chandpur subdivi- 
sion P 
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(6) Is the llon’ble the Member aware that there are many qualified 
and fit Muhammadans in the Chandpur subdivision who are willing to 
be Honorary Magistrates? 

(c) Are the Government, considering the desirability of appointing 
a Muhammadan as an Honorary Magistrate in the Chandpur subdivision? 


Tho Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: {a) (i) Yes; as there was only 
one Magistrate left and he had not single sitting powers. HiN period 
of office loo has now expired. 

( ii ) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Inquiries will be made as to tho need for retaining a 
Bench here. 


Muktearship examination. 

204. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Depart men t be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Muktearship examination is not going to 
be held in the year 1923? 

(b) If the answer to (a) above is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state why five thousand rupees were pro- 
vided in the current year’s budget to meet the charges of the examina- 
tion? 

j[c) Will tho Hon’ble the Member be plowed to state — 

(f) who is the Secretary of the Board for conducting the Muktear- 
ship examination ; 

(u) how much he is drawing ns his monthly salary; 

(Hi) whether his services are required for any other purposes; and 

( iv ) if so, what are these purposes? 

(d) Is it a fact that the present Secretary of the Board is a Director 
or Governor of the Indian Daily News newspaper? 

( e ) Is it a fact that in Allahabad the Muktearship examination jf 
conducted by the Registrar of the High Court? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of requesting 
the Registrar of the Calcutta High Court to take charge df the Mufciear- 
ship examination provided that the examination is continued? * 

The Hon’We Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The Muktearship examina- 
tion was held on 11th and 12th April, 1923. 

(b) The question does not arise. 
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(c) ( i) t («), («*) and (u>) Mr. Bijan Kuinar Mukerjee, m.a., m.l., 
has been appointed Secretary lor one year on a pay of £a. 100 a month. 
He has no other official duties save what is provided in Notification 
No. 4445 J., dated the 1st August, 1923, published in the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 8th August, 1923. 

(d) No. ^ 

(e) The information is not available here and could not be obtained 
from Allahabad for want of time. 

(/) No. 


Pay and prospects of Assistant Jailors. 

205. Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state — 
(i) the number of jailors and assistant jailors in Bengal; 

(n) the number of Muhammadans; and 

(hi) whether the Muhammadans are few in number; if so, what 
steps have been taken for their recruitment? 

(b) Will the llon’ble the Member be pleased to state when the 
recommendations of the Jail Service Commission regarding the pay of 
the assistant jailors will be given effect to? 

(r) Is it a fact that the assist-ant jailors are dissatisfied with their 
pay and prospects ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving 
effect to the recommendations of the Jail Service Commission regard- 
ing 4he pay and prospects of assistant jailors? 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) ( i ) One hundred and 

four. 

(ii) Twenty-three. 

(fit) Their numbers are given above. Every alternate vacancy is 
now bein# filled up by a Muhammadan. 

(/>) and (d) The member is inferred to the answer given to the 
unstarred question No. 58 asked by Dr. A. Sulira wanly at the July 
session of the Council. 

° (c) It is no doubt a fact that they would like improvements. 

Cudighota Khal at Fuljhuri (Bakarganj). 

208. Madlvt'FAZLAL KARIMS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the tenants of Fuljhuri, police-station 
Barguna, district Bakarganj, under the Court of Wards 
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estate of the &uwab of Dacca, are suffering much owing 
to tte Gudighota khal being open during the season of 
cultmtion ; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the lands on both sides of the khal 
do not yield good crops if the khal remains open ; and 

(iii) whether it is a fact that these tenants applied to the District 
Magistrate for bunds on the hanks of the kluiL? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ hie the Member he pleased to state what 
action, if any, has been taken on the j>etition? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of eonstrueting 
bunds on the banks of the khal at the expense of the estate or from 
money raised by subscriptions from the tenants who are ready to sub- 
scribe if the estate supervise the construction of the bunds ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BU ROWAN: (a) (i), ( 11 ), (in), (b) and (c) The information is being 
collected and will be furnished to the member later. 

Travelling allowances of 8ub-Deputy Collectors and Circle Inspectors 
of Co-operative Societies. 

207. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: J<i) Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state — 

(i) whether the amendment of the travelling allowance rules will 
affect the status of Sub-Deputy Collectors pud (hide tnspec- 
tois of (’o-ojHuative Societies drawing less than Its. 200 ns 
salary ; and 

* r 

(i7) whether it is a fact that the initial pay of those inspector* was 
fixed at Its. 105 only to make them 2nd class officers? 

(b) Will the llon’ble the Member lie pleased to state whether their 
status as 2nd class officers will still be maintained although they are 
getting less than Rs. 200 as salary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) (i) The matter is still under the 
consideration of Government. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) The matter is still under consideration. 

Waiting accommodation for passengers at Kusthia. 

208. Maulvi HAMIB-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of 1‘ublic Works be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Kusthia (Kushtia) station on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway is the meeting place of many trains, 
but there is only one platform. ”* 
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whether it is a fact that the shed er^pld on the platfohn is 
insufficient even to accommodate* mie train at a time; 


(Hi) whether it is a fact that four very important ^trains meet at 
Kusthia at night and that the arrangement of light at this 
station is quite insufficient; and 

(iv) whether it is a fact that passengers including ladies have to wait 
at this station at night for a long time exposed to the open 
air in expectation of trains ? 


(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability of draw- 
ing the attention of the Railway authorities to these grievances for their 
removal P 


Mr. G. G. DEY: (a) (?) Kushtia station is not a junction but a way- 
side station. At the station there is a high level platform and a ground 
level platform connected by an overbridge. The only passenger trains 
booked to cross at Kushtia are 25 Up and 82 Down which arrive and 
leave during the day time, the former arriving and leaving at 9-8 and 
9-11 hours, respectively, and the later at 9-(> and 9-14 hours, respec- 
tively. 

(ii) On the high platform, which is the principal platform at the 
station, there is a shed 150 feet long which extends the width of the 
platform. This shed is considered quite sufficient. 

(???) No passenger trains are hooked to cross at Kushtia at night. 

(iv) The waiting accommodation at the station is ample and consists 
of — 

1st and 2nd class gentlemen's waiting room. 

IsT and 2nd class ladies* waiting room. 

3rd and inter class ladies’ waiting room, 15 feet by 12 feet. 

3rd class passenger shed, 40 feet by 33 feet (adjoining inter and 
3rd class ladies’ waiting room). 

(/>) The question does not arise. 


. Footpath on Hardinge Bridge at Paksey. 

209. Moulvi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state— 

- (t) whether it is a fact that none but persons going to and coming 
from the Paksey bazar arei allowed to pass by the footpath on 
the Hardinge Bridge; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that other pedestrians except those men- 
tioned in (i) above are not allowed to pass by the footpath of 
Hardinge Bridge and have to cross the river by ferry P 
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(i b ) Will the Hnn’hlflhe Minister l*e pleased tm state what is the 
reason for this (fcffereniial treatment ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing* this 
differentiation? 
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Mr. C. C. DEY: (a) ( i ) Yes. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) The Railway Board, for reasons best known to them, have closed 

the footpath to the public. * 

(c) The attention of the Railway authorities will be drawn to the 
subject-matter of this question. 


Specialist Engineer for the construction of Kidderpore Bridge. 

210. Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: (a) Will the Jlon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the oiiginal estimate for the construction 
of the Kidderpore Bridge was between Rs. 8 to Rs. 9 laths? 

(/;) Is it a fact that up to now the cost is about Rs. Id lakhs? 

(r) Is it a fact that an honorarium of Rs. 80,000 was given to 
Mr. Remfrey, Con suiting Engineer? 

(<1) Are the Government aware that Consulting Engineers on similar 
work ordinarily charge a fee of 1 -5 per cent, on steel-work only? 

(e) What were the reasons or the necessity for engaging this 
specialist? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) No, The revised estimate as submitted tri Government stands 
at Rs. 11,90,253 for works only. 

(e) No. The amount paid up to date stands at Rs. 26,602. 

( d ) The usual fee in such cases recognized by the Institution of 
Civil Engineers at home is 5 per cent. 

(c) Paucity of officers and also efficient and expert supervision of the 

work. € 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: With reference to Die answer to 
my question No. 210(c), is Rs. 26,662 the final fee which is tor be given 
to the Consulting Engineer? 

The Hen’Mc the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Yes, that is the final figure. 
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Employees of the Press and Forms Department. 

211. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA B^adur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 
be pleased to state whether it is a facMhat in the year 1914 Government 
mude a condition in the service of the* employees of the Press and bonus 
Department, Bengal ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in accordance with the condition old incumbents 
whose hours of attendance were from 10 a.m. to 5 r.M. received 33 per 
cent, allowance over and above the pay they were then getting for attend- 
ing Jail hours and enjoyed all the gazetted holidays and also leave 
on Saturdays at 2 r.M. ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the men appointed after 1914 get only the Jail 
liplMays and attend Jail hours on the same rate of pay as before? 

W&tfL) Is it a fact that the privilege offered to Press employees as stated 
above has been withdrawn with the revision of their establishment in 
December last? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Press employees have been attending Jail 
hours with no gazetted holidays, with the exception of those given to 
t he prisoners (which are limited to nine days in a year) without any 
allowance for working extra hours? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting the 
employees of the Press and Forms Department, Bengal, the same 
remuneration as they were to receive in 1914 for attending Jail hours 
and loss of gazetted holidays? 

(g) Will the Hon ’hie the Member be pleased to state whether the 
men employed in the Press and Forms Department are classed as Jail 
employees or Press employees? 

(h) Are the privileges given to the employees of the other Government 
loesses also given to the employees of the Press and Forms Department, 
Bengal, and are they given the privileges similar to those given to the 
Jail employees and do they enjoy the same privileges as are given to 
the employees of other Government Presses or are they even allowed 
the same privileges as are given to the employees of the Jail Press? 

(i) Is the lion 'hie the Member aware that grave discontent prevails 
amongst the employees of the Press and Forms Department, Bengal, 
owing to the withdrawal of leave privileges and practical loss of income 
in these days of high cost of living? 

(j) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing tbe 
grievances of the employees of the Press and Forms Department, Bengal, 

. and thereby securing their contentment? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Yes, up till December last, when the pay of tbe whole staff wag 
revised. 
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(d) Yes. The revision of pay sanctioned in December, 1922, was 
subject to the condition that all employees should work according to jail 
hours and enjoy jail holidays only. The men drawing Rs, 70 and below 
were allowed an increase of 10 per cent, and men drawing above Rs. 70 
an increase of 5 per cent, on their actual earning including war allow- 
ance. The men serving under the old conditions thus automatically got 
the benefit of the 83 per cent, allowed to them on their old pay. 

(e) Yes, as a result of revision. The question of an extra allow- 
ance does not arise but in view of the curtailment of the number of 
holidays they are now entitled to If) das s’ casual leave instead of 10 days. 

(/) The member is referred to the answer to clause (d) above. 

(g) Jail employees. 

(h) No, the conditions of employment are peculiar to this for# ot 
Jail Industry and the question of privileges given elsewhere duel not* 
arise. 

(i) amj (/) Representations have from time to time been received. 
Some modification has been made in their working hours with which 
it is understood the employees are contented. 


Report of the inquiry of the pollution of the Hooghly river. 

212. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of tiie Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) when the report of the inquiry on the pollution of the Hooghly 

River will be published; 

(ii) what salary and travelling allowances were actually drawn by 

the officer who conducted the inquiry ; 

(lii) what was the actual work per formed by him in that connection ; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that the said officer had nothing to do with" 

the analytical work ; and 

( v ) whether the investigating officer lias completed the writing of 

his report on the result of his inquiry? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) The Director 
of Public Health is examining the report and it will be published shorfTy. 
Part of the Report is in type. 

(ii) A statement showing the particulars asked for is laid on the 
Library table. 

(in) More than one officer was engaged on the special work. For 
example, a special officer and staff were engaged in making a detailed 
survey of all sources of pollution entering the river, preparing mays 
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showing the situation of these sources of pollution, etc., and another 
officer and staff were employed in making analyses of the river water 
and the various effluents entering the river. The two glasses of work 
were quite distinct. In addition to this, the Director of Public Health 
has had to spend a considerable time in collecting other material, legal 
and otherwise, not made available by the two special engineers and in 
examining the whole literature of river pollution, which is very 
extensive. 

(iv) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(v) Yes. 


Improvements of sanitation and communication of dalpaiguri. 

213. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Will the Hop'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of * Local Self-Government 
be,, pleased to state what steps up till now have been taken 
by Government in the direction of sanitary improvements and in giving 
better facilities for communication to the people of the villages situated 
on the right and left banks of the river Teesta in the district of Jalpai- 
guri, and in this connection will the Minister in charge be pleased to 
lay on the table the comparative statement of the figures showing the 
following facts: — 

(0 the number of existing pucca and kutcha roads in the said 
locality and the length of the same ; 

(ii) the number of pucca wells in the said locality; 

( Hi) the number of rest houses in the said area; and 
(iv) the amount of money spent for each of the above items. First 
in the area on the left bank of the river Teesta (Duars and 
Government Khas Mahal), and secondly, in the area on the 
right bank of the river Teesta (Baikunthapur, Oooch Behar, 
Boda, Clmklnjat and KukinaP 


The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (i) to (Hi) 
It i+ assumed that areas lying east and west, respectively, of the 
Teesta are referred to. A statement is added which gives the neces- 
sary information. 

(iv) No period is stated for which information is required and 
the collection of information for even a short period back would involve 
very considerable labour. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 213 
(i), (it) and (fit). 

I 

(i) The number of existing puoca ami kutcha roads in the said locality 
and the length of the same — 


East of Tkesta. 



Numl*r. 

ro*di. 

UmmUIW 

roMb. 

(a) Public Works Department 

19 

119 7 miles 

40*19 milea 

(b) District Boards ... 

48 

54 it 

384*8 „ 

(c) Khus Mahal 

61 

107 „ 

155*60 „ 


West op Teesta 


(a) Public Works Department 
(K) District Hoard 
(r) Khas*Mahal 


Nil. 

29 27*5 iniloH 298*5 miles 

Nil. 


(tV) The number of puera wells in the said locality — 

East of Teesta. 


(a) Public Works Department 

. Nil. 

(6) District Board 

. 225 

(. c ) Klias Mahal 

. 043 


(а) Public Works Department 

(б) District Board 
(c) Khas Mahal 


West of Tef.sta. 

... Nil. 

153 (Haikunthapur). 
148 (Uhaklajat). 

Nil. 


(in) The number of rest houses in the said area — 


East or Teehta. 


(a) Public Works Department ... 

10 

(b) District Board 

15 

(c) Khaa Mahal 

15 

West 

or Teesta. 

(a) Public Works Department ... 

Nil. 

(L) District Beard 

11 

(c) Khas Mahal 

Nil. 
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Outbreak of cholera in the flood-gffeeted area in North Bengal. 

214. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will hie Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejmrtment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether there was an outbreak of cholera all over 
the flood-affected area in North Bengal during April and May? 

(b) If so, what steps have been taken by Government to put a 
stop to the same ? 

(c) Did the Government send any medical ’officers to that area 
during April and May to treat the cholera cases? 

(d) If so, how many, and how many days were they stationed in 
that locality for treating the patients, and how many patients did 
they treat? 


The Hovt’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) As usually 
happens every year, there was an outbreak of cholera in the districts 
of Dinajpur, Rajshahi, Bogra and Palma. The disease api>ears on 
the whole to havd been most severe just outside the areas that were 
worst affected by the last year floods. 

(b) The prevention of disease in a local area is primarily the 
function of the local authorities. The Assistant Director of Public* 
Health, Rajshahi Circle, however, visited the affected area, and medical 
officers were sent to assist the district boards. Leaflets and posters 
were provided for educational purjmses. Bleaching powder, chlorogen 
and anti-cholera vaccine were also supplied. 

(c) and (d) Seven officers, viz., 4 to Rajshahi, 1 to Dinajpur and 
2 to Pabna were sent in addition to the Assistant Director of Public 
Health who visited the area personally. It is not known how many 
cases of cholera were treated by these officers. The prevention of 
cholera dermis far more upon the disinfection of excreta and soiled 
clothes, the sterilization of water supplies and in inoculation by anti- 
cholera vaccine, than upon the treatment of individual cases of 
cholera. Of the four Sub-Assistant Surgeons sent to Rajshahi on the 
19t^ April, one was relieved on the 17th May, two on the 25th of 
May, and one on the 29th of May. In the case of Dinajpur one 
Sub-Assistant. Surgeon (recruited outside) on the 28th April, worked 
until June 5th. The two Sub-Assistant Surgeons who went to Pabna 
worked there from April 1st to 29th. They worked under the imme- 
diate direction of the district boards under whom they were placed 
and their duties were primarily to check the further spread of the 
disease rather than to treat merely cases of cholera. 
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j^ttendaM* of non-official members of Bengal Legislative Counoil. 

I 

215. BabU NALINI NATH ROYS Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment (Legislative) Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of days on which the Bengal Legislative Council 
sat from January, 1922, to 31st March, 1923; ami 
(t i) the attendance of each of the non-official non-Muhammadan 
elected members during the said period Y 

The Hdft’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (») Ninety-six days. 

(ti) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question AV 2 If) ( it ) 
shotting the attendance of non-official non-Muhammddan elected 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council from January , 7922, to 
31st March , 1923. 

Total number of days 
attended 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 
21 . 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone 
Banorjea, l)r. Pramat banal h 
Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash 
Chandra 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanuu 
Barton, Mr. II. 

Basil, Babu Jatindra Nath 
Bell, Mr. J. W. A. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kisbori Mohan 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tanka Nath 
Chaudhuri, Rai TIarondranath 
Chaudhuri, Sir Asutosh, Kt. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

Cooper, Mr. Charles G. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Das, Mr. S. R. 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran 
Chandra 

De, Rai Bahadur Fanindra Lai ... 
DeLisle, Mr. J. A. 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, 


71 

20 (elected 31-1-1923). 

54 
57 
4G 
87 

2 (elected 22-3-1923). 
90 
35 
90 
45 
80 
38 
8ft 

4 (Vlerted 22-3-1923). 
6«Jt elected 8-3-1922). * 

64 

80 

81 

55 


54 


M.B.B. 
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W f 

JPbtal 

number of days 
ftttended. 

22. Dotty Itai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan . . 

. 87 

23. Dutta, Babu Annada Charan 

. 45 

24. Dutta, Babu Iudu Bliushan 

. 73 

26. Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell 

. 91 

26. Ghatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmuni 

. 13 

27. Ghoae, Mr. D. C. 

28. Ghose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra 

87 

Chunder 

92 

29. Janah, Babu Sarat Chandra 

22 

30. .Jones, Mr. J. A., c.i.e. 

9 (elected on 26-2-1923). 

31. Khan, Balm Debendra Lai 

34 

32. Law, Raja Re shoo Case, c.i.e. 

68 

33 „ Leslie, Mr. L. 

14 (elected on 7-2-1923). 

34 Mallik, Babu Suren dra Nath 

36. Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra 

80 

Chandra 

65 

36. Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath 

83 

37. Morgan, Mr. G. 

28 

* 38. Mukharji, Babu Satisli Chandra ... 

47 

39. Mukherjee, Babu Nifya Dhone ... 

40. Mukhoimdhaya, Babu Sarat 

82 

Chandra 

81 

41. Mulliek, Babu Nirode Behary 

89 

12. Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra 

90 

43. Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

20 (elected on 23-2-1923). 

44. Poddar, Babu Keshornm 

18 

46. Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb 

16 

46. Ray, Babu Bhaliendra Chandra ... 

3 

47. Ray, Babu Surondra Nath 

91 

48. Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar ... 

96 

49. Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai ... 
60. Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brojendra 

75 

Kishor 

61. Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Mnnmatha 

19 

Nath 

54 

62. v Rishi, Babu Rasik Chandra 

63 

63. Rose, Mr. G. F. 

9 on 7-3-1923). 

54. Roy, Bnbu Jogendra Krishna 

r»<* 

55. Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath 

81 

** 56. Roy, Babu Nalini Nath 

57. Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 

78 

Chandra 

8? 

58. , Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh 

96 

69. Roy, Mr, Tarit Bhusan 

48 
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' ToUl number of d»y* 
' attended. 


60. Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan 

Singh ... 95 

61. Roy, Itaja Maniloll Singh, i\i.k. 80 

62. Roy C'haudhuri, Babu Sailaja 


Nath 


42 


63. Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra 

64. Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath 

65. Shakespear, Mr. W. A. 

66. Sinha, # Babu Suren dra Narayan 

67. Skinner, Mr. H. E r 

68. Stark, Mr. II. A. 

69. Travers, Mr. W. L., o.b.e. 

70. Villiers, Mr. F. E. E. 

71. Willis, Mr. Arthur d’Auyers 


72 

80 

4 (elected on 21-5-1923). 
54 
57 
04 

30 

31 (elected on 6-12-1922). 
(elected on 18-4-1923). 


Enrolment for munstfship, 

216. Mr. BIJOYPROSAD 8INGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether 
the eases of the candidates, whose names have been already enrolled, for 
posts of munsifs, and who have exceeded the maximum age-limit of 
29 years, will l>e considered by the Hon’ble the High Court, under the 
new rules, if anyP 

(5) Will the Hon * hie the Member be pleased to state whether the 
names of these candidates have been struck off p 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the flon'hlc the 
Member be pleased to state whether they have been informed of it ? If 
not, why notP 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) New rules have not been 
finally settled; so no information ran be given. 

(b) and (c) This Government have no information. The matter is 
one entirely in the discretion of the High Court. 


Specialist on the construction of the Kidder pore Bridge. 

217. Mr. BMOYPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 

( i ) whether it is a fact that first the work in connection with the 
construction of the new Kidderpore Bridge was entrusted to 
Mr. Addams- Williams but that later on an Anglo-IndiaS, 
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who lmd no European training, was engaged to carry on the 
tfr&rk including th£ duties of making the plpnand estimate 
for the new Bridge ; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the entire supervision was left in his 
hands ? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Mein her be pleased to state — 

(?) whether the original estimate of about Its. 6,50,000 was increased 
after two years to Rs. 8,00,000; and 

(??) whether the present estimate is about Rs. 16,00,000? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons of 
this unusual increase over the original estimate, though the price of 
materials has come down considerably during the last two years? 

(fl) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
original arrangement was that 60 per cent, of the sanctioned expenditure 
would be borne by the Government and the balance 40 per cent, by the 
Calcutta Corporation, the Commissioners of the Port of Calcutta, and the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust? 

(e) Is it a fact that these bodies have refused to pay 40 per cent, of 
the present estimate of Rs. 16,00,000? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) The work was undertaken by the ordinary staff of 
the Irrigation Department, Mr. Addams-Williams being Superintend- 
ing Engineer. The second part of the question is incorrect. Mr. Remfn* 
was engaged to supervise the steel-work. lie has had special training 
in this Work in England. 

(?'?') Only technical supervision of steel-work was left in his hands. 

(b) (?) The original estimate amounted to Rs. 8,26,899 for works 
only. It was not revised after two years. 

0*0 The present revised estimate as submitted to Government amounts 
to Rs. 11,90,253 for works only. 

(r) The original estimate wart prepared in November, 1919, when it 
was impossible to foresee the trend of prices and this estimate did not 
include all the work necessary for the approaches. 

V iff) It was decided in the last agreement, not the first, that Govern- 
ment would bear three-fifths of the total cost, i.e., of 60 per cent, and 
the Calcutta Oorpoiation a?u! Calcutta Improvement Trust (not the Port 
Commissioners) each one-fifth or a total of 40 per cent, of expenditure 
on works only. 

(e) The corporate bodies have raised objections to contributing more 
than the amount of the original estimate on account of the enhancement 
of the original estimate. The matter is still under consideration^ 
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Unhealthy condition arising out of the multiplication 
of embankments. 

218. Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment been drawn to paragraph 2S, page 12, of the fifty-fourth Annual 
Iteport of the Director of Public Health for Bengal, 1921, in which 
a serious condemnation has been made of the “ heedless multiplication 
of embankments ” in the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh in recent 
years “ which has already liegun to show its ill-effects ujh>i\ t he health 
of the people inhabiting these placet* ” ? 

(b) Has the Hon ’hie the Minister also noticed the remarks made 
therein regarding the “ disastrous effects ” of the 44 heedless multi- 
jdication of embankments ” upon the health of the people inhabiting 
the Burdwun and Presidency Divisions? 

(r) Has the Ilon’blo the Minister also noted the remarks which 
have 1 k*cii made in the said report of the ill-effect said to he disastrous 
as foreshadowed on the Presidency of Bengal, and the city and the 
port of Calcutta specially, from the heedless multiplication of the 
embankments in the Burdwun and Presidency Divisions? 

(d) Will the Hon’Idc the Minister be pleased to state whether he 
proposes — 

(/) to ascertain which of the embankments in the districts of 
Ilooghlv and Burdwan have been heedlessly constructed and 
what are the causes of the unhealthy condition of the said 
districts ; 

(n) to take any action to reduce the evil; 

(?n) to ascertain which of the embankments are the worst offenders 
in making the districts of Ilooghlv and Burdwun unhealthy; 
and * 

(fr) to ascertain when and by whom the embankments were con- 
structed P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a), (h) and 
(r) Yes. 

(d) (i) to (tv) Government’s jwdiry in respect of embank- 
ments which affect the public health or magnify the effect of floods 
cannot be determined until the report of the North Bengal Flood 
Committee has been received. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: With reference to sub-clause (*) 
of clause (d), will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to inform me bow 
the report of the Northern Bengal Hood Committee will affect the posi- 
tion of Government in relation to the embankments in the Hooghly and 
Burdwan districts ? • 


28 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Because ft is 
expected that the report will contain general principles, and these 
general principles will be applicable to the general conditions o! the 
embankments in the districts of Hooghly and Burdwan. 

Raja MAN1L0LL SINGH ROY: Will there be any investigation 
by the Committee regarding the embankments in these districts? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It is not for me 

to say whether there will be any invest: i gat ion, but I presume that the 
general principles will be arrived at afler due investigation, and those 
principles will apply to the embankments in those districts. 


Prioe of quinine. 

210. Raja MANILOLL 8INGH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware that the 
high price of quinine prevents poor people suffering from malaria taking 
the drug in a sufficient quantity as a preventive and curative agent 
against malaria? 

(6) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will he be pleased to 
state what steps, if any, he proposes to take to cheapen the price of the 

drug? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The Minister 
is of opinion that the high price of quinine is undoubtedly the most 
important factor in limiting its use. 

(b) The price of quinine is fixed by economic factors, which the 
Minister cannot control. 

Government cannot sell it at less than its market value, which the 
supply and demand in other parts of the world help to fix. Government 
have granted, roughly, Its. 50,000 to local bodies in the current year for 
the purchase of quinine to be distributed from their dispensaries. The 
Legislative Council has voted an additional grant in the present session. 
There has recently been some reduction in the price of quinine. 


Alleged oppression on pilgrims at Tarkeswar. 

220. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what 
are the true facts regarding the rumour of alleged zulum practised on 
pilgrims at Tarkeswar? 

(6) km any special police arrangements made every year during 
rgifos to protect pilgrims at Tarkeswar? 
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The Hoit’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) No complaint of oppres- 
sion on pilgrin|9 at Tarkeswar has been made to Government or to the 
local authorities either at the police-station or before a Magistrate. 

(b) Yes, a guard of 2 head constables and 20 constables of the reserve 
force, with certain additions from other districts, is sent to Tarkeswar 
every year during the two principal mrhis , the “ Shiva Ratri ” and the 
** Chaitra Sankranti.” 


# Employees of the Press and Forms Department. 

221. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTAC^Rdl : (<t) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 
he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Press and Forms 
employees who had formerly to attend office from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
were made* to work in jails hours from (> a.m. to 5 r.M. under certain con- 
ditions made in the year 1914? 

( b ) Will the Tfon'ble the Member he pleased to lay on the table 
copies of the papers relating to those conditions? 

(c) Are the employees still enjoying all the privileges^ If noti 
why not? 

(d) Is it a fact that thev enjoyed all the gazetted and local holidays 
like the ministerial staff of the office of the Inspector-General of Prisons, 
Bengal? Are they enjoying the same now? If not, when and under 
what circumstances have they been deprived of the privileges? 

( e ) Is it a fact that.the number of jail holidays has been increased 

from three to nine days in a year and in view of which the daily work- 
ing hours of the convicts have also been increased? _ 

(/) If so, will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
the employees who have ln»en deprived of all the holidays in accepting 
the insufficient scale of jmy have to work extra hours? 

(g) Is it a fact that previously the Press and Forms employees* had 
to work from 11 a.m. to 5 r.M. and only the men who had urgent work 
in their hands were required to work overtime for which they used to 
get overtime allowances? If so, why at present have all the n^n 
(clerks) to work from 6 a.m. to 5 P.M. like all other classes of men 
of the Press ? 

(h) Will the ITon’hle the Meml>er be pleased to state whether this 
is an economical arrangement ? 

(t) Is it a fact that the clerks of the Bengal Secretariat Press and 
other Government Presses have not to work the same number of hours 
as the other classes of the employees ? m 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Prior to 1914, the 
Press and Forms were separate departments each linger a different 
controlling officer. In 1914, the two departments were amalgamated 
and the hours of attendance, which under the old system were from 
10 a.m. to 5 r.M. with overtime allowance for the technical employees 
attending in the mornings, were found to be unsuitable. The labour 
employed was convict labour only, and it was very essential in the 
interest of the department and the work that all the paid hands should 
also attend the same hours as the convicts. 

(h) The conditions laid down in the Government Order were — 

(1) that jail working hours be introduced in the Press; 

(2) that the system of granting overtime allowance be abolished; 

(3) that the pa^^of the existing staff be increased by approximately 

33 per cent, of their pay; future appointments being made 
at the old rate of pay ; 

(4) that the existing staff should continue to enjoy all gazetted 

holidays, half-holidays on Saturdays, 10 days’ casual leave 
and other leave under the Civil Service Regulations; and 

(5) that future incumbents should enjoy only jail holidays, 

15 days' casual leave and other leave in accordance with the 
Civil Service Regulations. 

(c) and (d) The working of the department was still unsatisfactory 
in so far as the work done on holidays was practically nil, because the 
convicts had practically no one to supervise them on those days. 
Accordingly, when the pay was revised in December, 1922, the revision 
was subject to the condition that all employees should work according 
to jail hours and enjoy jail holidays only, but with 15 instead of 10 days’ 
casual leave in the year. Those who had received the advantage of 
hti increase of pay in 1914 retained this ndvantnge. Their hours have 
now been slightly modified. 

(**) The number of jail holidays has been increased from 3 to 9, 
but the daily working hour has not been increased. As a result of the 
notification referred to above, they have now to work eight hours daily. 

(/) Yes, over the whole year, but the pay was increased on that 
condition and is not insufficient. 

(ff) See the above answers, 
f (h) Yes. 

(i) The conditions of this industry, which is a jail industry, are 
entirely different from those of other Presses. 

Alipore Jail Press and Forms Department. 

222. tyfcu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI: (a) Will the 
Fon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
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pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately ihef ntiiriber 
of men appoint^ under the old and new conditions in the— - 

(1) Alij)ore Jail Press; and 

(2) Forms Department? 


(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the convicts working in the Forms Department are 
literate or illiterate; 

(it) whether they have to work as coolies; and 

(in) how many such convicts are sent there daily and what sort of 
work they have to do? 


(c) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the employees of the Forms Deimrtment who require convict 
labour; and 

(if) how many of these employees are men appointed under — 

(/) old conditions; 

(2) new conditions? 

* 

(d) Will the Hon' hie the Member be pleased to lay an the table n 
statement showing the number of employees working in the Jail Prtss 
as elerks with their designation, educational qualifications and pay? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The statement is 
given below : — 

Number of men on old conditions: Press — 31; Forms — 42. 

Number of men on new conditions: Press — 20; Forms — 9. 

(b) (i) Illiterate. 

(if) Yes. 

(hi) Thirty convicts are sent to the Forms Branch daily and they 
assist the clerks issuing the forms and the despat cliers in currying 
forms for the racks and in packing ready for despatch. 

■ (c) (i) Thirteen. 

(ii) (1) Eight. 

(2) Five. 

These men cannot work independently of the other clerical stafii 
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CUrkf. Grade. 

Ks. 

1 125 — 5 — 150 

1 80-4 — 120 

7 44 — 3 — 1 10 

8 30 — 24 — 80 


Apprentice*. 

2 25 each 


Educational qnaUleation 


Entrance standard Head clerk and 
Accountant. 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

1 B.A. standard. 

1 I. A. standard. 

1 Matriculate. 

5 Entrance standard. 

2 l.A. standaid. 


Inoonvenienoe of passengers at Madaripur. 

223. Khan Bahadur Maulvi RAHMATJAN CHOUDHURY: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in ('barge of the Marine Department be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that there is a want of sufficient 
lights at the very important transhipment station of Madaripur, where 
tile steamers come in and .go out during the night? # 

(b) Is it a fact that there have been serious accidents, such as falls 
into the river which might lead to loss of life? 

(c) Is it a fact that owing to the irregular plying of steamers the 
passengers are detained there for 24 hours or more and that thus the 
rush of the passengers becomes very great ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that theffe is no waiting 
room for the 1st and 2nd class passengers or even a suitable shed to 
accommodate the rush of other passengers? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the want of an urinal 
has been a source of serious inconvenience to the passengers specially 
to the ladies? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Rivers Steam Navigation Company to the grievances 
of the passengers due to want of accommodation and the absence of 
an urinal ? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) The recognised transhipment 
centre is Churmuguria and only in the exceptional event of a steamer 
breakdown are passengers asked to transfer at Madaripur. There are 
anlj>le lights at Madaripur station. 



1923 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


427 


(b) There is no record of any accident, slight or serious. 

( c ) The steJbier service is exceptionally regular, there is no avoid- 
able delay to passengers and the accommodation is ample for the 
passengers concerned. 

(d) There is no separate accommodation for 1st class passengers 
but a modern type of rest-house is provided with separate provision for 
males and females. There is also a dak bungalow at Madaripur. 

(e) and (/) There is noSirinal but the necessity for it does not 
exist for passengers are not greatly delayed. 


Madaripur-Tarpasha Express steamer servioe. 

224. Khan Bahadur Maulvi RAHMATJAN CHOUDHURY: 

(a) Will the Hou’ble the Mem Iter in charge of the Marine Department 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that the mail steamer service 
between Madaripur and Tarpasha, known as Madaripur-Tai pasha 
Express steamer, which carried inward and outward Calcutta mails, 
inward Chittagong mail and outward Dacca mail, and which accord- 
ing to the scheduled time is due at Madaripur at 2 i\m., generally 
arrives there at about 4-30 P.M. and sometimes even at 7 a.m.? 

(b) Is the Hnn’ble the Member aware that this causes a delay in 
the delivery of the mails by about 14 hours and 11 hours, respectively, 
to the serious inconvenience of the public? 

(c) Is it a fact that the delay is due to the fact that the Company 
care lqore for goods traffic than for passenger or mail traffic and detain 
the Express mail steamer at almost every station for an unlimited 
time for loading and unloading goods? 

( d ) Will the Ilon’blc the Member be pleased to state whether he 
can say what justification the Company have for the irregular plying 
of the steamer, especially in view of the fact that there is another 
steamer plying between Madaripur and Tarpasha, known as the 
Madaripur-Tarpasha inter-steamer and which may be used for goods 
traffic without any inconvenience to the public? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Rivers Steam Navigation Company to the grievatitas 
of the public due to the irregular plying of the Express steamer? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. <1. DONALD* (a) The Tarpasha-Madaripur Express 
steamer is scheduled to arrive at Madaripur at 4-15 p.m. and not at 
2 p.m. The vessel seldom arrives at Madaripur later than 16-30 hours. 

(b) No delay occurs in the delivery of mails at Madaripur. 

(c) This is not correct. 
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(d) and (e) These questions do not arise in view of the regular 
running of the service. i 


Administration arrangements of A$anaol subdivision. 

225. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government Tiave come to any decision 
with regard to the administrative arrangements of the Asansol sub- 
division? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state whether the 
dismemberment of Burdwan is contemplated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : (a) It has been decided 
that the present arrangements by which a Sub-Judge exercising the 
powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge is stationed at Asansol, shall 
be retained. As regards the administration of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act, Government have no intention of reversing the present 
arrangements under which the Asansol Local Board enjoys as a special 
case a considerable measure of independence under the Burdwan 
District Board. Tn the event of the local boards being abolished under 
a consolidating Bill in amendment of the Local Self-Government Act, 
1885 , it would be possible to make a special provision in the Bill so 
as to enable the Asansol Local Board to continue to enjoy its present 
independence without ignoring the rights of the Burdwan District 
Board. 

(b) The question of dividing the district of Burdwan is not ifnder 
the consideration of Government. 


Cun licenses to cultivators of Bhagawangola. 

226. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the IIonTde 
the Member in charge of the Police Department lie pleased to state 
how many licenses for arms (guns) have been granted to the cultivating 
raiyats under thana Bhagawangola by the District Magistrate of 
Mui^hidabad according to the standing Government orders, under 
Forms XIV and XV, which are specially intended for the cultivators 
for protection of themselves and of their crops from the ravages of 
leopards and other wild animals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: No licenses in Form XIV 
and one licouse in Form XV. The licenses issued are almost all in 
Form XIII. 
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The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral TrafRo BIN, 1923. 
(Further consideration). 

Clause 12. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’bte Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Tho question 

is that clause 12 stand part of tho Bill. 

Tho following motion standing in tho namo of Rai Niharan Chandra 
Das Gupta Bahadur was, in tho absonoo of the member, deemed to be 
withdrawn 

“ That in olauso 12, line 1 . after tho word ‘ jx'rson ' the words ‘ other 
than the mother ’ bo inserted.*' 

Tho following motion standing in tho name of Khan Bahadur Muulvi 
Wasimuddin Alimod was, by leave of the Counoil, withdrawn. — - 

“ That* in clause 12, line 8, after tho word ‘ imprisonment’ tin* 
words * of either description ’ 1 h‘ insoitod.” 

Tho following motion standing in the namo of Rai Mahondra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur was, in tho absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn ; — 

“ That in clause 12, penultimate line, for the word ‘ three ’ the 
void 4 two ’ he substituted.” 

The motion that clause 12 stand part of the Bill was then put und 
agreed to. 


New Clause 12 A. 

The following motions were, in the absence of the memliers, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: ‘ That after clause 12 the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

‘ 12A. Any jierson who abets the commission of any offence under 

this Act shall bo punished according to the general provision 

of abetment of offences in the Indian Penal Code.’ ” 

© 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: - That after clause 12 tyo 
following be inserted, namely : — 

4 12 A. When an\ police officer in charge of a police-station or 
above the rank of sub-inspector has roasoi to believe that 
any woman or girl in resjiect of whom an offence punishable 
under sections 9, 10, II or 12 has been or is being committed, 
is living in a house or part of a house he shall immediately 
make a report to the Commissioner of Police and may with lya 
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previous sanction, enter such premises for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether an offence punishable qpder sections 9, 
10, 11 or 12 has been or is being committed/ ” 

Clause 13. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 13 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The following motions were, in the absence of the members, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAs ‘ That in clause 13, line 2, 
after the words ‘ first class ’ the words ‘ of seven years’ standing ' be 
inserted.” 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW: “ That in clause 13, line 3, after the 
word ‘ sections ’ the figure ‘ 5 ’ be added.” 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That in clause 13, line 3, 
after the word and figures ‘ and 12 ’ the words ‘ or abetments thereof ’ 
be inserted.” 

The motion that clause 13 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 14 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIERS: I move that in clause 14 — 

(/) in line 1, the word, figures and letters “ 68B and 72A,” 

(n) in line 3, the word, figures and letters “ 41A and 43A ” be 
omitted, and 

(iii) before the figures and letters “ 43B ” and 17B,” respectively, 
the word “ and ” 
be inserted. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: T accept the amendment.^ 

^The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 14, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 15. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 15 stand part of the 

BUI. 
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Babu 8URENORA NARAYAH. 8INHA: I move that clause 15 be 
renumbered ae clause 15 (1) and that after that jub-clause as renum- 
bered the following be added, namely : — 

" ( 2 ) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) the 
girl, if she is so willing, shall be allowed to go to her parents 
or other relatives, who may appear to take the girl back 
home, if such persons produce an affidavit sworn to before a 
Presidency or a District Magistrate, as the case may be, bear- 
ing out such relationship/* 

The purpose which induced me to propose this amendment is that it 
has always Been found to so happen that in many instances innocent and 
simple village girls are decayed and seduced by wily procurers and pro- 
curesses, falling an easy prey to the extravagant hopes of future pros- 
perity and pretentiously false allurements of the latter. After a few 
days* stay in the brothels they realize their true position and find them- 
selves ob Jbe threshold of loathsome vice. They l**gin to regret the 
step they have taken and feel repentance and compunction for what they 
have done. They become desjjerately anxious either for rescue or for a 
way of escape. For this type of girls who are extremely anxious to 
retrace their steps and want to be rescued and restored to their parents 
or guardians, 1 have proposed the amendment, which provides for their 
restoration to their parents and guardians. Such girls, on being rescued 
fiom the brothels, should he asked if they are willing to go to their 
parents or guardians, as also their names and addresses. When parents 
or guardians, either of their own accord or on intimation being given 
them of The fate of their abducted girls, appear to take the girls hack, 
the girls should l>e restored and allowed to go with them. Hut a proof 
of bona fide relationship should be produced for the satisfaction of the 
authorities. 

Witlfthese words I commend the amendment. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN; I think this amendment ought to 
be accepted by this ITouse. In many cases it appears that girls are kid- 
napped or otherwise induced to come from the mufassal to Calcutta, 
and when they find in Calcutta that they have no occupation by which 
they could live, it sometimes becomes impossible for them to communi- 
cate with their relatives, and if proceedings are taken under the provi- 
sions of this Act as enacted, it seems that no power is given to the police 
whereby the girl may be allowed to return to their parents or to tlfbir 
relatives. This is the principle which this amendment seeks to introduce 
in the Bill. There is only one portion to which I would draw the atten- 
tion of Government, that if Government thinks that this amendment 
should be accepted, I would ask permission to make some verbal changes 

in the amendment. This amendment says : “ if such j>ersons 

produce an affidavit sworn to before a Presidency or a District Magis- 
trate . . and I would make it a little stronger and say “ if such 
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persons prove to a Presidency or a District Magistrate, as the case may 
be ” Simply producing an affidavit may not he to the interest 

of the girl, as any person may come forward and produce an affidavit 
sworn to before a Diffcidct Magistrate or a Presidency Magistrate. Such 
persons should be made to prove that they bear the relationship which 
they allege the girl bears to them. 


The Hoft’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : Bubu Debi Prosad Khaitan 
has sought to remove a weak Hj)ot from this amendment, namely, that 
an affidavit is to be accepted &s proof of relationship. He proposes that 
the onus of proving the relationship should lie on the applicant. In this 
country, I think, the House is aware, it would be practically impossible 
to prove relationship in these cases. There is another objection to this 
amendment, that if discretion is given to the Court to allow any relative 
to come forward with an affidavit and persuade the girl to return, then 
it w'ould lead to very dangerous results. In nine cases out of ten the 
prostitute would come forward with an affidavit, and in nine cases out of 
ten she will induce the girl by threat or otherwise to return to her. It 
is desirable that minor girls under 1G should bo saved even from their 
relatives. Suppose the prostitute is in reality the mother of the girl 
are wo then to allow tho girl to return to her. Surely the mother 
should not bo allowed in such cases to come forward and take back the 
girl. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Whv not give the Magistiate a 
discretion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: This amendment does not do 
so. It says the girl shall l>e allowed to go. No discretion is given to 
the Magistrate. I think Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan is under a mis- 
apprehension in supporting this amendment, which is quite unnecessary. 
What he is really thinking is that the girl must be sent to a place of 
detention such as an industrial home or an orphanage. If he will 
look at clause G (2a) of the Bill, he will find that if the girl be under 
1G years of age, provision is made for such girls being placed in suit- 
able custody. There is nothing to prevent the Magistrate from allow- 
ing^ bona fide relative to take away the girl. Therefore I think the 
point which it. is intended to make in this amendment is already there 
and the amendment is in itself a dangerous one. Therefore I trust 
the House will reject it. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The motion that clause 15 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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New Clause 15 A. 

8HAH SYBD EMDAOUL HAQ moved that* after clause 15 the 
following he inserted, namely: — 

15A. If any contagious disease such as syj^iilis attack the pros- 
titute she shall not he allowed to carry on her business until 
she is cured. If at the time of her disease, she carries on 
the business of a prostitute, she shall l>e punished with 
imprisonment which may extend to six months or with tine 
which may extend to five hundred rupees. M 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: I npi>ose the 'amendment. It is irrele- 
vant and does not come within the purview' of the Bill. The object of 
the Bill is not to go al>out examining prostitutes whether they have 
syphilis or other diseases. It is simply for the protection and rescue of 
minor girls that this Bill has been introduced. 

The inption was put and lost. 


Clause 16. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 16 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The follow ing motions were, in the absence of the members, deemed 
to be w ithdrawn : — 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW: ‘ T hut in clause 16 before Hub-clause 
(a) the following he inserted, namely: — 

i (]<t) prescribing fees to be paid and the procedure to lie followed 
upon applications made under sub-section (5) of section 5/ ” 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: “ That clause 
16(a) he omitted,” 

The motion that clause 16 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the preamble stand part of 
the Bill. • 

Protestor 8. 0. MUKHERJI: I move that in line 3 of the preamble 
the words “ and of the practice of solicitation ” he omitted. 

In view of the dropping of clause 4, these words are no longer 
required and they may be omitted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that the preamble, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

c 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I move that the Bill, as settled in 
Council, be passed. In doing so I wish to take this opportunity of 
expressing my sincerest gratitude to Government for its attitude. The 
attitude of Government has been not only one of benevolence, but one of 
active sympathy and hearty co-operation. This Bill will be regarded as 
an important piece of social legislation which will go a great way to- 
wards eradicating this evil if it is only backed by the whole-hearted 
support of the public at large. The citizens of Calcutta have a solemn 
and arduous duty to perform. Rescue homes and industrial homes 
should be established at the earliest possible moment for the reception 
of helpless minor girls who are rescued from brothels under the opera- 
tion of this Bill. The Calcutta Vigilance Association, the Bengal Social 
Service 1/eague, the Bengal Missionary Conference and similar bodies 
are expected to take up the question in all seriousness and with as much 
expedition ns possible. Tt is a matter of congratulation that the Calcutta 
Corporation has taken up a most sympathetic attitude towards this 
Bill, and the Chairman of the Corporation, an ardent social reformer 
himNelf, has most heartily supported this measure. There has been a 
feeling in certain quarters that the police will abuse their powers. The 
police will not dare do so if the public keep a vigilant eye and watch 
things closely. Some of my friends in the Council are grieved because 
whipping has been retained as a punishment in some of the sections of 
the Bill. Personally T have very great sympathy with them, hut as there 
was a sharp division of opinion in the Council, I was advised to leave it 
to the corporate judgment of the Council. We are all proud of 
Calcutta, the second city of the Empire, the magnificent City of Palaces, 
the emporium of trade and commerce, the meeting place of the East and 
the West, the birthplace of democratic ideas and ideals, the nursery 
ground of Indian statesmen. We want to see Calcutta a clean city, 
purged of the cess-pools of vice and moral plague-spots which have so 
sadly marred and disfigured her. I hope and trust that this legislation 
will prove a real blessing, not only to Calcutta, hut to the whole of 
Bengal. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amombnent) Bill, 1928. 

Major HA 88 AN SUHRAWARDY s I move that the Bengal Cruelty 
to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1923, as introduced by me, be taken into 
consideration. 
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The barbarous and wanton acts of cruelty towards the lower animals 
daily seen in the streets of Calcutta prompted me in July 1921 to move 
two resolutionslfor the prevention of cruelty to ahimals and the reduc- 
tion of the size of those unwieldy bullock and buffalo carts peculiar to 
Calcutta and Howrah. I pointed out the difficulty of reclaiming by 
educational influences the hard-hearted carters and others who live and 
thrive on cruelty to animals. Relief lies therefore only through legis- 
lation. Government passed a Bill in 1920, but for some unknown 
reasons the act has not been brought into force and we are still work- 
ing under the old Act of 1809. The present Bill projxwea to amend 
both the Acts of 1869 and 1920. The scope of its operation will be the 
same as thftt. of the previous Acts. 

I submit that the punishments at present in vogue under the Acts in 
operation are entirely inadequate to check cruelty to animals. Indeed 
in many instances it pays the owner or the perm it ter of fhe offence to 
overload, under-feed and overwork the draught animals and suffer in 
consequence the usual small fine which is inflicted upon them on convic- 
tion, than to engage a sufficient number of carts and animals to carry 
only a specified load. The owners and permitters of cruelty, such as 
the sirdars and loaders who are entrusted with the removal of merchandise, 
remain safe outside the law. The carter or the servant as the perpetrator 
of the offence alone is prosecuted and convicted. The punishment is a 
fine, which, on account of the humble position of the carter, is usually 
slight. Even this does not affect him, as his master makes it good to 
him. Is it not a paradox that in a country like India, where the cow 
is regarded as a deity by the Hindus, where compassion towards dumb 
animals is a part of the religious duty of many, where disputes over the 
slaughter of cows are settled by the sacrifice of human lives, yet in this 
same country, the bullocks should be subjected to the slow torture of 
being killed by inches, by being under-fed and overworked and allowed 
to succumb steadily under the cruel treatment of merciless farters? 

The practice of commercial firms paying by contract for the removal 
of goods per ton of material is taken advantage of by unscrupulous con- 
tractors who overload their carts and work them with overworked and 
under-fed emaciated animals and make money bv their cruel prartiees. 
It is a profitable business, and they easily pay off the small fines or, more 
often, they manage altogether to evade the law by a judicious and regular 
distribution of subsidy. Hindu and Jain, Marwari and Bhatia merchants, 
who have great regard for the cow, do not realize that this contact 
system helps perpetration of cruelty to animals which work so patiently 
for mankind. Where is the consistency in our Hindu brethren object- 
ing to the slaughter of cows and at the same time countenancing and 
actually aiding and abetting in killing the bullocks by inches? 

Bad and cruel as the practice of overloading, overworking, under- 
feeding, ill-treating and cruelly beating the unfortunate draught animals 
may be, there is a still more reprehensible practice which is carried op to 
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an alarming extent in and around Calcutta. I refer to the disgusting 
and cruel practice of phooka. I shall not describe the revolting details 
of this wicked prqcti&e. I can only say that it is a forcing process which 
temporarily increases the amount of milk obtained from the cow, but it 
drains the animal dry in about six months and renders it sterile as the 
operation destroys certain reproductive organs. Under the strain of this 
forcing process 'thf* milk is occasionally tinged with blood and debris 
from the udders, and it thus endangers tbe purity of our milk supply, 
lender its pernicious effect a perfectly good milch cow is turned into- a 
useless mass of skin and bones which the owners sell to the butchers. 
My friend, Babu Amtilya Dhone Addy, who has always been pressing 
for interference of municipalities in order to prevent the slaughter of 
cows, will see how the milk-supply is definitely decreased by this widely 
prevalent abuse amongst the Hindu community. The Cow Preservation 
League states that about five thousand cows are daily subjected to this 
evil practice in and around Calcutta. This means that annually 18 lakhs 
of milch cows and prime cows, which would have given birth to calves 
and increased both the milk-supply and the number of cattle, are rendered 
sterile by the process of phooka and arc doomed for the slaughter-house. 
Those Hindus who do not help in suppressing this wicked practice, seem 
to me morallv responsible for decreasing the quantity of pure milk- 
supply and for increasing the alarmingly large number of dry cows which 
are sold to the butchers. Both sentimental and economic reasons should 
therefore prompt, our Hindu friends to take efficient measures for stop- 
ping this dangerous and cruel practice. The only punishment for this 
great evil according to law is a fine, and it ranges from Rs. 4 to Rs. ft. 
Section G of the Aid of 1910 provides for heavier fines. But will only 
fines, however big, ever stop this practice? I a maf raid not. Who are 
the persons on whom the majesty of the law descends? It is a poor 
Uriya or a low caste Dosad or Chanmr. He is the hireling who is em- 
ployed for doing this dirty work on Iwluilf of the prosperous owners of 
cows and of the sheds, who sit safely at home and obtain their fat in- 
come and can well afford to pay any fine likely to he inflicted for the 
illegal doings of their hirelings. Even if you put the offender to prison 
it will not altogether stop the evil, because a lmd character or budmash 
could be engaged to gladly commit the offence and he prepared to take 
the consequences. I maintain, Sir, that the fear of confiscation of the 
animal on which cruelty is perpetrated and the fear of imprisonment of 
the owner and abetter are the only effective means of stopping phooka. 
In my capacity ns a trying Magistrate I have in cases of severe ill-treat- 
ment ordered the animals to be sent to the Veterinary Hospital for 
treatment and pro] ter feeding at the expense of the owner. This ensured 
the badly-needed rest and sufficient food for the animals, and at the some 
time touched the pockets of the owners. This method of punishment 
acted as a better deterrent than a heavy fine. It is therefore obvious that 
if, in addition to the liability of a temporary loss of the use of the animal 
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while in hospital, the risk of permanent confiscation stares the owners 
in the face, thf evil will be greatly reduced, all habitual cruelty 
is proved, the owner, and not his servant only, should be punished. If 
we really desire to suppress pfwoka , we should adopt sure methods and 
effective means for stopping it. These seem to me to Iw sending the 
animal to be detained jjd hospital at the owner’s expense and confiscation 
of the animal if cruelty is proved, and imprisonment Of both the owner 
and the man caught in the practice of phooka if habitual cruelty is proved. 
The wide prevalence of phooka is not only due to defective measures of 
punishment, but also to the difficulty of its detection. In every cow- 
shed where* this practice goes on, there is a number of careful scouts 
who are watching the approach of detective officers of the Calcutta 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. They close all doors 
and windows, and defy the law of cruelty to animals by taking the pro- 
tection of the law of trespass. It seems highly desirable that facilities 
should be provided to the agents of the Calcutta Society for tho Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals and other authorized persons to enter at all 
times those cow-sheds, the owners of which are suspected of contra- 
vention of the law. Detection must be made easy, or else no satis- 
factory result will come out by only legislating for inflicting hard 
punishments. It is certain that unless with deterrent punishments 
facilities for detection of the offence are provided, no satisfactory 
results for the prevention of phooka will come out of this legislation. I 
trust that the House and Government will take this Bill with the same 
benevolent spirit that they took the Bill for the suppression of immoral 
traffic. This also has a bearing on the physical growth of our nation. 
My friend, Babu Amulya I)hone Addy, has been pressing for the pre- 
vention of slaughter of cows for the improvement of the milk-supply 
and I look forward for bis support in this serious milk problem. It 
was truly said by Her late Gracious Majesty, Queen Victoria that no 
civilization is complete which does not include the dumb and defence- 
less of God’s creatures within the sphere of its charity and mercy. 

I am sorry on account of illness I could not attend the meeting of 
the duly session and this Bill could not be moved for consideration either 
by Mr. Villiers or Babu Debi Prosad Kbaitan; therefore it is too late 
now to refer it to a Select Committee und then to bring it up for debate 
in this Council. Therefore I am now introducing it to this House and 
trust that it will, without being referred to a Select Committee, be 
uccepted by this Council. 

With these few words I move the Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr. 4. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I rise to support this Bilk 
This is a countjry that is before all things and above all things religious. 
How vividly that impression is driven home to the newcomer. On 
my arrival in this country when I travelled by river, I was struck by 
the numerous shrines and altars that lined the banks of the rivers, %nd 

29 
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when I went by road I found the highways also lined by altars and 
shrines. Wherever $rou go, you find trees, rivers, cities sanctified by 
some past visitation of a favourite god. Implements of husbandry are 
consecrated before use, to him who gives the increase, and become 
objects of worship, and by no means the least useful of these to the 
agriculturist and the labourer is the bullock. To me, Sir, it has ever 
been a problem — a problem to which I cannot find a solution — of how 
such a religious and kindly hearted people can allow the animals, 
that are of such use to them and that bring them profit, to be so 
terribly abused. 

I have seen these poor dumb animals wearily pulling much over- 
laden bullock carts, staggering along in the broiling sun, being 
whipped, thrashed, and having their tails cruelly twisted urging them 
on to do a task that is beyond them. Poor animals, staggering on 
without retaliation, trying to do what is beyond them, until fre- 
quently they drop down dead under the strain. Then I think of the 
great Buddha giving his body to the famished tigress, and I wonder, 
how these people with such traditions can do, or allow to be done, 
such torture and cruelty to dumb, defenceless animals. 

The drivers of motor cars are licensed, the drivers of ticca gharries 
are licensed, and why are the drivers of bullock carts not licensed Y 
They should have a license the same as others. It is not sufficient for 
the carts to be numbered by the municipality. You frequently see 
the numbers upside down and disfigured, so that they cannot be seen. 
Now, Sir, just one word on what perhaps is the vilest form of cruelty 
to animals I have ever heard of, called phoolca, performed on a cow, 
so that a dastardly owner may reap more profit by his cow giving 
'more milk. To one coming from the motherland, such a thing is 
inconceivable, and one would naturally imagine it has only to b© 
brought, prominently before the public, to have a law passed that will 
stop this vile, hideous, loathsome, and repulsive practice. More 
opportunities must be given to the inspectors of cruelty to animals to 
bring these vile wretches to book. These inspectors have the utmost 
difficulty in getting at these culprits. The law does not permit them 
to go inside the cow-sheds, and it is only by scheming and devising 
methods that these culprits are occasionally discovered and brought to 
court, and when all this trouble has been taken, the Magistrate will 
iepoa* a fine that is not sufficient io act as a deterrent. The inspectors 
ought to have the right — they aught to have the power — to imprison 
the offender and confiscate the animal. As a rule, it is the menials 
who are punished, and the owners, who reap the extra profit for this 
vile act, go freo. 

The Act of 1920 is evidently inopeiative because of the scarcity 
of funds. The amended Act wrill give us all the most important 
reforms of the 1920 Act without adding one anna to Government expense 
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and will include the owner’s elapses, which the 1920 Act omits. Sir, 
it behoves ns to do everything we can to protect these dumb animals. 
When I see slch atrocities committed, such fepulsive cruelty, my 
soul sickens within me and my flesh shudders. Every one who loves 
animals must feel like this. J plead with this House to give its support 
to the Bill. 

Babll DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I whole-heartedly welcome any 
measure that is brought forward to prevent cruelty to animals. It is 
a matter indeed of great regret that the Government have not yet 
thought fit to bring into operation Bengal Act I of 1920 which deals 
rather extensively with tliis problem. I hope thut after the expres- 
sion of opinion in this Ilouse to-day, Government will seriously con- 
sider the necessity of enforcing the piovisions of Bengal Act I of 1920 
as soon as possible, and not allow it to remain a dead letter on the ground 
of financial stringency or any other ground whatever. Dr. Nassau 
Suhrawaiyly and Mr. Forrester have already dilated upon the extent of 
cruelty that is prevalent in this city. It is just and proper to the 
animals which we use for our own comfort and convenience, that some 
satisfactory steps should be taken with as little delay as possible, in 
order that the cruelty which is at present practised upon them may 
cease to exist. 

In regard to the Bill which has just now been moved by my friend, 
Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy, I have already said that I welcome any 
measure brought forward to relieve the animals from the distressing 
use to which they are put by men. There is only one provision which 
I think I am not out of order in mentioning at this stage, vis., the 
provision of confiscation, which is also incorporated in this Bill. Those 
in this House who have read the opinions expressed by public bodies 
have expressed themselves with great force regarding confiscation, 
and have not been able to support this part of the Bill. The reason 
is due to the fact that there is no provision in the Bill pointing out 
what would be done in regard to the animals confiscated, and it is 
apprehended that the result of confiscation would bo that the Govern- 
ment not having any place at their command to provide for the main- 
tenance of the animals after confiscation, they wjjll be sent to the 
slaughter-house, and it is for this reason that the Marwari Association, 
the Indian Association, and other public bodies have not been able to 
lend their support to that part of the Bill which deals with coflBsca- 
tion. 

As regards the other provisions, I hope the House will accept this 
Bill to show to Government the necessity of providing steps to pre- 
vent cruelty to animals, and also to bring home to the Government the 
urgent necessity of bringing into operation the provisions of Act I 
of 1920. 
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Tto HonflMe Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS I rise to oppose this 
motion, not for any want of sympathy with the cause which the pre- 
vious speakers have Advocated, but because Government feel that that 
cause will not be advanced one single iota by consideration of this 
Bill. The Bill, Sir, proposes to amend both the Acts — the Act of 1869, 
which is now in force, and the Act of 1920, which is not in force. 
There are theoretical objections to amending an Act which has never 
been put into force, as we cannot tell whether it needs amendment or 
not. The amendments of this Act which are now being urged will not 
come into force until the Act itself comes into force, and most' of the 
speakers have acfhiitted that if the Act of 1920 is put into force, a 
very great advance will have been effected. The Bill before us pro- 
poses to inflict punishment of imprisonment for ill-treatment, but that 
already forms part of the Act of 1920. Then it proposes to inflict 
imprisonment for employing unfit animals. During the debate on the 
Act of 1920 no proposal was made to inflict the punishment of imprison- 
ment for this offence. That, Sir, is at all events an indication that 
the plea for imprisonment was not regarded as a crying need. The 
rest of the Bill odds confiscation of the animal or the carcase to the 
penalties prescribed by the Act of 1920. As I have said, these penal- 
ties will not come into force until we enforce the Act of 1920. The 
hulk of the opinions sent in upon this Bill is strongly averse to con- 
fiscation being added to the penalties already in the Act of 1920. 
Dr, Suhrawardy has given us his reasons for proving confiscation, 
l>ut, Sir, I think there are strong theoretical objections to confisca- 
tion, and in view of the strong opposition to it, Government will have 
to consider very carefully any proposal to amend the existing Act to 
this end. 

If we take away the proposed confiscation of animals, there apjwars 
to be nothing left in the Bill. 

I entirely sympathize with Dr. Suhrawardy in his endeavours to 
get a move on in this question of cruelty to auimals. He tried in 
1921 with a resolution in this Ilouse, but ho was induced to with- 
draw that resolution and w r ajt till the Act of 1920 was enforced. I 
think he is rightly hurt that he was induced to withdraw the resolu- 
tion, and that Government have not done anything further. 

I should like to explain the position exactly in regard to this Act. 
Be|pre the Act was passed, we had been in correspondence with the 
Calcutta Municipality as to the details of the City Veterinary Depart- 
ment which they proposed to establish, the area it was to serve, its 
scope, the financial arrangements, and so forth. After the Act was 
passed in 1920 We came to the conclusion that as the proposed City 
Veterinary Department was still in the air, we had better draw up a 
scheme for enforcing the Act ourselves. We had a meeting at which 
th^ President of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
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the Commissioner of Police, the Acting Chairman of the Municipality, 
and myself as Chief Secretary discussed the matter, and a scheme was 
drawn up by tbl head of the Veterinary Department which would cost 
Ks. 36,000 recurring and Rs. 17,000 initial in order to bring the 1920 
Act into force. This scheme was approved by the Committee and it 
was too late to get it into the budget that year, and it was put down 
iu the schedule for the next year. As the matter is dealt with in 
the Police Department it was put before the Police Standing Com- 
mittee, and in accordance with the advice of the Standing Committee 
tho Corporation were asked whether they were willing to take over the 
administration of the Act or not. We officially addressed the Cor- 
poration on the 21st September, 1921. We received a reply on the 
16th February, 1922, enclosing a copy of a resolution passed by the 
Committee of the Corporation. This resolution read: “That Govern- 
ment be informed that it has always been the intention that the City 
Veterinary Department should administer the Cruelty to Animals Act, 
but that before coming to a final decision on the subject, the Corpora- 
tion would like to await the opinion of the new Chief Veterinary 
Officer who is about to be appointed. In any case, if the Corporation 
undertook the administration of the Act, they will expect to be cre- 
dited with the fines/’ 

That was on the 16th February, 1922; wo reminded the Corpora- 
tion on the 22nd August, 1922, the 22nd February, 1923, and the 
11th June, 1923, but we are still awaiting their reply. Now 
Dr. Sulirawardy has borne out the fact that the penalties now inflicted 
are not nearly the maxima under the law now in force; by raising the 
maxima you are not going to improve things or prevent cruelty to 
animals. Spasmodic prosecutions will do but little; what is wanted 
is a systematic campaign, and the essentials of such a campaign are, 
as the Council recognized in 1920, veterinary inspection, weigh- 
bridges, and veterinary hospitals. The Act of 1920 recognises this 
and provides for it. We must have the proper machinery for this 
campaign, otherwise it is boating the air. There are two alternatives: 
either for Government to set up the machinery themselves and provide 
for the cost in the next budget, or for tho Corporation to take it over; 
and I do suggest to the House that instead of proceeding with fhe 
examination of this Bill which can do no good, all those who feel 
strongly on the subject of the prevention of cruelty to animals should 
bring all the influence that they have got to bear upon our friend, tike 
Chairman of the Corporation, to expedite their decision in the matter. 
As far as Government are concerned, it is not mainly the question of 
financial stringency that stands in the way. It will not be right for 
Government to set up a veterinary establishment inside the area of the 
Corporation when they have said that they wish to set up their own 
establishment. Government themselves would prefer that the Corpora- 
tion should administer the Aot, and that would be the right court*. 
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But if the Corporation were to decide that they are not going to do 
it, then Government would be prepared to bring forward and place 
, before the. Council proposal* for the inclusion in the Sext budget of 
a provision for setting up this establishment to work the Act of 1920. 
The new Act has not been enforced at all, but if the Council wishes 
to see it enforced and authqrizes Government to provide the machinery, 
Government would, with due regard to the present financial position, 
be perfectly prepared to do it. So, I would suggest to the House to 
reject the present motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following motions standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 


The Bengal Fish Fry Preservation Bill, 1923. 

8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill for the preservation of certain kinds of fish fry in the Presidency 

of Bengal. 


The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 


The Bengal Prevention of Brothels in Fairs Bill, 1923. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved for leave to introduce a 
Bill for the prevention of brothels and immoral traffic in fairs. He 
spoke in Bengali in support of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N: Much as I sympathise 
with the Shah Sahib’s dosiro to get one little Bill through, I am afraid 
I am bound in the interests of the good name of this House to oppose 
the introduction of the Bill. The Bill professes to be one for “ making 
better provision for brothels in fairs ” in the mufassal. We have just 
pa^ed a Bill for the suppression of immoral traffic in Calcutta, and I 
think that the House will decline to have a Bill introduced for better 
provision for brothels in the mufassal. Any member who has read this 
Bill must see that it is a perfectly impossible Bill to carry out, and 
that any alterations that could possibly be made would be such as to 
necessitate the reintroduction and repubHcation of the Bill. I think 
therefore that I am justified in asking the House not to let this Bill 
in its present form be in any way associated with us. 
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The motion was put and a summary division taken in the Chamber. 
As more than ten hands were raised in favour of the motion, an ordi- 
nary division ^rough the lobbies was taken* with the following 
result; — 


AYES. 


AlamS , Khan Bahadur Maulvl WasHnuddln. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Ataharuddln. 

Ahmad, Miutah! da far. 

All, Mr. dyad Erfan. 

All, Mr. Sysd Naslm. 

AH, Munahl Amir. 

All, Mumhl Ayub. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Axam, Khan Blhadur Khwaja Mohamod. 
Banna, Hal Sahib Panohanan. 

Bhattaoharjl, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Rahmatjan. 


Dutta, Babu tndu Bhushan. 

Paropul, Mr. K. Q. M. 

Haq, Shah iyad EmdaduL 
Hussain, Maulvl Mahammad Madattur. 
Karim, Maulvl Farial. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Muhammad Ershad All. 

Makramall, Mumhl. 

Moltra, Or. Jatlndra Nath. 

Pahlawan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dabbar. 

Ray, Babu dagandra Krishna. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaualeh Chandra, 
Roy, Raja Manual Singh, 
ilnha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
iuhrawardy, Mr. Husayn ihahaad. 


NOES. 


Banarjaa, tha Honblt |fr Surandra Nath. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Blrlay, Mr. L. 

Base, Mr. f. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Cranford, Mr. T. C. 

Das, Babu Bhlshmadav. 

Das, Mr. «. R. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. a 
Donald, tha Hon’bls Mr. d. 

Donavan, Mr. d. T. 

Dost, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Duval, Mr. N. P. 

Emtrsan, Mr. T. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Chase, Mr. D. 0. 

Chase, Ral Bahadur dagandra Chundtr. 
Oaada, Mr. S. w. 

HomaH, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlngfard, Mr. & T. 
donah, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Maharajadhlraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tha Nan'Ma tha. 

MaHlh, Babu Surandra Nath. 


i Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

I MoCay, Lt.-Col. David. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mlttsr, tha Nan’bla Mr. P. C. 

Mukerjae, Mr. S. C. 

MukharJI, Babu SatUh Chandra. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tha Hanble Sir Abd-ws 
Ralkat, Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray, Kumar Shlb Shakharaswar. 

Ray, Rsl Bahadur Upa«*ra Lai. 
Robartsan, Mr. P. W. 

Rasa, Mr/'O. F. 

Roy, Babu dagandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Bljoyprasad Singh. 

Ray, Mr. d. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan. 

Stephenson, the Hen'ble Mr. N. I 
I tuart- Williams, Mr. S. 0. 

•uhrawardy, Or. A. 

Iuhrawardy, Major Hassan. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

V infers, Mr. P. E. E. 


The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 49, the motion was lost. 


Resolutions 

* 

(on matters of general puMio interest). 

A m end m e nt af Bengal Eleotoral Rida 5, Subtitle (*). 

, r 

Sato INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA I I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that immediate steps be taken to move 
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the proper authorities to amend sub-rule ( 2 ) of rule 6 of the Bengal 
Electoral Rules in such a manner as not to make any person ineligible 
for election as a member of the Legislative Council, ^vho has been 
■* convicted of any political offence or any offence involving no moral tur- 
pitude. 

This resolution has long been overdue and should have been moved 
early in the year, so that its acceptance by the House might give the 
authorities sufficient time to give effect to it at the next general elec- 
tion. Even now, I hope that it is not too late. 

The main objects of my motion are, first, to vindicate the principle 
as to what class of people should or should not be kept out of the 
Council and, secondly, to remove an illogical and insulting bar against 
those , patriots who have suffered in consequence of the nervbusness of 
the authorities during the memorable winter days of 1922. 

To take the first question, why has this rule been introduced? The 
rule stands thus: — » 

A person against whom a conviction by a criminal court involving a sentence of 
transportation or imprisonment for a poriod of more than six montits is subsisting shall 
. . . not bo eligible for election for five years from tho date of expiration of the 

■entenoe. 

There is absolutely nothing in this rule regarding the nature of the 
offence. We only hear that if a man has been convicted for more than 
six months, he is to be kept out of the Council for five years after he 
has served the imprisonment. It does not matter whether the offence 
is technical or whether the offence has really been serious. It does not 
matter what sort of a person he is. If a Magistrate takes it into his 
head to convict a man for more than six months, he must be kept out of 
the Council. I must confess that I do not understand the equity of tins 
rul^. If you really want to keep out undesirable criminals from 
becoming members of the Legislative Council because of their moral tur- 
pitude or because of the felony which they have committed, why do not 
you say so straight ou£? What is the good of hiding behind the period 
of sentence? Surely, it is very unsafe to judge of the nature of the 
offence by the period of imprisonment that is inflicted in a court of 
law. The English rule is quite different. It is perfectly clear about 
the nature of the offence that is committed. In May's “ Parliamentary 
Practice," page 33, the disqualification is written thus: — 

A^eraoa attainted, or adjudged guilty, of treason or felony, and not having endured 
the punishment to whioh he was adjudged or reoeived a pardon, is disqualified for 
membership of either house of Parliament : but an indictment for felony causes no dis- 
qualification until oonviction. Even after conviction a new writ has not been issued, 
when a writ of error was pending, until the judgment had been affirmed. 

That is all the disqualification there ahold the members of the House 
of Commons. Among those, who are ineligible for election for the British 

< 
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Parliament are those convicted of treason or felony. Now, treason and 
lalony are well-defined offences, treason includes waging war against . 
His Majesty, ui^l felony includes such crimes as murder, burglary, rape 
and such other heinous offences and excludes misdemeanours. This 
desire of the British Parliament to keep out jiersons who are convicted 
of such offences is quite logical. Persons who are tainted with felony 
or persons who are really guilty of suck offences as moral turpitude 
should not be members of a body which has the power of framing the 
laws of tHe country. That is quite a logical attitude. This attitude 
I can quite understand and follow, but it seems strange that the British 
precedent has not been followed in framing the rules for this country. 
We have been hearing such loud talks of this legislative body having 
been made after the pattern of the great and glorious British Par- 
liament, tKat it seems strange that when making rules for the privi- 
leges and disqualifications, the authorities have not followed the British 
precedent. They have marie their own rules according to their new 
standards and have not cared to follow the best traditions of the 
British Parliament. The reasons are not far to seek. Is it because 
they are afraid of their political opponents coming inside the Council 
and taking up the cudgels ? Is that the reason why this rule has been 
framed? It is evident That that is the only explanation that could 
occur to any person of common-sense. Otherwise we do not find in any 
country any rule being made which will fix the period of a sentence as 
the rule of disqualification and not the nature of the offence. In 
England, as I have said, they never think of the period of imprison- 
ment. They think of the nature of the offence. Misdemeanants are 
not prevented from coming to the Legislature. In England sedition 
is only a misdemeanour. 

In Mr. Kenny’s book on Criminal Law, page 48d, it is clearly stilted 
how a person imprisoned for sedition is to be treated as a misdemeanant 
of the first division. Here we see examples of seditionists being sent to 
prison for two or three years or even more and ipso facto they are kept 
out of the Council, but in England they have no rule of this kind to 
keep them out. A man convicted of sedition would not be ineligible for 
contesting a seat in Parliament. Why should he be ineligible hero, 
simply because courts have been pleased to convict him for a period of 
more than six months? I think that it is quite a fair proposition to 
say that in this matter, we should bo guided by certain definite prin- 
ciples, and those principles, I submit, are that people convicted^of 
certain clastityg of offences which carry moral turpitude — offences like 
treason and felony, as I have said before — should only bo ineligible. 

To. come now to my second point, vi*., the prevailing conditions of 
Bengal. I feel certain that in$he existing circumstances of the country, 
these restrictions should certalfofy be removed. It was once said by 
a senior member of this Council, Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, that a subject 
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nation has no politics. I do not know what he meant by this epigram. 
There may or may not have been some truth in it, but there seems to 
l>e a great deal of trutbin the saying that the serious politics of a subject 
nation often send its votaries to prison. Considering that such things 
do take place in this country, I think that this rule should be removed 
at once. The history of the political movement in this country during 
the last three years will more than convince any impartial observer that 
some of the best brains of the country — the most selfless workers — the 
most ardent patriots — have suffered imprisonment because they love 
their country better than they love their own selves. When I remember 
that men like Chand Mia of Karatoya, Shyam Sundar Chakravarty, 
J. L. Banerji, Suresh Banerji, Budia Mia, and a host of other patriots, 
have been made ineligible to be members of this Council by this sense- 
less rule, I cannot have any patience. I feel that this Council will be 
all the poorer by having deprived itself of the help of these ardent 
patriots. It is a mere accident that Mr. C. R. Das himself has been 
made eligible. One day’s more imprisonment and there would have 
been a bar against him from coming into this Council. Just think of 
it — what inordinate power of mischief you have placed in the hands 
of the magistrates. Why this artificial limit of six months is placed 
there, is a mystery to many of us. During the stormy days of the 
winter before last, we saw the inglorious sectaries of people being 
sentenced to different periods for the same offence — people being sent 
to prison for mere technical offences. When the period of a sen- 
tence of imprisonment depends, not so much on the nature of the 
offence but sometimes, may I say, on the whim, the sweet will, 
idiosyncracy or some subtle reason, of the powers that be, this criterion 
of six months is absurd. In a country where long terms of imprison- 
ment are usually the rule, the power of six months’ imprisonment is 
absolutely mischievous ; it is most unsafe to fix a standard of the length 
of imprisonment. The true criterion must be that of the nature of the 
offence. If you really want your Legislative Council to be truly repre- 
sentative of the people, and not a mere farce, you must remove this bar 
which prevents such true representatives from coming to the Council. 
The voice of the Council can have no weight at all if these men are 
kept out merely on technical grounds. 

I have lately heard a suggestion that Government are willing to 
change the rule in case of persons who care to come up to Government. 

I do not know if there is any truth in this, but I must submit that this 
is ir&ulting to the self-respect and dignity of the people* If these 
persons have the confidence of the people, I do not see why They should 
come forward to Government and send petitions to them that they 
should be pleased to remove the bar agaijst them. The country is 
behind them. The voice of the country asks them to come to the 
Council. So it is best that the bar should at once be removed before the 
next election takes place. 
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Kumar SHIS 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that immediate steps be taken to move 
the proper autlDrities to amend sub-rule ( 2 ) of *ule 6 of the Bengal 
Electoral Rules in such a manner as to authorise the local Government, 
in the case of any person, to remove the disqualifications mentioned 
therein by an order in that behalf. 

My resolution is in a sense broader than the one moved just now, 
for although I am in full sympathy with it and would have been glad 
to support it, I feel that there is a little diffic ulty in it which would 
become apparent when the time came to translate it into action. For, 
Sir, there is no definition anywhere of what is commonly known as a 
political offence. An attempt might be made to define political offences 
falling under sections 124 A ai d 153 A of the Indian Penal Code or 
under the Criminal Law Amendment Act or the Seditious Meetings 
Act or under sections 123, 108 and 109 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
But surely this list cannot be said to be exhaustive, for instances are 
known where section 144 has been freely resorted to to convict people 
for political offences. Then, Sir, the persons who are generally 
entrusted with the work of preparing the voters’ lists are not usually 
so educated as to possess that fine sense of discrimination and decide 
what is a political offence or wiiat offence does not involve moral turpi- 
tude. They would naturally employ a sort of thumb-rule, and rule 
out those people who have been convicted of any offence whatever 
and sentenced to imprisonment for more than six months. And in 
cases of appeal, the revising authorities, who are also the final authori- 
ties in such matters, might exercise their discretion whimsically, there 
being no definite rule to act upon, and different standards might prevail 
in as many different constituencies. So I would rather prefer that the 
matter should not he thus circumscribed by the words “ political 
offence ” and “ moral turpitude.” For, Sir, a non-political offence 
might not always involve moral turpitude. It is quite likely that a 
man might under grave and sudden provocation commit culpable homi- 
cide or grievous hurt and thus be sentenced fo imprisonment for more 
than six months, and so also might a mall be convicted of hnving 
technically kidnapped his own married minor daughter from the custody 
of a cruei husband. All such convictions are not convictions for 
jKilitical offences and they do hardly involve any ’moral turpitude. 
Are the registering and revising authorities to be saddled with such work 
as to go through the evidence and judgment on them over agaHi 
and decide on the nature of the offence, political or otherwise, aslUso 
the presence or absence of moral turpitude? That I think to be 
absurd, a task hardly possible for the poor revising officers. 

There are only two ways;to meet this difficulty. First, to follow 
the law and practice in Engtyiwl according to which whatever might 
he the nature of the offence and whatever might be the punishment, 
an ex-convict, after he has once paid the penalty, is absolutely on a 
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par with any other citixen of the realm in respect of his eligibility to 
sit in the House of Commons. Jn England a convict might even be 
elected to the House if Commons while he is actually undergoing a 
sentence of imprisonment not exceeding one year. So, Sir, the first 
course open to us is to adopt the English law. And perhaps if we 
had agitated in time, we could have secured this for our country, to 
be of use during the forthcoming election. But it is too late now ,to 
carry this agitation to a successful end, for this proposal would naturally 
give rise to a prolonged controversy ; and as under the existing consti- 
tution, every change in the electoral rules has to he laid before both 
Houses of Parliament to secure their assent, it is hardly possible for 
us to get definite results before the next election takes place* 

In the circumstances if we really want to secure an immediate 
redress of our legitimate grievances in the matter, we must follow the 
line of least resistance. And I think my resolution is as harmless as 
possible in this respect. I understand that the matter is, at the present 
moment, under the consideration of the Secretary of State for India. 
From a recent Reuter’s message we further gather that the Govern- 
ment of India have already made a representation there on this subject. 
We do not know what the nature of that representation is. But if the 
House accepts my resolution to-day, it might l>e communicated to the 
higher authorities at once, to enable them to take our recommendation 
too into their consideration. 

This matter of disqualification has become most important because 
of the critical period through which our country has passed since the 
inauguration of the Reforms. A very large section of the intelligentsia 
of the country was disappointed at the Reforms. They took to non- 
co-operation and other methods to secure further reforms. As a result 
there had been great political unrest in the country, in which both the 
people and the Government had lost their balance. The people were 
defiant, and the Government too, by special orders and enactments, made 
crimes of things which in themselves were perfectly moral and consti- 
tutional. And there were qven inequities in enforcing the penalties. In 
consequence a large number of highly qualified patriotic persons had to 
undergo terms of imprisonment which under the existing rules have 
debarred them from election. This is a serious grievance and a matter 
for grave consideration in the interests both of the country and the 
Gqyernment. 

My demand is extremely moderate. In the rules of the old un- 
ref ormed Council, rule IV, clause (//), also provided “ that the dis- 
qualification may be removed by an order of the Governor in Council 
in this behalf,” In the report of the Southborougb Committee we 
find laid down in paragraph 28 the re&oinrmendation “ that the same 
authority may remove the disqualification,” and in the draft rules 
prepared by them they had kept the proviso/* that in such cases the 
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disqualification may be removed by an order of the Governs in Council 
in this behalf.” Again, in the Government of^India’s fifth despatch 
on the Reform^ we find them endorsing the Committee's recommenda- 
tion on this point. Then, Sir, when the matter came up before the 
Parliamentary Joint Committee, we find from their report that they 
decided to liberalize the rule by limiting the disqualification to only 
five years after the conviction. Apparently through inadvertence or 
oversight they passed by the proviso, to which nobody hud up till 
then ever objected. Sir, my resolution simply recommends the 
restoration of this useful proviso, and I hope there will be no opposi- 
tion from any quarter to the passing of this resolution. And, I further 
hope that there is no serious apprehension in any quarter that the effect 
of this provision would be nugatory. For we all know that by the 
exercise of this |>ower in the past well-known people, great patriotis, 
who could otherwise never come into the Councils, had been made 
eligible for election. Lokemanya Tilak, Sir Surendrn Nath Banerjea 
and Lala*Harkisscn Lai owed their seats to this provision. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Question. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Dr. Banerjea questions my 
statement with regard to this provision. I may tell him that if he 
refers to the Government orders, he will find that the disqualification 
with regard to them was withdrawn. And if Parliament accepts this 
projmsal, even now under the new Bengal Election Rules [rule 9, sub- 
section (6*)] men like Maulvi Akram Khan, Chatid Mia of Karatoyn, and 
Babu Shyam Sundar Chakravarty could be made eligible for election 
at the next general election. 

With these words I commend the resolution to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that immediate steps be taken to move 
the proper authorities to amend sub-rule ( 2 ) of rule 6 of the Bengal 
Electoral Rules so as not to make ineligible for election persons convicted 
under sections 124 A and 153A of the Indian Penal Code or under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act or the Seditious Meetings Act or under 
section 123, Criminal Procedure Code, for refusing to give security 
demanded for political activities by a Magistrate acting under sec tioffl 
107, 108 and 109 of the same Code. • 

Let me explain the scope of my resolution with reference to the 
electoral rule in question. What does rule 6, sub-rule (2), say? It 
provides that anybody against whom a conviction of more than six 
months is subsisting — whatever may be the nature and character of 
his offence — shall not be entitled to stand for election — not for all 
time to come, but for five, years only from the date of the expiry of 
the sentence of transportation or imprisonment. Thus, you see? it 
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imposes a temporary disability upon all persons who had the misfortune 
of being convicted for more than six months — irrespective of the nature 
and colour of the offence for which they might have' been convicted. 
It is clear, therefore, that there is nothing in this rule to prevent an 
erstwhile robber or a murderer from standing for election and taking 
his seat in the Council, unless of course otherwise disqualified. ’While 
on the one hand such is the case, on the other hand it makes it impossible 
even for a Lokinanya Tilak or a Mahatma Gandhi, a Maulana Muham- 
mad Ali or a Lala Lajpat Ilai, i.e., for a person whose high character 
and great representative position cannot be questioned, to stand for 
election, if he so chooses, ut the very next election after his release 
from jail. It is therefore evident that this rule has no moral basis 
and justification and is at best a highly technical rule owing its origin 
to the caprice of the framers. 

Such being the case, I ask each nnd every member of this Council 
to dispassionately answer two questions — 

(a) What stands between a robber or a cut-throat, whofie sentence 

of imprisonment or transportation expired only five years 
ago, and a seat in the Council — say, after the next general 
election; and 

(b) whether such a technical rule should or should not be relaxed 

in favour of certain persons who, whatever might be their 
offence, are certainly not regarded by the country at large 
as criminals ? 

It must be admitted in answer to the first question that it is nothing 
but tlie vote of the electors and the choice of the constituency, and not 
our like or dislike, which makes it impossible for all such outlaws and 
moral lepers as are mentioned in my first question to come and legislate 
for the country. It is the vox populi as dictated by their judgment and 
discretion which is the vox l)ci and not the letter of such a rule or 
a f anoint- fiat- which after all is the determining factor. In a demo- 
cratic constitution you have got to depend upon it, whether you will 
it or not. 

If that be the case, the next question is, why should you restrict 
the field of choice of the electors — why should you exclude all those 
persons with whom you do not see eye to eye in politics, and who, 
however misguided you might think them, are certainly not felons and 
ordinals in the ordinary sense of the term, and who certainly do not 
lack in patriotism — patriotism which should be the only adequate pass- 
port to a representative position ? What harm can there be in proposi- 
ng that the disqualification in their cases should cease with the 
expiration of the period of their imprisonment ? Not to agree to it will 
certainly be to detract from the representative character of the Council. 

And the necessity of such a proposal will be apparent when it is 
remembered that during the last two years hundreds and thousands of 
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our educated men and many of the best and most respected of out 
countrymen have courted arrest and allowed themselves to be convicted 
without any defence and suffered, and some of them are still suffering, 
heavy punishments and long terms of imprisonment* They are fully 
our peers and some of them surely superior to many of us in education 
and anility. What should he our attitude to them — to those who three 
years ago had the supremest contempt for constitutional agitation and 
many of whom now are anxious to exercise the franchise and get into 
the Council? What should prudence and patriotism, liberalism and 
statesmanship dictate — to goad them to revolutionary projnigandn or 
help them # to adopt evolutionary methods in politics — to exclude them 
and drive them to the wrong track of direct action or win them back 
to the constitutional fold and parliamentary procedure? 

It might be said in reply: Well, their avowed object is to come into 
the Council in order to break it — to carry non-co-operation into the 
Council Chamber. Well, that may be the avowed object of some of 
them. But have not phrases like “ responsive non-co-operation,” etc., 
gained currency even before any of them has set his foot in the Council 
Chamber? Coming to scoff, I am quite sure they will remain to pray — 
pray, not certainly to the bureaucracy, but for the long life of an 
ordered and truly responsible Government which we are all anxious 
to promote and the ^ery negation of which even the very stout heart 
of Deshahandhu Das shudders to think of. 

Now, to explain the details wherein my resolution differs from those 
moved by my friends, Babu Indu Bhushan Dutt and Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray. Well, Indu Baba's resolution does not substan- 
tially differ from mine in spirit. Indu Babu desires that political 
prisoners should not be debarred from seeking election — persons whose 
offence does not involve moral turpitude should he allowed to stand 
for election. I am also of the same opinion and plead for qualifying 
such of them as have suffered transportation or imprisonment for more 
than six months. But there are persons I know, though certainly I 
could not suspect that the Kumar Sahib iN one of them, who will object 
to Indu Babu’s resolution on the ground that “ political offences ** are 
vague words and hence they cannot subscribe to such a vague prrqiosal 
without ascertaining definitely the offences from which the ban of 
disqualification is to be removed. It is just to ease their conscience 
that I have mentioned the specific offences for which con victim# and 
imprisonment for more than six months are to be waived and condoned 
in the matter of election to the Legislative Council. 

Thus I have first of all mentioned section 124A, Indian Penal Code 

a section under which men like Jitendralal Banerji ond Abul Kalam 
Asad have been convicted — a section which provides a peculiar law of 
sedition for this country. Then I have mentioned section 163A, Indian 
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Penal Code. Under this section also many political enthusiast have 
been incarcerated. Then cojn$, sections 107, 108, and IfflMw the 
Criminal Procedure Cpde. The whole country knows^to its cost how 
these sections have been misused and misapplied deliberately and often 
to put down the active non-co-operators. I will not multiply instances 
but mention simply one. I think the Council has not forgottCTi how 
of .all persons a man like Wazed Ali Khan Pani was ordered to furaish 
security for good behaviour and how, for refusing to do so and submit 
to the Government test of character, he was sentenced to not less than 
18 months’ imprisonment. Remembering all these, I hope the Council 
will be pleased to accept my suggestion, which differs altogether from 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s resolution. I cannot understand how 
a clever man like the Kumar Sahib oould simply content himself with 
moving a resolution which, after all, is nothing but a paraphrase of 
the sub-rule in question. For the sub-rule as it stands at present 
certainly enables those persons whose offences have been pardoned to 
stand for election in spite of a conviction for more than six months 
subsisting against them. So to ask for the local Government's authority 
to remove the disqualification contemplated in this Rub-rule is altogether 
pointless. 

With these words I commend my resolution to the accepfanee of 
Hhis House, believing that the lion ’hie members will not show anything 
like the “ intolerance of tolerants.” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I rise to give my cordial 
support to the resolutions moved by my hon’hle friends, Babu Jndu 
Bhushau Dutta and Rai Hurendranath Chaudhuri. I jpuld prefer 
the latter resolution, which is more definite than the fdfmer. Sub- 
rule ( 2 ) of rule 5 of the Bengal Electoral Rules is, on the face of it, 
absurd. The disqualification is based on the period of conviction 
und not on the nature of the offence. A conviction involving more than 
six months’ imprisonment does not necessarily imply moral turpitude. 
A person may hr sentenced to imprisonment for an offence which does 
not bring any discredit on Iris character. It is often said that the courts 
sometimes make criminals of innocent persons; and it is also true that 
the sentence of a court sometimes raises a man in the estimation of 
his countrymen. The effect of the sub-rule in question is to keep out 
of the Council many persons who have been sentenced in connection with 
then non-co-operation movement. I cannot conceive what disastrous 
rosults will ensue if such persons come in to the Council. On the other 
hand I consider it probable that the country will gain by the entry of . 
such persons into the Council. It is extremely likely that the presence 
of these members will produce a wholesale effect on the^ Council. These 
persons are after all men, who, whatever their political opinion may 
have been in the past, have suffered in the country’s cause and not for 
peiyonal gain. There is no such disqualification in England, and if 
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there is to be any disqualification of ibis sort, only men with moral 
turpii^lrshould oe disqualified. I sorry I^am unable to support 
the resolution %f Kumar Shih Shekhares&ar Ray, who wishes to leave 
the discretion in the h$nds of the local Government. This does not go 
far edbugh, and from one standpoint it is highly undesirable. It will 
be tafen advantage of by the more timid of the political worfers and will 
ban on the more courageous of them. Such discretion will 
demoralise our public life. I am strongly of opinion that it ought not 
to be a matter of favour, but a matter of right. I may add that the 
nature of the discretion vested in the Returning Officer is very different 
froin^flie discretion contemplated in the resolution. Resides, if a Return- 
ing OffiAbr gives a wrong decision, the matter may be taken up 
before the Commissioners by means of an election petition. 

With these words I sup}>ort the resolutions of Babu Jndu Bhushan 
Dutta and Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri. 

Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROYs I rise to accord my support to the 
resolution before the House. This resolution has been, so to say, long 
overdue. I think 1 need not detain the Council for a long time to prove 
the wisdom of the policy the resolution advocates. No less an autho- 
rity than Mr. Frederick Harrison hns shown that the political offender 
cannot or should not be classed with an ordinary offender. While the 
latter is an enemy to society and must hang down his head in shame 
before honest jieople, the former is often considered to l>e a martyr to 
a muse and resjiected by many. He lias perhaps transgressed tff© 
bounds of law in his pursuit of an ideal which may be impossible. 
Such offence, does not signify any moral turpitude, and as such, must * 
stand aparbirom ordinary offences. 

In England such prisoners arc? not considered to 1 k» ordinary offend- 
ers and are treated with consideration. 1 am glad, hero loo, that pre- 
cedent is being followed in the case of many misguided idealists who 
have-not hesitated to suffer sacrifices for an ideal which cannot but be» 
remote. Some of them, some of the prominent among them, Jiavo 
already been disillusioned. They will Ik* honest and useful citizens 
and subjects. And it is only meet and proper that they should flot be 
denied the rights and privileges which the Reforms huve bestowed upon 
the people. 

However much we may dejilore it, we cannot get over the fact that 
the Government here have on their hands a number of political 
soners who are or have been in prison because of technical offences, 
having been carried away by their sjeal for an ideal. Rome of them 
have of late so far changed their opinion that they want to enter the 
Councils. To mfre their faces Rmy^say they want to wreck the Reforms, 
while actually they see+the usefulness of working the Reforms. Let 
t be iy be given the opportunity of using the (lowers given under the 
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Reforms. Let the prodigals return. I am not afraid of them. Their 
leaders are now sadder and wis$r men. ***&• 

C . # 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution* 

"* * * y -*• * r' 

Rai MAlfENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: There is ^simi- 
larity of thought in the first and third resolutions. There is a divergent 
view with regard to the second one, moved by Kumar Shib Shekhareslrar 
Ray. I would like to support the first and the third resolution^ ’because, 
in my opinion, they are more specific and more to the poiVlPt. If we 
study the law on the subject all over the civilized countries, espMgdly 
the English law, we are convinced of one fact, namely, that rif fc jfiereon 
is ineligible to come to the Council, he must know the nature of the 
offence committed by him for which he is disqualified. This rule is a 
salutary one, because the person concerned may know the offence with 
which he is charged for being disqualified from coming to the Council. 
Now the rule as it stands, for the modification of which my friends 
here are making an effort, is rather elastic and therefore it is open to 
the consideration of the members of the Council. I repeat that the 
nature of the offence ought io be specified in the rule. Then again, 
we do not find any definition of the words “ political offence. M An 
offence is an offence, because the person charged is viewed as a crimi- 
nal. Consequently, it is necessary to understand the situation. Babu 
Indu Bhushan I)utta has explained to the Council the offences of felony, 
^misdemeanour, treason, etc., but if we follow the English law, it is 
-Jfcl right. If we do not follow the English law, then we are put to 
cfSriome difficulty, and hence it is necessary to have an eye on the resolu- 
tion of Rai Harendranath Clmudhuri, which is a clear and specific 
plijg, and which should be taken into consideration by the Council. 

Rai PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: At the outset, I may at once 
say that I fully Support the two resolutions moved by Babu Indu 
Rhushan Dutta and Rai Harendranath Clmudhuri. The law bearing 
upon the question has been explained by them in detail, and needs no 
further elucidation. Sir, there is a growth of very strong feeling in fhe 
country against the continuance in the existing electoral rules of loo 
sweeping a disqualification as regards entry into the Council of a large 
number of educated people, who are otherwise fully qualified and will 
be*$n acquisition to this House, and who sought incarceration for their 
political faith or opinion. Sir, it is only right that this Council should 
recoi^its considered opinion on the question of modifying the rules in 
, favour of candidates for election who were in jail for more than six 
months for offences created by special laws. The wisdom of treating 
in the same way in this connection, ,*11 classes of offences punishable 
with more than six months’ imprisonment, is* beyond bur comprehen- 
eioty When the rules were framed, no one had any reason to believe 
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that the activities of our non-co-operating counttjgxien would create a 
situation which would compel the Government to take drastic measures 
for the maintenwice of law and order, with the reault that many deaerv- 
ing tnen disqualified -themselves for election to the Council on purely 
technical grounds; the^offonces of which they were found guilty 
involved no morat turpitude. Government assured the public njore than 
once that they were not actuated by a spirit of vindictiveness 'in .up- 
holding the dignity of law against political agitators holding extreme 
views, indeed, Lord llonaldshay regretted the necessity with unques- 
tionable sincerity , for resorting to what were ]topularly describ'd ns 
reppagaive measures. The time has now come for the Government to 
give*tT$)*actical proof of its generosity by not taking advantage of the 
present rules to shut out from the legislative lxxlios all the Indian 
patriots who have been in jail for j>olit i<*»l offences for a longer period 
than six months. The saner section of Congressmen represented by the 
new Swarajya party has now decided to enter the Council and try the 
constitutional methods for accelerating the jwoe of the Reforms and 
lay the foundation on which a durable 44 swarajya ” may Ik> built in 
the fulness of time. The country exjx'cts the Government to take tip 
a sympathetic attitude towards these pro-Council non-co-operators who 
are not opposed to the policy of “ responsive co-operation." The 
Government can well afford to meet these would-be councillors half- 
way by removing the bar of disqualification that stands at present in 
the way of their entering the Council. An act like this will not only 
look extremely graceful, and make it jumsible for the lx»st men amongst 
the" Swaraj vists ” to enter the Council, hut will also prove Goveriw^ 
merit’s readiness to encourage constitutional forms of political activities 1 
as distinguished from revolutionary methods. The social laws whiclf? 
were placed on the statute book as emergency measures, cannot reason- 
ably Ire applied as a means to keep away from the legislature political* 
thinkers with whose views the Government may possibly find ^tAf 
frequently in conflict. The restricted franchise which the statutory 
rules have allowed to the people, is already a matter 4or adverse public 
criticism, and the rule which shuts out political thinkers from the* 
legislative bodies is sure to be still more resented. We trust that 
the Government will see its way to complying with the wishos of the 
people in this matter. A concession of this kind cannot cast* any 
reflection on thtf propriety of the punishment awarded to the persons 
who will be benefited by a change in the rules. We refuse to believe 
that these persons, if elected to the Council, will abuse the privileges 
which the members of the Council enjoy. On the contrary, the best 
safeguard against abuse of political power is the frequent use^of iL,. Sir, 
we doubt not that these persons, when inside the Council, wifi fully 
realize the gravity of the responsibilities attached to their office, and 
will always co-operate with Govefrnnent in all measures which may Be 
conducive to the general welfare of the country. 


30 * 
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Mr! WJ8EYH 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I b^-to support the 
resolutions which have been moved, any or all of them. I see no par- - 
tioaiar demerit in aiyr. Last session I sent in a sim^ar resolution in 
.which, however, I limited political offenders to dhpse eonviote£fcnd$r 
section 134A, Indian Penal Code, j.e., fpj. section, un£er seqlW J163A, 
Indian Perii Code, i.e., for causing disaffection between subjects of 
*His Mfcjesty, and under the Seditious Meetings Act and &W4Grimi- 
nal Law Amendment Act. My purpose in so defining the otfen- 
ifers was^not to give the Government a loop-hole for reiterating, 
as it haB always done, in aggrieved ignorance, that* the terms 
“ political offence ” and “ polit ic*al offenders ” are too loose* in 
nomenclature to fix precisely the individuals whom we deww to 
relieve of their disability. But to ray mind that is a mere quibBfe, and 
should we find the Government taking protection under the most un- 
substantial shelter, it will stand condemned by its own weakness and 
evasiveness, for surely after these years of political repression it has 
attained to some sort of dim recognition of the fact that the political 
offences are those offences in which too much of religion and country is 
invoked and too little of the benignity of the British Government. And, 
again, I trust and ho]ie that the Government will not seek relief in 
declaring its own incompeleney to remove the disabilities. There is 
some power on earth that can do it, and if the Government accepts the 
resolution in this Council, that power on earth can be duly and properly 
invoked without difficulty. In my opinion, Sir, and I think this 
Council will agree with me, this is an opportune moment for removing 
|Jig disability, and those who are desirous that the Reforms should be 
worked successfully, that they should form a real step in jiolitical pro- 
gress, will welcome a Council comjmsed of every section of the people. 
This is the moment when the persons, who were opposed and deadly 
ojjtosed to the Reforms, who considered that they conveyed no powers 
Urfhe Council, have begun to realize that much can be done with 
'Choir Jif Ip and t hat these Reforms can Ik* used us a means for the attain- 
ment of purposes nearest to their hearts. With their help we shall be 
able to moke the executive responsible to the legislature in fact, though 
not ii* Ityw* and then we shall lie able to abolish tyranny, peculation and 
expensive administration. We shall be able to regain our self-respect 
and walk in our own country as citizens. Not for a moment do I sug- 
gest that the Reforms have conferred these on us, buithey can be used 
for the purpose if men, honest, unimpeachable, not desirous of honours 
anc^title, animated by a sincere love of the country, anxious to do their 
difty, were to enter the Council and take part in the deliberations. T*et 
us wejoome these prodigal sons. They are not outcasts of society. 
They are highly respected and honoured, they are leaders of thought. 
They are mighty men, and the Government that holds them now as cri- 
minals may soon be compelled to listen to their dictates. Lef them 
come. They can no more oppose the working of the Reforms than 
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^ they <Jau stem the -march of progress. In spite of what they hol4> ^hese 
non-co-operatora. once they enter the Council, *ust become, as. His 
Eicelrtfccy the Ear| of Ronaldshay pointed out, administrator ^Ath ' 
res poiiSfbifiti es which thev ^faimot ^ut discharge. But pwith tAoir 
advent tare shall have a Council that will really deliberate, a fCAunipl 
that a truer index of the voice of the constituencies and voters, * 

and more than that, I hope there will Ik* a strong op|K>sition, which i^, 
the bu|wark of a strong Government. 1 can tell you that ^ere is ar* 
keen anxiety in the country and a widely prevalent hope that the next 
Council may l>e such as may show a real will to stand by its opinion 
and nWt be easily swayed by Government agents working in the lobby — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: These remai k« strike me as being off the jwiint 
and I can hardly allow r them. The hon’ble member is bringing 
rather sweeping charges. Further, 1 do not think those observations 
are in the least relevant to the subject-matter of the resolutions. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not anticipate 
that the result of this enfranchisement will Is* a general swamping of 
the Council with the non-co-ojierntors. 1 do not anticipate thaf many 
of them will l>e returned, but certainly most of those winy will !>e thought 
fit by the country to Ik* chosen from amongst them, will Ik* map of 
stature; and a major ]M>rtion of that element in this Council that has 
not justified its election by following eitherH^** dictates of its will- 
science or the dictates of its constituencies, but the dictates of the ]M>wers 
that be, will fortunately Ik* weeded out, never to grow rank and uifr* 
seemly in this assembly. 1 anticipate opposition from these latter, but, 
then, conscience makes cowards of us all. I nefed hardly point yut wfyit. 

1 have reiterated t<M> often here, that by this means t<s>, Govern tnoigL 
will be correcting in some measure the severe, almost brutal sentenceA" 
passed on non-co-operators for technical offences. We are outy* fix)**,, 
well aware that where a fine would have been sufficient qj* - simple 
imprisonment, or, at the worst, rigorous imprisonment for a short term, 
the accused have been sent to jail for two years or a year and jt half. If 
justice, untrammelled by prejudice and untarnished by police fftifaieftec, 
and uninspired by the administration, had 1k*ci» meted out to these people 
according to the normal canons of punishment, perhaps, these resolu- 
tions need never hate been brought. Persons have, again, been charged 
with sedition and disaffection or evidence which in no other country 
but India could have secured a conviction, and others have Ihjou cbarHtt 
with the crimes of theft and intimidation, although they wele really 
political offenders, so as to secilre severer sentences and cast upon 
them for ever an indelible mark of moral turpitude. These, unfortu- 
nately, the resolutions cannot toueh, but probably a more just country 
will expiate the wrong done to them by the judiciary. IM this Council 
and the Government make what, amends it can to these unfortunate 
sufferers in the cause of their country. 
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With these words I beg to support these resolutions and commend 1 
them to the acceptadfce of the Council. 

rtli JOGENDRA CHUNDER CH 08 E,^alMurT The reason of 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta is comprehensive, but one which* ia pit prin- 
ciple without doubt unexceptionable. Sir, in no country i* world 
where self-government prevails is a person convicted of politfoel offence 
or offence not involving moral turpitude debarred from entering a 
Parliament. In the Parliament of Ireland nobody can enter or be its 
President who has not undergone rigorous imprisonment for political 
offence. In saying all this, however, I must say that jpst it is 
probably better to sing in a softer tune. It is much wiser to adopt the 
resolution of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, but that resolution, as it 
stands, is not acceptable at all, for the reason that the local Government 
may in any case remove this diqualification. I will not have it. Any 
felon, any cheat, uny forger or any murderer should not be allowed 
to enter a Parliament. Therefore, Sir, as it is, that resolution cannot 
be accepted without amendment. If it runs in this way — any person 
convicted of political offence or any offence involving no moral turpi- 
tude — then it may be accepted, but otherwise, as it is, this cannot be 
accepted. Sir, we must remember that what is attempted to be done is 
to recommend to the Government of India and the Secretary of State to 
authorize the Government of Bengal to remove the disqualification. 
It is hopeless to eXpect that the lowers would be given to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal unrestricted by any limitations. Therefore, Sir, let us 
be practical men and let us adopt the resolution of Kumar Khib 
JSj^hareswar Ray with the modification that I have proposed. 

Pr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: There is only one point which 
I intend to bring to your notice in support of the resolution moved by 
n^dpteemed friend, Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. In my report to the 
Government of Bengal regarding the Faridpur Jail affairs I showed 
that during the height of the non-co-operation movement and during 
the triad of the non-co-operating prisoners, most of them were sentenced 
to two jeers* rigorous imprisonment, whereas in Calcutta the same kind 
of prisoners were sentenced to one month’s imprisonment, rigorous or 
simple, with or without fine, and this for identical offences. Now, it 
is pbvious that the class of men who had the misfortune to be tried 
at Faridpur are debarred from contesting at the coming elections, 
while their fortunate brethren who were tried in the metropolis of 
Bengal are not so debarred, although’ the offences of both of the classes 
were in many cases identical. Sir, I do not like to say that persoa&T 
equation can and does play an important part in, meting ouT different 
justice in different courts of justice, but this much is oert&in, that a 
layman like myself does believe that itds a mockery of justice when such 
discrepancy can take place within a single province 



1^3} . AMENDMENT OF ELECTORAL RULE 6. «» 

w Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: May I rise to a point of order P 
,We are not discussing*. those cases— cases which were properly tried, 
sndJ|do not think the hon’ble member can referAo them. 

Mh PRESIDEHU'fi|pagine J>r. Moitra to be elaborating his 
poiht. ■* lie is trying to moke some sort ol analogy between the scale 
of ]fhn4hmeht meted out in Calcutta and that meted out in Farjdpur* 
But I think, I>r. Moitra, you may leave that branch of your argument. 

Ofr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA S Into the merits of the legal ques- 
tion I do not feel comment to enter, but as one with a little common- 
sense, I would apjieal to the Government to mete out even-handed 
justice to # all, without any distinction botween man and man. I am 
convinced that no self-respecting leader would wish to have his personal 
disqualifications removed ho long as these disqualifications remain bind- 
ing upon his sulxmlinates. Many of the persons who willingly entered 
the jail are highly respected in their society for their character and 
freedom pf thought which they profess and strictly follow even under 
very difficult circumstances. These* men command resjwct and admira- 
tion, and it is for them that 1 api>eal to Government to amend the 
Bengal Electoral Rules in order to enable them to enter the provincial 
Council. 

With those words I support the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi ABDU8 8ALAM: So far us I have been able* 
to analyse them, these three resolutions have been brought before the 
Council with the same identical aim, namely, to endeavour to remove 
the bar to entering the Legislative Council in respect of person^ convict- 
ed of political offences. The only difference between the fhierf seafb* 
to be this. Nos. 1 and 3 would repose no confidence in the local Gov- 
ernment, whereas the resolution of Kumar Shi h Shekharcswur Jtuy would 
repOse such confidence in the local Government and leave vt to taka 
up every case on its own merits and deal with it. Why flhoSld. there 
be this lack of confidence in the local Government? What: is tffe local 
Government? What does it consist of? It consists of thfee*M in inters 
and four Members; out of these, five are Indian^ and only two 
Europeans. Why should it be assumed that these five Indian members 
would not sympathize with Indian political offenders if their case 
deserves such sympathy? This is the first jMunt which I would press 
on the attention of this House. If it were, as in former d^s, a 
thoroughly bureaucratic body gf foreigners and aliens, it might lie said 
that we cannot repose uny confidence in the Government, But now 
you have your own Government — Self-government. How, ill the face of 
that, can you say that you do n tit repose confidence in it? Our own 
men, our best Indians, our pojnilar Jndian leaders, are in the Government 
as Members and Ministers, and do you still distrust it? Apart from that, 
there is another point I wish to bring.to the notice of the Council^ and 
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that is, what is a Jx^itical offence P This is a big comprehensive term. 
Almost all sorts of outrages, from murders to sedition and other things, 
are covered by it. I# it seriously meant that $ven jpurdererg and 
dacoits should Imj allowed to corno to this Copji^ii and sit by you| Is 
it meant that men who have burnt down houlfes in the name ef service 
rfnd love of the country should he allowed to enter the CouneiljP ^ do 
not think this is intended by Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea, wio has 
spoken about service of India and love of India and all Thar sort of 
thing. I, on the contrary, think that the men who did all these things 
were not animated by true love of India at all, nor have they rendered 
real service to it. Why, they brought us to the brink of ruin and 
anarchy, in recent times, by their lawlessness and disorders, they 
have blasted the careers of many of our bl ight and promising young men, 
who are now longing to come hack to the old lines of sanity. And now 
we find even some non-co-operators, who want to come back to the lines 
of peace and sanity. That being so, it is no use talking of love of 
country and country’s cause. They were mostly misled by idle visions 
of an Utopia held forth by their astute leaders. I have no (foubt that 
if each case were brought up to the local Government, it would 
be dealt with on its own merits by our Indian representatives in the 
local Government, and deserving people, although convicted of political 
offences, would be able to come to this Council, if otherwise there was 
no serious objection. 

With these words I support, the motion of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Ray and oppose the other two motions. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: This matter has been receiv- 
ing consideration of the Government for some time; in fact, I believe, 
befcfrgjjjhir* lion ’ble members who have moved these resolutions gave 
notice r>f their resolutions. In spite of what has been said and suggest- 
ed by some of the speakers, I wish to assure the House that this yule 
was not framed with any motive of keeping out of the Council upy 
particular class of non-co-o|Xi ration political offenders. Thi& would 
be obvious if hon’ble members would remember that the ruled were 
framed before the non-co-operation movement was started, and much 
longer before th£ advent of those political prisoners who have found 
so many advocates in this Council. The matter was considered by the 
Franchise Committee and then by the Joint Committee of Parliament, 
with the result that a new rule was frame?! to this end, and the matter 
has been brought again to the notice of the Government of India and 
the Secretary of *State, who are considering whether the rule, as it stands, 
does not require some modification. I believe we are on common ground 
so far, that there must be disabilities of this character attached to a 
certain $lass of offences. We may therefore proceed on the assumption 
that thffce are some offences which ought to entail such disqualification. 
The question then arises, what are the classes of offence which should 
entail civil disqualification, fcnd what sort of rule ought to be framed 
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00 ‘hs not to debar persons with bona fide political tfieWs, who have not 
hept themselves within ^he boundrof the law, but in the heat of the 
moment have o^rstep|ped those bounds, no that Government have been 
obliged to take action a^pjnst them? Government have no desire to 
keep out such persons, butVe all know, and the meml>ers who have been, 
talking Ifbout this* non-eo-ojieratioii movement well know, that whild 
among -those w'ho have been sentence<l to different terms of imppfaou* 
ment for violating the law under these Acts there are men who hold 
honest political views and are honest political tli inkers, there are others 
who cannot be called political thinkers at all. Everybody knows that 
hundreds of people in Bengal had to be sentenced to some form of 
imprisonm<*nt who were absolutely ignorant and knew nothing at all 
about politics; they were men hired for the purpose of (jarrying on 
certain propaganda, and in carrying on that propaganda these men* 
violated the law. It cannot 1 k> desired by anybody in this House T 
do not care whether he is always in the Opposition or not — that men 
of this class should he sent in by any form of political party to this 
House, to make of the House an absolute farce. I submit that there 
is this danger ahead, and we know that it is possible if there is a strong 
movement like this behind, for the leaders of the movement to send 
men who could not by any flight of fancy or imagination be considered 
to be bona fide politicians. T say that it is for this House to corridor 
very seriously whether we should have a rule which will automatically 
let in men of that class. Can it !>e for the good of the House, for the 
progress of the Reforms? Surely not. We all agree that we must 
have some rule and we ought to have a reasonable rule, and, as every 
lawyer knows, the rule must be accurately worded. I was rather sur- 
prised to hear a young lawyer question this. Surely thia.i#,"^ u?ost 
important thing. Take, for instance, the words which occur jR* the 
resolution of Babu Indu Bhushnn Dutta — the words “ political offence 
or an offence involving no moral turpitude.*’ These nr* phrases 
which undoubtedly everybody understands in a general way. We all 
use tbAn^-words, but a precise definition of them is very difficult.. When 
yeu waht to use phrases of this kind as part of the law, you must he 
sure of your ground. 1 have not yet come across any definition of 
“ political offence.” T have more than once taken part in discussions 
of this nature, and I have not had as yet suggested to me how “ politi- 
cal offence ” or “ political offender ” can l>e defined. That being so, 
would it l»© fair to ask the Government on whom will la? the burden 
of administering the law, to accept a phraseology which eanno# be 
precisely defined P 

Then, as regards the other phrase, “ offences involving no moral 
turpitude.” This phrase was considered by the late Secretary of State, 
Mr. Montagu, the father of the Reforms, and he said, in reply to a 
question, that he did not like the phrase afi all. That is my objection 
to the resolution of Babu Indu Bhushan Huttff*. * 
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As regards tfie resol tffWn T of Rat Harendranath Chaudfruri, the 
mover has no doubt taken^JAre to s ffpecify several Acts, offences under 
which, in his opinion^ ought not to disqualify £*man. #With regard to 
them, t my answer is this, in some respects it, is too wide, and in others 
it is too narrow. As Kumar Shib Shekh^reswar Ray very rightly 
pointed out, there may be persons who have begin convicted of ap offence 
qi hurt and sentenced to imprisonment for more than six Depths, and 
these men would be ruled out. There are also other secffoM of the 
Penal Code which create offences of a character which ought not to 
disqualify a person sentenced under those sections from entering the 
Councils. And, ns I have pointed out, there are political offences, I 
mean offences under the Acts specified in the resolution, winch surely 
ought not to lie taken as a sort of qualification for entering the Council, 
^^hat is the effect of Rai Harendranath Ohaudhuri*ff resolution? It 
is that a man, convicted of an offence under certain sections of the 
Indian Penal Code, or the other Acts, Tmght to be eligible 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I have amended my 
resolution. The Hon’ble Member has probably not taken notice of my 
amendment. 

Tha Hoti’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I have considered his amend* 
ment/ butjrsay*^ am right in drawing this inference. He says that 
men who nave been guilty of sedition, which is a very serious offence, 
ought to be eligible; or rather, tlmt the man who has lieen convicted of 
sedition ought not to suffer in any way under this rule, while a man 
who has been sentenced for simple hurt would be ineligible under bis 
resolution. What then is the implication? The whole question, how- 
ever* as every body knows in this House, is receiving consideration of 
Government, and the Secretary of State, according to the latest informa- 
tion received, consulted the Joint Committee of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and their decision is that a modification of a rule of (his character 
ought not to be made without the consent of Parliament. The matter 
being still under consideration, T have expressed the views of the Gov- 
ernment on -the question only in a general way. So far as the first 
and third resolutions are concerned, we entirely oppose them. 

So fur as the resolution of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray is 
concerned, we do not think that it is open to so much objection a» the 
other two. It has been said that it would be au insult for any politi- 
cal Offender to ask the local Government to remove his disqualification. 
That is, a political offender may have to come to the local Government 
and say, “ I have been convicted of certain offences under certain 
Acta and sentenced to more than six months’ imprisonment and I apply 
that my disabilities under. such and such rule be removed,” is that a 
humiliating position for aayeue? I really cannot see how it can be 
said thatjhfis involves wtywort of humiliation. I suppose that if they 
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want to come into the Council, they will Xjjy*te act according to the law 
and according to the rules of this Hems*, Whether they will try to 
advance the Informs or not, that is their lookout. I take it that the 
members of the Council are anxious that the dignity and position of 
the Council are in no way lowered or jeopard ixed, and all that^I Irish 
to say is, that there ou#ht to be no difficulty in working a rule of this 
charactjff^as has beeh^Well pointed oul by the Kumar Sahib. Another 
speaker, I think I)r. Pramathanath Banerjea or Kai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri, said that nothing should he left to the discretion of the 
local Government. One is so much used to hearing seme members 
abusing ^he Government, that one need not take any notice of what is 
said by them. But T take it, whatever may be the rule, soutebody has 
got to work it, for it cannot work automatically like a machine. Either 
it must be left to the judgment, of the local Government, or to the 
decision of the revising authority. As every member of the House is 
jjerfectly aware, there are eminent politicians who for some violation 
of the tow or other had been convicted and imprisoned, but the Govern- 
ment have not only declared them eligible for the Legislative Councils 
but taken them into their closest confidence. The. members of this 
House can be perfectly sure that, Government have no desire to keep out 
such men . 4 * 

I therefore oppose resolutions Nos. 1 and 3, bi^ JbaVte^o. objection, 
if the House wishes to j»ass resolution No. 2. That is, so fhr as resolu- 
tion No. 2 is concerned, our position is neutral. It is for the House 
to come to a decision, and we will communicate that decision to the 
Government of India. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I must confess that I am 
astonished at the attitude taken up by the Hon’ble the Member in oppos- 
ing the resolutions moved by myself and Uai Harendranath Chaudhuri. 
X* particularly pointed out that what was liehind my resolution* was 
that the English rule on this jwint should bo adopted, and it was 
• quite easy for the Government to adopt that rule. Instead of doing 
that, the Hon’ble the Member has resorted to the talk, of evils which 
have no concern with the question of principle underlying my resolution. 
He knows very well that when I brought in this resolution, I never 
thought that he would refer to those hired goondas whom he 
has made so much capital of. Ho need not have wasted his breath so 
much about it. A great deal has been sad about political gffences 
and offences involving no moral turpitude. / may state that these 
phrases are used in Government desi*atches and documents. Surely 
they have a definite meaning. We also find these words used in the 
resolutions passed by this House. The difficulty of the Hon’ble the 
Member is about the officer who wili^^xck these rules. It is open to 
Govcuoiment to define and mention by section, which of the 

offences fall, in the opinion of the Gofenmient, und«r th<ye two 
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definitions. The broad bint given in my original speech about the 
distinction h^tyeen felony *and misdemeanour makes it quite clear. If 
Government would refel* to it, there would ^not be aqy difficulty about 
defining and enumerating them in the rules. 1 find that the Hon ’hie 
the Member thinks the offence of sedition so serious that 'he Considers 
that firfftionists should be kept out of the CoqucfU Has he ^orgottesr 
the English rule? The Hon'ble the Mepitei; hh#S|#<ftA pleased st^huggest 
that the position of a man in applying to Goveibiment for permission 
to come to the Council is not humiliating. May I ask him, when 9 
prospective member of this Council knows that the possibility of his 
coming to the Council depends qp the favourable decision of Govern- 
ment, can he honestly keep that independent spirit which is wanted 
•of every member of this Council? ,JIe knows that if the , Government 
decided otherwise, ho would not be able to come to the Council. Know- 
ing this full well, will it be jwssible for him to take up that independent 
attitude which he is bound to adopt? Then again, I find that the 
Hon 'hie the Member thinks that the Government’s decision to find out 
whether a person seeking election is fit, is not at all humiliating. I 
think it Vis only for the voters to decide whe^ier he is fit to come to 
thd tSmurt^H or noj^ Govern mept should not have anything to do 

%itkij: vi ^ ^ > 

The motifalrit Bfibu Indu Eltushan Dutta was put aud a division 
taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Ahmad, Maulvl Rail Utfdln. 

All, Mr. Syad Erfan. 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramafthanath. 

Baui, tabu datlndra Nath. 

Bhattaeharjl, tabu Ham Chandra. 
CHaudburt, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurt, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

dtaudhurl, Mauhrl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl. Ral Narandranath. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 4. 

Data, Ral Bahadnr Pyarl Lai. 

Quit, Mai Bahadur Dr. Hartdhan. 

Dutta, Babu indu Bhuahan. 
qjui^ Mr, p. C. 

Qhaea, Ral Bahadur dasendra Chundar. 
Nati Shah Syad EmdaduL 
Janah, Babu Sara! Chandra. 


Khan, Maulvl HamuHMhdln. 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Maltra, Dr. datlndra Nath. 

Mukharji, Babu Satlah Chandra. 

Mukharjt, Prafassar S. C. 

Mukhapadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
PaMawan, Mauhrl Md. Abdul dabbar. 
Ralkat, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur U p an dra Lai. 

Ray, Babu dasandra Krishna. 

Ray, Babu dasendra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. BIJoyprasad Slnph. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Latit Mahan Sind 
Ray, Raja Manned Singh* 

Slnha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shaheed. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Waslmuddln. 
Ahmad, Mauhrl ^Maharuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauhrl Yakulnuddln. 

AN, |lr. Syad Naslm. 

Banarjaa, the Han bia SIK Surandra Nath. 

Bad, Mr. d. W. A. 

Btrtey, Mr. L. * . ” 

Cnrtf, Mr. W. L. '• ' »,*£.* .*’• 

*■: A 


Das, Babu Bhlihmadev. 
Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. C. a 

Dana Id, the Hen’ble Mr. d. 

Danavan, Mr. d. T. 


Smarten, Mr. T. 

Pafraatar, Mr. d. Camps iB. 
Qaeda, Mr. t. W. 
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IHnwl, Mr. W. W. 

Mr. 0. T. 


RarlM, MtiiM Patdi. 

MaUf iJtlMriH tkhugm tf %wr4m*i% 


'ft 


Marv, Mr. A. 

MftAlpMt, Mr. M. 0. 
RfeC«y, Lt.-C*. DavM. 


** - 4 V 

Hitttr, tlit NM'bM Mr. t,% 

MiAtrjtt, Mr. S. 6. ^ 

R»y GhtuMw^ Mr. KrMlHit CM* Mra. 
MtMrtotn, Mr. P. W. 

Rty, Mr. 4. M, “* 

Islam, KMn MMMr Maetvl AMm. 
Stsphsmaa, tht Htfi'Mt Mr. M. 
ttwart-WlfHama, Mr. S. C. 


The lyes being 34P Jwd the Noes 35, the resolution whh lost. 

The motion of Kumar Shib Khekhareswar Hay was then jmt and 
*a£reed to. 

The motion of Itai Haremlranath Ohaudhuri failed as being covered 
by the defcision of the Council in accepting the Kumar's motion. 
Here the Geuncil wok adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 


Release of political prisoners. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEAs I raov<f that this Oolifuil • 

recommends to the Government that at pritoent 

undergoing sentences of imprisonment in Bengal for offences of a poli- 
tical character lie released. 

This is not the first time that this subject has come up before the 
Council. The views of the elected members of this Council are not 
unknown to Government, and if I am eompelled to take up the time 
of the House again, the responsibility is not mine but tndongs to the 
Government, which has not yet translated such views into action. 

I desire at the outset to make it clear that in this resolution I use 
the term “ offences of n political character " in a somewhat wide sense, 
an<t , ipclude not only such grave offences ns dacoity and conspiracy, 
but also sedition, picketing, volunteering, and the obstruction of the 
public thoroughfare. I will place before you the cases of jiersons 
charged with the serious offences first. It is extremely difficult foration- 
> official member to obtain full information on a subject like this, Wftt * 
as far as I have been able to gather, it appears to me that there are 
^present 20 or 21 persons of this class who are still in prison, and 
their sentences range from 7 years' rigorous imprisonment to trans- 
portation for life. I have no desire to minimize the gravity of the 
offences with which these persons stood charged. But what I want 
to urge is that they have already been sufficiently punished, 'and their 
further detention is undesirable as much in the public interest as ?n 
the interest* of the families of these uhfortjuriate persons. On tie 
happy occasion of the termination of' the great Ibirojapip war, a 
considerable number of prisoners, inclurilii|^t}iose serving nut their „ 
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. sentences of transportation in the Andapi^ns, were released and many 
others had thpir sentences reduced. Buf it i»a pity that this policy 
was not caried out loathe full extent. Th$* sentence^ were remitted 
in the cap#*of some, but not of all. Why was tj*ere this differential 
treatment? On the 27th November, 1922, iu reply to a question asked 
by one of my hon’ble friends ,>$be Hou^le Mjr*i«8^phen8oa said that 
Kshitish Chandra ftanyalf AshigGbsh ifinki ^tMrhani Bhutan Itoy 

Tiad been convicted on tbe Same charts and sentenced to similar terms ^ 
of imprisonment, and that 'while Kshitish and Ashutosh had already 4 
l>een released, Phani Bhushan was still detained, although no additional* 
offence had been committed by him during his jail life to merit this 
differential treatment. In the case of Suresh Chandra Sen Gupta, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson said*tha#he had been brought back from the 
Andamans and had earned three years’ total remission by, , his good 
conduct and on account of the coronation ceremony t but 4 bad been 
decided that he should not be released, although the imprisonment'' 
undergone by him, including remission, had amounted to 14 years. 

It seems to me that there do not seem to be good reasons for cletaining 
these men any longer. There are two cases which call for our sympathy 
in a social measure. Harendranath Kavyatirtha and Jyotish Chandra 
Pal have lost their reason. It does not seem to me compatible with 
civilized practice to imprison lunatics, however serious the nature of 
their offences may have been. Would it not be better, I ask, to restore 
these persons to their families and friends, so that by their care and 
affection they may recover their mental balance? So much for the 
persons charged with the more serious offences. I come now to charges 
under section 124A or 153A of the Penal Code. A number of gentle- 
men of education and culture were punished under these sections and 
16 of them are still in jail. I have no desire to enter upon a discus- 
sion ns to w’hether their speeches or writings w r ere really seditious or 
not; nor do T wish either to justify or condemn the views expressed 
by them. All I want to say is that no great harm will ensue « 
men are i dowsed. Lastly, there are some cases in which the offences 
are really of a trivial and technical character. At Dacca, a num)# 
of young men are undergoing sentences of imprisonment for picketing 
foreign cloth, and at Barisal boys of the ages of 16 or 17 have1>een 
imprirsoned for similar offences. In this connection I desire to refer to 
the special circumstances in which these persons were sentenced. Jhp 
the first plnoo^ at a time of excitement, people did things which bn 
normal times they would not have done. Secondly, the officials Chem- 
selves were in a state of panic and their ffcion was clouded. Many of 
the offences were really of a trivial nature, and should not have been 
punished with imprisonment; Thirdly, many of these offenders did not 
defend themselves in court, and we cannot be absolutely sure thal they 
were really "I hold in my hand a certified copy of H judgment 

which givjfs W’SWCtar$ oi the trial in such cases 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: At th^Jag-end of the day it is not neoes- 
sary to enter into details. You can establish your point without read- 
ing the judgment* ^ 

Dr. PMIMATHANATH BANER4EAS Some of the prisoners of 
this class, it is truq^trttve l>ee%4et off.e^If the release of 'persons who 
were convicted in tt^Alipor^Smb rt%~ha«itont jeopardised the j»eaco 
and order of the province, I do not see what objection there can be to 
4h$ release of persons convicted of less serious offences. 

* I also urge this course on the ground of economy. The vejwirt on 
the administration of the Jail Department for 1922 shows that the total 
number admitted into the jails in this Presidency was 1 ,1510 more than 
in 1921 v hnd this increase was due to the admission of a large number 
of pri#bn$Yjt. wh$ had l>een convicted of offences connected with the 
non-co-orpetfMion movement. By the Mist December of the year the 

'number of such prisoners had fallen to 1(12. If all the remafhing 
persons aae now set free, there will he some saving — however slight — in 
public expenditure. 

T desire in this connection to say a few words about the treatment 
of political prisoners. I frankly admit that in many instances they 
were well treated. But the members of the Council are aware that 
reports of cases of flogging and hunger-strike and ill-treatment in jails 
have not been infrequent. The Ifooghly Jail has in this respect 
acquired an unenviable notoriety. A resolution was passed by this 
Council to the effect that political prisoners should be treated as first- 
class misdemeanants, but the report on the administration of jails 
Rhows that only partial effect was given to this resolution. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson tells us that two persons died while in jail. Whenever 
stories of ill-treatment or deaths reach the public, whether they are 
true or false, they help to embitter feelings and inflame passions. All 
t|pfw*ti;be avoided by adopting the course I am urging. 

# Resolutions urging the release of political prisoners have been passed 

the legislative Councils of some of the other provinces, luthe 

United Provinces all political prisoners were released sometime ago, and 
we have not heard of any disastrous result following the adoption of 
this course. Sir, Bengal has of late been l)ehindhand in many matters. 
Lc^ndf her Government be obdurate in this matter. 

J The present situation does not demand the continuance of a repres- 
sive policy. Let not th$ Qovernmeut, however, imagiffc ttmUtbe 
improvement in the situation lias been due to their efforts. Nor should 
they think that the disappearance of the outward signs of discontent is 
synonymous with contentment. There is always a danger in driving 
discontent underground. Repression has never been known to be 
permanently successful anywhere in the world; Om^^oatipn becomes 
self-consoiSflB, there is no force on earth whi^c^n^TWrenC it from 
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gaining its objective^ A repressive policy, if carried out witl«^|||nt- 
lees rigour, many succeed for a time, though this temporary success is 
merely the preludt^oMts ultimate failure. • A mixed policy of lepras- 
sion cum n conciliat^», however, does not succeed efen temporarily. It 
deprives repressio^of its terror and robs conciliation of* its grace. 
Conciliation of the pure and torue t^e^is the seal remedy for {>olitical 
discontent, and no one csy | dohbt its efficacy. Political* offenders are 
not like ordinary criminals; they commit offhnc.es not for personal gain, 
hut from a sense of public duty. Conciliation in their case therefore 
always tends to produce a change in their attitude towards the Govern- 
ment . Sir, if real peace is to be secured in the province, all causes of 
etrife and discord should he removed. Jf good-will is to he* established 
between the Government and the people, a reversal of the preset policy 
will be needed. It would he an act of far-sighted statesfnairtfip on the 
part of the Government to release the jjolitical prisoners at v an early 
date. But whatever may he the official attitude, I would urge thiJ 
Council to accept this resolution. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that all persons who were convicted 
prior to 3 1st of July, 1922, and arc at present undergoing sentences of 
imprisonment in Bengal, for offences of a political character, he released. 

A resolution of a very similar nature I had moved in this very Council 
in a former session and that resolution was passed by an overwhelming 
majority. The Government ought to have acted in accordance with 
that recommendation, for, considering the circumstances, it was a very 
reasonable demand. Had the Government done that, there would have 
been no occasion for moving such resolutions and dinning into the ears 
of the Government the same old arguments, the same old reasons. 

It is undeniable that during those days when the non-co-operation 
movement was at its height, the Government too had grown panicky, 
and the magistracy, being equally infected, had become mere ^mls^aiid 
in many rases inflicted sentences so heavy ns to hear no proportion -ta , 
the gravity of the offences. I need not quote instances to substantiate 
this* for those who have lived through those days with their eyes open 
and had not looked at the world through coloured glasses made to Gov- 
ernment. order, would, 1 am sure, l>ear me out. Further, Sir, the 
sentences for the same type of offences differed a good deal in different 
districts and with different Magistrates. They varied with the mefftiil 
barometers of the Magistrate. Most of tli# accused again, for reasons 
Wtflfknown to us, nlid net even care to defend themselves, and on the 
untested testimony of the prosecution they were marched off to jail to 
suffer pretty long terms of imprisonment. Sir, just as some of the 
new-fangled laws*fmd orders of those days seemed to have severed 
connections with ^ornlity and reason, the spirit of so-called lawless- 
ness increased aBjdpthe trials as well degenerated into mere ^vesties of 
justice. And there are instances where the convictions themselves were 
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f^gjU^dly bad in law. It is* now time, Sir, to make amends for past 
excesses and acts of commission and omission, especially when, accord- 
ing to the Government itself, the non-eo-operdtiftu movement is now 
dead. And, Sir, those were convicted before UngSilst of ^uly, 1922, 
have already suffered imprisonment for more thalip. year, and if at all 
guilty, have already paid a reasonable penalty for their offences. The 
Government now can very w£ll $m>rd t<f disjjtay a little bit of generosity 
at no risk to its ideas of law and order. But I must admit that 1 have 
to differ from my esteemed friend, l)r. Banerjea, in his view that all 
political offenders who are now in jail should be immediately released. 
This affords no room for discrimination, and bus the ultimate effect of 
dqgng awafy with some of the most important sections of the Indian 
Penal Code. That seems unreasonable and impracticable to me, nor 
does it appear to take into consideration those cases in which the 
majesty 'of the law had been really defied and positively immoral and 
desperate acts offending against and subversive of the established 
order an<^ Government had been committed. Sir, such a state of things 
no Goyernment, not even the “ Swaraj ” government can tolerate for 
a moment. 

I think that all we, as representatives of the people, can demand, is 
that the mischief to which its own panic-stricken officers had been 
parties, to which its own policy of reckless repression bad contributed, 
should be undone by the Government at the earliest possible opportunity. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: I would remind the House 
that on the last occasion when we deluded this subject, tKe motion was 
lost. I discussed then the question at some length and I will endeavour 
now to be as short as possible. There is a very general impression, 
aided largely by accounts published in the newspapers, that thousands 
of prisoners are “rotting” in jail, that this resolution affects the cases of 
at least some hundreds of prisoners. I should like, therefore, to go 
through the classes separately. T may say, to start with, that the 
Kumar’s resolution affects only seven persons. Three of thorn wore 
sentenced under the Criminal Law Amendment Act. One of those three 
can come out any moment he likes by giving a bond to keep Ihc peace 
and another was offered by Government his release some months ago 
if he would undertake to abstain from activities of this kind until the 
end 1 of his sentence, which he declined. The third is d man who has 
for years been absolutely irreconcilable and whose return to ordinary life 
Government have but little doubt will only m^an the resumption ot Ilia 
anarchical activities. 

Then, Sir, there are* 17 men sentenced for seditious writing® and 
speeches. Since the answer given in Council wa#*Hrafted, two men 
have been sentenced to one month each. I claim ~ihat Government 
have gQH%|jto the very utmost limit of concession with regard to sedi- 
tious writings. We have never prosecuted an editor or printer if is 
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prepared to give an undertaking which we can accept that he will abide 
by the law in future. There are, however, some who are implacable. 
We have withdraw#, cu»e after case from the courts w£en the persons 
concerned have stated in the courts that they regret their seditious 
writings and give ^ undertaking that they will not violate the law 
in future. But the registered editor or printer is by law responsible 
for what appears in his paper and we are bound to enforce that respon- 
sibility. Otherwise you will have men of straw put up as editors and 
printers aud the country Hooded with a stream of seditious writings 
by people keeping in the background. 

Next comes the old revolutionary gang and I understand that the 
Kumar dissociates himself from Dr. Banerjea as regards these men. 
Well, Sir, I shall have something to say about them presently. I would 
ask Dr. Banerjea to east his mind back to the time when there were 
revolutionary crimes in Bengal. Does he remember the Rajendrapur 
train murder case, when two persons were brutally murdered and thrown 
out half alive to be killed on the track? Does he rememW^the other 
political dacoities, when men were shot down in cold blood absolutely 
for po reason whatever? (’an he cast his mind back to the murder 
of the school-master at Malda, an innocent man, who was shod by 
order of the revolutionary authorities? If he will remember all these 
things, I think that it would take away a great deal from the weight 
of his plea that these men should now be released. Further, is he 
prepared to releast* all daeoits and all murderers? — men who committed 
crimes far less brutal than many of those who are now in jail for poli- 
tical dacoities. If not, what is the difference? Why should a man be 
able to commit a brutal murder, why should a man be able to commit 
a dacoity and receive .special treatment because he says that it was 
done to upset Government? 

Besides these, there are some 20 or 30 persons now in jail in con- 
nection with the so-called political propaganda. About half of them 
are in jail in default of providing security for keeping the peace. They 
can come out at any moment if they give the security. Some of these 
were prosecuted and proceeded against for the particularly senseless 
attack on the Hoi well memorial with which I am perfectly certain the 
Council will have no sympathy whatever. The rest were convicted 
of theft, assault, and wrongful confinement chiefly in connection with 
picketing. I am perfectly prepared to say that here the theft is a 
technical offence in that the man did not intend to mako anything out 
of it himself, but only snatched the cloth away and burnt it. I think 
that the Council will agree that those who claim liberty for themselves 
must be prepared to insist that that liberty must be granted To all, and 
that people who buy foreign cloth have a right to be protected from 
criminal intimidation, from the theft of their cloth or assault or things 
of that kind. 
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Well, Sir, excluding the political dacoits there are, say, 40 oases, and 
including the political dacoita there ore some 60 cases. The whole 
question of ai^nesty to political prisoners wa# debated in November 
last. The motion then was to exclude those who had been guilty bf 
violence.,* In that case, it would exclude something over half of the 
people who are now in jail. Government then pointed out the difficulty 
of defining a political offence. That does not arise ho much now 
because we have brought down the number to the lowest limit and 
Dr. Banerjea’s speech is really pleading for individuals. The line 1 
adopted on the last occasion was that it was for the courts to assess the 
motive and that it was for the courts to take the motive into considera- 
tion in awarding the sentences or in coming to a decision, and that it is 
not the business of the local Government to interfere with the sentences. 
So far as the jail authorities are concerned, they have nothing to do 
with the offences. They have simply to carry out the sentences of the 
court. 

As regards offences against the State, I decline to admit that 
offences against the State arc less serious than offences agains? indi- 
viduals. I claim that they are more serious, because they strike at the 
very basis of the State which protects the rights of individuals. I do 
not want to go again into all those arguments, but what docs the mover 
ask for? He asks us to release these men. What should Govern- 
ment do? Are they not to proceed against the same offences to- 
morrow? If the mover thinks that these things should not be offences 
under the law, then he ought to try and get the law amended. The 
only possible reason for releasing the people who have boon convicted 
of them is that you do not propose prosecuting anybody else for the 
Rame offence to-morrow. Government cannot take up tlmt attitude. 
We do propose to prosecute people for seditious writings and for sedi- 
tious speeches, and Government cannot abrogate its j>osition. That 
being so, it seems to me that Government cannot accept a resolution 
of this kind — a widespread resolution railing for the release of all 
classes of political prisoners. Government have always opposed these 
resolutions as to classes, but we have shown the greatest consideration 
for individuals and we have always gone into every individual case 
that has been brought to our notice. I claim that we have gone to 
the utmost limit, and possibly beyond it, in meeting the wishes of the 
Council as regards the release of political prisoners. 

But, Sir, with reference to what I have said about the mej con- 
victed of anarchical crime, I would ask the House to declare very defi- 
nitely by its vote that this is not the time to talk of releasing prisoners 
.because they can claim some association with a political movement. 
The members of this Council are no doubt aware that the murder trial 
recently concluded in the High Court arose from a political movement 
— the oty revolutionary and anarchical movement which terrorised 
Bengal and led to desolation in inumerable homes in the ye ar8| 1910 

31a ^ 
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—19X7. But I speak with a full sense of the gravity of my words 
when I say that we have the fullest information that that crime is hot 
an isolated and meaningless outrage. The same part^ is responsible 
for other outrages of recent date, attended by the same brutality, the 
same callousness of life, and the object of these outrages is^ipo estab- 
lish a system of terrorism with the ultimate aim of overthrowing the 
existing form of government and establishing anarchy. The immediate 
object of these outrages is to train youths, youths of respectable families 
and education, youths like your own sons, to shed all sentiments of 
humanity and become the ruthless instruments of a terrorism imposed 
at the bidding of persons who remain in the background. There is a 
real danger to Bengal. The old methods of recruitment, the okl organiza- 
tion of secret societies are being revived. The youth of Bengal is once 
more to be subjected to these corrupting influences, which use their 
noblest sentiments as the means of degrading them to the level of 
murderers and dacoits at the expense of their innocent countrymen. If 
this danger is to be mot, it must be mot with the support of this Council, 
and I feel confident, that Government can count on the supporT of tins 
Council, on the support of all parents in Bengal, and of all true lovers 
of Bengal in every endeavour we have to make to stamp out this insi- 
dious conspiracy. I gladly admit that those politicals whom at least 
the Kumar had in his mind abominate as much as we do those atrocious 
outrages, but I claim that this is not the time to weaken tile hands of 
the law by executive interference with the sentences. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved by way of amendments — 
“ (*) that at the end of Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea’s motion the 
word ‘ immediately ’ be added; and 

(it) that in the motion of Kumar Shib Shekharoswar Bay, for the 
word * July * the word * December * be substituted.” 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI : May 1 ask one question? Will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to let us know whether the 14 or 15 political prisoners 
in the Alipore Central Jail who were convicted in the Sibpore bomb case 
are going to l>e released? I understood from prisoners whom I inter- 
viewed while visiting the jail as a non-official member that they were 
quite willing to give any security for their good behaviour and intend 
giving any sort of undertaking to live as peaceful citizens? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I have handed over to the 
Hon^ble Member in charge the letter which I received from these 
political prisoners, the concluding portion of which runs as following: — 

The old views and attitude of the revolutionaries have been completely changed 
from experience, and also we are of opinion that any sort of destructive work, whether 
violent or non-violent, will not only do harm to the country but retard its peaceful and 
healthy growth for a long time to come. Therefore if our case is favourably considered 
by Government, we are always ready to undertake, if neoeeaary, not to Uto part in or 
support any such movement. * ® 
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This is tli© undertaking which these prisoners in the Alipore J#il are 
willing to give. I had a talk with the Superintendent of the Alipore 
Jail, and I. M.S^ officer, and he told me that th# conduct of these pri- 
soners has been commendable and that he 1ms no complaint against any 
of them, "Wale the prisoners themselves said that they had been treated 
very well by the Sujieriutendent and that they had no complaint against 
the Government or the jail authorities. Under the circumstances I 
would implore the Government on behalf of these 14 prisoners to con- 
sider their case favourably and release them. 

Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: May I inquire who have signed 
the letter jqst now rend? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We cannot go into that. I cannot all desultory 
conversation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N : In reply to that 1 can only 
say that at a time when similar dneoities like the Kihpore gang case are 
being committed or likely to be committed, I can give no hope whatever 
that Government will take away from the deterrent effect of the sen* 
fences in the Sibjiore and other daeoity cases by releasing the Sihpore 
prisoners at this time. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA : The Ifon’ble Mr. Stephenson 
has missed my points, and many of the remarks that he has just made 
see in to me to be irrelevant. Well, my first point was that many of 
these political offenders had already been sufficiently punished and there 
was no necessity for detaining them any further. My second jHiint was 
That the effect produced on these political prisoners by the adoption of a 
jjoliev of clemency would lie a wholesome one. There would he a change 
in their attitude. As a matter of fact, there has been a considerable 
change in the political situation of the country which justifies a change 
of policy. I plead for individuals, hut I also plead for a change of the 
policy of Government. As I said before, repression has never succeeded 
in any country, and if there is to he peace and contentment in Bengal a 
change of policy is absolutely needed. 

The motion was then put. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The motion is lost. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: T claim a division. 

A division was then called. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I ask leave to withdraw my 
request for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow that. A division has been claimed 
and called^and it must betaken. 
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A division was then taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ahmed, Maulvl Raft Uddln. 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanafti. 

Dutta, Babu tndu Bhuihan. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogtndra Chundar. 
Haq, Shah gyed Emdadul. 


Karim, Maulvl Faztal. 

Khan, • Maulvl Hamldnid-dln. 4 

Mltra, Ral Bahadur Mahcndra Chandra. 

Moltra, Dr. Jatlndra Nath. 


NOE8. 


Ahmed, Maulvl Aeaharuddln. 

Banorjea, the Hon’ble Sir lurendra Nath 
Bed, Mr. J. W. A. 

Blrley, Mr. L. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadtv. 

Oe, Mr. K. C. 

Dey, Mr. 0. C. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Qoode, Mr. S. W. 

The Ayes being 9 ami the Noes 20, the motion was lost. 

Slmb Kyed Emdadul Ilaq’s amendment No. (t) was not put as it was 
covered by the foregoing decision of the Council. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswtvr Ray’s motion was then put and lost. 

Sliah Syed Emdadul TTaq’s amendment No. (ii) was not put as it 
was covered by the foregoing decision of the Council. 


Horned, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlngford, Mr. Q. T. <. 
Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MeAlpln, Mr. M. C. 

MoCay, Lt.-Col. David. 

Mltter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjl, Professor S. C. 

Robertson, Mr. F. W. 4 

Roy, Mr. J. H. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 
Stuart-Wliliams, Mr. g. C. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 r.M. on Tuesday, the 
21st August, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Pr o c ee d ings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil aseemhled under the 
provisions of the Government of flfcdia Act. . 

The Council met in the Cornual Chamber in the Town Hull, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 21st August, 192.3, at 2-30 r.M. 

Present: 

The lion ’hie the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hou'hle the 
Nawah Saiyid Nawah Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Balndur, being absent), 
and 105 nominated and elected members. 

At 3 r.M. the Registrar to the Council announced to the llon’ble 
the President that His Excellency the Hoveruor was without. 

The Hou’hle the President then left his seat on the dais and met 
His Excellency at the head of the staircase. His Excellency then 
entered the Cham Iter in procession with the Hon’ hie the President and, 
at the request of the Tlon’bb* the President, took his seat on the Presi- 
dential (■hair, the Hon’ble the President l>cing seated on His Excel* 
iency’s right. 


His Excellency the Governor’s address. 

HI8 EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR OP BENGAL (the Earl 
Of Lytton): (iKNTLEMKN, — We have now come to the last day of tho 
last session of the first legislative Council of Bengal elected under 
the Reformed Constitution — and it seemed to me to l>e an appropriate 
occasion for reviewing the work of that Council from the day when 
it was o]>ened by His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, on 
February 1, 1921. 

I do not propose to enumerate the subjects with which you have 
dealt or the Bills which you have passed. These have already been 
reviewed once by mv predecessor and once by myself. Both you and 
the public aie familiar with the business actually transacted by this 
Council in the last two years and a half. I should only weary you 
by a long recitation of your achievements in detail. I desire, rather, 
on this occasion, to examine with you the extent to which the experience 
of these years may be said to have justified the great constitutional 
change which was made in 1919. 

In his speech on the occasion of the opening of the Council, Lord 
Ronaldshay spoke of that day as “an arresting finger-post upon the 
road leading towards the goal towards which India is eagerly travel- 
ling,’’ amfjhe went on t<* say “ in the evolution of a nation, thcaigh 
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the goal may be pictured, the gulf to be bridged before we reach it is 
one of time and not of space; and every inch of the road thither has 
still to be made.” IWday we have reached the nexf finger-post or 
milestone along that road. * 

Let us look back and examine th^ portion of the road which has 
been built and the progress which has been made in this intervening 
space of time. Is the road straight, that is to say, is it still leading 
in the same direction? Has it brought u^nearer to the goal or is it, 
as. some have contended, a circular road which leads to nowhere? Is 
the goal itself, which Lord Ronaldshay described as a “ stately edifice 
rising through the haze of distance upon the horizon,” any clearer to 
our eyes because of the distance we have travelled in these ttfo years and 
a half? Before that question can be answered, it is necessary to 
understand what is meant by the goal itself. What I understand by 
the goal, and I imagine you will agree with my definition, is the 
attainment of full Responsible Government. The questions, therefore, 
to which I would direct your attention are : What is the measure of 
responsibility already attained, and is the prospect of attaining fuller 
responsibility nearer or more remote as the result of the experience wo 
have gained P That appears to me to lie the test which should be applied 
to the work of this Council by the student of history. 

I should be disposed to comment on the shortness of the period in 
which you have had to work. From the point of view of the Ministers 
tliis is certainly a great handicap as the greater part of the first year 
is necessarily employed in the preparation of schemes; but I am told 
that you have shown more activity in two years and a half than your 
predecessors in the last Council in three years and a half: that you liavo 
asked more questions, moved more resolutions, passed more Bills — that 
in fact your outturn in two years and a half has been equal to that of 
ubout nine years in the old Councils. I am told that you have passed 
24 Acts with 789 clauses and discussed 1,887 amendments, that there 
have been 2,118 motions for the reductions of grants, that 300 subjects 
have been debated in resolutions and that 3,469 questions have been 
asked. I am also told that one of your Acts, the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, is one of the most voluminous pieces of legislation in the world. 
This may be some evidence of your industry and of your business capacity, 
but it is no test of progress in the sense which I have asked you to 
conceive of progress. I propose, therefore, instead of examining 
eritjgplly the acts of this Council, which will come under review when 
you meet your electors, to suggevSt certain considerations which should 
determine whether or not the element of resiionsibilitv, which already 
exists in this Council, has been beneficial, and whether the use, which 
has been made Of that responsibility is such as to justify an extension 
of it. 

I am inclined to think that the real meaning of Responsible 
Government is not yet fully appreciated either by the electorate or 
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by the members of this Council, who are chosen to represent the consti- 
tuencies. The element of responsibility As two advantages — it is 
a strength to the Executive — it is also a strength to th£ electorate. 
It provides tA first with .a means of testing whether its actions are 
acceptable to those who are affected by them. It provides the second 
with a guarantee that the actions of the Executive shall be in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the majority. It provides in effect a partner- 
ship between the Legislature and the Executive. The extent to which 
it is in the power of the electorate to secure a Government of its own 
making under the existing constitution does not appear to me to be 
fully realised as yet. There is no very marked difference of attitude 
towards ^iat portion of the Executive which is responsible and that 
which is still irresponsible. Both are indiscriminately classified as 
the Bureaucracy and regarded as a fair target for invective. 

During the later years of the Council the sense of responsibility 
has undoubtedly been growing. In early days most unofficial members 
seem to have considered it their duty to vote against all proposals of the 
GovernAent regardless of the consequences. As an illustration of such 
action and of the inconvenient consequences arising from it, I may 
mention the case of the proposal for the partition of the Mymensingh 
district. This project was abandoned in March, 1921, when the Legis- 
lative Council refused to vote the sum of 6 lakhs to carry it out* 
The project has been undertaken before this Council came into exist- 
ence and, as many crores of bricks had to be burnt for the new build- 
ings, contracts for brick-burning, extending over three or four year», 
had been entered into in the cold weather of 1920-21. The sudden 
abandonment of this scheme necessitated a breach of this contract 
and the contractors are now suing the Government in the courts for the 
payment of four and-a-half lakhs — an expenditure, if the case is decided 
against us, not far short of the whole grant which was refused and 
for which there will be now nothing to show. When I visited Mymen- 
singh last year a deputation including two of the representatives of 
Mymensingh in this Council waited on me to urge the Government 
to proceed with the partition. Yet when the matter was under discussion 
in this Council not one of the Mymensingh representative# had spoken 
in favour of the scheme and the only one who voted for it was the Nawab 
Ali Chaudhuri, a member of the Government. The complete 
irresponsibility indicated in this incident is not only likely to prove costly, 
but it has also damaged the credit of Government and since then contrac- 
tors have shown a very natural reluctance to enter into con tracts with 
Government extending over any lengthy period. 

That incident took place in the earliest days of the Council and, 
as J. have said, a greater sense of responsibility has developed with 
experience. 

An effective use of the reformed constitution necessitate# the 
organisation of political opinion — first, in the constituencies, and 

) 
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secondly, in the Council itself, and until this process of organisation 
has advanced very much Inrther than it has yet done, it will not be 
possible to eay that the prevailing political opinion of the electorate 
is ( refleoifit Both in the ^legislature and in the Executive 

At the present moment, while the organization of political parties 
has made very little progress, every elected member of the Council is 
in fact a potential minister, that I think is hardly realized; there 
is not much evidence as yet that the resolutions of members are framed 
with a sense of responsibility based on the knowledge that the mover 
may one day be in a position to put into force the policy which he is 
advocating. Looked at, therefore, from the point of view of the 
representatives of the governed — the public which is affected by the 
laws, the taxatioff and the administrative acts of Government — I feel 
that the experience which has been gained in the last two years and 
a half (which has been partly negative and partly positive — I mean we 
have all learnt by mistakes as well as by achievements), has been of 
the utmost value as a training in the exercise of responsibility, but that 
the progress made in utilizing the machinery of the constitution has 
been small. 

Looked at from the point of view of the Government, the existence 
of a responsible element has been of the utmost value, as it has provided 
us with the means of testing the acceptability of our measures. In 
these two years and a half we have had to deal witKifcany problems 
which were highly controversial, and the knowledge that in such matters 
as our Taxation Bills, our Goonda Legislation, and the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill, it was necessary for us to seek, and that we were able 
to secure, the support of an independent Legislative Council, was a 
great strength. Speaking as the head of the Executive Government 
for the greater part of that time, I desire to express my appreciation 
of the support we have received both from the Ministers, on the 
reserved side of Government and from the Legislative Council to 
which they are responsible. . 

In one respect the period of this Council has been a very dis- 
appointing one. Throughout that period we have been handicapped by 
financial difficulties. At the outset we were faced with inadequate 
revenues, an expensive administration, and problems which demanded 
a large expenditure. We have faced those difficulties to the best of 
our ability. We have retrenched our expenditure to the extept of 
89 lakhs iu 1921-22, 48 lakhs again in 1922-23, and we are making 
furthef reductions again this year. We have also passed three new 
taxation Bills which, we hoped, would provide us with sufficient revenue 
to carry out some much needed improvements in Education, Public 
Health, Sanitation, Agriculture, Irrigation and other matters. But 
owing to circumstances over which we have had no control, world-wide 
causes arising out of the condition of Europe and the after effects of 
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ihe war, in spite of ail our efforts both to increase our revenue and to 
•curtail our expenditure, we have not been able to do more than barely 
balance our Budget, and the improvements we hoped to effeet’have had 
1o be postponed^ If this financial exnbarrassnstfit has been dfldipoin^ 
ing to the Legislative Council, it has been even more so to tbe*Ministers 
who found themselves for the first time in a position of responsibility 
for existing conditions, but j>owerle8.s to improve them. One of the 
most urgent problems, therefore, that will confront the new Council, 
will be to decide, in consultation with the Government, between the 
alternative evils of fresh taxation or further postponement of what 
are called nation-building activities. 

Gentlemen, your period of activity as Legislators has for the moment 
•come to an end and' in the next few weeks you will be busy in giving 
an account of your stewardship to those who elec ted you, and discussing 
with them the many problems in which they are interested. His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, speaking at the opening of 
this Council, expressed the view that “ the training and expansion of 
the electorate will be just as much you® duty as the conduct and direc- 
tion of the administration.” In the opinion of certain writers in the 
newspapers who profess to be fully acquainted with the opinion of 
the country, the electors need no education. We are told on the 
contrary that ^Jbey are preparing an education for you and that your 
labours in this Hpuncil are to be rewarded by an ignominious rejection 
when you subSx yourselves for re-election, on the ground that you 
have not proved sufficiently obstructive and that you have committed the 
nnforgiveable crime of occasionally voting with the Bureaucracy. I 
hope you will use the opportunities which you may have in the next 
few weeks of impressing upon your constituencies that a Legislature, 
which has the power of dismissing an Executive of whfch it disapproves, 
is under a corresponding obligation to support an Executive selected 
from itself, that Responsible Government means acceptance by the 
majority of the Legislature of responsibility for the acts of the Ministry 
which it keeps in power. So far as the transferred side of Government, 
therefore, is concerned, it should be the aim of every Legislative 
Council in the future — not to criticise and abuse Government indis- 
criminately, but to make its own Government by securing the selection 
of Ministers who represent the opinions of its majority, and having 
secured it, t i support it so long as it continues to represent those 
opinions. 4 

Even though the whole Government is not yet responsible tt the 
Legislative Council, you have already proved, during this first period 
of trial, that it is not only the transferred half of Government whish 
is influenced by your opinions. It has always been my practice since 
1 assumed office to treat my Government as a wholes All questions 
of policy, whichever department may be responsible for them, are 
discussed at joint meetings; and I have no hesitation in saying that 

I 
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the practice has been fully justified by the rseuits. I believe, that 
by this njeans we have made as much progress as it was possible 
to rnakp *in the time towards a unified cabinet which rgpognises s 
respdiflltmity towards tnS Legislature for its acts. Locking back ’over 
the period sir.re this Cotfecil was first opened, I am prepared to assert 
with confidence that so far as Bengal at* any rate is concerned, the- 
experienee gained has bet n of great value and4he progress made towards 
the goal of Responsible Government, if not rapid, has been steady and 
satisfactory. 

* 

There are two matters to which I de*re to refer before I conclude. 
They do not concern achievements of this Council — they are rather 
legacies with which your successors will have. to deal. The first 
concerns the transferred side of Government; the second the reserved 
side. 

When addressing the Council on a previous occasion, I have men- 
tioned the University Legislation which we had hoped to introduce and 
pass in the present Council. That subject has been the cause of a 
great deal of controversy and I do not wish to say a sii^gle word to- 
day which will add to that controversy or diminish the chances of a 
satisfactory understanding between the Government and the JJfliver- 
sity ; but in view of the immense interest which iff tfrkeii^in the subject 
of higher education throughout this Province, I^wljpiixious to re- 
assure those on the one hand who may be disappointedly our failure 
to produce any Bill on the subject in this Council, anlWtho^may fear 
lest the Government should be contemplating the ab&»d#fHfiimt -of their 
legislation : and those, on the other hand, who are afraid lest the Gov- 
ernment may do aifything to injure an institution of which the whole 
educated public of Bengal is so justly proud. Gentlemen, the confer- 
ence which opened yesterday at Government House has alioady given 
sufficient promise of success to justify me in expressing the hope that 
btftf) these fears are groundless. Not only have we no intention of 
abandoning legislation on this subject, but the University representa- 
tives have expressed a desire equal to our own that it should be taken 
up at once. Again, the very fact of the meeting of this conference 
and the knowledge that we are discussing with the University 
authorities the lines which our legislation should follow, will, I hope, 
diminish the anxiety lest that legislation should prove injurious to 
’the University. I cannot hope that we shall be able to agree upon 
everfl* point, for there are different schools of opinion on this as on 
almost every political question ; hut I do hope that if this conference can 
be kept together — not, of course, in continual session — but meeting 
from time to tipie during the next few months, that we shall be able to 
introduce into <Se next Council legislation dealing with higher and 
secondary education which will at least be free from the more bitter 
elements of the controversy which has been aroused in the past. 
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Gentlemen, in conclusion, I desire to thank you for the time and 
ble you have devoted during the last two years and% half to t }, e 
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Employees of the Press and Forms 
Department, 423. 

Government appointments to relations 
of non-official members of the Legis- 
lative Council, 306. 

Medical relief to a certain part of Burd- 

wan, 366. 

Salary of Carmichael, Professor of 
Ancient Indian History and Culture, 
400. 

Scale of pay for Government presses 
other than jail presses, 899. 

Bill 

The Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Amendment) — 1923, 212. 

The Bengal Municipal—, 1923, 207, 211. 

The Bengal Tea-Gardens Public 
Health—, 1923, 212. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Utbandi Amend- 
ment)—, 1923, 119, 149. 

St. Thomas’ School—, 1923, 205, 206. 

The Calcutta Improvement (Amend- 
ment)—, 1923, 105, 119. 

The Calcutta Municipal (No. IT) — , 1923, 
160, 205. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic—, 1923, 236—294. 

Birbhum and Burdwan 

Reconstitution of District Boards of, 97. 

Bogra 

Muhammadans in the ministerial at *A 
in Government offices in, 156. 

Books 

Submission of copies of— to Govern- 
ment on isttie, 390. 
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Bota, Mr. 8. M. 

Class lor training nurses in Myaen- 

singh, 87. ^ 

Ducoities in the Kishoreganj Subdivi- 
sion, Mymensingh, 14. 

Expenses of tbe Dwtrict Board of 
Mymensingh on dispensaries and 
sanitation, 20. 

Malaria and kala-azar in Netrokona, 

885. 

Miscellaneous Department, 309. 

Mr. Griffiths and eradication of water 
hyacinth, 328. 

Persons domiciled abroad but residing 
in Bengal and companies incorporated 
abroad but carrying on business in 

Bengal, 336. 

Students’ welfare oommittee, 72. 

Water scarcity in Mymensingh, 163. 

BoUnioal survey of ootton tracts, 382. 

Bridga 

New Howrah, 81. 

" Bull! Bael ” project, 89. 

Burdwan 

Admission to Ronnldshny Medical 
School, 345. 

Burning and burial ghnts in — district, 
3. 

Marsh near Fraser Hospital, 1236. 
Medical relief to a certain part of, 

366. 

Number of murder cases in the district 
of, 00. 

Reconstruction of District Boards of 
Birbhum and, 07. 

Second grade Science College at, 391. 
Shelter for witnesses at, 232. 

Burdwan Division 

Scarcity of drinking water in, 390. 

Calcutta 

Payment for medical aid 0y patients in 
Government hospitals in, 32. 

. Calcutta Medical Collage 

Average annual expenditure for stu- 
dents and patients in the, and in the 
Carmichael Medical College, 21, 81. 
Contribution by the Government of 
India for the upkeep of the, 29. 
New appointments m the, 86. 
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Petty cases in the, 61. 

Prooew-aerving Department of, 327. 

Calcutta University, 26. 

C a m p totH Medical MwJ 

Admission to, 391. 

Canvassing 

Alleged by a Government servant for 
Council election, 396. 

Carey, Mr. W. t.. 

Miscellaneous Department 303. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Bill, 1923, 255. 

The St. Thomas' School Bill, 1923, 200. 

Carmichael Medical College, 81. 
Carmichael Professor 

Salary of — of Ancient Indian History 
iiud Culture, 400. 

Cattle 

Slaughter of, 232. 

Diseases and pasture lands for, 31. 

Certificate 

Under section 72T)(2) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, KM. 

Coates 

Annual road and public works, assessed 
on revenue-free estates in Bengal, 80. 

Cfeftiraion 

Panel of, 1. 

Chaki, Babu Naba Gopaf 

Charges of corruption against, 357. 

Chandaikanahat rioting case, 160. 

Chandpur 

Honorary Magistrateship, 406. 

Char Manair incident, 366. 

* 

Charitable diapanaariaa 

Improvement of water-supply and — in 
Bengal, 93. 

Dhaudhury, Babu Ktshari Mahan 

Relative strength in rating, voting and 
number of Hindus and Muhammadans 
in each local body and number of 
voters for different electorates of the 
Legislative Council , 877. 
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Rahman 

Actions on Retrenchment Committee’ s 
report, 157. ^ 

Alleged desirability of bridge on railway 
between Adamdighi and Nasharptpur, 
401. 

Case of a Khilnfat volunteer prosecuted 
for disorderly conduct, 378. 

Case of ex-head constable Provat Nath 
Barut, 230. 

Erosion of Pabna, 91. 

Expansion of the School of Tropical 
Medicine, «30. 

Ex-soldiers of Bengali Regiment, 101. 

Hunger strike in Hooghly Jail, 400. 

New posts created in Police Depart- 
ments, 402. 

Publicity Officer, 104. 

Snra-Santahar liut* and North Bengal 
flood, 2$). 

Separation of judicial and executive, 
233. 

Chaudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Rahmatjan 

Fares and freight charges of Rivers 
Steam Navigation, 230. 

Inconvenience of passengers at Mndari- 
pur, 426. 

Madaripur-Tarpaslm Express steamer 
service, 427. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath 

Acquisition of land for the Gho.ialpnra 
Road at Madrail, 70. 

Area under rice, sugar-cane and cotton 
and Isitenical survey of cotton tracts, 
J82. 

“ Rulli Reel ” project, 86. 

Calcutta University officers, 88. 

Char ainnair incidents, 868. 

Charitable dispensaries and hospitals, 
381. 

Civil works, 316, 320, 322. 

Copyists and typists of courts, 379. 

Establishment of a dispensary at Nara- 
yanpur, 403. 

Expenditure by District Boards in 
medical relief and primary education, 
96. 

Expenditure in England, 824. 

Entered water-supply given by the 
Corporation of Calcutta to remoter 
municipalities, 366. 

Industrial survey, 164. 
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Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath 

Kalo-axar in tlie Barnet Subdivision, 

**'* jgp 

Dotal train service between Calcutta 
and Barra ekpore, 367. 

Manufacture of salt for homo consump- 
tion, 85. 

Methods of agriculture, gardening, etc., 
380. 

Miscellaneous; Departments, 297. 

Murder cases in Bnsirhat, 367. 

Persons sentenced under the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act and noivco- 
oj>er«tion prisoners, 381. 

Scarcity of drinking water in 1922, 95. 

The Calcutta Municipal (No. 11) Bill, 
1923, 168, 170, 171, 174, 178. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Bill, 1923, 240, 259, 200, 263, 
2<m, 267, 208, 270, 271, 274 , 270, 279, 
280. 287, 293. 

Weaving School at Baairlmt, 382. 

Chaukidari Aiasssmsnt, 332. 

Chittagong 

District and Local Board, 159. 

Lady Doctor in — Hospital, 370. 

Leasing out rivers nml streams in the — 
forests, 371. 

Chlorins 

Sterilization of septic tanks with—- in 
riparian tracts, 333. 

Choi sr a 

Outbreak of— in the flood-affected area 
m North Bengal, 410. 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim 

Court of wards, 7. 

Caban, Mr. D. if. 

The Calcutta Municipal (No. II) Bill, 
1923, 183, 181, 186, 189, 201, 202, 

204 . 

Catiaga 

Average nnnunl expenditure ftr atu- 
dents nnd patients in the Calcutta 
Medical- nnd the Carmichael Medical, 
81. 

Mechanic'll and electrical engineering 
classei, ikutgal Engineering, 103. 

Operntipns without chloroform at the 
Calcutta Medical, 88. 
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Comilla 

Private medical school at, 397. 

Committee ^ 

Students’ welfare, 72. 

Conference 

Raiyat, at Fuljhuri, 51. 

Recommendations of annual, of District 
Boards, 344. 

Constables 

Confinement of, under suspension, 404. 

Production of modical certificate from 
civil surgeon by— on leave, 37. 

Co-operative Sociatiat 

Travelling allowance of sub-deputy 
collectors and circle iiiHi>ectors of, 
409. 

Copyists and typists 

Of courts, 163, 379, 396. 

Remuneration and prospects of, 58. 

Corporation of Caloutta 

Filtered water-supply given by the- 
ta remoter municipalities, 369. 

Cotton traots 

Area under rice, sugar-cane and cotton 
aud liotanical survey of, 382. 

Counoil 

Attendance of non-official members of 
Bengal Legislative, 417. 

Court of wards, 7. 

Cows 

Slaughter of, 22, 155. 

Criminal Law Amendment Act 

Persons sentenced under the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act and non-oo- 
operation prisoners, 381. 

Daoca 

Abolition of the Moslem High School, 

irf • 

Muhammadans in the office of the 
Nawab’s Court of Wards Estate, 405. 

Plague in the— district, 1. 

Daoea University, 19. 

Oaooitios 

Increase in, 39. 


Dsfadars and Chaukidare 

Equipment charges for— in the Burdwan 
district, 17. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadsv 

Muhammadan and Namasudra riot at 
Padmaulla in Faridpur, 36. 

Munsifi Court at Gopolganj, 35. 

Namasudra schools in Faridpur, 75. 

Nomination from depressed classes to 
District and Local Boards, 158. 

Provision of increased educational. insti- 
tution for the depressed classes, 56. 

Recruitment from depressed classes to 
appointments in Bengal Civil Sendee, 
374. 

Recording of votes for election to 
Gopalganj Local Board, 375. t 

Representation of depressed classes on 
District and Local Beards, 374. 

Reservation of seats in certain educa- 
tional institutions for students of 
depressed classes, 102. 

Supply of uncertified copies from copies 
of Settlement records, 50. 

Das Gupta, Babu Binode Behary 

Duration of appointment of, at Dakar* 
ganj, 358. 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra 

Assistant Surgeon of the Barisal Hos- 
pital, 10. 

District Board’s help to Union Boards 
for village improvement, 154. 

Election of the Loral and District 
Boards of Bnkargatij, 2. 

Establishment of Union Boards in 
Bakarganj, 226. 

Excise shops within .Thalakati Munici- 
pality, 227. 

Expenditure by Bakarganj District 
Board on certain items, 26. 

Manufacture of salt for home consump- 
tion, 22. 

Miscellaneous Departments, 306. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immont! 
Traffic Bill, 1923, 239, 240, 247, 248, 
252, 269, 271, 278, 284, 286, 287. 

Ds, Rai Bahadur Fanindra Lai 

Contribution to thana and union hospi- 
tals, 338. 

Girls’ School Teachers Association, 887. 

Mounted Police Force, 839. 
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M, R«i Bahadur Fanindn Lai 

Tours and travelling allowances of 
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Dis- 
trict Boards, a|. 

Demands f of grants 

Administration of Justice, 216, 221. 

Education (excluding European edu- 
cation), 222. 

Education (transferred) 218, 219. 

General Administration, 213, 216, 221. 

Jails and Convict Settlements, 210, 219. 

Land Revenue, 213, 221. 

Miscellaneous, 219, 220. 

Public health, 295. 

Registration, 221. 

Stationery and printing, 219. 

Depressed classes 

Nomination from — to District and lx>eal 
Boards, 158. 

Provision of increased educational insti- 
tutions for the, 50. 

Recruitment from, to appointments in, 
Bengal Civil Service, 374. 

Representation />f, on District Local 
Boards, 374. 

Reservation of seats in certain educa- 
tional institutions for studants of 
depressed classes, 102. 

Deputy President 

The Bengal Tenancy (Uthandi Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1923, 138. 

The Calcutta Municipal (No. 11) Bill, 
1923, 202, 204 , 205. 

Devi Dayal Dubey 

Case of Fanindra Nath Banerjee and — 
constables, 349. 

Day, Mr. G. G. 

Alleged desirability of bridge on railway 
between Adamdighi and Nasharatpur, 
402. 

Barrier gates at the Howrah Station, 

iSxil works, 313, 314. 

Concessions granted by the Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities during 
Puja holidays, 59. 

Earnings and expenditure of the 
Jesaor&Jhenidah Railway, 59. 

Footpath on Hardinge Bridge at Pak- 
sey, 411. 


Day, Mr. 0. G. 

I/ocal train service between Calcutta 
and Bawackpore/368. 

Remedial measures with regard to lftm- 
nida bund in Nadia, 394. 

Sara-Santnhar line and North Bengal 
flood, 229, 395. 

Snrn-Sernjganj line and natural drain- 
age, 305. 

Waiting accommodation for passengers 
at Kusttim, 410. 

Dhais 

Training scheme for-- for District 
Boards, 153. 

Dis|H«nsaries and hospitals charitable, 
381. 

District Board 

Engineering staff, 227, 300. 

Expenditure by, on medical relief and 
primary «*ducntion, 90. 

lours and travelling allowances of 
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of, 97. 

Travelling allowances, of non-offtcial 
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Dis- 
trict Boards, 98. 

Travelling charges incurred by — for 
Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and Engin- 
eers, 371. 

Divisional Commissionsrs 

Posts of, 151. 

Donald, tbs Hon'bls Mr. J. 

Actions on Retrenchment Committee's 

report, 158. 

Certificate under 721) (£) of the Govern- 
ment of Tndia Act, 104. 

Effect of the recommendations of the 
Bengal Retrenchment Committee, 9. 

Effect to the recommendations of tlje 
Bengal Retrenchment Committee, 35. 

Expenditure in England, 324, 326. 

Fares and freight of the River Steam 
Navigation Company, 231. 

Howrah bridge, 150, 161. § 

Inconvenience of passengers at Madari- 
pur, 426. 

Increase of revenue from stamp duties 
and court-fees, 846. 

Indian Seamen's Recruiting Committee, 
67. 

Licensing of boats transporting straw 
and hay to Calcutta, 869. . 
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Donald, tbs Hon’bls Mr. d. 

Mndaripur-Tnrpasha Express Steamer 

Service, 427. 

idanufftcture of salt for home consump- 
tion, 22, 85. 

Miscellaneous. 219. 

Miscellaneous Departments, 296. 

New Howrah bridge, 81. 

Report of committee on public accounts, 

212 . 

Scale of pay for Government presses 
other' than jail presses, 399. 

Stationery and printing, 219. 

Strikes in Bengal, 71. 

Travelling allowances of Sub-Deputv 
Collectors and Circle Inspectors of 
Co-operatives Societies, 409. 

Donovan, Mr. <1. T. 

Agricultural College or High School 
for graduates in Bengal, 64. 

Apprentices in Kanchrapara Workshop, 
166. 

Area under rice, sugar-cane and cotton 
and botanical survey of cotton tracts, 
382. 

District agricultural officers, 166. 

Establishment of Commercial Agricul- 
tural and Industrial schools, 38. 

Excise shops within Jhalnkati Munici- 
pality, 228. 

Expenditure in England, 326. 

Industrial survey,. 164. 

Industries, 296, 310. 

Jute forecast, 234 , 342. 

Methods of agricultural, gardening, etc., 
380. 

Mining students from Bengal, 62. 

Mr. Griffiths and eradications of water 
hyacinth, 329. 

Pasture latads and cattle diseases in 
Bengal, 31. 

Rainfall, 346. 

Technological Institution at Calcutta, 

00 . 

Vendors of excisable articles, 230. 

Wealing school at Basirhat, 382. 

Drinking wattr 

Scarcity of, 24, 96. 

Dutt, Mr. A Joy Chundtr 

Admission of students in medical 
colleges in Bengal, 404. 


Dutt, Mr. Ajty Ctnmder 

Average annual expenditure for stu- 
dents and patients in the Calcutta 
Medical College land the Carmichael 
Medical College, 81. „ 

* Defalcations in the Medical College- 
Hospitals, 159. 

Licensing of boats transporting straw 
and hay to Calcutta, 309. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan 

Chittagong District and Local Boards, 
159. 

Lady Doctor in Chittagong Hospital, 
376. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Utbandi Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1923, 148. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Bill, 1923, 237, 298, 246, 250, 
259, 260, 261, 262, 263, 260, 272, 
275, 276, 277, 278, 282, 283, 285, 
291, 292, 293. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan 

Jails and Convict Settlements, 217. 

Miscellaneous, 220. 

Miscellaneous Departments, 299, 300. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan 

Additional professor of midwifery of the 
Eden Hospital, 55. 

Aud : tod accounts of certain subsidised 
societies, 70. 

Building at Kanchrapara for political 
convicts, 53. 

Civil works, 316. 

Concessions grantcfl b\ the Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities during 
Puja holidays, 59. 

Confinement of constables under iu»- 
penaion, 401. 

Contribution by the Government of 
India for the upkeep of the Calcutta 
Medical School, 29. 

Education (excluding European educa- 
tion), 222. 

Education of the backward classes, 49. 

Education , transferred) 216, 219. 

The Calcutta Municipal (No. H) Bill, 
1928, 176, 185, 186. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Bill, 1923, 249, 250. 
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Duval, Mr. H. F. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Twftc BtU, 1983. 839, 263, 272, 27'), 
283 . 1 

Eutun Bonsai Railway 

ConoesBoas granted by the — authori- 
ties during Puja holidays, 69. 

Etfon Hospital 

Additional professors of midwifor) of 
the, 65. 

Education 

Government expenditure on, 371. 

Backward classes— of, 49. 

Educational Institution* 

Provision of increased, for the depressed 
classes, 56. 

Emm 

Irregularities in the — to the (ioswami- 
Durgapur Union, 57. 

Embankment 

Unhealthy condition arising out of the 
multiplication of, 421 . 

Engineer 

Specialist— for the construction of 
Kidder pore Bridge, 411. 

Engineering 

District Board — staff, SO. 

Members of the subordinate— staff, 70. 

Seale of pay of the — staff, 78. 

Engineering College 

Mechanical and electrical classes, 103. 

Examination 

For recruitment to certaiu aervioeH, 
339. 

Muktearabip, 407. 

Pleadership, 163. 
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Case of — and constable Devi Dayal 
Dubey, 349. 

FarJflpur 

Namasudru school in, 75. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Alleged en forc e m e nt of Motion 87<M 
of Bengal tat V of 1919 ia Tippera 
District, 9M. 


Female ootlege students 

Mostei accommodation is Calcutta for, 
38. nr 

# 

Fishery rights 

In the area for the proposed Grand 
Trunk Canal, 194. 

Flood 

Snra-Saotahar line and North Bengal 
flood, 394. 

Forrester Mr. «J. Campbell 

Demands for grants, Miscellaneous 

Departments, 306, 307. 

New Howrah Bridges 81. 

Specialist Engineer for the construction 
of Kidder jKire Bridge, 411. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic BUI, 1923, 244, 245. 

Fuljhuri 

Gudigbota khal at — (Bokargsnj), 408. 
Kaivut conference at, 51. 

Gsibandha 

District Board iron bridge on the north 
• of— town, 231. 

Eatahlishraetit of a municipality at, 34. 

Chose, Mr. O. C. 

The Calcutta Improvement i Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1923, 107, 112, 113, 111, 
116. 

The Calcutta Municipal (No. 11) Bill, 
1923, 180, 181, 188, 184, 188, 194, 202. 

Ghete, Rei Bahadur dsgendra GJtimder 

Alleged canvassing by a Government 
servant for council elections, 896. 
Civil works, 817, 321. 

Education (excluding European educa- 
tion), 223. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Utbandi Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1923, 121, 124, 186, 187, 
138. 

Hie Calcutta Suppression of TnBnoral 
Traffic Bill, 1923, 247. 

Vacancies in the Bengal Judicial Ber- 
vioe end the probationary achemr, 

405. 

Bheeslpacs Deed 

A^uteition of laud for the, at Madmil, 

76. 
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OomM, Mr. •. W. 

Alleged irregularities in certain elec- 
tions of Pabna Local Bairds, 27. 

^'Anti-malarial schemes, 19. • 

Assistant Surgeon of the Bari sal Hos- 
pital, 10. 

Average annual expenditure for stu- 
dents and patients in the Calcutta 
Medical College and in the Car- 
michael Medical College, 22. 

Burning and burial ghats in Burdwan 
districts, 3. 

Clinical laboratory at Tangail, 11. 

Dates of meetings of the Midnapore 
District Board, 7. 

Defalcation# in the Medical College 
Hospitals, 152. 

Dliai training scheme for District 
Boards, 154. 

District Board Engineering staff, 227. 

District Board’s help to Union Boards 
for village improvement, 154. 

Dwarka Nath Cahritable Hospital, Tan- 
gail, 152. 

Election of the Local and District 
Boards of Bakarganj, 2. 

Establishment of Union Boards in 
Bakarganj, 226. 

Expenditure by Bakarganj District 
Board on certain items, 29. 

Expenses of the District Board of 
M>mensingh on dispensaries and 
sanitation, 21 . 

Medical schools in the district of Ben- 
gal, 3. 

Miscellaneous, 220. 

Nomination of members of Midnapore 
District Board, 6. 

Plague in the Dacca District, 2. 

Professor of Hygiene, 18. 

Publication of the names of the elected 
members of the District and Local 
Boards Mymensingh, 152. 

Scarcity of drinking water in rural 
Bengal, 25. 

Select Committee meetings of the 
Calcutta Municipal Bill held at Dar- 
jeeling, 16. 

Slaughter of cows, 22. 

Slaughter of cows in municipal areas, 
156. 

Students of the Dacca Division and the 
Calcutta Campbell Medical School, 25. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government 
(^Amendment) Bill, 1923, 212. 


Goode, Mr. ft. W. 

The Calcutta Improvement (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1923. Ill, 114, 116, 

The Calcutta M^jicipal (No. 11) Bill, 
1923, 170, 174, 179, 187, 188, 193, 
201, 202, 203, 204. 

Travelling allowances drawn by non- 
official Chairmen of District Boards 
and municipalities, 153. 

Gopalgan) 

Munsifi Court at, 35. 

Recording of votes for election to — 
Local Board, 375. 

Gotwami-Durgapur Union 

Irregularities in the election to the, 
57. 

Government of India Act 

Certificate under section 72D (£), 104. 

Grand Trunk Canal 

Fishery rights in the area for the pro- 
posed, 104. 

Gun lioenses 

To cultivators of Bhagwangola, 428. 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul 

Headquarters of members and allow- 
ances drawn, 44. 

Reconstitution of District Boards of 
Birbhum and Burdwan, 97. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul 

Alleged irregularities in certain elec- 
tions of Palma Local Boards, 26. 

Collapse of the Muhammadan orphan- 
age building, 165. 

Distribution of Ward Commissioner, 
Pabna Municipality, 366. 

Election of Chairman Pabna Munici- 
pality, 102. 

Examination for recruitment to certain 
services, 339. 

Honorary Magistrateship, Chandpur, 
406. 

Mortality in the Pabna District, 84. 

Muhammadans in the office of the 
Dacca Nawah Court of Ward Estate, 

405. 

Muhammadan Ministerial officers is the 
Tippera and Noakhali districts, 47. 

Muktearahip examination, 407. 
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Haq, 8hah 8yed EntfMkH 

Pasture lauds and cattle diseases in 
Bengal, 31. 

Payment for med^I aid by patients 
* in Government hospitals in Calcutta, 
32. 

Posts of Divisional Commissioners, 151. 

Private medical school at Com ilia, 397. 

Promotion of Muhammadan Sub-Deputy 
Collectors to certain posts, 355. 

Proposed establishment of Union Boards 
in Baknrganj, 397. 

Remuneration and prospwts of Uio 
copyists .mcl typists, 5N. 

Right of the memlMTs of local IkkBos to 
inspect their office records, 71. 

imitation of Kasim town, 355, 356. 

Separation of judicial and executive 
functions^ 228. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Bill, 1923 , 259, 2 <50, 262, 266, 
279, 294. 

Victory medals to school students hy 
Pabna and Kcmjgnnj municipalities 
and Pahna District Board, 231. 

Works of improvement hy Pabna Dis- 
trict Board, 398. 

Hardinge Bridge 

Footpath on, at Paksey, 410. 

Honorary INagistrateship, Chandpur, 406. 

Honorary Magistrate, Jessore district, <15. 

Hooghly river 

Report of the inquiry of tho pollution 
of the, 413. 

Septic tank effluents discharge into 
the, 330, 360, 361. 

HOMHtal 

Accounts of the Medical College, 85. 

Additional professor of midwifery of 
the Eden, 55. 

Beds in the Medical Collego — and in 
the Campbell, 51. 

Contribution to thana and union, 338. 

Defalcations in the Medical College, 
151, 157. 

Fee system in public, 352, 353. 

Dwarkanath Charitable — Tangail, 152. 
l*dy doctor in Chittagong, 376. 


Hast* 

Accommodation in— for female college 
student Calcutta, 52. 

Muhammadan — attached to JessOe 
Zilla School, 99. 

Howrah Station 

Barrier gates nt the, 13. 

Howrah Bridge, 81, 150, 161. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramti! 

Pnv and prospects of Assistant Jailors, 

408 . 

Preachers and places of prayers for 
Moslem convicts, 399. 

Hussain, Maulvi Muhammad Madassur 

Demands for grants — Miscellaneous 
Department, 308. 

Imambara 

“ Rniaun Nnjat,” at Garden Reach, 
363. 

Income 

Of municipalities and expenditure on 
certain items, 347. 

Industrial survey, 164. 

Institution 

Technological— at Calcutta, t>0. 

Jabuna Irrigation projeot, 349. 
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and court-lee, 346. 

Indian M<‘di<al Service officers, 58. 
Malaria, infant mortality and kalu-orar 
353. 

Rainfall, 346. 

•Scarcity of drinking wntor in Burdwan 
Division. 390. 

8( a rci tv of drinking water hi rural 
Bengal, 24. 

Slaughter of cows, 22. 

Roy, Raja M anil oil Singh 

Marsh near Eraser Hospital, Burdwan, 

235. 

Miscellaneous, 220. 

Number of murder cases in the district* 
of Burdwan, 00, 

Price of quinine, 422. * 

Second grade 8eience College at Burd- 
wan, 3 f, l. 

Shelter for witnesses at Burdwan, 282. 
Submission of books to Governuymt cm 
issue, 390. 

Unhealthy condition arising out of the 
multiplication of embankments, 421, 
422. 

Salt 

Manufacture of, for home consumption, 
22, 85. 
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Sanitary 

Dwellings for poorer classes of Calcutta, 
398. 

Saltation 

Of Kasha town, 355, 356. 

Saro-Santabar line and North Bengal 
flood, 229. 

Barkar, Babu Jogesti Chandra 

Departmental examination of Police 
officers, 348. 

Searching fee in the Registration 
Department, 35. 

8arkar, Babu Rishindranath 

Accounts of the Medical College Hos- 
pital, 85. 

Admission to Campbell Medical School, 
391. 

Beds in the Medical College Hospital 
and in the Camplwll Hospital, 51. 

Mechanicnl and electrical engineering 
classes, Bengal Engineering College, 
103. 

Sasmal, Mr. B. N. 

Election of, as a member of the Midnn- 
pore Distrct Board, 2. 

Bchool(t) 

Deprovincialization of certain Moslem, 
393. 

Dow Hill and Victoria, at Kurswng, 
72. 

Establishment of Commercial Agricul- 
tural and Industrial, 38. 

Free primnry, 95. 

Grant to the Sherpur Municipality for 
constructing building, 56. 

Jamalpur Government High, 345. 

Muhammadan Headmasters and Assis- 
tant Headmasters of Government 

♦ High, 100. 

Namasudra, in Faridpur, 75. 

Opened under Mr. Biss's scheme for 
Primary education, 388. 

Softool of Trtpioal Modioino 

Expansion of the, 30. 

Boomo^o 

Indian, Recruiting Committee, 67. 

Biloot Committoo mootinsi 

Of the Calcutta Municipal Bill held at 
Darjeeling, 16. 

Solyo 

Breaches in', embankments, 100. 
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Servant defamation case, 23. 

8§ttlomant £ 

* Muhammadans on the staff of Khulna, 

370. 

Settlement rooorde 

Supply of uncertified copies from copies 
of, 50. 

8herpur Municipality 

Grant to the— for constructing a school 
building, 56. 

8inha, Babu Burandra Malayan 

Alleged oppression on the pilgrims at 
Turkeswar, 422. 

Gun licenses to cultivators of Bhagwan- 
gola, 428. 

Improvement of the condition of the 
river Blmgiratlii, 90. 4 

Increase in the number of dacoities in 
Bengal, 39. 

Probationers in Provincial Judicial 
Service, 162. 

Professor Dreyer’s system of treatment 
of tuWculosis, 392. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Utbandi Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1923, 148. 

Trial of offence against Municipal Act 
by the Bench, 363. 

Tuberculosis and Kala-azar, (#8. 

Vendors of excisable articles, 235. 

Bfaugfttor of oattlo, 77, 155, 232. 

8taamar 

Madaripur-Tarpasha Express Servioe, 
427. 

Btophenson, tho Hon’Ws Mr. H. L. 

Administration arrangements of Asansol 
subdivision, 428. 

Alipore Jail Press and Forms Depart- 
ment, 425. 

Alleged oppression on the pilgrims at 
Tarkeswar, 423. 

Auliapur and its situation in respect 
to Galachipa and Patuakhali thanaa, 
357. 

“ Baitun Najat ” Imambara at Garden 
Reach, 363. 

Building at Kanchrapara for political 
convicts, 54. 

Case of a Khilafat volunteer prosecuted 
for disorderly oonduct, 378. 

Cases of abduction in Rangpur, 878. 
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Oise of sa-bead-eonstable Promt Nath 
Barat, 830. 

Oaae of Fauindrn Nath Banerjeo and 
constable Devi%>ayal Dubey, 350. 

Cases of murder on railway lines near 
about ^Tarkes war, 361. 

Cases of some political prisoners, 343. 

Certificate under section /2D (8) of 
the Government of India Act, 106. 

Chandaikana hat rioting caae, 161. 

Char Mainar incidents, 368. 

Charges of corruption against Baba 
Naba Gopal Chaki, 368. 

Chaukidnri Assessment, 333. 

Confinement of constables under sus- 
pension, 405. 

Daooities in tbe Kishorgnnj subdivision, 
♦Mymensingh, 14. 

Demands for grants, Civil works, 317, 
320, 328. 

Departmental examination of Police 
officers, 349. 

Destruction of the image of Kali by 
Muhammadans in the Hangpur dis- 
trict, 75. 

District Magistrates and Collectors and 
Additional District Magistrates and 
'Collectors of the Midnapore district, 
15. 

Duration of appointment of Babu 
Binode Behary Das Gupta at Dakar- 
ganj, 358. 

Employees of the Press and Forms 
Department, 412, 424. 

Equipment charges for dafadars and 
chaukidars in the Burdwan district, 
17. 

Examination for recruitment to certain 
services, 340. 

AVsoldiers of Bengali Regiment, ^ 101. 

Facilities to Muhammadan employees 
to say their midday prayer, 384. 

General Administration, 213, 214, 215, 

221 . 

Government appointments to relations 
of non-official members of the Legis- 
lative Council, 367. 

Gun licenses to cultivators of Bhagwan- 
gola, 428. 

Hunger-strike in Hooghly Jail, 401. 

Increase in the number of dacoities in 
Bengal, 39. 

Indianixation of the services, 84. 
Inspector Ghafiar's report against one 
Sew Hhagwan, 354. 
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Jails and oonvict settlements, 216, 216. 

Mounted Police force, 339. 

Muhammadan and Namasudra riot at 
Badmalilla in Faridpur, 36. m 

Murder cases in Basirhat, 361. 

N qjr posts created in the Police Depart- 
ment, 402. 

Number of murder cases in tbe district 
of Burdwan, 61. 

Pny and prospects of Assistant Jailors, 
408. 

Persons sentenced under the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act and non-co- 
operation prisoners, 381. 

Placing of Auliapur within the Patua- 
khali police-station, 30. 

Political prisoners now in jails, 331. 

Posts of Assistant Superintendents of 
Police, 67. 

Preachers and places of prayer for 
Moslem convicts, 399. 

Production of modicul certificate* from 
Civil Burg«>n hy constables on leave, 
37. 

Promotion of Muhammadan Sub-Deputy 
Collectors to certain jK>stn, 366. 

Promotion of Muhninmndan Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates, 365. 

Publicity officers, 165. 

Recruitment from depressed classes t<o 
appointments in Bengal Civil Service, 
375. 

Reparation of Judicial and Executive, 
23.3. 

“ Servant " defamation case, 24. 

Subdivisionnl Officer of Pirojpur, 384. 

Submission of books to Government on 
issue, 390. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Bill, 1923, 238, 240, 248, 268, 
261, 264, 267, 269, 273, 277, 279, 
280, 281, 284, 286, 287, 290, 292, 293. 

Transfer of certain political prisoners 
from the Aiipore to Berhampore Jail, 
^ 9. 

Strikes 

9 

. In Bengal, 71. 

Students 4 Welfare Committee, 72. 

Suhrawartfy, Or. A* 

“ Baitnn Najat ” Imambara at Garden 
Reach, 363. 

Calcutta Ma d r a s a h and other Moslem 
schools, 892, 
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•okrawardy, Dr. A. V 

Dates of meeting* of the Midnapore 
District Board, 6. 

Deprovincialization of cert*6n Moslem 

<* schools, 393. • ^ 

District Magistrates and Collectors and 
Additional District Magistrates and 
Collectors of the Midnapore district, 
14. 

Governing Body for Calcutta Madras- 
ah, 323, 

Nomination of members of Midnapore 
District Board, 6. 

Transfer of certain political prisoners 
from the Alipore to Berhampore Jails, 
9. 

Suhrawardy, Major Httaan 

Demands for grants, Miscellaneous 
Departments, 302, 303. 

Miscellaneous, 219. 

8ub-Deputy CollecWrt 

Promotion of Muhammadan, to certain 
posts, 355. 

Promotion of Muhammadan, 364. 

Survey and Settlement, 5. 

Tangail 

Clinical Laboratory at, 11. 

Dwarka Nath Charitable Hospital, 152. 

Tarketwar 

Alleged oppression on the pilgrims at, 
422. 

Cases of murder on railway lines near 
about, 360. 

Tippora 

Alleged enforcement of section 37 (b) of 
Bengal Act V of 1919 in, district, 
396. 

Tippara and Noakhafi districts 

Muhammadan ministerial officers in the, 
47. 

Tally's Nala 

Canalization of the, 89. 

Tours < 

And travelling allowances of Chairmen 
and Vioe-Cbairmeu of District Boards, 
97. 

Train Sarvioo 

Local, between Calcutta and Barrack- 
pore, 367. * 
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Waiting place* on sides' oj 

Kidderpofe bri|g% 101. 

Demand* for grant*, Miscelhmeom 
Dbpartmftts, 308. * ,1 

lutwrcutotb «nd Kti£pnr, 96. 
University 

Calcutta— affaire, 88. 

Government Bill relating to Calcutta, 
334. * " 

Vendors of excisable rrticles, 235. 

fHlaga improvement 

District Board’s help to union boards 
for, 154. 

Villiers, Mr. F. E. E. 

Demands' for grants, Miscellaneous 
Departments, 307. 

The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Bill, 1923, 241, 219, 253, 254. 

Vocational Eduction, 28. 

Volunteer 

Case of a Khilafnt, prosecuted ior.dc*- 
orderly conduct, 378. 

Wards Estates 

Managers of, 156. 

Water hyaointti 

Mr. Griffiths and eradication of, 828. 

Water-supply 

Improvement of, and charitable 'dispen- 
saries in Bengal, 93. 

Waterways of the Sara-Serajganj Rail- 
way, 26. 

Weaving School at Bari r hat, 382. 

Western Quart 

Resumption of Khas Mahal lands in 
the, Jalppiguri, 54. 

Western Quart Khas Mahal & 

Acquisition of jote lands in the, to ft 
included within the Reserved forest 
area, 43. 

Grazing due* ft the, 52. 

Zamindari outeherry 

Registration of document * in the, of 
Hr. Ca«pem, 4. ' 










